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In hisinternationally acclaimed, best-selling book Presentation Zen: Smple Ideas on Presentation Design
and Délivery, presentation master Garr Reynolds gave readers the framework for planning, putting together,
and delivering successful presentations. Now, he takes us further into the design realm and shows how we
can apply time-honored design principles to presentation layouts.

Throughout Presentation Zen Design, Garr shares his lessons on designing effective presentations that
contain text, graphs, color, images, and video. After establishing guidelines for each of the various elements,
he explains how to achieve an overall harmony and balance using the tenets of Zen smplicity. Not only will
you discover how to design your slides for more professional-looking presentations, you'll learn to
communicate more clearly and will accomplish the goal of making a stronger, more lasting connection with
your audience.
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Steve Dineen says

Along with the other Zen Presentation design book i read - A really good and quick guide to improving the
stickiness of your presentations - whether thisis at an exhibition or online ones. | created my first virtual
school video whilst reading this, Steve Jobs presentation book (great for getting the message succinct) and
online videos on using Camtasi. My first outputs was the virtual school video on our youtube channel -
www.youtube.com/Fusionuniversal.

I would say all my presentations are improved of reading this book, along with the Steve Jobs one

Jason Nomura says

Excellent book reviewing the design principles for presentations. Sort of like a design book for non-
designers. | know thereis abook that is similarly titled and covers that, but it is not written with
presentations in mind nor with Garr's well created prose, experience in presentations, or his wonderful
examples.

M ar gaux says

Never underestimate the power of aterrible PowerPoint in ruining a good presentation. Before one of my
professors retired this year, she gave away some of the books she didn't need anymore, and | got this one.
(Yay for free stuff!) Meanwhile in another class, | was docked pints on a group project because of abad
PowerPoint. Apparently you couldn't read it from the back of the classroom.

So when it came time for finals, | finally cracked open this bad boy and spent hours on a presentation. The
result: Everyone was super impressed. There ya go. Hard work pays off.

This book has examples of attractive slides and the elements that make them attractive, including but not
limited to:

text boxes

borders

fonts

pictures

grouping

Do your career afavor and read abook like this at some point, if not this exact book.




M egan says

See my review of Presentation Zen: Simple |deas on Presentation Design and Delivery, here.

Xeo says

In Presentation Zen Design, Garr Reynolds offers atruly entertaining critique of how most of us design
dlideshow presentations. But he goes beyond simply critiquing and gives a comprehensive set of suggestions
for what to do better. As an internationally accomplished speaker and consultant, and a student of the Zen
arts, Reynolds provides invaluable information in one of the most inspiring ways imaginable.

Presentation Zen Design is for anyone who makes slideshow presentations, especially if they want to make
better ones. His main strategy for delivering thisinformation is showing a slide that doesn’t work, explaining
why it doesn’t work, showing an improved version of that slide and explaining the changes that brought it
from mediocre to great. While the method is design, the focus is readability, making it relevant and
understandabl e to an audience of non-designers.

The pace and format are delivered to this intended audience very effectively. Each chapter is designated to a
clearly communicated theme / subject, and the message is communicated much like an actual presentation -
onething at atime. This made it well-paced and digestible, rather than a dense text about design theory. At
every moment | felt that | was gaining valuable insight, but never overwhelmed with new information.

| think part of what helped this was that he didn’t speak only from his own experience. Frequently, he'd
bring in example dlides or short interviews from other professionals, so the voice and tone was varied.
Connecting slidedeck design with certain elements from Japanese culture also increased the book’s
readability. The connections were always relevant, and totally alleviated the potential tedium of reading an
entire book about dlideshows.

Perhaps the part | most appreciated, though, was Reynold' s parting advice to the reader. Some author’s leave
you with “that’s al for now, good luck!” while Reynolds has a whole chapter on how to continue developing
our newfound designer minds using everyday surroundings

To benefit from this book, all the reader needs is an honest curiosity about effective slide design. Reynolds
readily provides the rest, from effective examples to comfortable pacing. After reading Presentation Zen
Design I’ m definitely looking forward to the prequel, Presentation Zen, aswell as his TEDTalk.

Bianca Woods says

A good read, but a bit repetitive of themes from the first book. There is quite a bit of new material in this
book which makes it worth picking up even if you already have Presentation Zen, but don't be surprised to
find some major overlap of content aswell. Thiswas likely necessary to allow this book to exist onit's own,
but it did on occasion make it a bit repetitive to someone who had read the first book.

So, I've given it afour out of five since I'm quite familiar with Presentation Zen, but I'd have likely givenit a
5out of 5if | had only read just this book.



Staham Nguyen says

Such an inspiring book. | read this one during the time | was preparing slide design for the presentation in
front of my whole company. The book contains so many principles not only of design, but also of culture and
life. Additionally, the book itself recommends myriad other good books for reader to dive deeper into such
wonderful craftsmanship.

However, thisis not an immediate solution for those who are looking for a quick-fix treatment.

Tricia Friedman says

An absolute MUST read for anyone in education. Rich with wisdom, art, and fantastic guidance. Design
geeks rejoice--thisis a beautiful read.

Garrett Haynes says

It's good for what it is. | had to read it for school but it is something | never would have read on my own.
Lots of great ideas, tips, and examples on how to improve your slideware presentations, but | felt that it
dragged on alittle with too much minutiae for me, which is alittle ironic since the book espouses Zen
principles about trimming down the unnecessary and superfluous. If you have to (or maybe want to?) read
about improving your presentations then thisis a good book to pick up.

Agus Jakarta says

Another great book by Garr. Just like the first book, in this second book, Garr tried to give us more clear
approach on how to implement zen principles on presentation design. If the first book talks more about
concept, the second one is more technical but still there are some concepts here and there. | recommend this
book to anyone who would like to learn more about presentation and improve their presentation skill.

Garrett Haynes says

It'sgood for what it is. | had to read it for school but it is something | never would have read on my own.
Lots of great ideas, tips, and examples on how to improve your slideware presentations, but | felt that it
dragged on with alittle too much minutiae for me, which is alittle ironic since the book espouses Zen
principles about trimming down the unnecessary and superfluous. If you have to (or maybe want to?) read
about improving your presentations then thisis a good book to pick up.




Jun says

http://junsearth.blogspot.kr/2016/05/...

goodreads.com rating: 4.17
my veridct: main dish is excellent, but the hors d'oeuvre and the dessert are terrible

pro: solid core messages, good examples
con: verbose and repetitive introductions, shallow show-off about the author's knowledge about Eastern
culture

This book is almost refuting its own argumentsin its design and contents. In presentations, lessis more. The
book could have been one third of its volume and still perfect. The book starts with a very long and boring
introduction. When you're done with the waddling through the puddle and are gasping, you find that every
chapter afterwards starts with its own verbose introduction, thoroughly till the end. Y ou can imagine all
those introductions are repetitive, thus boring.

Another thing that rubs you the wrong way is the author's imprudent quotes about Japan. The book starts
with the author saying that the Japanese cuisine, "washoku(??)", is about harmony. Following the same logic,
the United States is a country of beauty, Germany a country of mercy, and France a country of law. | know
that the author added "literally” in that argument to avoid this kind of criticism, perhaps. Then again, | can
say that, literally, the author is one that protrudes in the family of Reynolds.

I know he lived in Japan for 20 years and | bet he knows alot about its culture. But put yourself in the other's
shoes. Imagine some Japanese guy who lived in France for 20 yearstalking about the Latin roots of French
words. Most of Europeans will scorn at the insolence. His quotes about Chinese letters are actually very
scornful for most East Asian people, but | will talk no more.

Now, on the bright side, content-wise this book is very satisfactory. Nothing spectacularly new, but most
suggestions in the book are solid tips for good presentation (and the design of dlides for it). | learned athing
or two about the selection of colors, among other things. And the examples found in the book are well
chosen. What | liked most was, the suggestion about using a photo bigger than the screen, leaving the unseen
for the realm of imagination.

Overall, the book is worth reading. If the author could have followed his own advice and have written the
book in, let's say, 70 pages instead of 240+, it would have won 4 solid stars.

Adam Sipos says

After the disappointing blue book this onein turn did deliver on its promise: practical tips on slide and
presentation design.

Gretchen says

Thisisthe book | wanted Presentation Zen to be. It covers much of the same ground as the original,



emphasizing the need to delivery presentations that are grounded, engaging and compelling rather than Death
by Powerpoint. But as the name implies, this book is more focused on the design of the slides rather than the
Zen story telling.

As someone who spends alot of time creating and delivering presentations, | appreciated the abundance of
tips and tricks - from websites for creating color schemes, to details on text placement. Many of the ideas
presented also can be used when you have to work within a corporate template, which was one of my
complaints from the novel.

Garr Reynoldsison aroll - this should be required reading before anyone is allowed to play with a
Powerpoint presentation. Well done!

Efi says

For me thisis more of areference book. | read the entire book on presentation zen and did a big picture
scanning through this one.




