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Sammy Goode says

All hislife, Sinclair Alverston (Sin) had been searching for the man he would know was his one good
thing—a man he could love with al his heart. Even though he was an ex-mercenary, atough guy in ever
sense of the word, inside lurked the heart of atrue romantic and he hung onto the idea that there was
someone out there just for him. When he spots the beautiful man across the bar, Sin thinks thiswill be his
next one night stand. Before the night is over, Sin realizes that Callum Turner was going to be hard to say
goodbye to in the morning.

Callum has known alot of tragedy in hisyoung life. Now a successful chef in constant demand, Callum is
wary of falling in love and between fending off his ex-boyfriend Jerry and creating new recipes for his
restaurant, the last thing Callum islooking for is a steady bed companion—much less a new lover. However,
Sin pulls at something deep inside Cal that he thought might never spark again. After a night together the
two men realize that there is afragile bond developing and it both terrifies them and makes their hearts sing.

Tempting Sin was atongue in cheek mystery/insta-love story that left me smiling at my kindle more often
than not. Amber Kell iswell known for her short, sweet love stories that pair polar opposites who are
instantly attracted to one another and then fight that attraction despite their better sense. This novella
delivered another successful story of just that kind. However, sometimes, | find these stories just too
convenient. The pace just a bit too slick—too fast and the insta-love not always believable.

| did enjoy both the main characters—their funny quirks and tender feeling for each other made the story
enjoyable. | smply wanted a bit more. | wanted there to be just a bit more hesitancy on Sin’s part when he
realized that Callum was causing him to forgo all his dating rules. | wanted Callum to explore just how much
Sinclair could possibly hurt him if his feelings of burgeoning lover were not returned. | wanted to see more
of both Cal’s brother Arthur and Sin’s friend Patrick throw up roadblocks to this all too easy love story.

It wasjust al too easy—too quick and so it left me just a bit dissatisfied. Amber Kell writes anice love story
and her formulaistried and true. | just felt this one deserved afew more chapters and just alittle bit more
angst.

Hellen says

Typical book where one character wants to find his soulmate no matter what so he goes to a dance club
(great place to find The One, by the way). He catches sight of the Lucky man (who is, according to other
dancer, very picky) and it'slust at first glance. They do the nasty and, not even 24 hours later, it's al "honey"
and "baby":

How dare that bastard think Callum belonged to anyone but Sn! Page 31

"How did they die?" Sinclair could sense thiswas a painful discussion for hislover, but he couldn't stop his
need to know everything about this man.



Y ou are seeing talking about the guy's parents death is painful, but you persist. Mmm...

A whispery voice inside Sn told himthat if he ruined his chances with this gorgeous man he would never get
another opportunity at happiness. Nuh-huh.

Loveisintheair, bitches! | intended to keep on reading, seeing as Sin was a mercenary, but | only get to
read the weekends so | won't waste my time on this.

Jennifer says

reread...loved this

Serena Y ates says

This book is fun, contains some good tension (from an extremely creepy stalker), and the two main
characters are very hot together. From the very start, Callum isn't what Sin expects, and vice versa. Neither
man really catches up with their mistaken assumptions until they're right in the middle of an increasingly hot
affair and a case of a dangerous stalker who is after Callum. The protectivenessin Sin flares high enough to
stifle anyone, but Callum's strategy is so ingenious, it makes the showdown between the two stubborn men
amost fun. Almost!

Callum is acelebrity chef, extremely creative, and difficult to pin down; having a"schedule" that is the same
every day, or even predictable at al, is abhorrent to him. | loved his personal kitchen where he experiments
and tries new dishes, and the food descriptions in this book are wonderful. Callum is uncomplicated and says
what he means, he is nobody's "boy". Having Sin decide to be in charge of his security is not something he
enjoys!

Sin is an ex-mercenary who now runs his own security business. He's never been protective of hislovers, and
is constantly surprised at al the things Callum teaches him to like: kissing, snuggling, staying over for
breakfast the next morning. Mind you, with the kind of food Callum "whips up", anyone with any taste
would want to stay. But, | digress. Sin hasalot of learning to do. Hisinterpersonal skills are challenged to
the max, asisthe way he sees the world and his own future. It was fun to see the physically stronger man be
the oneto follow the "weaker" one's lead for once.

If you like stories about unusual partnerships and don't mind some insta-love, if you enjoy reading about an
ex-mercenary trying to find a space in civilian life and adapting to new things because he wants happinessin
hislife, and if you're looking for avery hot read that has lots of moments to make you laugh, you will most
probably like this book.

NOTE: This book was provided by Total-E-Bound for the purpose of areview on Rainbow Book Reviews.




A.E. says

| really liked this short one by Amber Kell. The Alpha Character had major sex appeal and that sexy control
thing going on...It was a truly happy ending too.

Judy & Mariannefrom Long and Short Reviews says

Originaly posted at: http://www.longandshortreviews.com/bo...

Callum may look sweet and innocent but he’ s ready for anything Sin can dish out. Callum is a professional
chef and extremely successful at work. His personal life, however, is another story. Relationships never seem
to work out for Callum and he' s decided to stick to one night stands. Sinclair, an ex-mercenary, thought the
same thing. Y et when these two meet, sparks fly instantly and neither man can get enough. When Callum’s
number one fan comes stalking, Sin is there to stop him.

Tempting Sin is apparently are-released story from Amber Kell. The original story was published three
years ago and this edition has been re-edited with some added scenes. | didn’t read the original story but just
so fans of the author know —thisisn’t an original. That said it's very similar to other Kell stories. The main
characters are fun, light, and interesting enough but they’re not very three-dimensional. Sin is abig, badass
ex-merc that immediately fallsin love and takes over Callum'’slife. His overprotective nature is a bit
ridiculous but the story isn't going for arealistic take on relationships. Likewise Callum is a magnificent
chef with a heart of gold, adorable looks and deep vulnerability. He can take care of himself but doesn’t
mind overbearing men in life, which is good because there are alot.

The plot mostly consists of the two falling instantly in love with aside plot about Callum’s stalker. I’m not
sure why this was added and frankly the story didn’t need it. The time and space would have been better
spent devel oping the too-quick relationship between the main men. They fall in love, movein, declare their
love, and talk marriage all within afew days. It’s lightning fast but then again | expect that kind of thing
from Kell. There are afew too many cutesy affectionate names used and the sex isn’t as hot as Kell normally
delivers. It's not tame but there' s less of it than usual.

Fans of the author should know what to expect with this offering. | didn’t hate it but it’s not one of my
favorites of Kell’s. The dialogue feels weaker and more sappy than usual, but the light, easy, fun feel of the
story is il there. These are fun to read, never last long, and usually offer some great sex. Thisone feelsa
bit too predictable —which is sad since it has a decent set up and some eye-catching characters. I’ [l probably
continue with the series as | like the characters well enough and hope the next one is better. Amber Kell's
books always feel like fun, popcorn reads to me and entertain despite any problems.

Ana says

Oh boy...so many typos. Constant mixed names (someone who's a Natalie in the first paragraph is suddenly a
Claire in the second). Insta-love. Smothering protectiveness from Sinclair and Callum's brothers. They
basically treat Callum like a airhead child (totally ignoring the fact that he's a successful Chef who owns one
of the best restaurants in town).



They are all also very pushy specially Sinclair: "I'll do whatever | like and you'll like whatever | giveyou." -
*eyeroll*

Sudden appearance of info in the middle of the story as a given when it was never mentioned before, for
example, Callum mentions Sinclair's job as a mercenary numerous times but no one ever told him what
Sinclair did for aliving. Ever. And one of Callum's brothers actually bugged him! Seriously! Better...Sinclair
actually goesto say he won't revea thisinfo to Callum if they don't give him any crap. Nice. Oh and that
HEA. | think it was supposed to be incredibly romantic but for me it was incredibly high-handed and tacky.

Phaney says

Do yourself afavour and ignore the cover (of the 2013 edition). Whoever those guys are supposed to be, they
certainly aren't Sin and Callum.

Okay, to get this out of the way: thisis not an amazing book; in fact it’s utterly simplistic and predictable.
But damniif itisn’t cute.

Very much insta-something. Lust for sure. Love, maybe — or close enough anyway. It fits since thisis not the
most serious or likely story to begin with. Just plain fun.

Because pretty much every single conflict is resolved right away, there’ s hardly any tension. However, it also
means it’s an entirely safe read. Need to take your mind off the stressin your life? Here you go.

Thisisjust such anice book. Nothing complicated, nothing drawn out, lots of devotion. A realy simple story
with all the stereotypical elements, and yet cute and satisfying regardless.

Nothing fancy about the writing either, but perhaps there doesn’t need to be with a simple story like this.
I’m happy to say that the revised edition got rid of alot (although not all) of the sloppy copy-editing. The
first version really was atrocious in that regard (grammar, spelling, sentence fragments, slight discontinuity
and even alternate names for peopl€e). So nice to see progress!

Comparing the two versions now, | see quite a bit of smoothing overall, and it definitely lifts the experience.

Callum’s atotal sweetheart and Sin definitely improves by going totally gaga over him. Neither storyline nor
constellation is anything new with the author but she does her thing so well that | am enjoying it anyway.
Big, bossy top, getting wrapped around the surprisingly effectua bottom’slittle finger. It's fun to watch
Callum whip Sin into shape.

I like how Callum doesn’t make a fuss about being protected (such a sensible guy, the opposite of TSTL), yet
does not allow people to run al over himif it’s unreasonable. He' sjust the perfect mix of humble and
vulnerable — and his own man, efficient, smart and so very much underestimated. | adore his way of
expressing affection by cooking for people.

I’ll admit that some of my amusement may have been unintentional. For example, | was entertained by the
ideathat the “heat” of a handshake indicates sexual interest. Am | supposed to picture elevated body
temperature here or really vigorous shaking? XD

But then we have the intentional funny as well.

Sin thought it would be better to hunt the guy down and kill him, but Callum’sideawas
probably the most socially acceptable option of the two.



Sin’s not the only bloodthirsty one in this, either. Things might be interesting in the next volume, which will
be new to me.

Of course, there' s a huge dollop of stupid in the fact that (view spoiler). XD But thisisn’'t abook you' d read
for the, ahem, thriller plot anyway. (Thriller? What thriller?)

| could have done with alonger or lessimpersonally mushy ending, although | guess it matched the rest of
the book. This author? Not one for dragging things out. Which is such anice contrast sometimes. <3

On the other hand, if this story had featured more density and longer lasting conflictsin its second half, along
with alittle exploration of the emotional side? It might have been seriously great instead of just a comfort
snack. Eh, there’samood for (almost) everything.

| was actually going with four stars here because the book delivers within its own parameters, but the ending
really isatrifle too remote. | am not complaining about (view spoiler), but the way things wrap up after and
in the epilogue. Too fast even for me.

Okay, on adightly different note, | have to ask this because thisis the third time I’ ve come across thisin
maybe aweek. Why put “nasally” when the word is used as an adjective, not an adverb? Is this a new thing?
It's not just asingle author, or I’d just put it down to bad editing. Or maybe it’ s the same editor in al those
cases? | wonder.

Cherie Noel says

I've yet to be disappointed with an Amber Kell novel. They are without fail fun, light reads that | can count
on to take me away from all the stress the world can sometimes pile on. | love that they are dependably bite-
sized,and just as dependably delicious...like v.expensive, v.tasty hors d'oeuvres they always make me think
there must be really good champagne right around here somewhere, ‘cause for sure there are hot men, and
general yumminess all around. I'll buy anything with Amber's name on it. This book I'd buy twice to read
once, cause | think it might be the best of al her great books!!

Honey says

I don't know what exactly it was about this story that reeled mein but | loved it from start to finish. The
characterswere alot of fun, especially Dave the driver and his raiding of Callum's fridge. Sin was dominant
to afault (to the point were he deserved a smack upside the head) and Callum the absentminded cook that fit
himtoaT.

Lucy says

Sinis aformer mercenary who now works in security. And over protective isfar short a description for him.
Heis also a secret romantic, sure that despite what' s he' s seen and done, he will find that one perfect person
for him. He finds that “might be the one” at a bar, in the form of Callum Turner, a chef extraordinaire who
may seem smaller and shyer but is no doormat. | loved Callum. Sin doesn't kiss, just not histhing. Callum
doesn't take to that. | LOVED his response: “If we can’'t connect enough to kiss, then | don’t need you inside



my body.” Yes, sir, | agree!

There was an odd visual for me when Sin has a moment when “his cock was banging at his zipper and
begging to come out and play.” | admit it, | was picturing a cartoon penis holding a ball and asking the
neighbor to come out and play. Demented, but that’s my problem.

There is a stalker out there who wants Callum and Sin is going overboard in making sure Callumis
protected. Callum is not shrinking violet. When Jonathan, a newbie at the security firm, is assigned to guard
him, he sneers at Callum and acts like ajerk, calling it a babysitting assignment. Callum givesit back to him
easily. Good for him.

Dave, the driver and immediate fan of Callum after eating hisfood, is a great character (hugging Callum so
hard Callum is sure hislungs are crushed and that his kidneys are rupturing).

There is an ex-boyfriend who gets murdered and a stalker who is crazy. Sinisinjured and Patrick, Sin’s
business partner and friend, blames Callum. Callum’ s brother Arthur is another great secondary (and come
on, astory for Arthur! Please!). Heis also over protective of Callum (like Sin) and it was a great thing to
read, how much they all cared for him. | really liked the charactersin this story and how they interacted.

Itisabit of insta-love, at least for Sin, but then again he's been waiting his whole life for that special guy, so
it's understandable in away. My thought was that it needed to be longer because of all that was going on,
and the end wrapped up alittle too fast.

Ali says

Tempting Sin held very little appeal for me beyond the initial premise: the characters were flat and none
more so than Sin himself, there was only atoken conflict to drive the plot, and the writing was only
mediocre. | don't particularly care for love-at-first-sight and | like it even less when the characters behave as
if their instant connection should give them access to and/or control over their partner's life because it's not
only creepy, but unrealistic. Callum didn't seem to mind--and with overprotective brotherslike his, I'm not
surprised, but | don't find gratuitous threats or controlling, paternalistic behaviour charming or attractive. |
wanted to send both Sin and Arthur to anger management; | had to grit my teeth every time either one went
into "mercenary mode." But your kink is not my kink and that's okay (Y KINMKATO). Unfortunately, there
was nothing more to the characters or their relationship than sex, food, and possessive behaviour. The stalker
plot felt tacked-on and unnecessary, but it gave Callum an opportunity to assert himself. It was areally nice
change to have him take everyone else by surprise and | wish he'd had more chances to do so in his personal
life. Tempting Sin wasn't my cup of tea, but if the author had focused more on character development, it
probably could've been.

Dallison says

Very cute, really enjoyed this book.



Mandy*reads obsessively* says

This book reminded me of the book Catching Mr Right by the same author.
Soul mates, opposites attract, grave danger, entertaining enough read.

Romancing the Book says

Reviewed by Patti, Book provided by Total-E-Bound Publishing, and Review originally posted at
Romancing the Book.

Sinclair (Sin) Alverston has become bored with life as he knows it. He wants to find that special someone to
come home to but he hasn’t found anyone who gives him the feeling he needs before he will let down his
guard enough to even consider staying overnight. From the beginning I liked Sin’s strong character and his
need to keep people safe. He had his flaws like everyone but | was immediately drawn to him. Callum
Turner struck me right away as a sweet man with a spirit of fire. He possessed a great sense of self and a
fantastic sense of humor. Callum is so willing to look for the good in people and Sin is aways so willing to
look for danger it can be a perfect match or way too many episodes of opposites clashing.

| really liked the way they meet and how they interact from the first moment on. It sets the tone of the whole
relationship and stays relatively true throughout. | enjoyed the storyline very much even though it seemed a
bit predictable at times. There needs to be something to write the story around and this fits the characters, it
also sets up the series and introduces people for books to come. They have thisinstant sexual attraction that
can't beignored but it quickly becomes more than that. Sin’s protective alphainstinct kicks in and he has
gone from lone wolf to guard dog in a heartbeat. Callum isn’t happy about all of the alpha behavior but some
of the perks are not so bad.

Throughout the story there is a constant give and take with them as they struggle to figure out how they will
find aplace in each other’slife. | particularly enjoyed that Callum was a chef and they use his career to
interact with many of the secondary characters throughout the story to build strong relationships. Sin’s
personality is more abrasive and therefore is more difficult to cozy up to but once afriendship isformed itis
strong. This feeds his characters ability to have a great base of friends he can trust.

Thisisthefirst book in the Mercenary Love series and the first story from Amber Kell that | have read but |
am already planning on getting the rest of the series. The otherstitles are Testing Arthur and Teasing
Jonathan. If the other titles are as hot as this one, | will be avery happy reader. Thisis going in my re-read
pile. Tempting Sin is going on my recommended reading list for my fellow readers.




