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From Reader Review Lady of Desire for online ebook

Saly says

3.5 stars
Mixed feelings about this one. I don't know how I feel about the heroine. She was a spoilt impetuous brat just
skating on the edge of ruin. She glamorised her stupid mother who chose men over her children. She runs
away from the house and into the hero who runs a criminal gang. But in reality he is a runaway abused boy,
who is an Earl. As is the case the heroine is all fine getting all hot & heavy with H. He learns her identity &
drops her in her family's lap. The spoilt brat then decides she will marry a 70 year old so that she can have
her freedom when he drops dead and make merry.

H is forced by circumstances to get back to the life he left at 13. He now knows he can get the h & woos her.
She starts teaching him how to fit into society. This was again a super vulnerable hero, loved by no-one. I
liked how he walked away from the h throwing her vanity & stupidity in her face. Of course she chases him,
rescues him & they get their HEA. h does end up finally growing up in the book.

Toni says

The fourth book of the Knight Miscellaney series “focuses” on the story of the youngest sibling, Lady
Jacinda Knight. I must admit, out of all the books I’ve read so far in this series (only read 5 out of the 7), this
is the one I least like.

My main problem is the lead heroine. It’s kind of hard to like a character who acts like a spoiled rich
brat/poor little rich girl for most of the story. At one level, you do feel for her because she is being forced to
marry a family friend, because her brothers think this would make a “proper lady” out of her and that she
won’t end up being like their mother, shunned by the ton for her very “unlady like” reputation and the
number of affairs she had. Jacinda, meanwhile, wants to marry for love.

However, this scenario is one I didn’t really buy. For starters, all the other brothers (at least the ones whose
stories were told in the previous books} didn’t give you the impression that they were brutes, the type that
would really force her to marry someone she doesn’t want. Robert, Lucien and Damien all married their
wives because of love; Alec wouldn’t care less, while Jack is nowhere to be seen. Their family was also very
wealthy, so there was no economic rush to marry off their sister. The fact that Jacinda was able to reason her
way out of the marriage through a very honest, moving speech, also showed that her brothers, overall, could
be reasoned with. So this problem wasn’t really much of a problem.

At some level, you can feel sorry for her because as a woman in the times and society she lived in, she didn’t
have much of a choice of how to live her life. Nevertheless, compared to others, like her friend, Liz, she still
had a lot of resources and “more freedom” so some of her behaviour was just irritating. What frustrates me
the most is that sometimes, you do see some really great redeeming qualities in her that I feel like was
wasted. Compared to her male siblings, it was quite admirable that she remembered her mother for her more
heroic acts and not just the scandals she created. This to me was one thing I didn’t like about the other
brothers I’ve read so far – all of them acknowledged that their father was a cruel man, but no one seemed to
connect the mother’s behaviour to have affairs as connected to this. Neither could they at least give her credit
for the more admirable things she did, including sacrificing her life to save friends of hers from the French



Revolution. Jacinda was the only one who acknowledged this side of her mother. So it was frustrating to see
that instead of emulating her mother by pursuing more charitable pursuits (like perhaps being pro-poor like
her sister-in-law Belle), she continues on acting like a spoiled brat and even planning to marry a very much
older noble man so that when he dies, she would be free to do what she likes.

I don’t know, perhaps Ms Foley had no choice but to write her this way given her youth (she was only
around 19) and to remain faithful to how women were during the Regency period. After all, this is one of the
great strengths of her books, how well she infuses it with historical facts and how well she makes her
characters more faithful to how men or women act during those times even though the books may end up
being unappealing for readers in the present time. In some ways, I would have preferred if Jacinda’s story
was made the last book in this series (she is after all, the youngest), just so she could be a bit older and
possibly more mature.

The character I liked more in the book is the hero, Billy. In some ways, the book is really more of his story
than Jacinda’s, and it’s just as well because his story is more interesting. I really love Billy. I love how much
he is aware of the plight of the lower classes, and how much he continued caring about them even though he
went back to his noble roots. His father was quite a brute and I personally feel he was forgiven too easily in
the end. (Couldn’t care less if he was dying as he was a really awful person.) I had a problem with the hero’s
name though. I know it’s superficial, but every time I read his name, he sounded more like a character who
should be in the American west rather than rubbing shoulders with the other nobility in London.
Overall, this book was great, but compared to the others in the series, it didn’t grab me as much, hence, the 3
stars.

Cristina says

Really loved this one!

Ursula says

This was a pleasant read, although I did find it somewhat superficial (hey, just because it is HR doesn't mean
it can't be a bit more complex).
Jacinda the heroine was rather silly and immature. Her obsession with being "free" was never really thought
through and her way to go about achieving whatever "free" meant was also silly. She was just plain shallow.
I thought the hero, Billy, was sweet, yet he had killed and assaulted many people during his time on the mean
streets of St Giles. He would have been brutalised and de-sensitized, but apparently this did not happen. We
get no explanation for why his father was so awful to him or why his mother never protected him. His
personal crusade for social justice seemed pointless, as he only really paid lip-service to it after
acknowledging his true identity. Some throw away lines about using Parliament or joining the radical party
does not a Crusader make. For these reasons, I felt the characters were rather two-dimensional and I was not
emotionally engaged in the story.
I did think it was sweet when Jacinda helped Billy to navigate the shark-infested waters of the Ton and I
liked Billy, but give me Crispin in A Lady's Code of Misconduct any day!



Kimberly Carrington-Fox says

 Nuestra reseña en A la cama con... un libro

Pues resulta que me ha encantado y ni me lo esperaba!

Mariloli says

Tiene un maravilloso prota del que he caido enamorada, macizo, noble y con sentido del humor, se merecia,
a mi modo de entender, una mujer menos cabezota que cayera en sus brazos como habria caido yo.

*MariaA* says

OH MY GODDD!! I simply loved it! Makes me wonder why are they not coming up with more of this good
stuff. Strong characters, well played out, one of those books that hold your interest all the way :)

Grecia Robles says

De lo que va la serie este es mi segundo favorito Billy me encantó, tal vez porque le di un descanso de
algunas semanas no sé pero me luego me enganchó. Todavía el de Robert sigue siendo mi favorito.

Jacinda a pesar de todas sus locuras y su resistencia a Billy al final terminó gustándome y entendió que lo
que su mamá hizo no estuvo bien porque nunca fue feliz y terminó pagando caro.
Billy y ella sacaban chispas, pero sobre todo me gustó que en su cortejo fue dándose una amistad y se
convirtieron en mejores amigos la verdad es que fue muy bonito. Billy me daba ternura y sobre todo me daba
tanta penita por lo que le pasó de niño y a causa de eso tuvo que sobrevivir en la calle y en los suburbios
llegándose a convertir en el líder de un grupo delictivo pero a pesar de todo siempre con sus buenos ideales y
su sentido de la justicia.

Bueno pues ya le seguiré con el de Lizzie que es una lástima que su pareja no vaya a ser Alec.

Shawna says

5+ stars – Historical/Regency Romance

WOW! I loved, loved, loved this!

I was deeply saddened over the ending of Lisa Kleypas’s Hathaways series, but luckily Gaelen Foley’s
wonderful Knight Miscellany have been the perfect antidote to my state of mourning. I’ve loved every book
in this captivating series so far: sentimental favorite and heartrending fairytale of Robert “Hawk” Knight,
Duke of Hawkscliffe and beauty Bel in The Duke, enigmatic and seductive spy Lucien and innocent Alice in



the intense, thrilling, sensual Lord of Fire, and the achingly passionate romance between proud, aloof,
paragon war hero Damien, who’s haunted by violent memories and suffering from PTSD, and young, brave,
free spirited Miranda in Lord of Ice. And this fourth installment, Lady of Desire, is another enchanting,
lusciously beautiful love story that nearly surpasses with The Duke for my favorite of the series so far.
Although honestly, they’re all amazing, big 5-star reads, for me!

Lady Jacinda Knight, the youngest and only female of the six Knight siblings, is tired of having her life
controlled and plotted by her well-meaning, yet domineering older brothers and society’s rules and
expectations. The ton anticipates that she’ll eventually succumb to the same nefarious, lusty ways and
scandalous reputation as her late, infamous mother, the “Hawkscliffe Harlot”, but spirited Jacinda is proud of
her mother’s feminist legacy and yearns for the freedom she indulged in, vowing never to let any many
control her again. While running away from an arranged marriage, a series of mishaps finds her alone in an
alley, smack in the middle of the most violent area of the rookery, at the mercy of a dangerous, yet beguiling
gang leader, the notorious thief and scoundrel, Billy Blade.

For Billy Blade, king of a band of thieves who’s hiding from a secret, painful past and trying in his own
rebel’s way to bring justice to people living in the rookeries, pretty, angelic, feisty spitfire Jacinda represents
everything he’s lost and longed for in his cold, lonely, vicious world: innocence, beauty, and hope.

Billy may very well be a depraved criminal, but Jacinda can’t help feeling attracted to his rebellious,
devilishly charming nature or resist his sinfully sexy appeal and wickedly hot tattoos. Good heavens, maybe
her brothers had cause to worry after all and the ton reason to speculate and gossip because piratish-rogue
Billy sure rouses Jacinda’s inner wanton! And her strong will and naïve, burgeoning sensuality steals his
battered thief’s heart.

When the reality of their vastly opposing social stations in life tears them apart, will rebel Billy Blade face
his past and claim his rightful title, Earl of Rackford, from his abusive father to fight for love and a future
with the beautiful girl who’s enchanted his mind, warmed and claimed his heart, and awakened his soul?

Billy Blade is one of the sexiest, most charming, and lovable romantic heroes...ever! I absolutely adored
him! Seriously, there just aren’t enough words to convey how delicious and amazing he is, but he’s definitely
made my list of all-time favorite, swoon-inducing, and husband-worthy heroes. I loved his flirtatious, sweet,
gentle, caring, loyal, chivalrous, giving, tender, yet slightly wicked ways, and his past suffering and
wounded, boyish vulnerability made me want to throw my arms around him, squeeze tight in fierce
protectiveness, and just never let go. And of course, his sexy tattoos and generosity and skills as a lover sure
don’t hurt his appeal, either!

Although I got frustrated at times with Jacinda’s hesitancy and taking Billy/Lord Rackford for granted, once
she finally came to her senses, she gave herself completely, and I admired her caring devotion and lioness-
like protectiveness of him.

Lady of Desire is a delightful, engaging, affecting romance with a charismatic scoundrel, rebel, thief hero
who’s utterly, irrevocably stolen my heart, but alas, I’ve conceded to let Lady Jacinda be with my Billy-boy,
as long as she continues to take good care of him! Big 5 stars!

Here are a couple of my favorite passages:

She likes me. The shock of it sent a jolt of wild joy through him that stole his breath and robbed him
momentarily of his common sense. He, Blade, who stared down cutthroat thugs in the meanest streets of the



city, who laughed at death and snapped his fingers in the hangman’s face, found himself nervous and jumpy
in the presence of a pretty girl. How utterly stupid. He felt like an ass. He didn’t care

“Papa wants you to marry some decrepit old wigsby?” She gave him a charmingly rueful smile, all tousled
golden curls like some angel who had rolled off a cloud in her sleep, he thought, and had fallen to earth with
a thud. “Something like that,” she said in vague amusement. “I see. Well, surely we can find a solution.” He
snapped his fingers and gave her a grin. “Shall I ruin you? That should solve your problem. The old wigsby
won’t want you if you’re used goods, and I assure you, I’d be happy to oblige.”

Here’s my order of favorites in the series, so far:

Books:
1. The Duke & 2. Lady of Desire (tie)
3. Lord of Ice
4. Lord of Fire

Heroes:
1. William Albright, Earl of Rackford; aka “Billy Blade”
2. Robert “Hawk” Knight, Duke of Hawkscliffe
3. Lucien Knight & Damien Knight (tie)

Heroines:
1. Belinda “Bel” Hamilton
2. Lady Jacinda Knight
3. Miranda FitzHubert
4. Alice Montague

Monty Cupcake ? Queen of Bloodshed ? says

I liked this better than the next book, which is about her best friend, Lizzie. I read Lizzie's book, Devil Takes
a Bride first and this one due to liking Jacinda & Billy.

The story goes Jacinda runs away from an impending engagement she's against, the guy is 20+ years older,
which would seem like a grandpa to an 18 year old. Her purse is stolen by a pickpocket and while chasing
him down, she runs afoul of two gangs waging war. She's found by the good gang leader, Billy Blade. Insta-
lust. Jacinda hangs out with Billy for a few hours, makes out with him, and he sends her home, much to her
dismay.

Jacinda is back to her high society life and Billy to his thieving ring and gang wars. Unfortunately, Billy and
his gang is pinched and end up in gaol. To save them all from a hanging, he has to return to the aristocracy
he ran away from. He's a marquis.

Now Billy is in Jacinda's world and he sucks at it. He doesn't know any of the etiquette, what silverware to
use, how to politely insult, etc. Jacinda helps him adapt, schooling him. This was a favorite part, the
development of their friendship. They still want to jump each other's bones, but can't due to their societal
duties. What I didn't like was Jacinda's insistence on marrying an old geezer, waiting for him to die, and then



running wild. She envied this widowed lady who had kept men, and everyone hated her, but because no one
could control the lady, i.e. A husband or relative, Jacinda thought that was awesome. The widow was
revolting.

All in all, the book was better than the proceeding one due to Billy being a dashing outlaw type and Jacinda a
wily woman. And no manly crying bouts.

Nani says

Me ha gustado más que el anterior. Le doy 4 ya que ha sido todo un descubrimiento Jacinda, que me ha
sorprendido muchísimo, muy muy gratamente.
En cuanto a Blade, ha sido más bien si pero no. Tal vez las expectativas famosas, que ya se sabe.

Dangermousie says

My favorite romance trope is not the usual Cinderella one (you know - insanely rich/high status guy falls for
a milkmaid/beggar/hooker/whatever) but the reverse - a rich/upperclass woman has a romance with a man
who is poorer/much worse in status etc.

But, sadly, this is not nearly as popular because romantic stories (whether in dramas or romance novels) are
usually directed at female audience and that is not a big female audience fantasy, compared to the Cinderella
one.

I've come across a number of dramas which have this, but almost never a romance novel. So, basically, I get
excited and check one out whenever I come across one. This led me to Gaelen Foley's Lady of Desire despite
my author trepidation (so far I've read 3 Foley romances - one of which I loved to bits, one of which I was
meh on, and one which I loathed with a passion. So very uneven).

Heroine of LoD is Jacinda - a well-off aristocrat who decides to run away when her family arranges for a
marriage for her with a very suitable family friend. Suitable and nice he may be, but Jacinda has no interest
in him at all - he is horridly old (almost 40, OMG), she has no romantic feelings towards him, and she craves
adventure and excitement - she would looooove to meet a man like Byron's Corsair (because she's a very
sheltered 18 and sort of a fanciful idiot, even if I love her anyway, remembering being this age myself). Not
being prepared for the real world, she gets thwarted before she gets very far by a young pickpocket taking all
her money. So she does what any sensible young woman would do - she runs after him into the nastiest,
meanest part of London wearing her fancy dress and diamond jewelry and ends up right in the middle of a
local gang war.

If this was real world, this would be a very short and unpleasant story - the various thieves, murderers and
gang members inhabiting the area would rob her, rape her and murder her (or, in the best case scenario, hold
her for ransom from her loving if overprotective family). But this is a romance novel, and the gang leader she
stumbles across is a macho, sexy, tattooed 20-something Adonis named Billy Blade who takes her back to
his hideout while he figures out how to make sure she does not report on him to the police and at the same
time how to best return her where she came from before his men slit her throat either for her jewelry or for
her sexy self.



I ended up enjoying this hugely, without the least bit of guilt. She is all "OMG he is so sexy and rough and
speaks with Cockney accent and mmmmm...tattoos. I wanna slum, this would be fun, as I never interacted
with anyone like this before." And he thinks she is so pretty but also would be an awesome elevating
influence and could bring him to the light of righteousness and other similar Victorian terms on the
inspiration of virtuous yet sexy womanhood (though this novel is set a bit earlier).

I also enjoyed all the sex scenes - I couldn't wait for them to hop in the sack (though if I were her, I'd check
for STDs carefully - man who's probably done it with cheap 19th century hookers is probably not super safe)
and get to the whole angst of "OMG I am not good enough for her" and "OMG, my family would never let
me marry a brigand".

(view spoiler)

Carmancita SanMartín says

Me encuentro inmersa en esta saga familiar de los Knight, y a cada cual con sus cosicas. Hay libros que me
han gustado más, otros menos, pero en general, son entretenidos y tienen personajes interesantes, aunque hay
ciertos patrones que se repiten. Solo decir que la pirueta central no me convenció, la parte final me
emocionó, y eso solo puede hacerlo un buen escritor que te haga seguir las andanzas de los protagonistas con
el alma en vilo.
Recomendable, aunque me siguen gustando más el primer tomo y el tercero. Y estoy leyendo el 5 y tieneee
tela...Lizzie es mucha Lizzzie.

Dee says

Lady Jacinda Knight is a brilliant heroine. She pushes the boundaries of what is considered to be acceptable,
and has a mind of her own unlike a few heroines/women written in this era. I am sure that if she had been
born a good hundred years later she would have been part of the womens Suffragette movement of the early
1900's ;) Her eldest brother The Duke of Hawscliffe, who was responsible for her, was reaching the end of
his limits and wanted her married off to a strong man who was capable of controlling her. The chosen man
was his friend who was a widower with a young son. Just as the final arrangements/agreements and a date
was to be set Jacinda ran away from home as she was determined that she was only going to marry a man if
they loved each other and the man her brother has chosen was not the right man for her.

From the outset it would seem that Billy Blade is a low born ruffian who stopped Jacinda from escaping
away to France. Once he realised who she was, he returned her to her brothers but not before he had kissed
her! After getting caught by the police during a robbery he was persuaded to escape hanging by contacting
his father and asking for help. His father was the Marquis of Truro which meant that Billy was of course a
titled nobleman. For a price, his father helped him but it meant that Billy had to tow the line and get ready to
take his title, marry and continue the family line. Billy knew who he wanted as his bride and set out to woo
Jacinda so that he could marry the only woman he has ever loved. I loved Billy and would have happily
swapped places with Jacinda at a click of the finger, he is a very sexy alpha male who deep down has
emotional issues and believes that no one could possibly love him.

I have only recently discovered HR and Gaelen Foley and now I am hooked! Ms Foley’s writing is smooth,



her stories easy to read, they flow really well and have interesting and gripping content , she definitely
knows how to tell a fabulous story! Some of her books have more steam than others but as they all have lots
of fabulous sexual tension that can be easily forgiven.

Ms Foley has become an auto-buy for me and I am looking forward to obtaining more of her back catalogue
and her future publications.

Julianna says

Reviewed for THC Reviews
With Lady of Desire, Gaelen Foley has racked up another solid story in the Knight Miscellany series. From
what I can tell so far, Ms. Foley seems to be an author who is consistently good. Her attention to history and
details really help to bring her stories vividly to life. I really enjoy her exploration of topics outside the social
aspects of the ton, which deftly bring to life the more realistic side of life in that era. Her descriptions of life
in the rookery and some of the social and political issues of the time give voice to a different segment of the
population, as well as a stark reminder that unfortunately some things never really change. However, in spite
of my appreciation for the author's strong writing style, I found the storytelling in Lady of Desire was not
quite as much to my liking as its predecessors in the series. The story got off to an explosive start, but then
seemed to loose some steam especially through the middle, and while the ending satisfactorily wrapped
everything up, I felt that it was a little too simplistic. I realize that when a person believes that death is
imminent, they can do some rather unusual and extraordinary things, but ultimately, Billy's ready forgiveness
of his father for a lifetime of hurt and abuse, just didn't quite ring true to me. Billy had felt thoroughly
unloved and unlovable all his life, and to have just a few words be able erase all that, was a bit too easy in
my opinion. I did like Billy's realization that even the bad things in life can bring about good if we let them,
but again, I felt like his revelation came about a bit too quickly with no real introspection to show how he
came to that conclusion. I was also a little disappointed that Lady of Desire, like it's predecessor, Lord of Ice,
was somewhat light on the actual romance. There were just so many things going on in the story that I
thought the plot itself in many ways overshadowed the relationship development. At times it felt like a
historical novel with romance in it rather than just a romance, but readers who have a preference for that sort
of thing should really enjoy this book.

I had been extremely intrigued by Billy when he made his first appearance in Lord of Ice. For a thief lord, he
was very charming with an air of danger about him that was very appealing. I was immediately certain that
he would play a significant role in a future book(s), and was pleasantly surprised when I discovered that he
would be the hero of this story. I loved Billy's early scenes with Jacinda in the rookery. I was instantly
mesmerized by his scrumptious bad boy looks and persona as well as his Robin Hood style of robbing the
rich to give to the poor, but when he took up his rightful title as Lord Rackford, I felt like he changed a little
too much, loosing that aura of mystery and danger. At one point, Jacinda muses about how she has truly
made a gentleman out of Billy, but it was a pity because she “rather liked him as a heathen,” which is exactly
how I felt. I did enjoy the scenes where he sneaks back to the rookery though. His sly, cunning scheme to
exact revenge on his former gang rivals had me grinning from ear to ear. Typically I would feel a great deal
of sympathy for a hero with a past as tortured as Billy's, and although I did to some degree, it wasn't as
strong as with some other characters of this type that I've read. I think this was because Billy was an
extremely intense alpha who rarely allowed himself to be vulnerable. Even in those infrequent moments
when he let his guard down a little, I couldn't help but feel that he was still holding something back. I
suppose this was understandable given his past abuse and harsh life in the rookery, but in the end, not wholly



satisfying to me. All in all, Billy was a very interesting hero, just not my favorite kind, but again readers who
enjoy this type of character should really like Billy.

Jacinda was a strong heroine who was a cross between a sweetheart and a spitfire, but many times I felt like
her character was rather uneven. I really liked the gentleness and intuitiveness that she exhibited with Billy
in various ways throughout the book, and I was also impressed that, unlike her brothers, she never seemed to
be overly bothered by her mother's scandalous exploits in life. In fact, although Jacinda was determined not
to cheat on her future husband, she otherwise embraced her mother's legacy, but often her own desire for
love and passion made her afraid of becoming like her mother. Being the youngest and only daughter in the
Knight clan, with all of society including her brothers watching her every move and expecting her to make
the same mistakes that her mother did, I could understand Jacinda feeling trapped and wanting her freedom.
What bothered me though, was the way she tried to go about getting it. She had blown off a potential
marriage to Ian Prescott, a very nice family friend, because she knew there would be no real affection
between them besides brotherly love. Yet she was eager to gain a marriage proposal from another man she
didn't love and who was more than three times her age. This was all in the hopes that he would die quickly,
giving her the freedom she craved, which all seemed a little callous and a bit contradictory to other parts of
her personality, especially when she continued this reckless pursuit even after her feelings for Billy had
become readily apparent. Luckily she came to her senses before it was too late, but all the pulling away that
was going on from both character's perspectives made it a little difficult for me to get a good grasp on their
relationship and feelings for one another.

One thing that I have really enjoyed about Gaelen Foley's writing so far is that she pulls together a full
complement of secondary characters with heroes and heroines from both previous and future books in the
series appearing in nearly every one, and oftentimes their role is more significant than a simple cameo.
Robert and Bel, Lucien and Alice, and Damien and Miranda from the first three books all played a part in
Lady of Desire, with Lucien in particular being fairly important since Billy had been one of his underworld
contacts. Also Lizzie and Alec had pretty substantial roles, and although I was a bit saddened to see their
affections for one another dashed, I already knew they were not going to be a couple since each has their
own future story. In fact, the bookish Lizzie becomes the heroine of the next book in the series, Devil Takes
a Bride. The only Knight sibling who doesn't show up is Jack, who is still “missing in action.” Lady of
Desire is preceded in the Knight Miscellany series by The Duke, Lord of Fire, and Lord of Ice and is
followed by Devil Takes a Bride, One Night of Sin and His Wicked Kiss. Even though I had a few issues with
Lady of Desire, it will not stop me from continuing the series. Gaelen Foley just seems to be one of those
authors that even when her work isn't quite spot-on for me, it is still infinitely readable and better than some
other authors on their very best days.


