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From the beloved author of The Ragamuffin Gospel comes a book for anyone who has ever felt left out,
lonely, or worthless. The Boy Who Cried Abba s the heartwarming parable of Willie Juan, orphaned,
physically disabled, and friendless. Into hislonely life comes Jesus in the guise of the wise and mysterious
Medicine Man, and Willie Juan is changed forever. Through his friendship with the Medicine Man, Willie
Juan learns of acceptance and unconditional love. Hereis a charming retelling of the ancient gospel story--
the good news of forgiveness, acceptance and joy in the friendship with God through Christ.
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Connie says

A teased, abused crippled boy finds unconditional love in his grandmother and in the Medicine Man, who
helps him to forgive, accept himself, love the Medicine Man above all else and find alife transformed into

Joy.

Charasays

Little Brother, if | speak to you in any language, human or angelic--but do not love you, | am not your friend,
If | share all my knowledge with you so that you understand everything in the whole wide world--but do not
loveyou, | am no friend at al. If | give all my food to feed your family and give all my money to take care of
all your needs--but do not loveyou, | an no friend at al. If | give all my food to feed your family and give
all my money to take care of al your needs--but do not love you, | am not your friend. Wille Juan, because |
am your friend, | will always be patient with you. | will always be kind to you. | will never act stuck-up with
you. | will never be rude to you, | won't befriend you just to get what | can from you. | won't lose my temper
when you disappoint me, Nor will | rejoice when you do wrong things, but | will celebrate when you are true
to yourself, There will be no limit to my forgiveness of your failings, to my trust in you, to my power to
endure all the difficulties of being your friend. Willie Juan, | will never fail you." (33)

Ah, my little child | must tell you with aheavy heart that so many who claim to know El Shaddai do not long
for Him(45,46)

I am most known as Danger, Wille Juan, | make my presence known in water,wind, and fire. | am Spirit,
without shape, form, or face. Those who seek safety try to summon me like atame lapdog. They crave
security instead of growth. They have no tolerance for mystery, certain that they can know everything
knowable. The weak-kneed do not love Danger, They are afraid | will call them to become what they are not.
They call me Comforter for al the wrong reasons and are surprised when no comfort comes to them." (54)

"One whose smile, like lightning, will set free the song of glory that now sleepsinside you soul.(55)

Joel says

| have been looking all over the Internet to seeif anyone has discussed the similarities between Manning's
The Boy Who Cried Abba (orig. 1996) and Thomas Klise's classic The Last Western (1974). Both novels
share ayoung, red-headed, implausibly multiracial protagonist named Willie who grows up in Mexico/New
Mexico. In both, Willie's father is a migrant worker and his grandmother is awise woman named either Cool
Dawn or Calm Sunset. In both, Willie attempts to offer adrink of water to a painted Christ in hislocal
church, causing the paint to run and angering the priest. The plots differ fundamentally, but the similarities
do not end here. | would be very curious to hear whether Manning has ever mentioned the influence of
Klise's novel on hisworks. If anyone can point me to arelevant discussion, 1'd be most grateful!



Eben says

excellent parable. | saw Manning speak, and he used illustrations from this book. His personal trials really
shine through this parable. It iswell worth the purchase and time to read it!

Rosalyne Arceneaux says

Very sweet with some very powerful messagesin there!! 5 stars towards the end of the book, but giving it 4
because didn’t LOVE the context/character line as much. Still highly recommend & thankful for its power!

Naomi says

Delightful, very quick read. Thiswas the first Brennan Manning book | ever read after being introduced to
his writing while on amission trip in Austria. Great parable!

Alden says

Beautiful story. We all carry the hurt and brokenness of the boy and can find that same kind of love from our
Abba.

Jennifer Harshaw says

Ended the book a snot-faced mess. | wish Brennan written more children's stories. Loved it.

Ben B says

| found this book alittle on the ssmple side. That is nhot a bad thing, but it left me wanting more. Which is
great, because it led meto read, Abba's Child. Anyway: this book, like the other Brennan Manning books
I've read, has the power to change your life. Read it if you want your life to change. But only if you're
prepared to allow Jesus to make the changes he wants, as opposed to the changes you think you want.

Kelly says

Thiswas abeautiful little book about the power of faith and learning to love yourself as Jesus does. It'sa
super quick read and | would recommend it and read it again.



John says

Very short book with a great message. After reading, | felt more calm and trusting. | loved the narrative. The
story is about a boy who isteased and picked on but is filled with compassion. | would have preferred to see
the back story of his parents more developed.




