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The invasion of Alaska has begun. And the Third World War may not be far behind.

In this controversial book, Vaughn Heppner explores the theme of a shattered America facing the onslaught
of the new colossus in the East: Greater China.

The time is 2032, and the Chinese are crossing the polar ice and steaming through the Gulf of Alaska. They
have conquered oil-rich Siberia and turned Japan into a satellite state. Now a new glacial period has begun,
devastating the world’s food supply. China plans to corner the world’s oil market and buy the needed food
for their hungry masses.

A weakened America uses old technology against the next generation of military hardware. The invasion
unleashes the Hell of battle as two armies turn the snowfields of Alaska red with blood.

INVASION: ALASKA is the first book of the series, a thundering technothriller vast in scope, written by
bestselling author Vaughn Heppner.
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From Reader Review Invasion: Alaska for online ebook

Joyce A. Wendeln says

Alaska In War

The book was truly a page turner, but I thought it might be about the fact that during WWII we were
ACTUALLY invaded. This was by the Japanese not the Chinese and it was just a couple of the islands in the
archipelago of Alaska. It is not well known and I think that the government prefers to keep it that way

Adam Schwartz-Lowe says

While I enjoy the genre, the writing jumped around a lot and I often felt like I missed part of the story. I also
felt the characters were sometimes random in their behavior, and pretty shallow.

Al Muniz says

Terrible ending thus the two rating. Seems as if the writer just decided ti quit. As a result I would not
recommend the book. This guy is not a Larry Bond.

Mike (the Paladin) says

This book surprised me. I suppose because I wasn't impressed by the cover-art I didn't look for much in the
way of a novel. I was wrong, this is a good book.

Why is it a good book (you ask inquisitively)? Well, from the first I was interested. The book follows a war
that takes place 20+ years in the future. it is told from the point of view of individuals on both sides of the
conflict and from the point of view of the "leaders". With an overview of general events and closeups of
military actions there is a constant flow if interesting prose not to mention a generous supply of action.

The book picks up after a second global depression with things having changed drastically. China is the
richest most influential country in the world controlling almost all oil supplies. But there have been new
discoveries in Prudhoe Bay. The fact that the "not so rich anymore" U.S. has a good oil supply from Alaska
wouldn't be so bad except the world is also experiencing another "Little Ice Age" like the one that began in
the Middle Ages. Food production in many places has dropped and the world is hungry. Specifically the last
two rice harvests have been poor and China is having "rice riots". The most productive food growing country
in the world is...the U.S.

Thus we have the setup for certain of China's leaders think that snatching the oil in Alaska for China would
be a "Jim Dandy" idea to force America to get the Food producing countries (of which America is head as
China is of the oil producing countries) to give China cheap grain.



The book gets one of my rare 5 star ratings as I was interested from start to finish and didn't want to put it
down. I plan to buy the next and get to it quickly.

Let me say one more thing. There are many types of military science fiction. This is a "techno-thriller" it's
told as a procedural. There are details about weapons, machines and so on (one false note is when he makes a
mistake about a certain rifle caliber. I suppose one in the book "ain't bad" though. It did bug me however.
Want to know what it was the bugged me? If someone asks I'll say). There is very little in this book about the
private lives, emotional lives...love lives of the participants. There's some, but not much.

Allow me to dumb down my review and use a television illustration. Years ago (when it first came on) I
liked Law and Order. It was a police procedural. The police investigated the crime, the prosecutors
prosecuted. We find out very, very little about the detective's or the lawyer's personal lives. They originally
shot for a balanced story. (Sadly over the years that changed and I lost interest). So this is a largely plot
driven book with a fast moving well constructed plot and I can highly recommend this one.

Oh, and I do highly recommend it.

Mike (the Paladin) says

This book surprised me. I suppose because I wasn't impressed by the cover-art I didn't look for much in the
way of a novel. I was wrong, this is a good book.

Why is it a good book (you ask inquisitively)? Well, from the first I was interested. The book follows a war
that takes place 20+ years in the future. it is told from the point of view of individuals on both sides of the
conflict and from the point of view of the "leaders". With an overview of general events and closeups of
military actions there is a constant flow if interesting prose not to mention a generous supply of action.

The book picks up after a second global depression with things having changed drastically. China is the
richest most influential country in the world controlling almost all oil supplies. But there have been new
discoveries in Prudhoe Bay. The fact that the "not so rich anymore" U.S. has a good oil supply from Alaska
wouldn't be so bad except the world is also experiencing another "Little Ice Age" like the one that began in
the Middle Ages. Food production in many places has dropped and the world is hungry. Specifically the last
two rice harvests have been poor and China is having "rice riots". The most productive food growing country
in the world is...the U.S.

Thus we have the setup for certain of China's leaders think that snatching the oil in Alaska for China would
be a "Jim Dandy" was to force America to get the Food producing countries (of which America is head as
China is of the oil producing countries) to give China cheap grain.

The book gets one of my rare 5 star ratings as I was interested from start to finish and didn't want to put it
down. I plan to buy the next and get to it quickly.

Let me say one more thing. There are many types of military science fiction. This is a "techno-thriller" it's
told as a procedural. There are details about weapons, machines and so on (one false note is when he makes a
mistake about a certain rifle caliber. I suppose one in the book "ain't bad" though. It did bug me however.
Want to know what it was the bugged me? If someone asks I'll say). There is very little in this book about the
private lives, emotional lives...love lives of the participants. There's some, but not much.



Allow me to dumb down my review and use a television illustration. Years ago (when it first came on) I
liked Law and Order. It was a police procedural. The police investigated the crime, the prosecutors
prosecuted. We find out very, very little about the detective's or the lawyer's personal lives. They originally
shot for a balanced story. (Sadly over the years that changed and I lost interest). So this is a largely plot
driven book with a fast moving well constructed plot and I can highly recommend this one.

Oh, and I do highly recommend it.

Chris says

Unfortunately not good. The premise is interesting from considering threats to the US. That is it. The story
was extremely disjointed and poorly written. There were many ridiculous points to the story. One that almost
made me put the book down was a sudden, extremely brief, encounter of passion that had absolutely zero
bearing on anything. It was just thrown in for what I don't even know. Furthermore, the description of
weapons and warfare were not believable. Alas, I won't be reading others in the series.

Chip says

David Weberesque, only with more wooden characters, more military technobabble, and more jarring use of
italics for emphasis - but fewer vampires.

Nigel says

This is a wider ranging modern warfare novel, that is up there with the likes of Red Storm Rising (Tom
Clancy) and Vortex (Larry Bond). Set in the near future it has a good mix of real weaponry and futuristic
technology which the author blends together well. The action scenes were well delivered, with pace and yet
were able to retain the detail necessary to visual the battles taking place.
If I was to be critical of one aspect of the novel it would with some of the character interactions which seem
to undergo large transformations with no little justification. One is example of this is Anna a mid level
bureaucrat working for the National Security Advisor as a ‘China expert’. She tries to alert the National
Security Advisor to a possible Chinese invasion of Alaska and since the President is trying to a keep lid on
‘war mongering’ against China has her placed under almost house arrest so as to keep her quiet. After the
invasion starts, not only is she instantly forgiven and reinstated but ends up in the Whitehouse bunker
advising the President directly.
Overall thoroughly good read, and am off to look for book 2 in the series.

Bcoghill Coghill says

Awful book even considering the genre, this is still an awful book. I am an Alaskan. The author probably
visited or read a tour book but I can't believe he knows Alaska.
Even without that, it is still an awful book.



Mark Polino says

There are elements to Invasion: Alaska that are Clancyesque, in the vein of Red Storm Rising, but it misses
somewhere along the way. Maybe it's because Clancy tended to write about technology that wasn't that far
into the future, but had yet to be deployed. Technology done enough that it was foreseeable in a future
battlefield. Invasion: Alaska is set 20+ years into a dystopian future. American armament is essentially static
while the Chinese field hover tanks and triple turreted monsters.

On the whole, it was just OK. There were elements that got lost (the preacher turned infantryman would have
been fun to explore more) and the characters came across as stiff.

Don't get me wrong, it's not bad, it's just not great. If anything, it proves how hard this genre can be and how
good Clancy really was.

James Walters says

Heppner's book about a major war between a powerful China and an America that isn't just declining, but
actually down and on the mat shows all the problems that give indie books a bad rap. I'll touch on each of
them:

1) Terrible research. Heppner doesn't bother to reference Chinese military equipment using Chinese terms.
Instead, he uses Russian. He is apparently ignorant of everything the United States military has developed in
the last 15 years, let alone has in testing, and therefore has no concept at all of what even a weaker near
future American military might look like. Instead, he relies entirely on late Cold War legacy systems. He
can't even get basic historical details, like what happened at Pearl Harbor, or the basic geographic details of
his Alaskan setting right.

The book is literally built on a foundation of factual errors. It's really, really ugly. No one who calls
themselves a fan of mil-tech or military history should approve of this crud.

2) No proofreading. The book is riddled with typos, spelling errors and grammatical errors.

3) Knee-jerk political agenda. Heppner apparently doesn't understand that if you are going to put a political
agenda in a book like this one, you do it sparingly and subtly. Instead, his vision of the future packs it with
anti-Democrat fantasy propaganda guaranteed to offend... what, 1/3 to 1/2 of his audience? Even if some
love him for it, at least as many will be turned off.

4) Wooden characters. And to get back to point #3, almost all the Americans are basically WASPs.

Once you know all of this and you realize that Heppner is rapidly turning books out at the rate of at least
three per year -- he has multiple series running concurrently and just this one saw five volumes released in
the space of three years -- one can only draw the conclusion that Heppner has zero respect for the craft of
being an author. He doesn't think his books through, he does zero research, and he obviously publishes his
first draft with a minimum of editing and no proofing.



By the way, while I know these books sold well, Heppner claims to be a "best-selling author." As far as I
know, he has never broken the Top 100 on any major publishing list, let alone into the Top 25.

Allen says

Great Book

I have really enjoyed this book. I cannot wait to continue reading the series of books. The Author has done a
wonderful job in writing this book.

Nancy says

I thought that the storyline had potential when I got this book. Way too many unnecessary repetative
acronyms for me. Weak character backgrounds. I know this was fiction but the president launching nuclear
weapons on invaders on US soil because he thought a female analyst brought him luck, really!?! I still think
that the idea has potential for a good read just not in this book.

Thad says

I had no problem getting through this book, and I did enjoy the story/concept. However, it wasn't without a
few drawbacks.

The big positive side of it was that, to me, it passes the smell test. That is, most of the story seemed entirely
plausible and not just some fantasy. The events and descriptions really do feel like they could happen in the
future as it is written here.

The first negative was that the author spent a great amount of detail describing the weaponry, vehicles, and
aircraft. These kinds of details, while helpful, meant I wasn't reading about the action that kept me so
interested in the book. My second gripe was that the end of the book seemed to be rushed, as if he simply
wanted to finish it.
I mean, what was that whole paragraph about Anna and her bodyguard supposed to be about? I know it was a
love scene, but it seemed terribly out of place, and in no way relevant to the storyline. And the end of the
story was incredibly sudden and lacking something. One minute, we've got some great descriptions of
combat, and a few pages later we've got an incredibly lackluster attempt at ending the book at a summit. I
kind of felt cheated by the ending.

Overall, it does seem I'm bashing the book a bit, but I have to admit, it was a great ride throughout, and it did
have that "can't wait to read the next chapter" thing happening. If you like books about combat or war, I
would give this one a try.



Shane Short says

SO...I really wanted to give this book at least three stars, but just couldn't. While Vaughn takes the time to do
the research on the environment of Alaska, like he got all the little towns in Alaska correct, He completely
screwed up the other research. I realize in a science fiction book, there are things where you should just hit
the "i believe" button and move on. But, when he puts so much research into half the book and none into the
other, it is really hard to like to the book. And, it was mostly the military stuff he completely screwed up. It
is only a two decades and change in the future. The military does not change that much.
The other thing that bother me was he introduced characters at an alarming rate, killed half of them, and
failed to develop the ones that lived. Then there were the "troubled ex-marine" and "sleazy politician"
characters that were so cliche I literally groaned inside reading their parts.
The jumping around was a headache. He tried to do it in the fashion that Tom Clancy does it in his books,
but completely failed.
To be honest, the only reason I kept reading to the last page was because it helped me fall asleep at night.
Even with the totally predictable plot and hokey science fiction, Mark McGinnis Scrapyard Ship series is far
better reading.


