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Balzac begins with atravel ogue of the fiords of Norway, concentrating ultimately on one valley that is

isolated by the roaring waters of the Sieg River which risesin Sweden and by the forbidding mountains of
Jarvis.

We begin with two figures cross-country skiing UP a mountain, past unimaginable abysses. One of them is
Minna Becker, daughter of the village pastor. The other is a pale young male named Seraphitus, who
expertly guides Minna up the slope to an Alpine meadow. (from a blog on Balzac)
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From Reader Review Seraphitafor online ebook

David says

Thiswas the only Balzac book | have ever regretted reading. It isn't anovel at al. It'sathinly disguised
religious tract. Not even a good one either. I'm not in a position to judge the philosophy of the arguments, but
thisbook isjust atiny skeleton of anovel with awhole bunch of sermons shoved in. Not even interesting
ones either. | felt like | was reading Eliphas Levi again. It isdull. It drones on and on without anything
interesting happening, just sermons that cause the eyes to glaze over. There is some good description of
Norway at the beginning, but it is pure dressing to hide the sermons alittle. The other characters are thin and
useless. Redlly, the narrative has no function other than to prop up the sermons. | hated this. | love Balzac
and thisis so disappointing after what | expect from him. Read thisif you want areligious tract. Otherwise,
stay the hell away.

Usuyitik says

http://www.sabitfikir.com/elestiri/%E...

Balzac' ?n karakterleriyle dolu bir salon di?intin. Goriot Baba k?zlar?n?n saadeti icin ¢2rp™n?yor, k?zlar?ysa
hi¢ oral? de?il, Madame Vauquer’ nin pansiyonerleri bir masan?n etraf ?7nda oturmu? sohbet ediyorlar, 6tede
Felix ile Henriette uzun bir sessizli?i payla??yorlar, Eugenie Grandet ta?ra sk ”nt?s?n? yan?nda getirmi?
etraf ? seyrediyor... Bildi?iniz tim Balzac karakterlerini bu salonda bir yerlere oturtabilirsiniz, oras? size
kalm??. Bu salon, Balzac' ?n da hakl? isimlendirmesiyle “ ?nsanl 2k Komedyas?’'n?n bir 6nizlemesi olacakt?r.
Belki de, Balzac tek ve uzun bir roman yazmaya ¢al ???yordu ya da“BlyUk ?nsanl?k Ansiklopedisi”nin
maddelerini dolduruyordu bir bir. Her halUkarda insanl 2k hallerini, insan iliZkilerini ve bu ili?kileri

belirleyen dinamikleri cok iyi gozlemledi?ini ve tasvir etti?ini itiraf etmemiz gerekir.

Séraphitaise ¢ok ayr?ks? bir yerde duruyor. Onunicin ayr? bir fasikil agard? Balzac herhalde. Zaten kendisi
de sdyllyor bunu: “ Séraphita benim ustal %k eserim olacakt?r. Bir Goriot Baba her glin yaz?abilir ama
Séraphita gibi bir yap?t bir émirde ancak bir kez ortaya ¢?kar.” 1835'te bitirdi? Séraphita dan sonra, bugiin
¢cok daha me?hur olan kitaplar?n? kaleme ald? Balzac. Amayine de hichiri, Norveg fiyordlarnda gegen bu
roman?n felsefi derinli?ine eri?emiyor.Norveg fiyordlar? demi?ken, Kuzey Denizi k?y?ar?n?n tasviriyle
ac?an kitap, sizi kitaplardaki uzun betimlemelerden sk ?p yar?da b?rakt???n?z lise gunlerinize goturebilir.
Ancak biraz sab?r |Utfen; ¢linkl anlayacaks™?z ki, olaylar?n 1780 k???nda ve Norveg' te gegmesinin hakl?
bir sebebi var. Balzac bizi ?svegli blyuk mistik ve ayn? zamanda bilim adam? Emanuel Swedenborg’la
tan??t?rmak istiyor. Bir ¢e?it H?ristiyan misti? olan Swedenborg’ un, bugtin bile kendi ad?yla an?an bir
ak?m? vetakipgileri var. Onlarcateolgjik kitab?ndan en me?huru olan Cennet ve Cehennem’ den pasajlar,
Séraphita dayer yer arz? endam ediyor.

Bilirsiniz, pek me?hurdur, H?ristiyan teolojisi ortaca?ar boyunca meleklerin cinsiyetini tart???p durmu?ur.
Balzac' ?n mele? Séraphitaise, ona a??k olan koyli k?z? Minna n?n gdziinde yak??kI? bir erkek, eski asker
Wilfrid'in gbztindeyse ¢ok glizel bir kad?nd?r. ?sterseniz androjeni diyelim, ister cinsiyetsizlik, bu meleksi
varl77?m?z Séraphita/Séraphitus ne erkek ne kad?nd?.



Séraphita’ n?n Swedenborg’ la ba?ant?s?? ise, Minna n?n babas? Rahip Becker’ den 6?reniyoruz:
Swedenborg’ un tilmizi olan Baron de Séraphitz, meleksi ruhlu kad?nlardan biriyle evlenir. Bir cocuklar?
olur, Rahip gocu?u vaftiz etmeye ve ad?n? koymaya gitti ?inde, Baron onu engeller. O giin, Swedenborg
gorundr. Cocu?un dinyada isimsiz kalaca??n?, ada ya?lanmayaca??n? soyler. Cocu?un hayat? mucizelerle
gecer. On ya??ndayken anne babas?™? kaybeder ama a?amaz ve Gizilmez. Neredeyse saydamd?r, stirekli
dua halindedir. Okuma yazma bilmemesine ra?men, bilgelikle doludur. Zimdiyse hem Minna hem de Wilfrid
taraf ?ndan seviliyordur. Fakat Séraphita, ne Minna n?n ne de Wilfrid'in a?k?na kar?2 2k verir. O, ruh-beden
dikotomisinde, neredeyse bedeni gecerek, pir ruh olmak sevdas?ndad?r.

Tum mistik 0?retiler bu ayr?mdan bahsetti?i icin, buradailging olan bir 2ey yok gibidir. Ancak roman?n
k?rAma noktas?, Rahip, Minnave Wilfrid'in Séraphita'y? ziyarete gittikleri sahnedir. Tanr?yave dine
inanmay? coktan b?rakm?? olan 2lpheci Rahip, Séraphita’ y? sorguya ¢eker. Felsefenin kadim sorular?
Uzerine uzun bir tart??ma ba?ar. Bugin bile, bu tart??malar?n fel sefe kitaplar?nda bu kadar sistemli ve sarih
bir bicimde ifade edili?ine rastlayam?yoruz. Spiritualizm- Materyalizm ayr?m?icin Séraphita, “Maneviyat¢?
nesiller de maddeyi inkar icin, maddiyatg?ar?n ruhu inkar icin sarfetti?inden daha az bo? gayret sarf
etmediler,” diyerek, evrende maddi ve manevi olan?n birlikte bulundu?unu, ancak ikisinin de kayna?>n?n bir
oldu?unu sdyler. Séraphita burada Y eni-Platoncu sudur teorisine ve “Bir” fikrine yak?n ?eyler soyler. Daha
sonra, yine ortaga? ar felsefesinin biyik tart??mas? olan maddenin ezelili?ine gegerler. Birbiriyle ili?kili
olarak, bu tart??ma Tanrn™ irades problemine s?crar. Bu da, yine felsefeyi cokca me?gul etmi? teodise
problemine a¢c??r: Tanr? mikemmelse ve diinyay? mikemmel bir ?ekilde yaratt?ysa, kotulik neden var? Ah
bu ezeli problemler!

Balzac’ 7n bu tart??malardan haberdar olmas? bir yana, me?hur Balzac Uislubuyla bu meseleler tizerinde
yazabiliyor olmas?, a?dal? diliyle, asl?nda s?k?c? olabilecek bu tart??malar? ak?c? hale getiriyor olmas?.
?2te mUthi? olan bu!

Sevgili realist Balzac' ? 2imdiye kadar tarihciler ve sosyologlar s?kca anm??2t?, demek, Séraphitaile 2imdi
s?rada felsefeciler var. Séraphita’ n?n Rahip’le tart??malar™? bir yana b?rak?rsak, tek ba??na Séraphita
karakteri, felsefe tarihindeki otodidakt hikayeler aras?ndayer aabilir gibi gdrintyor. Do?u felsefesindeki,
?2bn Tufeyl’in Hayy bin Y akzan'? ve 7bn’ Gin Nefis'in Faz? bin Nat?k’ ? ile Séraphita aras?ndaki paralellikler
hayret verici. Gerci b?rakal ?m bunu fel sefeciler di?iinstin ama, Balzac, kitab™n?n ithaf P7nda “ Do?u’ nun gtz
kama2t2r?c? Aiiri” ni anarak bize ipucu veriyor.

Kitab?n 6zenli ve yetkin gevirmeni ?smet Berkan, Séraphitaicin, “Benim bugiine kadar gevirdi?im en s?ra
d???veilging metin,” diyor. Biz Balzac okurlar?icin de dyle.

Jazelle says

I took such along time reading this book because it was REALLY difficult! The language and sentence
structure was very hard to comprehend. In the first page alone, | had to search for at least four words like
fiord.'

To make matters even more complicated, it isfilled with philosophical and religious discussions about love,
wisdom and faith. These subjects were tackled by presenting " Seraphita,” the protagonist of this story. S/he
is an otherworldly creature who seemsto be untouchable by earthly passions because of his/ her devotion to
God. The story revolves around his/her (yep, I'm still not sure about the gender of the androgynous



Seraphita/ Seraphitus) religious discussions with the people around him/her such as why s/he could not love
Minna or Wilfrid and how s’/he made Mr. Becket contemplate about his doubt for God's existence.

This definitely CANNOT be considered a 'light reading.' However, the discussions and arguments presented
about religion isreally enlightening and invigorating. | suggest that you take your time reading this piece of
work.

Dragos C Butuzea says

un ,, studiu filozofic* cu adev?rat

nuvela aceasta este mai pu?n o nuvel? literar?, ci e mai mult un eseu ce omagiaz? doctrinamistic? a
teozofului suedez emmanuel swedenborg 7 caut? s? |?mureasc? cétevaidei ae lui balzac insu? (dup?
p?rerea mea, destul de Tnaintate pentru vremea aceea 7 pentru cel 36 de ani ai 7).

dar, probabil, cel mai interesant aspect a romanului este fiin?a androgin? séraphita/ séraphitiis, posesoare
din na?tere ain?elepciunii omene?i care, pentru a urcala ceruri, in c?utarea perfec?unii, are nevoie de o
dragoste p?manteasc? (pentru dou? persoane), pentru ca,,moartea s?-i pun? cap? atunci cand flac?raei este
ceamai puternic?* (p. 165)

a?aincét, in castelul de lang? satul nordic ?i plin de ghe?uri jarvis, androginul 1i ademene?te pe doi tineri - 0
fat?, minna, 2 un b?rbat, wilfried - care, desigur, se indr?gostesc fiecare de un aspect al s?u ?i i cer, la
réndul lor, dragostea.

ce se Tntmpl? ar Tnsemna un imens spoiler a?aincét trec la cateva chestii care mi-au pl ?cut

mai multe http://chestiilivresti.blogspot.ro/20...

Ludmilla says

en ayrks? balzac bile benim kalemim de?il.

Stephanie Jane (Literary Flits) says

| thought | had better read a French book while we are in France and settled upon Honore de Balzac's
Seraphita as | had downloaded it from ForgottenBooks ages ago and not yet gotten around to starting it. The
edition begins with alengthy introduction which discusses and explains the religious significance of
Seraphita at great length. Thiswas so in depth and dull that | nearly didn't get through it's eighty-odd pages
in order to start the novel itself!

Seraphitais set in Norway and Balzac does a fantastic job of describing the country, its landscape, seasons
and the people of the isolated rural village where his story is set. | loved reading these passages which
actually advanced the story and would love to someday visit asimilar remote fjord as it was so romantically
presented. However, two long sections of the book are simply Seraphita expounding (over many pages of



monologue) various religious doctrines and dogmas and | found these bits incredibly difficult to understand
and to remain focused on. The beliefs range across Christianity, Hinduism and Buddhism amongst others,
and also include mentions the beliefs of races of people on other planets such as Marsand Venus. It isall
probably fabulously imagined but felt like sitting through along harangue. Perhaps it would all make more
sense to someone of the time as much of the science has now advanced far beyond that denounced by
Seraphita as her proofs.

All in all, thisis an odd book for me to have read and it is pretty much two books mashed together - one a
lovely story and one aintensely detailed lesson!

Noustian says

Yesit ismore of aphilosophical and religious exposé than anovel.. In here you'll get a mixture of
Christianity and esoterics/ Gnosticism (let's say the Bible, Swedenborg and Blawatskaya). | enjoyed it to
some extent because | appreciate the effort. The androginy ideais not really developed here though. In
general it's too pompous to my taste. A bit like reading the later Tolstoy. | don't know ! reading the "non
fictionalized" sourses of all these ideas is more exciting for my brain.

Lisa says

Hmm.

At first | thought that Balzac was being rather brave (for a C19th author) by writing about a potential same
sex relationship between Minna and Seraphita: this was because (after along and convincing travel ogue
about Norway - had Balzac ever been there??) these two are ski-ing UP the mountain but Minna calls her
companion SeraphitUS and 'he’ saysthat theirsis alove that can never be, and that Minna should marry
Wilfred. When they return to Pastor Becker's house, however, the Pastor addresses Seraphitus as
mademoiselle.

Next we meet Wilfred, and he'sin love with the same character, now called SeraphitA. Heavens, | thought,
Balzac has created an intersex character - the first I've ever come across in C19th literature!

But *disappointment* no, Seraphitais amystic, and so Balzac launches into a very boring rant about
religious experience. | should have guessed, Seraphim and Cherubim etc...

Oh well...

Mustafa ?ahin says

Cok ilging bir eser bu, kafam? kar?2rd? biraz. A??r ba?amas?ara?men ilerleyen bolimlerde etti?
metafizik laflarla ba??m? dondirdd (ugakta okumaktan da olabilir, kafam giizeldi, | was high, 6ff nei?renc
bi' parantez oldu bu da). Zaten Balzac da kitap icin 'benim ustal % eserim, hayatta bir kere yaz?abilecek bir
metin bu' demi?. 20yle cimleler gormek mimkuan:

Butdin dinlerin insana sundu?u o alternatif: ya gidip ebediyen bir kazanda kaynamak; ya da
beyaz giysiler icinde, elinde hurma dal?, ba??n?n cevresinde bir hale, bahgelerde gezinmek.
bu pagan uydurmas?, bir Tanr?'n?n son sz olabilir mi?



Jim says

Thetotal oeuvre of Balzac contains some works that are among the greatest penned by mortal men. | am
talking about such novels as Pere Goriot, Lost Illusions, Cousin Bette, Cousin Pons, and The Wild Ass's
Skin. But the same Balzac, when he decides to philosophize, can be stinko to the max. I'm afraid that
Seraphita will -- if you try too hard to follow it -- cause blood to flow copiously from both ears.

As | wrotein my chapter summary for the Y ahoo! Balzac group:

There is something about how profundity is conveyed in fiction of the time which doesn't work
today. | found the same problem with Ossian, whom | found unreadable. And | have not been
kind to Balzac's other philosophical studies. It wasto take afew decades before writers like
Dostoyevsky and Kierkegaard and Nietzsche could write about ultimate things without
launching into the Ultimate Boredom of the Spheresin which abstractions transcend Matter
and Spirit, not to mention Word and Number and the Square Root of Minus One.

If | were to quote directly from Seraphita, I'm afraid of repercussions and lawsuits. No, it is best to let
sleeping (and soporific) dogslie.

There can be no spoilersin astory in which nothing happens.

Karla Mallma Soriano says

Este es un libro genial...chiquito...pero poderoso.

Las 20 primeras paginas son un pelmazo, deteniendose demasiado Balzac en la descripcion del paisaje
noruego. Yaparalamitad del libro, el tema comienza a aparecer y de ahi viene lagloria

El andrdgino es un pretexto para hablar de la dualidad en el universo. Grandiosa la descripcion de Serafita
ascendiendo alos cielos. No hay duda que hay que darle una chequeada a | os textos de Swedenborg, tan
citado en € libro.

Este esun libro paraleer varias vecesy ahi entenderlo en toda su dimension!

Me encantaron estas frases:

"Esta luz mata atodo hombre que no esta preparado pararecibirla. Nadie agui abajo, ni siquieraen € cielo,
puede ver aDiosy vivir"

"Si Dios, forzado a crear el mundo eterno, parece inexplicable, también lo parece en cohesién perpetua con
su obra. [...] ¢Puede acaso destruirla[su obra] sin declararse incompetente?[...] ¢Es Dios pues,
inconsecuente e impotente? Inconsecuente: ¢no debia preveer el resultado antes de la experiencia, y porqué
demoraterminar lo que ha de terminar? Impotente: ¢debia crear un mundo imperfecto?”

"Si la sustancia en todas sus formas es Dios, el mal esDios".



"Todo es Dios. O nosotros somos Dios. O bien Dios no existe".

Murat S. Dural says

Kendi icinde yollar iceren, karanl %ktan ????a, ???ktan karanl ??a gecen, dénii?en, doni?tiren bir Balzac
kitab?. " Seraphita’ icin ".... benim ustal %k eserim olacakt?r. Bir "Goriot Baba' her guin yazabilir ama
"Seraphita’ gibi bir yap? bir émirde ancak bir kez ortaya ¢?kar..." de,mi?. Okuduktan sonra ne demek
istedi?ini gok iyi anlad?m. Tekrar tekrar okunabilecek dinyan™ kirine ruhun sn?rs?z 6teli?ine dair
inan?maz tan?mlamalar, betimler var. Okumak, di?linmek, tatmak icin glizel secenek ama bu yola ¢?karken
her climelede sars?maya da bir o kadar haz?r olun :)

Hande Cak?r says

Hayatm boyunca okuduklar?m aras?nda kar?2a???m en ilgin¢ metindi. Okumas?, uzun felsefi
paragraflar? ve bol bol detay bar”nd?rmas? sebebiyle zordu. Kitapta o kadar fazla diializm 6rne? vard? ki
hatta buttn kitap karakterler ve barnd?rd??? felsefi di?inceler bak?m?nda ¢?k?? noktas? ayn? olan
kar??2tl klardan olu??uyordu. Mistik 6geler yo?unluktayd? ki be beni biraz s?%kt?. Aerde tekrar okumay?
planl ?yorum.

Elif says

Cok umutlarla ba2am?2t?m oldukca hayal k?r?2kl??? ya?att?.

Aleksandra says

That isonereally strange little book.

Well, it is not so strange when seen in the context of 19th century mystical trends (here revoking also earlier
works of Swedenborg), but still, this philosophical tractate thinly veiled as anovel israther fascinating. It
starts as an unusual love story: over afaraway cold Norwegian village, amidst natural phenomena both
stunningly beautiful and mortally dangerous, stands a stone house. There a beautiful young nobleperson lives
almost alone, accompanied only by an elderly servant. Three other people, living in the nearby village, get to
socialize with the young recluse: the village minister, his charming daughter Minna and Wilfrid, an active
and energetic man in his mid-thirties, who travelled alot and dabbled in various dangerous things on nearly
al continents before settling in this faraway place. And both Minna and Wilfrid are rather madly in love with
their mysterious friend - only she thinks him a boy, Seraphitus, while he seesin her agirl, Seraphita. In fact,
Seraphitus/-aiis both - an androgynous being of angelic nature, born for heavenly, not earthly existence.
He/she was conceived as aresult of the parents mystical rituals through their connection with the great
mystic Emmanuel Swedenborg, the man who walked around heavens and talked to angels; as such,
Seraphitus/-aiis not destined for human love and everyday existence; his’her impossible perfection is not of
thisworld and the world will not enjoy it for long.

Itisvery much _not_atypical Balzac novel (although not the only one such a book in his oeuvre).
According to modern standards, it is not really a novel, rather atreatise: along exposition on the ideas of



Swedenborg forms the biggest part and the action as such is limited to introductory scene between Seraphitus
and Minna, the meeting of Seraphita and Wilfrid and the final decision of Seraphitus/-ato die and ascend to
the place of angels and God as well as this decision's effects on the lives of Minnaand Wilfred. Therestisa
long meditation on the nature of the world, angelic beings, God and humanity.

And yes, it is not the easiest book to read and for a reader uninterested in this kind of speculation it would be
rather - let's be frank - unreadable. Still, an initial concept is fascinating and " Seraphita’ lands on my little
private list of 19th c. novels with concepts so inspiring that | would love to see them reworked in modern
prose.




