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From Reader Review Star Trek for online ebook

Sean Randall says

| saw the movie before | read the book. | will realy have to listen to Quinto's narration sometime, because
everyone who's heard it has been swept away by it. But for my first run-through | wanted the story, not the
drama, and so resolved to read it myself.

As many have indicated, Foster hasn't fleshed much out beyond what the movie provides. Thisis good in
some ways - the novels were never considered canon so the fact that he hasn't deviated from the script any
keeps things mostly in-universe. On the other hand, the expansion of characters has traditionally been the
driving focus for many novels, which gives this book something of an action movie feel.

i'm not complaining too much about this. The whole reinvention of Star Trek has had that; expanding the
exploration remit by providing the younger and perhaps more modern-looking audience with action and
adventure within the boundaries of today's special effects, rather than those of the 1960's. having seen the
film, it's evident that this influence isthat of the screenplay, and that's what the writer had to work on, of
course. Foster cannot be held accountable for the reboot, and in fact has admirably managed to tie character
traits we know and love into a new, fresh take on the Star Trek universe.

On to the story itself, then. my biggest magjor gripe isthe way in which Kirk manages to relieve Spock of
duty. before he gets marooned, he triesthe line "I'm citing you as being emotionally compromised and
therefore unfit for continuing in the position of captain of a Federation vessel.” All well and good, but Spock
deniesthis, asistypical for the stoic Vulcan. kirk returns and gets the crap beaten out of him, and only then
does Spock turn to mccoy with "Doctor. By order of Starfleet Regulation Six-nineteen | hereby relinquish
my command on the grounds that | have been - emotionally compromised.”

| don't have a problem with this scenario per se, but the idea that Kirk tried something, failed, then pretty
much used a similar technique (but threw in afew insults and threats) and had it work the second time
around rankles. | don't remember hisfirst attempt being in the movie, which makesit all-the-more believable
when the second Spock suggestsit. if Kirk had tried to outwit Spock the first time around, logicaly, then
came back with the emotional guns a blaze, 1'd have been happy. but you cannot have it all.

my only other quibble is the ranks. others have noted the alarming way Kirk is propelled from cadet to
captain, with official backing at the end. Unless I've failed to understand the military, people generally
proceed through the ranks. even the gifted ones. that, and the fact that Kirk has Lieutenant's stripes even
without any formal duties makes me wonder just what Starfleet command are thinking.

Of course the argument for al thisis that with the introduction of the Naradain 2233, anew timelineis
created. From that moment on, anything that happensis part of the "rebooted" universe, in which this book
(and naturally the movie) is set.

A neat explanation, except it doesn't really count for anything. new time line or not, the federation had only

encountered the Narada twice - first in 2233 (as per the opening scenes of the film and the first few chapters
of the book), and then in the year 2258 (25 years on), where the remainder of the book takes place. After the
first encounter, the federation is one starship down but James Kirk is only akid. After the second encounter,
Kirk has pretty much single-handedly been the one to face the Narada, all-be-it backed by a very good crew.



But herein lies the problem: is one mission enough to skip someone from the lowest rank in Starfleet's
arsenal all the way to captain? Even his crew are left in their assumed senior positions. In fact, the whole
theory of the entire Federation fleet being occupied whilst some dangerous catastrophe befalls a core
Federation world, resulting in afleet of cadets being sent to deal with the situation, is quite frankly
laughable.

People said the same thing about Picard and crew being the only ones capable of going back in time to stop
the Borg. the difference is that we already had a movie, not to mention seven series of television shows and
ample Borg history to back up the choice. If Kirk and company have really been reinvented and the timeline
really is completely new, separate and distinct, then we have no basis on which to say "oh, yes, he's
qualified. he's cheated at his latest test and has no actual field experience, but what the hell, we'll send him
anyway. throw in afew of these cadets while we're at it."

yet again, | have to reiterate that thisisn't Foster's fault. he wrote a novel from a script and had to incorporate
everything in that script. in fact, | quite liked the novel. | enjoyed the movie too, of course, but missed out on
the visuals that have earned it such praise. For me, a novelisation will always take the top seat, because | can
absorb it aswell as anybody, blindness or no. the whole Star Trek world has been reset. Rebooted. Started
again from scratch (or at least from the 2230's onwards). it's a new playground, with familiar characters but
open vistas of possibility. Asone of the first written fiction works set herein, 1'd say that | am duly
impressed.

LightandMan says

| really wanted to like this book.

In my experience, movie novelizations fall into two categories. bland recaps of the screenplay, or fleshed-out
stories which serve to compliment and expand the movie. Luckily, this book falls into the latter category.
Some things were nicely explained, such as amore in depth look into the Spock/Uhura moments. There were
also nice bits of back-story with Nero and how the rest of his Romulan crew reacted to the attempted
destruction of Earth.

Some of the details, however, were obviously changed or just plain wrong. (Baby!Kirk has brown eyes?
Spock decided not to warp away from Earth prior to detonating the black-hole inducing red matter?) These
may be due to changes made between rewrites of the script and during production. Most book versions of
movies I've come across have these sort of differences, so | won't hold anything against this one.

My problem comes with the actual writing of the story, which isarea shame. I’ ve never read a book from
this author before, but thisfelt rushed and could have used awhole lot more editing. The passive verbs
slowed down the pace of the action, made little to no sense in places, and generally drove meinsane.

There was something seriously wrong with the dialog — probably compounded by the fact that | listened to
the audio version. No one, no one talks like the characters in these books. Not the movie characters, not the
TV show characters, and certainly not real people. It'slike they all swallowed atruckload of thesauruses and
spent the entire story regurgitating long, obscure (and I’ m sure, technically correct) words to out-vocab one
another. It went beyond techno-babble... | would have welcomed techno-babble.



For example, thisisthe dialog from the movi€'s script:
“Hello.”
“I am Captain Christopher Pike, to whom am | speaking?”

“] am called Nero.”

Now the same bit, transcribed from the audio book version:

“Your valor doesyou great honor, Captain, and the skill of your crew surpasses-- however uselessly --
any that has preceded it.”

“Towhom am | speaking?’

“My formal designation is Oh’ren, with an accent and syllabic stressthat is difficult for the human
larynx to deal with. Asit isnot uncommon, reversing and softening the entire processyields a name
you can pronounce. Addressme as Nero.”

The hell, man?

These characters were just engaged in areally intense space battle a few seconds before... isthisreally the
time for alesson on Romulan pronunciation?

This type of inane discourse also had the effect of changing the basic characterization of the main characters.
In the movie, Nero was insane and arrogant and he showed that partially by hisinformality: addressing a
captain with, “Hello” and calling Captain Pike by his first name, Christopher.

In the book he comes off as arrogant because he' sinsane, and not insane because he’ s arrogant. It's a subtle
difference, but avery important one.

Words were repeated with such frequency that | was alittle taken aback. “ Turning away from the engineer,
Kirk turned to his other companion.” Where is the editor? Serioudly, did anyone proof this?

There were a so times where the details conflicted with one another. “ ... even at this altitude the air was still
and there was virtually no wind.” Then, just few lines later: “Now he was hanging upside-down as the wind
blew him back and forth.” So, which isit? Wind or no wind? These are easy mistakes to make in the first
draft, but things that should not be in afinished product.

Overal the story itself was satisfying, but that was due in most part to the original screenplay and the fuzzy
feelings| still had left over from the movie. This book felt unchecked, and incomplete. I'm not sure if |
should blame the editor or the writer, but someone needed to polish it more before it went to print.

| haveto give this book 3 stars. It's still better than other movie tie-in's I've read, but fails to capture any of
the spirit of the characters from the show or the movie. It's a pity because other novelizations of previous
original Trek movies went above and beyond and really complimented the original scripts. They were good



in their own right. Thiswas clunky and forgettable.

Terence says

When | was getting my teaching certificate, they told usto lead off with the good points about students
projects, and only after boosting their egos, point out what needed improvement.

Itisinthat spirit that | begin thisreview of Star Trek, the adaptation of JJ Abrams' reboot of the franchise:

Good Poaints

Zachary Quinto (“Spock” in Abrams movie) does arather good job of reading the novel. He — of course —
nails Spock but he's got a wide enough vocal range to handle all of the other characters, and makes it easy to
follow what’s going on. He' s particularly good with Nero, sounding uncannily like Eric Bana, and with
Chekov (I'm no expert on dialect but | liked his*“Russian” accent more than Y elchin’s in the movie).

Alan Dean Foster is a past master of movie novelizations. When | was younger, | kept copies of Outland,
Alien, Aliens, Dark Star, and others close at hand for when | was bored and wanted quick, easy-to-read and
well written brain candy. The best movie novelizations retain the good points of the movie but add depth and
detail to the characters and plot that give future viewings of the film greater meaning (see, outside Foster’s
oeuvre, Vonda Mclntyre' s adaptations of The Wrath of Khan & Star Trek 111: The Search for Spock or Terry
Brook’ s of The Phantom Menace). Foster does that in this book in several cases. One of the best is the scene
where Kirk isforced to defend himself for altering the Kobayashi Maru simulation. | understand why —if it
was filmed at all —it was cut from the movie but it’ s instructive to watch Kirk and Spock spar (though — as
Sulu warns Bailey in “The Corbomite Maneuver,” —“try to cross brains with Spock, he'll cut you to pieces
every time”). Another one nearly as good is a scene between Kirk and his older brother before he steals his
step-father’ s vintage car. We get a glimpse of the straight-laced, near martinet that Kirk was in the Academy
of the original timeline (“Where No Man Has Gone Before”), and a reason behind why in thistimeline he's
the only genius-level multiple offender in the lowajuvie system. There are also points where authoria
decision makes more sense than the movies', e.g., rather than have Chekov race through the ship to the
transporter room to beam Kirk and Sulu up from the plasma drill, Foster has him transfer the controls from
there to his helm station via the computer (the 23rd century version of GoToMyPC). And there are small
touches — just a sentence or clause — like having both McCoy and Sulu pick up on “something” going on
between Uhura and Spock.

It's not al to the good. As another review points out, there is some truly awful dialog, but overall Foster does
agood job with the story.

What Needs | mprovement

Unfortunately, the story isalarge part of the problem in Star Trek, and Foster’ s task proves thanklessin the
end. | don’t want to spend too much time dissecting the novel but below are nine things that really bothered
me:

One: What the hell is a pregnant woman doing on board a Starfleet vessel in the middle of amission? The
decision to put families aboard Enterprise always soured me on TNG. Really? The galaxy is full of
unknowns that could kill us at any moment so let’s expose our spouses and children to them. I’m sure
everything will work out for the best (just ask Benjamin Sisko).



Two: The Narada is a mining/ore processing vessel. Why does it appear to have the most advanced
shielding and weapons on offer in the Romulan Empire? | know that the Romulans are a highly militarized
society but it's amining ship not afrakking dreadnaught.

Three: Related to (2), Nero is chief of amining crew not asoldier. A failure in both the movie and the book
isthat you never get a sense of why Nero is doing what he’ s doing, or why his crew is so fanatically loyal
over the course of the 25 years they have to wait for Spock Prime to show up. Yes, we know that Nero’s
pregnant wife was on Romulus when it blew up, but that’s such a clichéd motivation that readers/viewers are
left shaking their heads in dismay at such lazy story-telling. And, outside of a penchant for homicidal rages,
what hold does Nero exercise over the other Romulans? There' s little effort to develop Nero as aplausible
villain. Compare thisto Khan Noonian Singh —“ Save your strength, Captain, these people have sworn to live
and die at my command two hundred years before you were born.”

Four: What did the Narada and her crew do for the 25 years they were waiting for Spock? | understand that
there’ s a comic series that fillsin the gap but | shouldn’t have to go outside of the book (or the movie) to
learn that.

Five: Red matter. Y et again we have an ultimate weapon that will probably never be mentioned again. If ST:
The Wrath of Khan had a serious weakness it was the Genesis Torpedo, a weapon that not only destroyed the
enemy but then could reconfigure him into “aliving breathing planet, capable of sustaining whatever life
forms we seefit to deposit on it.” The Borg — launch the Genesis Torpedo and let them assimilate that. The
Dominion — launch the Genesis Torpedo. Qo' noS rendered uninhabitable by Praxis destruction? Launch the
Genesis Torpedo & violaawhole new homeworld.

Here again | blame lazy story-telling on the part of the original writers (Robert Orci, Alex Kurtzman).

Six: I'm old school Trek. Kirk, Spock & McCoy never met before being assigned to Enterprise. None of
them, nor any of the secondary crew, are contemporaries. Both Spock and McCoy are considerably ol der
than Kirk, asis Scotty, and McCoy never attended the Academy (see “ The Ultimate Computer” and the
reference to Captain Dunsel). At best Uhura, Sulu and Chekov may have been first-years at the Academy
when Kirk was graduating.

It swhat | call “The Star Wars Syndrome” — the need to cram every character into every story, regardless of
how illogical it might be (e.g., shoehorning both C3PO and R2-D2 into the prequels — only one of their many
sins).

With abit of thought, you could have gotten them together (and even slipped in the Spock/Uhura romance)
without the ridicul ous contrivances settled on.

Seven: DeltaVega. Where exactly is Delta Vega? If we go by “Where No Man Has Gone Before,” it's
somewhere near the edge of the galaxy. Very, very far from Vulcan's sun, 40 Eridani. But it’s an homage to
the original seriesso I’ll accept the name. What | can’t accept (my willingness to suspend belief only goes so
far) isthat it’s near enough to Vulcan so that Spock can watch a black hole swallow the planet. Our closest
interplanetary neighbor — the Moon —is about a quarter of amillion miles away, and — at best —it’ s about the
size of alarge coin in our sky on some nights. Beyond Luna, our nearest neighbors are Mars and Venus. And
under perfect conditions for viewing and excellent eyesight, they’re still little more than largish dots.

If Nero had wanted Spock to watch Vulcan’s end, he would have kept him on the ship or put himin a
lifeboat in orbit around the planet.



Eight: Another WTF moment: All of Starfleet is off on the other side of the galaxy doing something, so the
only defense the Federation can muster against Nero is an ad hoc fleet crewed by a bunch of recently
graduated cadets?

Nine: Kirk’'salteration of the Kobayashi Maru was pretty lame. He made it so that the Klingons dropped
their shields? That's original thinking? Or isthe “original thinking” for succeeding in cracking the program’s
encryption?

Either way, David Marcus was right — * he cheated” — and I’ m not sure what Starfleet was thinking when
they commended him in either timeline.

Referring to the movie, if | may in this book-oriented review, | like the recast crew and only hope that
upcoming films have better stories. In regards to this book, | can only recommend it to fellow Trekkies, and
then only tepidly.

Jessica says

As anovelization of the screenplay, this book isfairly exceptional. It manages to capture the emotional
intensity of the story in ways that many other books based on movies fail to accomplish. Unfortunately, the
author does not risk adding much depth by analyzing the characters motives to any real degree. It does
however add alot of humor to an already hilarious script. | laughed out loud several times and was brought
to tears more than once. But | have to say that | credit Zachary Quinto's performance as narrator as what
earned most of my respect. His voices and characterizations are brilliantly rendered, to the point of making
himself unrecognizable when he is voicing Nero and Bones. His Spock is as dead on as his performance in
the film. At times, the highland brogue of Scotty is abit over the top, but | imagine that's partially due to the
nature of the accent itself. And his female characters manage not to sound at all like caricatures, which | have
found to a be a problem in other audiobooks | have listened to. I'm not sure | could recommend the book
itself to anyone, but | can say that anyone who enjoyed the film and wanted it to go on, would be well served
to spend eight and a half hours listening to this recording. Could help to tide you over until the DVD comes
out. | will certainly belistening to it again.

Liz says

As my first audiobook, it was hard to not feel awkward about being read to for the first time in about 18
years. But hey, if it's gonna be Zachary Quinto who reads it, then who am | to complain?

Whilethereis an actual story that | should probably be reviewing, | gotta give credit to Quinto (seeing asiit
was in fact the audiobook version) and that's half the job, because no matter how amazing the story, if you're
gonnaread it with a dead-pan voice, it's gonna boring as shit. So give me a moment to fan about this guy's
reading, if you will.

It took about 20 minutes for me to get into the swing of things and forget that it was audiobook and by then |
was laughing (out of amazement) at Quinto's reading and accents of each of the characters. He flawlessly
sets the tone (pun net intended) for the individual parts of the story that are based on Earth, Vulcan, the
Enterprise and the Nebula, while still portraying the humour and sass that is so common in all these great
characters. He even does the roar of the monster on the icy planet where Kirk finds future Spock. | mean...!



(Y ou stunned me, Spock)

Ok, moving on - the story line was pretty good, maybe atad drawn out in parts towards the end, but | loved
the extra back story added to Kirk and Spock at the beginning, it helped the characterisation flow alot better
and made more sense, especially like when we see Kirk steal the car at the start of the movie - the added
story with his brother and step father made much more sense and upon watching the film again, | enjoyed it a
lot more.

However, | was greatly disappointed when this great line:

Was COMPLETELY LEFT OUT.

| was sitting there waiting for the line, with a stupid grin on my face, and then - NOTHING.
REALLY, Alan Dean Foster..??!

Other than that, areally grest .... listen? Read? Either way, a thumbs up from me!

Matt says

Since | thoroughly enjoyed the new Star Trek movie | purchased the Tie-In novel in hope that it would fill
certain gaps and cover new ground that the movie couldn’'t. Overall, | haveto say that | was disappointed as
the novel is basically aretelling of the movie. Yes, it does add a few tidbits but nothing worth buying the
book if you have seen the movie. For example, that boy a young Kirk drives buy in his Corvette joy ride was
actually his older brother, George Kirk and Nero's name is actually Oren (since the Federation types have
trouble speaking Romulan names, they reverse it to make it easer?). Nothing earth shattering. | am really
surprised the novel was released after the movie. After doing research | learned that Alan Dean Foster was
allowed to watch the whole film before writing the novelization and that the novel contained some scenes
that were cut.

| am not going over the plot of the movie or book again. If you have seen the movie then you got the premise
and if not, then you need to run to nearest movie theater ASAP or be in danger of losing your geek card.

The Audio Book is narrated by Zachary Quinto who plays Spock in the movie and Sylar on Heroes. At first |
was somewhat |eery about the whole the idea of the actor reading the book but | have to admit | thoroughly
enjoyed it. For some reason Mr. Quinto nailed Spock’ s voice perfectly. He also did an excellent job with the
other voices including my favorite, Scotty. He got pretty close to Simon Pegg’ s accent and did afine
rendition of the grouchy McCoy. But my favorite was the monster noises when Kirk is attack on theice
planet. | had to stop the playback because | started laughing so hard | was missing the story.

Alan Dean Foster is the granddad of movie novelizations and does an adequate job in relaying the story.
Obviously, it is hard to capture the incredible visuals and tight action sequences from the movie. | had no
gualms with the book except that it was a direct retelling of the movie and | was hoping for more.

In my opinion, if you are considering purchasing this novel then get the Audio version just to listen to
Zachary Quinto. | believe the written version will be alittle boring if you have watched the movie but Mr.
Qunito spices up the story enough to make an entertaining listen.




Chrissays

So | have been along time warming up to the reboot, | will be honest. | didn't watch this movie until the
second one came out, and | haven't read the novelization until after | saw the third one (in the theatre and in
3-d). Quite frankly, the third movie is the best of the three, but | find this reboot to far superior to say Star
Wars Force Awakens.

But about this novelization. It's a good novelization. Foster has little touches that work nicely, and in
particular gives Sulu, Uhura, and Chekov more to do (he even, to my mind, improves upon aweak point in
the movie). Of course, when takes a step back and starts looking at plot, there are a couple issues - and not
just how Kirk is a specia snowflake in this movie and book (where he really wasn't in the OST).

Still, anice enjoyable quick read.

Carissa Norrissays

| enjoyed this book. | liked the movie so much that | wanted to read the book to see if there was amore
fleshed out plot. | was happy to see that there was added character development by reading the book,
especially in the relationship between Spock and Uhura. | also liked the added background on Kirk from his
childhood. There was one scene | thought was completely out of character for Spock; | could definitely see
why it was | eft out of the movie.

| would love to give this novel four stars, but there were two style issues of the author that annoyed me as |
read. First, in describing the actions and circumstances of characters, he repetitively says something like this,
"If this character had been like this, he would have done this, but he did thisinstead" or "If it had been this
situation he would have thought this, but he thought thisinstead." | found it weird for the author to keep
telling me what a person would have done or thought if the situation had been something else. Case in point:
"If 1 walked into the kitchen and saw my child playing with paint, | would have smiled, but instead, | saw my
child next to a broken cookie jar and frowned." Why mention the paint and smile at all because that isn't
what is going on.

Second, in the same vein, the author kept mentioning superfluous information. An example is when Spock
and Kirk are getting ready to beam onto another ship. The author mentioned they aren't taking food. O-Kay.
Of course they aren't. When have we ever seen someone on Star Trek beaming over to another ship in attack
mode and taking food? Those kinds of statements just struck me as so odd.

Rae says

Before | got this audiobook, | didn't usually read too many movie/tv tie-in books, and so when | read this, the
floodgates opened. The writing is abit sappy at first, especially when the U.S.S. Kelvin is being attacked by
the Narada, but this lessens up into afun, well-written adaption of the 2009 Star Trek movie. What's really
nice about thistie-in isthat it gives you alot more of what the characters were thinking, even when there
weren't spoken lines at that moment in the film, and there is a bit more of everyone's backstory included in
this written adaption as well. Some moments were even exaggerated or changed alittle from the film, this
was especially enjoyable when Kirk met Spock (prime) in the cave, after Spock says the infamous "l am, and



alwayswill be, your friend." While Kirk's reply was golden onscreen, it's just agood if not better in the
book.

I'm not going to lie, the reason | succumbed into getting this audiobook in the first place was because
Zachary Quinto narrated it. For those who do not know, or have just had your head stuck in the sand for the
past two years, Zachary Quinto played freaking SPOCK in the latest Star Trek movie, and as a audiobook
narrator, he delivers! He changed back and forth between the character's inflections and cadences and the
baseline narration flawlessly, and perfectly captured the accents and mannerisms of the actors who portrayed
the charactersin the film.

My only problem with this book was a particular scene that took place on the Narada when Kirk and Spock
beam onto the ship to rescue Pike and destroy the black hole device. In the film, Spock simply mind melds
with a stunned guard to find the location of both, but in thistie-in, he, and | quote, "can't seem to mind meld
because Vulcan and Romulan minds are too different.” And therefore proceeds to best the crap out of the
Romulan guard until he finds out what he needs to know. What. The. Heck? Okay, first off, Romulans and
Vulcans come from a common ancestry! So don't give me any of this "too different” crap! Secondly, in the
origina series, Spock mind-melds with pretty much anything that has a face, and some things that
don't...including the infamous Horta which a silicon-based life form! Okay, getting off my soap box now...it
was just something that annoyed me.

Serioudly though, apart from that one tiny thing, this book is A+, and isagreat read for any trekkie, or
anyone that enjoyed the latest movie.

Algjandro says

A new parallel universeisborn!

Thisisthe novelization of the film"Star Trek" (2009), introducing a new parallel universe in the franchise.

PARALLEL UNIVERSE, THE FINAL FRONTIER

When | watched the film, | wasn't aware that the intention wasto creat a new parallel universe.
| thought that it was a prequel movietelling the events of how James T. Kirk and Spock have met.

So, when | watched so many things changed and some "big" changes in the stellar cartography in that story, |
thought odd that it remained just like that.

Since usually, there was some "big change" involving time travel, some daring crew would go back in time
and restore the timeline and the Department of Temporal Investigations was happy again and they can "file"
the case.

But no, this time, recognizable characters got dead...

...some worlds are no more...



...and all that remains just like that and the heroes go forward accepting those things.

A new parallel universe was born.

STRANGE NEW DIMENSIONS

It took me some time to assimilate this (pun intended while there isn't any Borg here).

However, now | embrace this new universe as another "spin-off" series of the popular franchise.

Another option for new adventures and stories.

While | have watched the film alot of times by now, | wanted to read the novelization seeking for further
details of the story and even some "scenes’ that were left out of the film giving me some deeper insight

about it.

However, it wasn't the case, since while indeed they were some new "scenes’, nothing was so relevant that it
changed my previous knowledge of the story.

Also, there are some odd "bad editing”, making contradicting/illogical commentsin severa "scenes'.

After al...

...it was a good reading experience.

But don't take me wrong, with the time (and several watching of the film) | learnt to embrace this
"Abramsverse” (Yes, | know that the technical term is Kelvin Timeline, but a step atime, | already accepted

this new parallel universe, later | may be used to that "technical term™), and | enjoyed to the fullest the other
two moviesin this new take in the Star Trek franchise.

Martin lyon says

This book is athrilling book about Kirk and his adventure on the star ship enterprise. Heisthe main
character and has to save Earth for being destroyed. | decided to read this book because | find the Star Trek
movies interesting and exciting. This book fits into a Science Fiction or Fantasy book on the bingo board.
The category isinteresting because it shows you a different type of genre from some books that you would
normally read. | found the old Spock interesting because he knew all of thisinformation and helped Kirk
stop Nero from destroying there world. My favourite quote from the book was "It is astonishing how quickly
people can go from imminent catastrophe to the boredom of daily routine". Thisis my favourite quote
because it shows that even if your world is at state or if you do something terrific the world will carry on as
normal. | learnt from this book that even if your home is destroyed and your family's dead you shouldn't fight
back and destroy someone else's home because yours is destroyed.



K says

Solid book from the Abramsverse Star Trek universe, Alan Dean Foster is aways good with movie tie-ins.

TL says

Could have sworn | wrote areview for this before but oh well :)
*Just noticed thisis my 500th review, wicked!*

| usually don't read movie adaptation books, wary how they could possibly compare to the movie (Lone
Ranger was an exception but it still felt awkward and the X-Men ones for the first two were good... ).

So the main reason for me picking up this one?

Couldn't resist seeing how Zachary Quinto would be as a narrator... some actors are better at this kind of
things than others so | was cautiously excited for it.

Zachary knocked it out of the park for me... besides Spock's voice of course ;-), He did agreat job of doing
the voices of the other characters (his voice for Bones was my favorite) and keeping the pace of the story. He
made the just "okay" parts of the book sound better.

The story itself... wasn't bad. There was some awkward/bad writing in spots but overall it was a decent
movie novelization... it seemed some of thiswas afrom afirst draft of the script maybe? (1f 1'm wrong, be
gentle... | haven't looked it up)

One scene which was compl etely different and not in a good way was one where (view spoiler)

That scene was very awkward to listen to, even with Zachary doing his best with it... only time | wanted to
fast forward through the audiobook.

Not a perfect read but a nice way to spend your time... there's not alot of "insight" or "extended scenes’ from
the movie but that didn't bother me really.

Narrator - Five Stars
Story: 3.5 stars

Happy reading!



Algjandro's review here He explainsit all well :)

Branwen Sedai *of the White Ajah* says

" As always, Spock, whoever you choose to be, whatever course you decide to take through life, your journey
will always be accompanied by a proud mother."

I'll be the first one to admit that | am a huge bitch when it comes to movie novelizations. Never liked them.
Always thought they were terrible. Vowed to never pick them up. But Star Trek is making me break al of
my rules. *laughs* Because here | am, about to joyful talk about how much | love thisbook. :) | guessit's
true what they say and that people can change. ;)

So, anyway, this book is pretty great as far as movie novelizations go. | was really impressed with it.
Basically it follows the storyline of the 2009 Trek movie by JJ Abrams, but with alot more fleshing out of
the characters. And thisisthe aspect that won me over. | fell completely in love with these characters and
wanted to know more about them. That's where this book comes in. Lots of feelings and thoughts that were
previously unknown are explored in this book, really giving me a chance to get inside the heads of the
charactersthat | know and love.

Thisisafantastic book and would recommend it to any Trek fan!

This review can also be found on my blog:
http://ayanami023.wordpress.com

Katharine (Ventureadlaxre) says

I've never seen any Star Trek - not even afew minutes of a TV episode, and all of my knowledge of the
fandom comes from the parodies in episodes of Futurama and so forth - and it took me awhile to see the
movie afew weeks ago... in the end | only went because my friends couldn't stop talking about it. | was
surprised by how captivating | found it.

| think seeing the movie first and then reading the book after made it even more enjoyable. | knew what was
going to happen next but it was nice to find out the 'hidden’ and deeper meanings between everything and see
it all from adifferent angle, as no two people can see the same movie in the same way. To read it, It makes
things so much clearer as well.

| will really have to listen to Quinto's narration sometime, because everyone who's heard it has been swept
away by it.

Eta: listened to audio book in June 2010. Love Zach Quinto so much.






