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In this delectable novel—complete with recipes—Jennifer Ross frosts a sweet story of a young woman
fulfilling her dreams, one delicious cupcake at a time.
 
In Ansley Waller’s world of Southern belles and gentlemen, getting a diamond ring isn’t just important—it’s
the ultimate goal. So when her fiancé, Parish, unceremoniously kicks her to the curb and cancels their
upcoming wedding, Ansley is so ashamed that she decides to leave Dallas and make a fresh start. In a
surprise move, she heads to New York City to live with her recently widowed grandmother, Vivian, whom
she’s never met. In turn, Vivian gives Ansley a no-nonsense ultimatum: Rather than wallow in misery, either
get a job or go home. 

The Waller women have a tradition of baking their way out of sorrow. So Ansley mixes batch after batch of
creative cupcakes—Black Bottom Heartache, Moving Blues Banana Caramel, Tres Leches Made Small.
Before long, she’s opening up her own cupcake shop and even trying her hand at dating. But the ways of
Manhattan’s eligible bachelors are altogether different from their Southern counterparts, and Ansley’s nearly
fail-safe tactics fall flat. And worse, someone’s got a half-baked scheme to sabotage Ansley’s new life. It’ll
take a cup of courage and a dash of Southern charm, plus a few secret ingredients, if Ansley hopes to pull off
her recipe for success.
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From Reader Review The Icing on the Cupcake for online ebook

Paperback Dolls says

Originally posted at PaperbackDolls.com.

Recipes Included!

I love reading books about food, particularly books about baked goods. And when a fictitious book about
food also contains recipes I’m pleased as punch to add it to be to-be-read list.

The Icing on the Cupcake is a tale of family, friends, heartache, mistakes, revenge, love, humor, and
cupcakes. Each chapter ends with a different and intriguing cupcake recipe that really sends your appetite
into overdrive.

With lovable and loathsome characters, vastly different settings, and recipe after recipe, Jennifer Ross not
only paints a candid picture of the New York lifestyle but the Texas lifestyle as well.

Ansley is beside herself with grief. The love of her life, Parish, broke off their engagement because he
claimed that she was too mean to like. Her dreams of becoming a Texas housewife have been shattered and
she is left confused and in search for a new path to take in life. Her grandmother abandoned her mother and
grandfather decades ago to move to New York, leaving Ansley’s mother broken and fragile. But Ansley
decides to give her grandmother and New York a chance, hoping to discover a new way of life for herself
and ultimately happiness.

Ansley befriends a southern belle named Dot and decides to use her life savings to open a cupcake bakery.
Meanwhile, after the death of her husband, Ansley’s grandmother, Vivian, is in the middle of an IRS audit
that not only reveals a sinister revenge plot against her but also the feelings that she is developing for Agent
#1432 in the process. Can Ansley get her business up and running, save her grandmother from tax evasion
charges, forget about Parish, and bring her mother and grandmother back together?

The Icing on the Cupcake is a cute read. Many of the characters are likable and the villains are loathsome.
Jennifer Ross paints a quaint picture of Texas and a glitzy picture of New York through her writing. Each of
the two settings brought something different and endearing to the novel.

With several recipes included and numerous mentions of food, The Icing on the Cupcake is sure to strike up
an appetite for readers. Throughout the novel, the reader witnesses a change for the better in each of the main
characters, bringing overall satisfaction to the reader by the end of the book. The plot was typical of its
genre, but overall fun to read.

Kimberly Jones says

I loved this book. I read it within a week. I don't know why this author hasn't written anymore.



Melissa says

No one likes to be dumped.

Especially by your fiancée.

But Ansley Waller finds herself dumped, discarded and almost immediately replaced by her fiancée with her
sorority sister. What is a girl to do other than pack up for New York City to reconnect with a grandmother
she’s never met, start a “cupcakery” on the Upper East Side and try to mend her broken heart.

I’m not a prolific “chick lit” reader – but Jennifer Ross’s The Icing on the Cupcake was a reasonable
representation of the genre.

Ansley shows great determination when she arrives in New York by honing her baking skills and putting
them to use as the proprietor of her own shop. While living with her grandmother, Ansley helps her navigate
the red tape of a potential audit with the IRS, all the while trying to determine if her grandmother’s financial
advisor, Thad, is at all interested in her or not.

There is an additional layer to this novel that includes Ansley’s family cook book – a collection of
multigenerational recipes from Ansley’s ancestral maternal grandmothers. It is a priceless heirloom, and
recipes submitted to this tome are considered sacred. What the reader learns is that it is more than a
cookbook – but a history book as well.

And the recipes included in the book look delicious! I was going to attempt to bake one of the more “simple”
recipes but A) Even I couldn’t find potato starch and B) when it’s 101 degrees outside, the last thing I
wanted to do was turn on the oven. No way!

However, what was a pleasant enough story ends in a very bizarre, “Fatal Attraction” scenario that comes
completely out of left field. It was just plain silly and odd. And that soured the whole book.

Sum it up: If you like chick lit and cupcake recipes, but don’t care about a wacky ending, this is the book for
you.

Book source: Thank you to Jennifer Ross for a copy of this book. I was not compensated in any way for my
review.

Margret Anne Hutaff says

Perfect pick-me-up for the heartbroken and disheartened Southern Belle. Divulges charming cupcake recipes
and baking secrets.



Dee Philo says

Pulling off a well drawn Southern woman is hard. Ansley is not only fleshed out my opinion of her arches
with the story. I start out not liking her and grow to like her. I understand her struggles. Who hasn't been
started at ground zero and had to build a life?
Vivian, the grandmother, is complex and is given enough space to develop. This is something I don't often
see in novels or movies. I like reading about women over fifty and their lives.

Kat says

I was intrigued by the cover of this book when I saw first saw it. So I picked it up, hoping I'd like the story as
much as I like the cupcakes on the cover.

This novel has a premise that's been seen before in other books of the chick lit genre: a young woman thinks
she has it all, then loses the man she loves, and must figure out how to rebuild her life and start anew. Ansley
Waller is a Dallas debutante who's graduating from college and marrying the perfect guy. But when he
abruptly dumps her, she realizes that her dreams of being a stay-at-home mother and wife aren't going to
come true as soon as she thought they would. On impulse, she decides to move to New York to live with a
grandmother she doesn't even know. As expected, she gets off to a rough start. But, also as expected, she gets
back on her feet and proves she can be an independent woman.

The characters in The Icing on the Cupcake aren't very likable, in my opinion. The protagonist Ansley admits
she's been mean her whole life. Even when she changes her ways after living in New York for a while, I still
didn't sympathize with her. Nor did I sympathize with her grandmother Vivian. Part of why it took me so
long to finish this book is because I just didn't care about the characters or what happens to them. I'm not
motivated to read about people whom I couldn't care less about.

I found some grammatical errors in this book, which really irritates me when reading a widely published
novel such as this. Is there seriously a lack of good editors in the publishing industry who can distinguish the
difference between "its" and "it's"?

The plus side to this book are the cupcake recipes that close out each chapter. Also, throughout the novel,
random baking tips are dispensed through the characters or in the recipe book that's been handed down by
the women in Ansley's family. For example, two tablespoons of potato starch added to cupcake batter will
produce a moist cupcake. I don't know if that's necessarily true, but I'm sort of curious to find out.

Jennifer says

Just like the title sounds, this book was a literary cupcake: sweet, fun, in some ways well-crafted. I couldn't
put the book down, breezing through it in 3 days. I loved the story of a young Texas woman working through
heartbreak, starting a new life while getting to know her estranged grandmother in New York City. My one
complaint was that the last few chapters move along a little too fast -- maybe simplifying complex story lines
a tad too much even for fluffy chick-lit. (Thus the four stars, and not five stars.) I look forward to baking



some of the yummy-looking cupcake recipes found at the end of, and inspired by, each chapter.

Meredyth says

Really liked this book. It was an easy read, and the characters were likeable and well developed. Really
enjoyed the cupcake recipes included, especially since I am a huge cupcake fan!

Jessica Fuller says

I really liked this book. It had good humor and also included actual cupcake recipes throughout the book.
Makes you want to cheer on the young lady in the book!

Manda says

VERY cute book with recipes to boot!

Jamie says

I really enjoyed this book and look forward to trying some of the cupcake recipes!

Cinnamon says

I tend to read a lot of Fantasy and Urban Fantasy books. The more paranormal it has in it, the better. There
are times, however, when I really just want something down to earth that brings with it a sense of hope and
happiness. THE ICING ON THE CUPCAKE: A NOVEL by Jennifer Ross is exactly that kind of book.

Ansley is the kind of character that you just can't help but fall in love with. Her mission has been to get
married and just when it looks like everything is going to fall into place, her dreams are dashed when her
fiance cancels the wedding and boots her out the door. Heartbroken, Ansley does what many would do and
flees town.

THE ICING ON THE CUPCAKE is a story about recreating yourself and making new hopes and dreams.
This story wouldn't have been complete if the aspect of family wasn't thrown in there. With nowhere to go,
Ansley moves in with her grandmother and does what the women in her family do best - she bakes.

Surprisingly, there is actually quite a bit of anticipation as we watch Ansley try to open up her own cupcake
shop. Ms. Ross doesn't just give us a good story - she fills it with suspense too. Something keeps happening
to Ansley's shop and part of this adventure is figuring out what is going on. Will Ansley be able to
successfully run her shop? Will her heart be able to find love again? Can baking cure all the evils in the
world?



Aside from a great and hilarious story, we also get quite a few delicious recipes in THE ICING ON THE
CUPCAKE. A while ago cakes became the new black and it seems that now, cupcakes are following that
trend. Becoming more and more popular, strange and phenomenal cupcake flavors are popping up
everywhere. If there's one thing I can say about the cupcake recipes in THE ICING ON THE CUPCAKE it's
this: yum!

Now I just have to figure out if I'm going to shelve this one with my cookbooks or my fiction books. The
dilemma!

If you're looking for a book that is at times lighthearted and at times emotional, I would definitely take a look
at THE ICING ON THE CUPCAKE. This is great for the beach or curling up on a rainy day. One warning
though: I highly suggest having a snack nearby when reading this. If you're anything like me, Ms. Ross will
definitely make you hungry!

Kara Rutledge says

Southern belle Ansley Waller's ultimate goal is to get a diamond ring, but her life is turned upside down
when her fiancé calls off their wedding. Embarrassed by her predicament, Ansley leaves Dallas, Texas to
live with her recently widowed grandmother Vivian in New York City. Tired of her granddaughter
wallowing in misery, Vivian gives Ansley an ultimatum . . . get a job or go home. Ansley decides to open her
own bakery, and before long, she's even dating. However, the men in Manhattan are vastly different than the
ones back home, and her flirting falls flat. On top of that, someone is trying to sabotage her new business.

The Icing on the Cupcake by Jennifer Ross is not a book I normally would have picked up on my own, but it
was a book club pick. It definitely falls into the categories of chick lit, cozy mystery, and beach reads. Let
me begin with what I actually liked about the book. I enjoyed the recipes at the end of each chapter, and I
swore I would make some of the recipes. However, that has yet to happen. The other things I liked about it
was that it was entertaining to a point, an easy read, and I did want to find out who was sabotaging the main
character Ansley. So, it is written well enough that it made me want to finish the book.

With all of that being said, I hated how southern girls and women were portrayed because they are made out
to be conniving, spoiled brats who will go to any lengths to get what they want without caring who they step
on to get there. I will be the first one to say that there are those types of people in the South, but to stereotype
every single one them like that is a bit much for my taste. On top of that, it wouldn't take Ansley's fiancé
Parish two years to find out how catty and mean she actually is. One of the lessons I learned in my
communications classes in university was that people can't hide their true selves for long, and true
personalities start to emerge after six months.

And, the most outlandish things about the entire book is that Patty (who is now engaged to Parish) sent her
cousin Dot up to New York City to spy on Ansley, become friends with her, and report back to Patty because
she is that jealous that Ansley might just be successful at something. Who does that? On top of that, Patty is
so insecure that she travels to NYC herself and tries to run over Ansley with a car. Then, Parish visits Ansley
in the hospital and wants to get back with her. Seriously? Can we say this is an absolutely ridiculous
scenario.

I truly wanted to love The Icing on the Cupcake, but I didn't love it. There were way too many negatives for
me, and I could only rate this book two out of five stars.



If you enjoyed my review of this book, please check out my other book reviews at
www.therunningbibliophile.com?utm_sou...

Jenna says

Ansley Waller is a Texas girl born and bred. Though she received her college degree, the only thing she
wants is to be a wife and mother. She believes that certain people are entitled to the best and in her eyes; she
is one of the entitled. Things have always gone her way. She had dated Parrish for two years and they have
been engaged for two months, but they are not getting married for another year. Since the age of ten, she has
been a spoiled brat; being nice to people to their face and then talking about them behind their back. Her
meanness only grew worse, though she does not realize it. Like Waller women for generations, Ansley bakes
away her sorrows. There is even a book of special recipes handed down for mother to daughter through the
generations. The recipe must be outstanding and have a few endorsements to make it in the book. Now in
possession of the book, she hopes to contribute to it. Ansley started baking when she was five and found that
she loved baking cupcakes most of all.

Attending a party with Parrish one evening, Ansley saw that one of the girls was very upset; her boyfriend
had invited her to dinner to tell her their relationship was going to be long distance, he was leaving the
country. The girl had thought he was going to propose. Ansley adamantly told the girl that there was no way
her boyfriend would marry her now, making matters worse. What she did not know was that Parrish had
been watching and listening to her the whole time. Prior to their engagement, Ansley had been doting,
seductive, demure and going along with whatever Parrish wanted to do. But since the engagement, he had
noticed a difference in her. Unable to take it any longer, he broke off their engagement, in front of everyone.
Retrieving his family’s heirloom ring, he left with a smile on his face.

Ansley could not take the pitying looks from her sorority sisters, especially Patty, who was constantly there
for her. So she announced that she was moving to New York , where her grandmother lives, although she
never met her recently widowed maternal grandmother, Vivian. Ansley’s mother, Hattie, was hysterical
about her leaving. After all, Hattie’s mother had left her husband and child when Hattie was only five years
old.

In New York , her grandmother gives her an ultimatum; stop wallowing and find a job or she was sending
her home. After spending a couple days baking cupcakes, she took them out to Central Park and tried giving
them away. In the process, she met a new friend, Dot, who gave her the idea of opening a cupcakery. Hoping
to surprise her grandmother, she uses what money she has to open her new business, THE ICING ON THE
CUPCAKE, and she even tries her hand at dating again. But she soon learns that New York men are
completely different from Southern men and the tactics she has used in the past no longer work. To make
matters worse, someone is out to sabotage her business and perhaps, her life. Who could possibly hate her
this much?

Author Jennifer Ross’ novel, THE ICING ON THE CUPCAKE is absolutely scrumptious; as are the recipes
she includes and incorporates in her story. Ansley begins her painful passage from girlhood to womanhood,
as she begins to think about her past behavior and where she went wrong, ultimately, taking steps to change
herself for the better. She also goes through a bit of a culture shock as she leaves behind the southern
hospitality for the northern reserve. This story also deals with the heartaches and joys of motherhood as the
three women, Ansley, Vivian and Hattie interact in their differing relationships. With plot twists, diverse,
well-drawn characters, the struggles of starting a business, past mistakes, new beginnings and a surprising



ending, this book is unforgettable. THE ICING ON THE CUPCAKES is a welcome addition to my keeper
shelf. This reviewer hopes that this is only the beginning of a new series. I highly recommend THE ICING
ON THE CUPCAKE. Do not miss it!

Paige Whittier says

So this book....is one of my favorites at this moment! It made me think about how has I grow up the dreams I
have my come true or they may not. But, now after reading this I come to realize when you dream the
dreams seem so perfect and reality they are nothing but! So all you can do is stay true to your self?


