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In the soothing darkness of her local theater, thirty-something teacher's aide and divorcée Teresina " Tere"
Avilalooks straight into the smoldering eyes of Pedro Infante and wonders where her life has gone. The
impossibly handsome Mexican singer and movieicon died in 1957, but to Tere -- secretary of the Pedro
Infante fan club chapter 256 -- he remains an everlasting symbol of the possibility of passion beyond her
New Mexico town.

Tere's passions are wasted on Lucio, the married lover who plies her with sweet kisses and fal se promises.
Comfort comesin her adoration for Infante and in the companionship of her best friend, Irma"LaWirma"
Granados. Then, one night at the Border Cowboy Truck Stop, Tereis forced to confront reality -- and the
choices she must make to reclaim her life.
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Jen says

| really readlly liked this book. I'd describe it as a darker and chicana version of Bridget Jones Diary. Not that
this book was written as diary entries or even as overtly funny, but the narrative was similar. And like the
Jones character, ared life version of Tere would probably drive me nuts, but there was still something
likeable and relatabl e to the protagonist, because, | guess, of all her faults. Chavez is avery descriptive
writer, almost to the point of giving you TMI, and the read for me was very visual, which | liked. And of
course | could relate to the Infante obsession, although I'm not nearly as bad as Tere and co. Serioudly, I'm
not.

Scottsdale Public Library says

Tere Avilaisfed up with her no-good boyfriend, Lucio, and her stalled life in border-town Cabritoville, TX.
Her only escapeisto join the Pedro Infante fan club and to idolize her favorite movie star of the golden age
of Mexican cinema. A bawdy and boisterous example of contemporary Chicana chick-lit. - Paula C.

Cynthia says

Meet Teresina"Tere" Avilaa 30 something year old single woman who has an obsession with the legendary
Mexican icon Pedro Infante. She studies his life, the women he loved, the women who loved him, and above
al else hismusic and films. However, with al her studying she has found herself not only idolizing a
womanizer but also dating one.

To say thereisatrue beginning and end to this story would be nonfactual. Instead, Chavez delights her
readers through the journey of amiddle aged woman who is still seeking the "one" and struggling with
whether or not thisiswhat she actually wants/needs.

On abasic level, this story is about relationshipsin every form, family, friends, one night stands, boyfriends,
girlfriends, dangerous liaisons, and marriage.

Chavez writes with a breath of wisdom that can only be gained through alife well led. And of course, with a
love for Pedro Infante.

Britt Doughty-godchaux says

| really enjoyed this book. Granted, | particularly loved brushing up on all the interesting Mejicano words
that were not in my dictionary, but | also felt that characters were real, very real. The protagonist was flawed,
and although | hear that some other reviewers felt that the characters went in circles, thisfelt even more
realistic to me. People do not grow in astraight line, in alinear fashion, try aswe might. Instead, we circle



around an issue, and circle around and circle around until it works itself out... with our brains, hearts, bodies,
and dreams on whatever levelsit needsto! In reality, these characters in this book were surprising because |
felt like | was getting to know them, really. | missthem already and | just got done reading the book a few
hours ago. As an specia bonus, | felt Chavez's portrayal of border Mejicano culture and struggles,
landscapes and tensions was so redlistic it was visceral. It was like living in Cabritoville for alittle while,
getting to know it, feel it, smell it, and eat the food. This book is making me miss North America, and |
haven't even left yet! And it made me hungry!

Jay says

Tere Avila, the main character in Denise Chavez's novel 1CLoving Pedro Infante, 1D maintains a strange
and beautiful love for the famous Mexican film star and mariachi. In fact for her its more than an infatuation
with Pedro, it 19s away of life. She 19s disconnected from her family, and abandoned by an abusive
husband. She tries to keep things together by gutting it out as a school aide, and putting in her timein
drunken singles bars and cafes.Her only sense of relief comes from two close friends that are also the
members of the Pedro Infante Club de Admiradores Norte Americano #256. On a sad note, she feels closer
to the characters of Pedro 19s movies than anyone she knows.

That 19s about it for Tere. She 19s caught up in this cellioud delusion where life just doesn 19t match up.
The dreams go on and on while the pain stays constant.

Like in the movie 1CPepe El Toro, 1D Pedro is fucked from the beginning to the end. He was always poor,
but when he hiswife and twins are killed together in atragic car accident, hislife slides further into the
ground. His meager carpentry business fails, and when in a desperate attempt to make ends meet he tries
boxing to earn some money - he accidently killsthe first opponent he faces.

Here Tere has someone that she can identify with. She knows his pain.

In 1CUn Rincon Cerca del Cielo, 1D Pedro throws himself off arooftop. Moreover, in the movie, he 19s
fucking the same woman he isfucking in real life! Here Tere doesn 19t know whether to scream or cry. She
feels bad for Pedro, but at the same time she is jealous of hislover.

1CLoving Pedro Infante, 1D is awonderful novel for the anxious ridden, manic depressive. Author Denise
Chavez will have you to rooting for Pedro and his characters, but more importantly, and more impressively,
she will have you doing the same for Tere Avila. Pedro isaman of the people. Tereisfor all of uswalking
around with broken hearts.

Teresa says

you know how when you read a book sometimes you need an 'in' or areason to get interested.

i remember getting into this book during the scene when they are eating mexican food at thislocal diner. i
am in love with simple from-the-home-kitchen Mexican food. i was amorously thinking "i wonder how they
like their nachos?" i also had another in because | was living in Alpine when | read it not four hours from the
setting of the book. soi got into it.

here'swhy i'm glad i did: chavez showed a woman getting into a mess over alove affair. i'm no masochist
but it was so refreshing a book that was honest about the ways we debase ourselves sometimes. full fledged
desperation, not like"i need tequila’, but like "i just finished a bottle of tequila so now what?" i think there
was atime for the protagonist when she hadn't bathed in aweek, i mean chavez went there. it was an



awesome show of passion to me even if it was all so very unwise.

i think books like this are why Alisa Valdes-Rodriguez calls chicanalit whiny. but i think that's short-sighted
of her to say. this book has power, you just have to have your eyes open toit. it's not CEO power, but love
and living power.

Susan says

Tere, the main character, islike akiddie roller coaster. Her life has little ups and downs but nothing
unexpected happens. She keeps doing the same things over and over again and somehow expecting the
outcome to change because sheis so persistent. The town, her socia life, and her job al are going nowhere.
The only thing that kept this book from being a complete dead end was that she didn't die. Great study of
how not to live your lifeif you want to accomplish anything.

Jessica says

Denise Chavez' s 2001 Loving Pedro Infante is one of those books that becomes your friend.

Tere Avilais an “educationa assistant” — teacher’s aide — in Cabritoville, near El Paso. She's adivorced, 30-
something woman who spends her time hanging out with her best friend, Irma, at Tino's La Tempestad
Lounge every Friday and Saturday night and serving as secretary in the Pedro Infante Fan Club, whose
members watch the Mexican actor’ s old movies from the 1940s and 1950s and analyze them as though they
were in an English literature class.

Tere' s ordinary, somewhat lonely, life gets ajolt when she starts an affair with Lucio Vaadez, amarried
man whose daughter attends the school she works at.

Sounds like an ordinary plot, right? But what makes Pedro Infante so wonderful is Chévez' swriting. Tere
speaks to the reader in first person, and the conversational tone makes you sympathize with her, laugh with
her and, at times, want to scold her. (Fortunately, Irma does that for us.) Think of it as a Mexican version of
Bridget Jones' s Diary or asmall town Sex and the City.

The minutes from the Pedro Infante Fan Club meetings are particularly hilarious, but here’ s some of the
better lines:

On her lovefor Lucio: “There s nothing a Mejicano or Mejicana loves more than the burning, stinging pain
of thwarted, frustrated, hopeless, soulful, take-it-to-the-grave love. Nothing gets us going more than what |
call rabia/love of the te-juro-you’ re-going-to-pay-for-all-the-suffering-you-caused-me variety.”

On visiting a curandera s house in a poor neighborhood: “Dofia Meche was one of the richest women in
Cabritoville. ... Sheloved to invest in the stock market. Oh yeah? Well, invest in your neighborhood, and
your yard, girl!”

On avisit to the bathroom with Irma: “| could hear Irma’ s spurty but intense urine stream. She was a fast
pisser and in this session she outdid herself. | could barely keep up with her, and | flushed early to make a



number of deep growly farts.”
| absolutely loved Loving Pedro Infante. Please stop what you' re doing and go read it now.

Note: This review appeared on my blog, http://hispanicreader.com.

Sierra says

Thiswasthe final book that | had to read for my Senior Seminar class this semester and it was definitely my
lest favorite of the four. There were parts of it that | enjoyed, but they were few and far between. In general |
don't like adult novels or books set in the past very much, so the odds were already stacked against this book
in my eyes, but my biggest problem was how inappropriate this book was. And | don't just mean overly
descriptive in intimate moments. There were alot of moments that were extremely and unnecessarily crude
and vulgar. | was very uncomfortable during the majority of this book. Also it would have been nice to have
some closure on what happened to Ubaldo.

Sofia Galvez says

3.5 stars for this book.

| was almost about to give up on this book after just reading 30 pages. It felt very stereotypical and prejudice
about every kind of person but then | thought, "well | guess that made it more realistic." The way the
characters thought was by no means palitically correct and | think that showed that the characters were
flawed. Anyways, the characters and the story grew on me. | felt these chicanas were people | knew and |
was rooting for them. My only complaint with the book is the amount of Pedro Infante talk. Y eah, | know the
titleis "loving Pedro Infante” but | guess | wasn't expecting it to be that much. | feel | could write hisbio
now. oh well, it was a good book.

I wouldn't recommend this book to anyone who does not speak Spanish. There isn't much translation or the
use of context clues. Y ou either know the words or you don't.

Rocky says

Actually re-reading it because it made me laugh thefirst time | read it several years ago. | love Tere's
character and her use of language (both English and Spanish, which she mixes quite a bit). | had forgotten
that she nick-names her diaphragm "Swamp Thing."

Amanda says

| love vivid characters and this book definitely had that. However, | was so frustrated with Tere that | found
myself wanting to shake her most of the time. She wasin acycle of bad relationships and every time |
thought she turned a corner, she was back in the middle of one. And while that's redlistic, it was frustrating to



me.

Mendy says

| really liked this book, the characters and the plot were pretty believable, except for Texas Cowboy. Why
must everyone make Texans over the top! Anyway that aside | really enjoyed the story but did get lost
several timestrying to transate the spanish. Go figure the only words | really understood were the bad
words! | plan on reading more by this author!

Bob says

The timeline doesn't dways make sense and there's almost no plot, but the joy here (asin Face of an Angel)
is the love Chavez has for her southwest, even at its most ridiculous:

"The Border Cowboy offered down-home, country-style cooking with endless cups of coffee that could bring
the dead back to life. Greasy-looking merchandise was on the wall for sale: white caps with Border Cowboy
across the front in red, white and blue letters, white cotton T-shirts with the restaurant logo: 'Where the
bullshit ends and the service begins.' Thet-shirt said it all. It felt like home..." (p. 257)

and her sassy Spanglish-speaking heroine:

"Que sufres, baby, que sufres. | want all the world to know you're a cabron -- especialy your mother. Para
gue sepan, puto, just how you did me wrong. Y eah, you. Pinche vato motherfucker, well, maybe not in this
case, but you get my drift, desgraciado infeliz from Chuco Town. | don't have anything against El Paso, don't
get mewrong. It'sjust that you live there with her. And not with nme." (p. 250)

Aimée Medina Carr says

This book was so inspiring. Denise writes such compelling characters.




