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After along and eventful life, Allan Karlsson ends up in a nursing home, believing it to be hislast stop. The
only problem isthat he's still in good health, and in one day, he turns 100. A big celebration is in the works,
but Allan really isn't interested (and he'd like a bit more control over his vodka consumption). So he decides
to escape. He climbs out the window in his slippers and embarks on a hilarious and entirely unexpected
journey, involving, among other surprises, a suitcase stuffed with cash, some unpleasant criminals, afriendly
hot-dog stand operator, and an elephant (not to mention a death by elephant).

It would be the adventure of alifetime for anyone else, but Allan has alarger-than-life backstory: Not only
has he withessed some of the most important events of the twentieth century, but he has actually played a
key rolein them. Starting out in munitions as a boy, he somehow finds himself involved in many of the key
explosions of the twentieth century and travels the world, sharing meals and more with everyone from Stalin,
Churchill, and Truman to Mao, Franco, and de Gaulle. Quirky and utterly unique, " The 100-Y ear-Old Man
Who Climbed Out the Window and Disappeared” has charmed readers across the world.
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Simonne says

Totally bizar book :) A Forust gump kind of feeling. I've never read any kind of book like this one.
The author made me wonder many times what to expect next and often | had a smile on my face.

A bizar great fun kind of book.

Catriona (LittleBookOwl) says

Thiswas fairly enjoyable and funny, but alittle out there for my taste. While | understand that alot of the
crazy and unrealistic things that happen were for comedic effect, | tired of it eventually.
If you are looking for awitty, funny, light-hearted tale, maybe give it atry!

F says

I loved this book! | have a soft spot for old men so maybe that helped!
| totally adored this old man! Such a sweetie and lead a very interesting life being involved in key pointsin
history. (although | did find one or two of these historic chapters dragged on a bit)

Went straight into the story and the story was brillant.
Had so many unexpected events and moments in this book. Great characters including the chief inspector.
Was brillant and kept me hooked the entire way through it. If in all honestly | did prefer the original story

compared to the lengthy historic parts but they were very much enjoyed too.

Loved it!

Kevin Ansbro says

"| bear a charmed life."
-William Shakespeare.

Oh, what a FUN read this was!

A real delight.

My wife was the first to devour it on arecent holiday, and while doing so she chortled, chuckled and cackled
with such gusto that | imagined someone had let a hyena and a kookaburraloose in our hotel room!

"Oh, you must read this, Kevin! Y ou must read it!" She urged.



(And so | did).

Allan Karlsson absconds from an old people's home on the eve of his hundredth birthday.
He's on the run from the authorities, in his urine-stained dippers, like a geriatric Jason Bourne.

Thisis a centenarian who has nothing to lose. He's previously led amercuria existence and thislast hurrahis
the cherry to crown alife of hurrahs.

Crazily ludicrous and delightfully hilarious, we watch this man's Quixotic quest unfold at a snail's pace,
though he isthe tortoise to his trackers hare.

'Bolt & Bucket' might sound like a great name for a hardware store, but these are in fact the idiot henchmen
who have a part to play in the story.

In hisyouth, Karlsson had already used up each one of his nine lives, even at one stage daring to suggest to
Stalin that he might look better with his moustache shaved off!

| too chortled, chuckled and cackled while reading this lively novel, and if this doesn't tickle your funny
bone, then | don't know what will!

The only thing that | don't like about this book isthat it takes the best part of the day to type thetitle! :)

UPDATE:

If you've already enjoyed the book, 1'd like to recommend the movie DV D, which | watched today.
https.//www.amazon.co.uk/Hundred-Y ear...

https.//www.amazon.com/100-Y ear-Old-C...

Angela Oliver says

First it was funny, then it was tedious, then it was just annoying. The name dropping, the fact that one person
could have such an influence on world palitics. Very farcical. | think what bugged me the most was when
they convinced the police officer to join them. Everything was just too smooth, too convenient. | struggled to
finishit and | cannot understand what all the hype is about. The writing style seemed off to - aside from the
lack of speech marks, there was alot of repetition and unnecessary bits that | feel might have been the fault
of the trandator. Essentially thisisayarn. A really, really long yarn. A yarn that you could use to knit
scarves for awhole classroom. And, it's kindalame too. Not worth the effort, but hey, | only wasted two
daysonit. I'mjust glad | read fast.

Becky says

My first thought upon finishing this book (and the thought will sound negative but it's really not) isthat it
was much longer than | thought it would be. And | say that, not negatively, because truly, how much can you
expect from an 100-year-old man who climbs out of a window?

Well, Allan Karlsson is not your typical 100-year-old man, and this book will prove it to you. | read some of
the reviews before | started it, and many people compared the book to the movie Forrest Gump. After



finishing the book, | realize | hadn't once thought of Forrest Gump, nor made any comparisons. (Maybe |
haven't seen Forrest Gump enough times).

| enjoyed reading this book because it's very cleverly funny, and with so many historical figuresthrownin
you'll lose track of how Allan came into contact with them. From President Truman/Johnson/Nixon, Mao
Tse-Tung, Kim Il-sung AND Kim Jong-il, Stalin, and Brezhnev, Allan's story is unbelievable and over-the-
top. But the fact remains that, sometimes, life can be so unbelievable, it has to be true.

The narrative goes between Allan's history and what happens to him after he climbs out of the window of the
elderly folks home on his 100th birthday. The fact that Allan isin an old folks home would lead you to
believe he's a doddering old man who has been deteriorating there for some time, but in fact he'd only been
in the home for afew months, and only then because he'd blown his own house to the sky.

Sound interesting?

The book follows Allan through his past and present adventures and makes the reader feel kind of bad that
they haven't had a coffee with at least ONE former communist |eader (what kind of life have | been leading,
anyway??) unlike Allan, who has sung, danced, drank, ate, AND had coffee - with alot of them. | enjoyed
Allan as a character who is extremely mild-mannered, with absolutely no interest in politics or religion, and
thus ends up working and travelling to any number of political and religious places. The storyline and
characters blend and flow very well, and while this wasn't abook | couldn't put down because | HAD to
know what was going to happen, it did keep my interest and | enjoyed it.

Plus...wouldn't you hope that - if you had the misfortune to make it to the age of 100 - you would be brave
enough to climb out of awindow and start over again?

Robin Webster says

| don’t think I’ ve ever read a book where the title so sums up what the book is all about. The story is set in
Sweden and is about the life and adventures of our hero Allan Karlsson who on his hundredth birthday
climbed out the window of his old people’ s home and disappeared. He then sets out on a journey where he
steals a suitcase which turns out to contain a fortune that was paid over to agroup of bikers by a Russian
organized crime syndicate as payment for a drug deal. There then follows an unlikely but very amusing story
of drug dealerstrying to track the money down and the police starting a nationwide hunt for Allan after a
warrant isissued for atriple murder. Asthe book progresses, Allan collects amotley crew of realy
interesting but flawed characters plus an elephant, that somehow all manage to stay one step ahead of the
police for much of the book. The book is aso interspersed with flashbacks of Allan’s life and how he
inadvertently managed to be in the right place at the wrong time and hel ped influence a number of events and
changed the course of twentieth century history.



This book is pure entertainment as far as | am concerned. | wouldn’t say | was finding myself exploding into
fits of hysterical laughter as | read the book. However, | found myself smiling as | turned the pages and
couldn’t help but chuckle at some of the situations that Allan and his group of friends found themselvesin. A
great feel good book that | would recommend to anybody.

Ahmad Sharabiani says
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Hal says

This novel isabsolutely insane! It destroys any image you may have of the stoic, humorless Swede. Y ou may
want to avoid reading this book in public. Y our guffaws, snickers and smiles are apt to draw weird looks
from folks around you.

"The 100-Y ear-Old Man..." was a hit when first published in Swedish and continued as a comedic smash
when trandated into English.

Itis certainly arewriting of history. Y ou meet a Franco, a Truman, a Mao, a Nixon and others along the way
who are nothing like the historic personages you think you know. Throw in a bunch of Swedes, some would-
be criminals, a dull-witted prosecutor and an elephant and you have a story that is zany, hilarious and any
other adjective you care to ascribe to it.

And it all begins with a centenarian in aretirement home who couldn't/wouldn't face the hullabal oo over his
100th birthday and climbed out the window and disappeared and left hilarity in his wake.




Richard Derus says

Pear| Ruled (p100)--coincidentally, the end of chapter 8!
*** gee update bel ow* **
Rating: 1.5* of five

The Publisher Says: The international publishing sensation--over two million copies sold A reluctant
centenarian much like Forrest Gump (if Gump were an explosives expert with afondness for vodka) decides
it's not too late to start over...

After along and eventful life, Allan Karlsson ends up in anursing home, believing it to be hislast stop. The
only problem is that he's still in good health, and one day, he turns 100. A big celebration is in the works, but
Allan really isn't interested (and he'd like a bit more control over his vodka consumption). So he decidesto
escape. He climbs out the window in his slippers and embarks on a hilarious and entirely unexpected
journey, involving, among other surprises, a suitcase stuffed with cash, some unpleasant criminals, afriendly
hot-dog stand operator, and an elephant (not to mention a death by elephant).

It would be the adventure of alifetime for anyone else, but Allan has alarger-than-life backstory: Not only
has he withessed some of the most important events of the twentieth century, but he has actually played a
key role in them. Starting out in munitions as a boy, he somehow finds himself involved in many of the key
explosions of the twentieth century and travels the world, sharing meals and more with everyone from Stalin,
Churchill, and Truman to Mao, Franco, and de Gaulle. Quirky and utterly unique, The 100-Year-Old Man
Who Climbed Out the Window and Disappeared has charmed readers across the world.

My Review: Seriously, Sweden? THIS is the best you've got to offer?

| am not a charmed reader, I'm aticked-off reader who does not wish to continue on the tedious journey
between 2005 and, as of chapter 9 which | did not read, WWI1. I've already been dragged back to 1905. Oh
hell, | didn't like this “utterly unique” (someone needs to explain the concept of a superlative, therefore
unmodifiable, part of speech to the copywriter) bag of doorknobs and frankly can't see why anyone would.
It's ponderous, it's got disagreeable people practically bursting fromit, and it's supposed to be charming?
And Winston Groom's people should be examining the damn thing right close. That Forrest Gump
comparison sounds to me like the sound of a gun being spiked: “Look! We admitted it was alift! No one's
hiding it!”

I'll say not. Not hiding the dullness, either. Y eccch.

Thiswork islicensed under a Creative Commons Attribution-NonCommercial-ShareAlike 3.0 Unported
License.

*** UPDATE 5/6/2013***

Disney Nordic and Studiocanal are releasing afilm at Christmas. Everyone but me, it seems, loves the thing:

“The book is aready establishing itself as a major brand around the world. For us as theatrical distributors,



we think we have awinner based on what we saw so far of the powerful film adaptation the producers and
our partners at Disney will be delivering at the end of the year,” said Harold Van Lier, exec VP international
distribution at Studiocanal. “It is an incredibly cinematic story that is very warm and filled with feel-good
humor. It will undoubtedly be one of the major films coming out of Scandinavia at the end of this year.”
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Libbeth says

If | could have read this book at school instead of dull text books'O'level history would have been brought to
life. | enjoyed the way historical figures and events were tied in with Allan's remarkable life story, | enjoyed
the characters, the daftness of it all and of course what's not to love about an el ephant.

Jennie says

And the title was so promising...

Dumb. Oh so dumb. The humor, if it could be called that, is roughly on par with children's knock knock
jokes. And this feeble comedy is hammered on with an incredible relentlessness over 400 pages.

Haha...people drink vodkal Haha! A man who doesn't like politics meets every important political leader
over 5 decades...haha! Religion and palitics are dumb. Guffaw guffaw.

| actively groaned more times than be counted. | suppose thistitle will be the darling of book groups
comprised of older ladies (centenarians?) but it's a horrid mashup of Big Fish and Forrest Gump. Appalling.

Readers are also expected to be dumb enough to swallow the idea that Sweden does not have accessto
forensic science in the year of our Lord 2005.

*Very dight spoiler aert below*

| found myself wondering at the "ho-hum" attitude of our "hero" in the face every every major event of his
life...who the fuck would want to live 100 years with that kind of blase feeling about everything? Arewe
supposed to root for a man who can't even be bothered to care that he spends a large portion of his 100 years
behind bars?



Catriona says

A charming, sweet and often hilarious black comedy.

Enter the world of Allan Karlsson - the 100 year old explosives expert who, during his rather extraordinary
century, has met some of the most influential of world leaders, stolen from aferocious gang member whilst
he was in the toilet, developed an affinity with Sonja (who doesn't often take to people - she's quite a
discerning elephant) and isavery loyal and protective cat owner.

Not one for sitting quietly when it's time to do something, Allan decides to leave his old folks home on the
day of his 100th birthday. Chaos ensues as Allan decides to |eave the home, pick a direction and see what
will happen next. After all, things are what they are, and whatever will be will be...
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