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Thefirst in a stunning new seriesfrom the author of The Silence of the Sea, winner of the 2015 Petrona
Award for best Scandinavian Crime Novel.

The only person who might have the answers to a baffling murder case is the victim’s seven-year-old
daughter, found hiding in the room where her mother died. And she's not talking.

The Legacy isthefirst installment in a fantastic new series featuring the psychologist Freyja and the police
officer Huldar.

Newly-promoted, out of his depth, detective Huldar turnsto Freyjafor her expertise with traumatized young
people. Freyja, who distrusts the police in general and Huldar in particular, isn't best pleased. But she’s
determined to keep little Margret safe.

It may provetricky. TheKkiller isleaving them strange clues: warningsin text messages, sums scribbled on
bits of paper, numbers broadcast on the radio. He' s telling a dark and secret story—nbut can they crack the
code? And if they do, will they be next?
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From Reader Review The L egacy for online ebook

Viv JM says

| thoroughly enjoyed this slice of Nordic Noir. It was a gripping thriller with plenty of twists and turns, red
herrings and imaginative murder weapons! | found the murder scenes themselves edge-of -seat frightening,
but without being unnecessarily gory in their descriptions. The characters, including children and young
people, were well written and believable. Y es, there were some amazing coincidences pulling the whole
thing together but that is often par for the course to keep any mystery going.

Thisisthe best thriller/mystery | have read in along time and | am pleased to hear that the second book in
the series has been translated into English as | will definitely be keen to read more from this author.

L eah says

A great start...

When a horrific murder is carried out, there's only one witness, 7-year-old Margrét, but she's too shocked to
tell her tale. So it's decided to ask the Children’'s House to help out — a place that speciaisesin helping
traumatised children. Meantime the police are searching through the murder victim's background to try to
find any reason for her murder, but Elisa seems to have been normal in every possible way: happy marriage,
agroup of long-time friends, good at her job, and generally popular. And the next victim — because of course
there's a next one — seems equally unlikely. Margrét's testimony seems to be the only hope...

Thisisthe beginning of anew seriesfor Yrsa Sigurdardéttir, based around Freyja, the psychologist in charge
of the Children's House, and Huldar, the detective in charge of the case. I'm not sure if both will appear in
future books or just Freya, but they definitely share the billing in this one. The book is written in third
person, past tense throughout. The crime seems to have its roots in the past but we learn about it through
eventsin the present. Personally, I'm thrilled to see a crime book returning to this more traditional format of
storytelling — the single time period flows more naturally than chopping backwards and forwards, the third
person alows the author to range more widely across the characters without being restricted by what a first
person narrator can know, and the past tense is so much more natural and appropriate that | really can't
understand why there's such an insistence on using present tense. (I have never once seen anyone complain
about a book being written in the past tense, have you?) I'm hoping maybe trends are finally shifting again...

As often happens with the first of a series, this one starts off pretty slowly, with much filling in of the
backgrounds of the main characters — perhaps a little too much. There are places where it drags a bit and |
found myself wishing that the plot would move along alittle faster. However, | like both Freyja and Huldar
as lead characters. Neither of them are perfect, but nor are they angst-ridden weirdos or drunks. They are
both professionals who take their jobs seriously. Freyja clearly cares deeply about the children who pass
through her care, but she's professional enough not to get too emotionally involved to do her job well. Thisis
Huldar's first time in charge of an investigation, and we see him do his best to keep his team working well
together, even though they get progressively more snappy with each other as the pressure mounts and time
passes with no real leads appearing.

My onereal complaint isthat the murders are particularly horrific, and though in fact Sigurdardéttir only



lingers over the detail of the first one, she writes so effectively that | found the images that she was putting in
my head were too graphic for me, and unnecessarily so. The story is strong enough to stand without the
gruesomeness, so that it felt pretty gratuitous to me.

The plotting, however, is great! Twisty, credible (apart from the murder methods), and full of some lovely
misdirection — nope, | didn't get there until it was revealed at the end, but on looking back, the clues are all
there, so no 'cheating'. It is awhodunit to a degree, but it's actually more about the why of the crime — once
the motiveisclear, soisthe culprit. We see events unfold from various perspectives — Freyja and Huldar, of
course, but also through the victims' eyes, as baffled as we are as to why this is happening to them. And then
there's Karl, ayoung student and radio ham who has come across a strange station emitting strings of
numbers that somehow seem to be connected to both him and the victims. The sections relating to Karl
provide both the central mystery and some great characterisation of him and his friends, as they find
themselves drawn into something they don't understand.

Sigurdardéttir's writing is as excellent as always, and the translation by Victoria Cribb isfirst class—had |
not known it was atrandation, | would have assumed it was written in English. The rather slow start and the
too graphic murders meant that for most of the read it was heading for a solid four stars from me, but the
strength of the last hundred pages or so lifted it — | found myself totally absorbed and the skill of the lead-up
to the eventual solution both satisfied and impressed me. So I'm going with 4%%, and will certainly be looking
out for the next in what | hope will turn out to be afine series, especialy if Sigurdardéttir can rein in her
imagination just alittle on the gruesome front...

NB This book was provided for review by the publisher, Hodder & Stoughton.

www.fictionfanblog.wordpress.com

Carol says

If you either enjoy Nordic Noir or are looking for afresh take on crime writing and weary of the same-old,
same-old, consider The Legacy, the first in the Childrens House series by Y rsa Sigurdardottir.

First, aprimer on Iceland for everyone not aresident of that country.
Iceland has an estimated population of 300,000 and one of the lowest crime ratesin the world.

Take aglance at the following UN data of 2009 homicides:
? Brazil 43,909

? Denmark 47

?UK 724

?US 15,241

?lceland 1

That’sright. One. If you think that’ s stunning, consider that in 2008 there were zero.

Moreover, athough there are approximately 90,000 gunsin Iceland (for those 300,000 people), crimesin
Iceland usually don’t involve firearms. Also, there is virtually no economic disparity or class tension. 97% of
|celanders identify themselves as middle-class. One might well pity the writer who opts to write crime novels
that take place in Iceland.



Enter Yrsa Sigurdardottir, perhaps best known for her series in which the central character is Théra
Gudmundsdéttir. Civil engineer by day. Crime/detective/suspense writer by night.

“[M]y job as an engineer gives me a particular perspective on the human experience and the
way | depict it. Engineers confront the world through technology, numbers, energy, strength,
budgets, and progress; they engage in meetings, face the pressure of schedules and deadlines,
and so on. Other writerswith different training will have insight into layers of the community
that | amlessinterested in. My Iceland is thus different fromthat of Arnaldur Indridason’s; his
viewpoint isthat of a man, mine a woman’sif nothing else. | do not often address the lower
levels of society and by that | mean the so-called underworld of criminals. My murderersare
regular people—something that | find more challenging, motivating, and credible. The local
underworld hereis not capable of interesting murderers; when these occur they are always
committed under the influence and are mainly pathetically sad.

Instead of drug-dealing and petty crimes, | prefer that the interaction between my characters
leading up to ill deeds takes into account the closeness of people here. Where six degrees of
separation applies to most of the world’ s inhabitants, in Iceland it is probably only one degree
of separation. Or zero. This provides a great tool for crime and thriller writing as my plots
tend to revolve around the minor and major clashes between people. What better than to have
everyone know, or know of, everyone else? How hard would you fight to keep your ugliest
secrets secret under such circumstances?”

Why focus on the author in my review? Because, on its face, there’ s nothing obviously specia about the plot
of The Legacy. What makes The Legacy agreat novel and successful crime/suspense read is the way
Sigurdardottir tells her story and her skill intelling it, which reflects the excerpted interview above.

In 1987, something horrific happens and, as aresult, and three children are adopted by three different
families. Flash forward to 2015 and a doctor’ s spouse and mother of 3 is murdered in her own Reykavik
home. Unbeknownst to the killer, the young daughter, Margret, is under the bed during the murder and
becomes a crucial witness for the police. The doctor/husband is out of town on business, and Margret is
whisked to the Childrens House, for appropriate counseling and care. The director of the ChildrensHouseis
Frejya

Detective Huldar, a nicotine-chewing, single, smart but inexperienced, junior detective, leads the
investigation. Huldar recently met and gave afake name to Frejya at a bar one evening, then snuck away
from her apartment the following a.m. without a note, text or goodbye. This background makes for some
additional tension throughout the novel, from the moment of Margret’ sinitial interview about her
observations on the night of the murder. Other related murders occur. There' s a code none of the detectives
can crack and no resources available to them to crack it.

It's soon apparent that the downside of having so few murders occur that a department lacks the resources or
expertise to solve the ones that do. But then. Sigurdardottir creates a police department under stress, where
the various players act authentically. Margret acts and communicates in an age-appropriate manner. Frejya’'s
back story — a brother in jail and her house-sitting both his apartment and his dog, Molly, in a sketchy area of
town — makes sense. The code is delivered by radio to atrio of down-on-their luck twenty-year old guys, one
of whom, Karl, is particularly well-written and sympathetic. His friends act like twenty-year old guys, not
props to flesh out the quantity of possible suspects. | didn't identify the killer until the same moment Huldar



identified [insert ambiguous pronoun here], which is asign of success with any crime novel.

Note that, while the gore is minimal, the killing scenes are so effectively written that they place the reader in
the head of each victim, with full knowledge that escape isimpossible. Chilling is an understatement. It'sthe
opposite of torture-porn, but ... still.. you may well want to skip ahead afew pagesif you don’'t want to have
those scenes embedded in your brain for some time. The suspense was pal pable from the first moment Karl
heard a sound in his basement and it remained unexplained. Odds are you'll stay up too late to read it, as |
did.

Asan aside, props to the publisher for inserting, upfront, a character and pronunciation list. Given the
crowded cast of characters and my desire to learn Icelandic pronunciations, | found thislist especially
helpful.

Thanksto St. Martin’s Press and Net Galley for providing an e-copy for my review.
Note: The second book in the series, The Reckoning, is scheduled to be released on March 22, 2018; and

here’s alink to a 2015 interview with Sigurdardottir.
http://scancan.net/sigurthardottir_1 ...

Susan says

Although | am a great fan of Scandinavian crime fiction, for some reason | had not yet read anything by Yrsa
Sigurdardottir. So, when | discovered she was starting a new seriesthat | could read from the beginning, |
thought it was an ideal to chanceto read her at last and | am glad | did. We begin with eventsin 1987 and
decisions involving some traumatised children.

The novel then turns to 2015 and the horrific murder of a woman, whose young daughter is the only witness.
The crime isinvestigated by the newly promoted Detective Huldar and his partner, Rikhardur. Huldar
suspects that his promotion could be something of a poisoned chaliceif he failsto solve hisfirst mgjor
inquiry and things get worse when he becomes uncomfortably reacquainted with Frejya, the director of the
Children’s House, who is familiar with Huldar from a previous meeting.

Asthe novel unfolds, we have atwisted killer and some very gruesome deaths; made somehow even more
horrific by the use of mundane, household appliances... There are some excellent characters and the sense of
menaceis very well done. | thought this was a good introduction to a new series and | thought there were a
good choice of possible suspects. | realy need to go back and re-discover this author’s past work asthisisa
great read for crime fans.

Alexandra (matobookal o) says

[UNn &€exv2ue 2t EeKIV 2L e LI0BEC?A Kl CLVEX?(El UE Va U?pTLpa-TI6? (hide spoiler)]




Paromjit says

Trandated from Icelandic, thisisthefirst in the Children's House series set in Reykavik. Thisisamurky,
dark and twisted tale which beginsin 1987 where after an unspeakable event, child experts make the
controversial decision to separate three children into different adoption homes. This connects to what
happens later down the years in 2015 when a mother is gruesomely murdered, discovered under her bed is
her seven year old daughter, Margret, the only witness to the crime.

Freyjaisdirector and psychologist at the Children's House which has the remit of meeting the needs of
young, traumatised and abused children. They also facilitate contact between the child and the police with a
view to protecting the child. Detectives Hulder and Rikhardur are the investigators on the case and needless
to say, Margret is a difficult witness to pin down. Freyja distrusts the police, and Hulder in particular, with
whom she has history. There are further deaths with the continuing strange use of ordinary household items
as the murder weapons, and clues that include odd notes and coded messages on the radio. It is acomplex
case where the killer will do anything to evade justice and is a difficult figure to discern.

An atmosphere of menace pervades the book and there a number of potential suspects. In an intricately
plotted story the tension and suspense is well maintained. The wide ranging characters are well developed
and there is a strong focus on relationships in the novel. Very dark Scandi-Noir. Recommended read. Thanks
to Hodder and Stoughton for an ARC.

Abby (Crime by the Book) says

Full review to come! Thisis one fantastic series launch from Y rsa Sigurdardottir - | will absolutely be
coming back for more of her Children's House books. Layered, vivid, chilling, slow-burning yet tense - this
is superb crime writing.

K ostas Papadatos says

TO KOA?TEPO AOTUVOUIK? HUBIOT?pN A TOU Al Baca P?roC. E1dIK? 01 TEAELTO?6C DIOK 701 EC OEA?OEC
210V 200¢ 0l KOA?TEPEC OlOK 201 EC TEAELTA 7C OEA?OEC TIOU ?X W Sl 0?0€l TIOT?.

Z?2youpa n Sigurdardottir Bewpe?tal TA?0V HEY?A0 VOUA TOU X?7p0U Kal dIKO2wE a@o? eVl
TEVTOO7AAQ 0.

Mouv ?pe0e TEPIOG?TEPO KAl AT? TO TPONYOUEVO BIBA?0 NG

sue says

Thisisthefirst book in the start of a new crime series which | devoured page by page.

I'd left this book at home, thought | had it in my bag when | knew 1'd be spending some time in the car and
sitting for appointments at the hospital (nothing serious)

| was so fed up as | couldn't wait to jump back into this plot.



A ten year old daughter becomes the only witness to aterrible shocking murder.
Treading carefully the Police need to bring in some expertise. The Children's house.
Then more people die.

There somehow links together a pattern by texts, strange weird messages and numbers.

There are so many twistsin this book you will get dizzy.
So many turns that you will trip over yourself coming back.

It's such a huge well written book that kept meriveted. Yesriveted to it. | was stuck like glue.
That'swhy | couldn't wait to get home to finish it and but at the same time. | didn't want it to end.

My thanks to Veronique at Hodder for my copy.

Laura/Mystery in Minutes says

Mystery in Minutes Overall Rating: 4.5/5

To read the complete review, please visit https.//www.mysteryinminutes.com/revi....

Voted Best Crime Novel of the Year by thelcelandic Crime Authors Association, The Legacy isthe
first installment in the Children's House series, written by "lceland's Queen of Crime", Yrsa Sigurdardottir.
The Legacy is an intelligent, slow-burning, character-focused police procedural that methodically reveals
layer upon layer of ingenious plotting involving cryptic, coded messages, dark family secrets, and some of
the most creatively horrific methods of dispatching victims this reviewer has ever read. Ms. Sigurdardottir
can certainly bring the frightening imagery with the best of them (Mo Hayder, have you met Yrsa
Sigurdardottir?), and the very first chapter holds the reader in avise grip as it describes, from the victim's
POV, the petrifying minutes leading up to the killing. The novel centers around this first murder of ayoung
mother within her home. One of her three children happens to be present, in hiding, during the mother's
murder, and may "hold the key" to identifying the murderer, and solving the mystery. Can child psychol ogist
Freyja, and police officer Huldar (for whom thisis hisfirst time leading a big case) win this traumatized,
young child's trust, and sensitively persuade her to open up about the nightmarish things that she heard and
saw that fateful night? And can Freyjaand Huldar protect the only witness from atruly terrifying killer who
isstill at large? For the answers to these questions, wrapped up in a twist you may never see coming, make
The Legacy part of your crime fiction reading list!

Liz Barndey says

Another banging good crime thriller from Y rsa Siguraordottir here. Love that it will be anew series. | was
very fond of al the characters but boy it is not for the faint hearted with reference to the death scenes!
*shudder*

Brilliant.
Full review later at some point.



Dimitris Passas says

EAQ@P?C KAT?TEPO TLWV TIPOCAOKI NV OV TO TP?TO U?2P0C TNE VU OEIP?C PIBA?WY TNC ayaTIUANG
HOU 10AQVA?C GLYYPAP?WC, N OTIO?0 A VETAL VO CTP2PETAI TP?C TA T1? ?2Ka 00 p??? police procedural
HLBLoTOPUATO. TO IBIATEPO OTOIXE?0 TIOL EEX?PILE TNV Sigurdarddttir aTr? TOLC UTTPAOITIOUC,
OKOVvAIVaBo?¢ Kal pn, crime oLyypO@E?G TIOL OEV 2TaV PAAO OTT? TNV KOAAL?PYELO TNC LTTAVOIOG 200V
a@oP? TNV LTEP-PUOIK? TRIPAUBACT OTN dP?0N KAl TNV TIAOK? TGV LOTOPL TNE, O AUT? 1O BIBA?0
aTOLO1 2LEl TA?PWC. MapakoAovBo?ue BAUA-B2Ud TIC TIPOCSTI?OEIEC TN AOTUVOU?20¢ TOL PAKIABIK
0€ CUVEPYNO?d UE TNV LTNPEC?O T AIK G TPooTaa?a¢ (Children House) va GUAA?Bel ‘Vav KaB' 2€1v
O0A0QPV0, 0 OTID?0C OKOTVEL LE TIPOYUATIK? @PIKT? TP?TO TA B2U0TA TOU. TO V0 GTOIXE?0 TIOL
OVEL N CLYWPAP?OC TOV AVOW?0TN EAAI N El00YWY? TOL BIBA?0L TNV OTID?0 TIIPOKOAOLBOUE
TN ou{?TNAN TEV APUL WY POPWV OXETIK? LE TNV LIOBEC?0 TPLV TV TOU 2LNoav Hia
QVE?TITN OIKOYEVEIOK? TPAYWd?0. M0 21av @UVOULE 0TO T?A0¢ TOL BIBA?0L KATOAQBAVOULE
TG OXET?LETAI N VI0BEC?U PE TOUC YPAOLG TIOL JIATP?TTOVTAI OXEOV 25 XPVIO OPYy?TEPT KOl
@PUAVOULUE 0 VO @VZAE, TO OTID?0 TYOLPA OEV ENAI ATOYONTEVTIK? UEV PAANA, KAT? TNV TPOCWTIK?
Hou ?royn, dev a&10TIE? TA7PWCE TN CUVOIGBNUATIK? QUVAMIK? TNG 1OTOP?0 G KO ATIOTUYX VEL v
QU?0€l OTNV CLYKIVNOIOK? KOP?Qwon Tou Ba TEPZUEVA. Map?Aa auT? CUOTVETAI OVETTP?AAKTA
OTOUC AVOYV?0TEC TIOL EVOIO@PZPOVTAL V1A TOIOTIKA PUXOAOYIK? thrillers, ev? 0l @avaTIKO? TNG
Sigurdardéttir c?youpa Ba TO EKTIU?00LV BENVTWC.

Karen Whittard says

Thank you to Netgalley, Publisher and Y rsa sigurdaedottir for the opportunity to read this book for an honest
review.

| voluntarily reviewed an Advance reader copy of this book.

Y ou can find my review on both Goodreads and Amazon. On Goodreads from today under Karen Whittard
and on Amazon under k.e.whittard from publication date.

Thisis an extremely dark book. Not to be read by the faint hearted. Which luckily isn't me. It involves a
twisted killer, gruesome deaths and the horrific use of mundane household items. There are some excellent
charactersin this book. A wonderful creepy feel to the book. Which i feel isagreat opening to this series.
Thereis awhodunnit feel to this book which will continue to keep you guessing at what is going on.

I think you will enjoy this book if you like creepy crime thriller books.

Happy reading everyone

Mary Book-itsa says

Exovtag dlapaaoel TNV EKAIKNON TNE 1010¢ TO OTOI0 EIVAL VA AT TO AYOTIUEVA oL BIRAIO T pa
LE HEYOAN Xapa aTa Xepta pou 1o Dna. BeBaia dgv poladouv KaBwg TO TIPWIO VAl HETAQUCIKO



Bp?AAEP. To BIBAIO EEKIVOEL PE EVAV TIPOAOYO TIOL TOTIOBETEITAI XPOVIKA 0TO 1987. MeTa £X0VTaG
gragel oto 2015 n apxXn VIVETOI TIOAU QUVOMIKA E TOV TIPWTO PAV0. AlYO HETO OKOAOULBEL KAl EVA(
OEVTEPOC. EXOUV yIVElL Kal Ol dUO HE EVOV EEQIPETIKA TEPIEPYO TPOTIO O OTIOIOC LE EKAVE GE OAO TO
BiBAIO vO avopwriEUal ViaTl. H 0O0TUVOUIO HOL QOVNKE EAOPPWCE LTIOTOVIKI £WG AXPWN OAAD
€0WOE TNV KATAOTAON N PuxoAoyog Ppeyia TNV OTOIA KOl CUUTIIBNOA TOAL. Na oxedov 300
O€AIOEC KOl KOTI OEV UTIOPECO VA KOV KOO OTIOAVTWS OUVAEDT TNE LOTOPIOC TIOL TEPIYPOPETAL
OTOV TIPOAOYO HE TO TWPO. Ol EKTEVEIC TEPIYPUPEC OV EKAVAV TO VELPA KPOOTIA KOl HOVO Alyo
TIPIV TO TEAOC KATAAO PO TO OKOTIO TIOL EELTINPETOLOOV. AQPOUL TO OTPIPOYUPICE 000 JEV T PVEI
TEAIKO MOC ATOKAALYE TOV SOAOQPOVO TOCGO UTIOU UTII, TIOL HOALC TO dlABaod EKATOO Kal
KOITOUOO TNV 0eAIda Kava S5aAETTO. EIAIKPIVA dgV TMYE TO LUAAO IOV OUTE KAV OTO
EAAXIOTO,TPOAO TIOU £XW Al APBACEL LI OAOKANPN BIBAIOBNKN 0CTUVOMIKA £WC Twpd. O
00A0PV0C d0BNKE LOVO OTOV TO ATQACIoE N Yrsa. H ypa@n TnNg Elval KaAN KAl Ol @govol 0pKETA
ELEAVTAOTOL.EXw KaTaAngel T o1 [AavO0l 0TV AOTUVOUILKN AOYOTEXVIO OV ap?o0uv. Eriong
Bpnka owaoTn TN HETAQPOOCN KAl XO1POUAL TIOU dEV UTTPXAV ETIIVAABAVOUEVEC PPATEIC KALOE OTIWG
OT0 TEPIOCOTEPA AOTUVOLIKA.Ol TEAEUTAIEC 200 OEAIBEC EQUYAV VEPAKL. Kal ?0W0av OAO TO
UTT?AOITIO OTNV KUPIOAEEIA. TO EVO OOTEPOKI KOTIKE YIOTI ETIEE PE TN UTIOUOVI HEXP! VO OEBEL N
TIAOKI UETAEL TOPEABVTOC KOl TIPVTOC OAAD B0 UTIOPOL O VA TNE dWOW OKOUA IGO0 LOVO yid
TIC 2 TEAELTOIEC OEAIOEC TIOU TIG A TPEYA.

Blair says

| don't know if the author is just insanely prolific or whether there's a huge backlog of her work to translate
into English, but it seems there's anew Y rsa Sigurdard6ttir book every nine months or so, and here, like
clockwork, isthe latest. The Legacy isthefirst in the Children's House series. It introduces the central
characters of Freyja, director of the Children's House refuge for traumatised and abused children, and police
detective Huldar.

The Legacy has one of those devilishly clever prologues: set in 1987, it briefly depicts three young siblings
being split up and sent to adoptive families. We know nothing about them, except that their background is so
disturbing that a) the adults present can barely bring themselves to talk about it, and b) it's deemed best to
separate the children before their reliance on each other becomes unhealthy. Flash forward to 2015, and the
gruesome murder of ayoung maother —with her seven-year-old daughter the only witness — appears to have
nothing to do with the opening scene. But, of course, they must be connected. If the opening hooks you, the
compulsion to understand how 1987 and 2015 join up is what will drive you through almost 500 pages at
Speed.

Thisbeing a series, it also needs athread that will be carried through to subsequent books, and here it comes
in the shape of an unnecessarily complex set of entanglements between Huldar and Freyja, no doubt setting
up what will eventually become arelationship. Huldar has aso had an ill-advised hook-up with a colleague's
wife, the consequences of which slowly unravel over the course of the book. Although some of thisis more
relevant to the plot of The Legacy than it first appears, most of it is pretty boring to read about. Whenever the
narrative dwelled on either character's domestic situation, | longed for areturn to the crime plot.

That said, the grotesque murders are the worst of both worlds:. too obviously invented to convince, but more
horrible than | want to read about in a novel. And when the murderer's motive is revealed, it turns out to be
ridiculously convoluted. While I'll grudgingly admit the solution does tie everything together — including that
prologue —it's so utterly unguessable that | found it frustrating anyway: not so much an 'ah, | see—



ingenious!' lightbulb moment as a'what, really?!' throw-the-book-asi de-in-annoyance moment.

| wonder if the author feels more wedded to crime conventions when writing 'series books than she does
writing standal ones, as without exception | have found the latter to be more original, more effective and
superior in just about every way. I've also hoticed that she always seems to weave at the very least a
suggestion of some ghostly or supernatural element into her one-off books, something that's conspi cuous by
its absence here. | missed that dark, intriguing edge; the deaths in The Legacy aren't frightening, just horrible,
and the plot is more than alittle clunky. | will continue to read standalone novels from Sigurdardattir, but |
don't think the Children's House seriesis for me.

| received an advance review copy of The Legacy from the publisher through NetGalley.
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