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From Reader Review The Heart Forger for online ebook

Melanie says

ARC provided by Sourcebooks in exchange for an honest review.

1.) The Bone Witch ★★★★

“I suppose the trouble began again when I tried raising a king from the dead.”

This series means so much to me. I loved The Bone Witch so much, but The Heart Forger is now in a tier by
itself. This is the type of book that makes you wish there were more than fives stars, because it just feels like
it deserves something more. It was glorious perfection, and Tea is my favorite necromancer of all time. And
Rin Chupeco is a master storyteller.

“She wore the corpses for show. They trailed behind her, grotesque fabrics of writhing flesh
and bone, spreading across the plain for miles around us.”

This is an ownvoices, Asian inspired, fantasy story that stars a young necromancer, looking for her place in a
world that has constantly told her she is going to become evil. This story is told in two parts, but not equally.
The lesser part, before every new chapter, are the events taking place through a bard’s eyes, who is
chronicling the events currently, where Tea is proving to become the evil villain the world wanted her to be.
But the main story is told in the past, and we get to slowly find out what happened to put Tea on this path
that the bard is seeing.

“What’s one more lie to believe when I am just a scheming, murderous bone witch,
constantly seeking stars beyond her reach?”

One of the more unique and cool aspects of this world, is that all the people wear heartglasses around their
necks. Your heartglass will change colors depending on what you're feeling but will overall stay mostly the
same color. Yet, silver means you draw runes, which means you can fight, whether it be as an asha if you're
a girl or as a solider if you're a boy. Silver heartglasses are so very important and are so very sought after.

Other ashas control elements: fire, earth, water, wind. But Tea is a bone witch, AKA: a dark asha, and she
deals in death. Bone witches are not very respected in this world, even though their powers hold the most
important job in this world, because they are the only ones who can defeat Daeva, AKA: different demons
who dwell in this world, who are resurrected every so often. Also, bone witches are incredibly rare, but they
seem to not live long.

“…black heartsglass is the ultimate fate of bone witches like us, Tea. Dark asha do not live
long lives. But when they do, it is only a matter of time before their hearts become



corrupted.”

This book places a big emphasis on gender roles and the way the world also forces us to conform to them. A
side character, is constantly battling against them, and all the main characters are so supportive and uplifting.
Likh is also the sweetest little cinnamon roll and I want to personally protect them at all costs.

Queerness always plays a pretty big part in this story. First off, we have two queer ladies that are big side
character that had me smiling from ear to ear. Next, this book is called The Heart Forger, and that heart
forger has been ostracized by his ruling father, stripped of his crown, because of the fact he likes men. You
all, I don’t have words, only tears. But such wonderful discussions are held within the pages of these books.
And I appreciate it so much.

The only “negative” thing I’ll say is that the three boys in this book all have names that start with the letter
K, and it is a little hard (at least for me) to keep straight! So, let me do a little break down for you guys, in
case you also have this problem:
➽ Khalad - The newest heart forger, but still an apprentice.
➽ Kance - Prince, who will eventually be king. Khalad’s younger brother and Kalen’s cousin.
➽ Kalen - Amazing warrior who is promised to protect Kance at all costs.

But this was honestly my only problem with this book. Besides this little qualm, this book is perfection in my
eyes. And this story is so inspiring, I can’t even put the feelings into words. And Tea is one of the most
selfless protagonists I’ve ever had the pleasure of reading. Every choice she makes is so important. And it’s
so beautiful to see her choosing actions that go against what everyone thinks she will become. This series has
so many feministic themes, and I’m living for each and every one of them.

“Tea, you should prove them wrong. Show them asha are more than concubines for
princes.”

You guys know I’m weak for a good sibling relationship, especially between a brother and sister, and Tea
and her brother (that she resurrected to ultimately find out she was a bone witch) are goals! Fox is such a
good character. And him and Tea’s banter is so believable and perfection. And Tea catching glimpses of her
brother and a princess brought me so much joy and too many giggles. And now that we know what Tea is
still trying to accomplish in present time, because they both share a lifeline. My heart, I can’t. The love
between siblings can be so powerful.

But speaking of love. You all, I wasn't prepared for the damn romance in this book. The Bone Witch gave us
little breadcrumbs, but The Heart Forger busted through the door and asked me to hold their beer. Page 319
did things to me, and I’m still reeling. And, again, to know the outcome from the present time through the
bard’s eyes, it equally guts me, yet warms my heart. It is so good.

“He kissed me. In full view of the nobles, in full view of the emperor and anyone who wanted
to see, his mouth hot against mine. He tasted like everything I wanted, and he kissed like I
could reach into his heart and take everything I desired from it.”

Overall, this has every single element that I look for and love in the fantasy I read. This has such a diverse



cast, the magic is so unique, the world building is fantastical, the animal companion of Tea’s is everything,
Tea herself is the feminist main character I want in every book, the writing is lyrical, I highlighted at least
one quote in each chapter, and I mean, this is ultimately a story about demolishing some patriarchies. This
story has it all, and I feel so blessed to have been able to read it. This is, without a doubt, going on my “best
of 2018” list.

Blog | Twitter | Tumblr | Instagram | Youtube | Twitch

The quotes above were taken from an ARC and are subject to change upon publication.

Buddy read with Lilly at Lair of Books! ❤

Bonus Content:

Cute picture of me and my Grandmother who immigrated here from the Philippines in the 60s, who also
loves The Bone Witch! I normally don’t disclose personal things about my family in reviews, but I got
permission from her, and I really wanted to emphasize how much this series means to me. My lola was so
happy when I told her one of my favorite books of 2017 (and now of 2018) was written by a Filipina author!
And never let anyone tell you that representation doesn’t matter. In your late twenties, in your late seventies,
at any age, it matters. I promise.

Kaycee Bowick (Off_The_Press) says

The Bone Witch Series
1.) The Bone Witch ★★★.5
2.) The Heart Forger ★★★★.5

You know... I was reading over the synopsis on Goodreads just now and feel like it really doesn't hold a
flame to the events in this novel. Yet here I sit.. unable to come up with an adequate synopsis myself. So let's
just cut to the chase--If you are reading this review, then you have more than likely already read The Bone
Witch. You know the clifhanger. You know where the story is headed. You know the reasons you are
picking up a second installment... to see the story continue and flourish. So let's not waste any time and just
get down to the nuts and bolts of my review... 

★  ?  ★  ? ★  ? ★  ? ★  ? ★  ? ★  ? ★  

Okay... if you follow my reviews, you know that I was fairly disappointed with The Bone Witch. It was
wordy and frilly and descriptive and.. frankly.. dull in places, in my opinion. I will be flat out honest with
you.. if I had not received an ARC of The Heart Forger, I probably would have given up on this series after
the first installment because of The Bone Witch (and considering the length of the novels).

However... The Heart Forger was everything (and more) that I wanted out of The Bone Witch and I
would recommend this series just for the fact that the second novel is so fantastic.

I think that one of the biggest players in the enjoyment of this installment is that there are, for the most part,



very little new characters or locations or terminology introduced. The first novel in this series bombarded me
with so much world-building, information about the magic system, and so many characters so quickly that I
had a difficult time keeping up with them. But I was a lot more comfortable with my knowledge and grasp
on characters/locations in The Heart Forger, which left a lot more wiggle room for plot engagement and
just general enjoyment.

Also... the purple prose that drove me bonkers in The Bone Witch... gone!  Fabulous writing.

I don't know where all these feelings were in the first title.. but the romance and appeal to emotion in this
installment were on point. There are multiple romantic relationships that blossom in The Heart Forger and I
adored every single one of them. Obviously not a spoiler if you read The Bone Witch, as we know in the end
that she has raised him from the dead and is her lover-- but Tea's relationship with Kalen was one of the
things I loved the most about this novel. I adore Kalen's character... and I adore Fox.. and Likh... but I'm
very partial to Kalen. We also get a f/f romantic partnership in this installment and I adored the personalities
that were brought forth with this relationship.. both of these characters became favorites as well.

**Sneaky little tidbits of passion were also included, but nothing direct or graphic enough to make this title
inappropriate for parents or educators who were trying to avoid sexual content.

All-in-all.. if you read The Bone Witch...Trust me, you need to hop on over to your favorite book retailer and
pre-order this one right now (or go to your local Target.. I hear they had a little mix up about release
dates)!

Thank you to the author and publisher for providing me with an ARC of this title in exchange for an honest
review!

Off The Press Reads: Blog ♦ Instagram ♦ Bloglovin'

Erin says

Thanks to NetGalley for an advanced ebook in exchange for an honest review.

The sequel to The Bone Witch, a fantasy series that I started last year but that I had obviously forgotten that I
struggled with the storyline. But I had stated in my review of book one that I was intrigued enough to see
where Rin Chupeco would take Tea, her brother Fox, Kance/Kalen/Khalad, and the rest of the cast. We have
the future Tea telling her tale to the Bard and the past story in each chapter. I must confess that by chapter 9 I
started skipping the future because it was making the story weighed down...sort of like trying to wade
through mud. The last few chapters was where all the action ended up being because most was taken up by
Tea trying to figure out her feelings while also trying to control the darkness taking over.

The one shining spot of this series does remain the gorgeous cover illustrations, definitely decor for a
personal library. Just not my cup of "tea."



Sierra says

rtc

Aneta Bak says

I adored The Bone Witch, but I absolutely fell in love with The Heart Forger. This book was everything I
wanted and more. I can't even describe how perfect it was.

Tea has finally completed her army of the dead and daeva, and with Kalen and the Bard with her, she is
finally read to star her war. As Tea and her army march towards Daanoris to begin her revenge, Tea
continues explaining her story to the Bard starting from the time when Prince Kance fell ill with the sleeping
sickness, and Tea was blamed for it.

I have always loved Tea, right from the beginning of this series, but in this book she just became so much
more. We see a lot more of present Tea taking action and explaining why she is currently doing the things
she is doing, and we also get to see past Tea come into her magic, protect the ones she loves and start on the
path that eventually leads her to where present Tea is (If you haven't read the first book, it is told in the
perspective of Tea presently, and as she tells the story of her past). There is so much character development,
not only from the past Tea but also with the present Tea as well. And finally in this book the two Teas
somewhat start to become one, as past Tea has to make difficult choices and face dangerous creatures that
require a huge amount of magic, enough to drive any Asha mad.

The one thing I didn't like about the first book, was that present Tea's story was a bit dry and boring and I
found myself skipping parts of it. However, in this book that is not the case at all. There was action in both
past and present tense, and I couldn't get enough of both. It was action packed, it wasn't confusing to the
reader, and I loved every moment of it.

If you've read the first book a while back, and are just picking this one up now, I would definitely
recommend just looking at online spoilers of the book just to familiarize yourself with the characters, who's
who and who did what. I was definitely able to remember the main characters very well even without help,
but there are a lot of secondary characters that play an important role where I sort of forgot who they were,
until about a half way into the book when it finally clicked on what they did in the first book and who they
were exactly.

Overall, I loved the characters, the action and the world that Rin Chupeco created. I think this series may go
down as one of my favourites. I am already dying, just waiting for the third book to come out. I definitely
recommend this series to all YA fantasy fans.

Happy Reading,
Aneta

Sarah says

I loved The Bone Witch so The Heart Forger was high up on my wish list for 2018 releases and I'm happy



to say it surpassed all expectations. It took all the things I loved about the first book and then ramped them
up to an even higher level, this book was much faster paced, had far more action, lots of twists and some
fantastic monsters. I know some people didn't like the the slower pace of the first book but I thought that Rin
Chupeco laid a brilliant foundation and helped to create a fascinating world for us to explore. Now she's
used that foundation as a springboard and really kicked off the even more exciting part of her story.

As with the first book the story is told in two parts. You have the present, where Tea is older, wiser and far
more jaded, she's been through hell and she's determined to put an end to the threats against the people she
cares about. That Tea is telling her story to a Bard who is recording her journey to share it with the world.
Then you have the younger version of Tea, the one who is slowly trying to figure out who she can trust. The
stakes are getting ever higher for both versions of Tea and you can see how the weight of the world is
settling onto her shoulders as she fights against an evil that has been plotting for years.

It's really hard to say much more without giving too much away so I'm going to keep this review short. All
I'll tell you is that if you enjoyed the first book I guarantee you'll find this one even more compelling. I loved
everything about this book and I'm definitely going to be first in line for a copy of The Shadowglass next
year. Rin Chupeco's writing is outstanding and I can't wait to see how Tea's story ends.

Tara ? says

I'll be honest, I didn't remember much about The Bone Witch when I started reading this. I read that last
year, and I all I remembered was that it was enjoyable but not all that memorable. To my surprise, I found
that everything came rushing back once I started reading The Heart Forger. I enjoyed this book much more
than TBW; I was totally engrossed in it, staying up past 3am because I just had to know what would happen
next. It got me thinking that maybe I just wasn't in the right mood when I read TBW last year.

The most interesting part of this series is the magic system. I loved reading about all the ashas and
Deathseekers, the daevas and bone witches. Everything in this book is such an Aesthetic. Gimme all the
necromancy and witches raising people from the dead while clothed in elaborate dresses. It's awesome.

Tea is such an intriguing character. The distinction between Tea from the past and the Tea who is telling the
story is very striking; I found myself desperate to discover how she went from a naive, headstrong but well-
intentioned girl to a hardened, bitter, powerful witch seeking revenge. The other characters were great as
well - the two that particularly stuck out to me were Kalen and Khalad. I also liked Zoya - she's basically like
a nicer version of Zoya from the Grisha trilogy. Likh is my precious son and Inessa is awesome too.

The romance between Tea and Kalen is one of the best I've read in a while. I was beginning to despair of
romance in YA fantasy, and this book restored my faith in it. This romance is slow-burn and mature,
growing from mutual respect and real reciprocated love, rather than instant infatuation and silly crushes. It
was so refreshing to read a romance in a YA fantasy that didn't completely take over the plot or make me
cringe at all; it was mature, sexy and not overwhelming at any point. This is how I like my romances in YA:
taking its time to develop organically and beautifully, without detracting from the bigger plot.

I would really recommend this to any lovers of dark fantasy and morally grey characters, and people who,
like me, are lovers of romance but prefer their romances on the slow side and prefer it as more of a B-plot
than the major driving force of the story.



Cindy ✩? Savage Queen ? says

3/7/18
It says March 20th but I saw this at my local bookstore yesterday when I went to by To Kill a Kingdom, so I
guess the store went with the original March 1st release date?
---
This is one of those books where I think I will need to skim/re-read the first book again to remember what
happened. Because I read the first book well over a year ago and so everything is a bit of a blur.

While I liked the original blue cover, I think I like this new gray-white-red themed one more. And
thankfully, it still matches the overall theme they had going to the first book.

Ashley O says

This whole series is glorious - I know book 1 gets some flack and mixed reviews - but I adored it - and this
book is the perfect next book in the series - I totally thought this was a duology so I expected a conclusion
the whole time I read this book - but it set it up so nicely for another book - I can't wait to find out what
happens next. I want one of her "pets", literally I keep imagining how it would be to control something like
that and it's so fascinating. I love Tea she's one of my favourite "strong ladies" that I have ever read.
Although I keep getting Kalen and Kance mixed up in my head - it took me a while to figure out what was
truly going on - I'm unsure why in my brain they got mixed up - I love Kalen - I love her band of people - I
love the past/future whatever flashbacks/forwards and I just freaking love this series !!!!!!!!!!

Melissa ♥ Dog/Wolf Lover ♥ Martin says

Omg! I loved it! I still don't understand some things but who cares! And I will never forget starting the book
while waiting to get my Pet CT scan all radiated up and drinking some stuff an hour before scan. I'm in the
Upside Down!

It was so freaking good!! I want the next one now.

And this cover is even more beautiful then the first book. I wonder what the third book will look like!

Happy Reading Peeps!

Mel ???



Samantha Clysdale says

I don't know if I can wait a whole year for the next book.

Amanda Kratz says

Actual rating 4.5 why won’t it let me add half a star ugh I need this to happen.

This is such a change from the first book. (I’m not complaining, mind you) but it doesn’t even feel like the
same author.

This was really good.

The first book was so incredibly SLOW! Purple prose, detail detail detail, all world building. There were
teases of a story in the first book but nothing really happened. A girl trained to be an asha (magical fighting
geisha) would be the most basic summary.

This book however is all plot and action action action. It’s so refreshing that we don’t have to detail what
everyone is wearing every day. We don’t see the daily activities of Tea going through every lesson, every
day. At the same time this feels a bit jumpy at times and disjointed. (Really disjointed from the first book).
Ex: she is standing talking to one character on one page, the very next she is down in the dungeon with
another character yelling at a prisoner.

Again like this first book, each chapter is broken into 2 sections present tense and the past tense. It seems all
of the day to day activities and responsibilities that were so important in book 1 are completely gone. They
seem to no longer have any obligations and run amok Willy-nilly (against not really complaining but it is an
observation).

The mythology and world building is so interesting and we get to go into the heart forger’s abilities. There
are interesting “political” (not really politics but power struggles) of the kingdoms and the asha.

The romance is perfect ?. Spot on. Love it.

Anyway so good. I recommend this book. Not sure I’d recommend the first in the series, but sadly it is
needed to understand this one. If you can slog through the first one, this is worth it and completely different
from the first.

Cesar says

4 stars

After procrastinating for the last few weeks, I'm glad to say I finished reading The Heart Forger and I loved
it. Much better than the first book.

Tea's story from being this young girl discovering she's a necromancer to this dark anti-hero was so well and



I want more.

Since this is a sequel, I won't go into that much detail about the plot, but I will say my overall thoughts and
feelings.

So, was the Heart Forger better than The Bone Witch? Yes. There was a lot of improvement from the 1st
book from the way the story was told to how the plot developed. The Bone Witch was essentially exposition
whereas The Heart Forger is more focused on plot rather than giving long explanations. Is this a series for
everyone? I can honestly say that if you don't like long explanations, then it may not be a series for you.

Rin delivers in both plot and character. I was so invested in the mysteries, the secrets, the world, and the
characters. I'm very much attached to this world Rin created and it might be one of my favorite fantasy
worlds.

I'm still in love with the world of The Bone Witch because of how unique it is with the magic system, the
politics, and just how the way the continents look on the map. I'm a sucker for maps in fantasy novels. The
world is a melting pot of different kinds of people, primarily Asian inspired with the asha being akin to
geisha and Tea being Asian (Philipino, if I remember correctly). Everything about this world is just so...

Tea is still my favorite character. I love her journey into becoming an anti-hero. She is a morally grey
character much like Kaz from Six of Crows. They both know what they're doing is wrong and could hurt
others, but they have their reasons for it. For Tea, it's more of revenge and setting things right. All the more
reason why I love her. She also has this stubborn side to her that isn't annoying and makes me like her even
more. She has her reasons for doing what she's doing and they are valid ones.

The side characters themselves were also a great addition and had moments to shine. Tea is incomplete
without. They give Tea encouragement and call her out when needed. I love them all. Especially Likh. He's
the pure definition of sweetness. Protect the precious cinnamon roll.

Even the Bard gives a different perspective on the story. He sees what Tea is doing and while he may
disagree with how Tea acts, he still wants to tell her story. And bless this man for following a necromancer
who is literally raising dead bodies and monsters. He deserves a pat on the back.

One thing I forgot to mention in my review of The Bone Witch was how it challenged gender roles. In this
world, if your heartglass is silver, you are trained to fight. If you're a girl, you train to be an asha. If you're a
boy, you're trained to become a soldier. Likh himself challenges this because he doesn't want to be a soldier;
he wants to be an asha. He likes the beauty of the asha and strives to be one. His friends are so supportive of
this and it brought a smile to my face because of how they encourage Likh.

There's even more diversity in the queer department. Two asha are in a relationship and the junior
Heartforger, Khalad, is gay. (Likh has a crush on Khalad and it's so funny and cute to see his interactions
with Khalad,) It's great to see these character be fleshed out and have flaws while being unapologetically
themselves.

The one thing I do have to critique is the subplots. The major plot is Tea and Co. trying to figure out the



cause of a sleeping sickness and the subplot is finding out the events that lead Tea to become an anti-hero. It
sort of reminded me of Star Wars because every Star Wars movie has subplots that connected to the major
plot. While the subplot for The Heart Forger was there, it came off as almost insignificant given how the
majority of the book was solving the mystery behind the sleeping sickness. That and the cast are in a
different kingdom. The subplot is important, don't get me wrong, but I wanted more from it.

 Verdict

Rin continues to surprise me with the world of The Bone Witch. Everything she writes is just golden. From
the world to the plot to the characters, it was just fantastic. I'm really looking forward to see how this series
ends.

Thanks for reading my review!

-Cesar.

**********************************

3/11/18

EVERYONE! I went to Target today and found a copy of The Heart Forger!!!!!!!!
AHHHHHHHH!!!!!!111!!!1!11!!!!!!11!!!!!

**********************************

THAT COVER!!!!

The combination of red and the grey of the water, I still love it! I need the physical copy in my hands now!

Lexxie (un)Conventional Bookworms says

 This review was originally posted on (un)Conventional Bookviews
*I received a free copy of [title] from [publisher] via Netgalley. This has in no way influenced my voluntary
review, which is honest and unbiased *The Heart Forger is an amazing fantasy story, and I have to say I'm
surprised by how much I loved it!

Story:
I was so curious about The Heart Forger, even if I didn't fall in love with The Bone Witch, I was very curious
as to what would happen in this second installment. And I was wowed! Tea has grown so much as a
character, and the pace was much better. There was a lot of action, through flashbacks, and the tale the Bard
told as it was shown to him by Tea. There were many surprises, and the ending left me completely out of
breath! I need more, and I need it now.

In The Heart Forger, Tea lives a solitary life - surrounded by Aza and Daeva, she is a scary sight to see. She



is also immensely powerful. And strong. Her inner strength is one of the things that surprised me the most, as
she seemed more immature in the first book in the series. Also, now that I have read the second book, I
realize that the first book needed to set up the world and the characters correctly, so I have totally forgiven it
for the slower pace now.

In the flashbacks, Tea, Fox, Kalen and others are followed by dark trouble, and it seems that everywhere
they go, more trouble arises. This kept me on my toes for the entire story, even through the present time,
where Tea shared little tidbits with the Bard.

The intricate political system of the kingdoms, the way some rulers wanted more power than they had, and
were willing to do anything to get it made for some great action scenes. And it was so good to see that Tea
more often than not relied on her logic rather than on any kind of fighting skills to get herself and her cohorts
out of trouble. There were still fight scenes, though, and they were good! Both between human characters,
and with various creatures involved, everything happened in ways that seemed plausible to me.
Characters:
Tea is the main character still, and she has definitely grown into her role. Both as a strong bone witch, and as
someone who can fight to keep people safe in the face of those who only thirst for power.

The Bard narrates part of the story, as it is told to him by Tea. And this brought a nice external view to her
story.

Fox shows up in Tea's flashbacks, and his relationship to her, and to Inessa made so much more sense with
more background knowledge.
Writing style :
The flashbacks are in past tense, mostly in first person from Tea's perspective. The dialogues made it easy to
get to know the other characters as well, and I felt close to the action. The present time is also written in past
tense, but in third person perspective, even if it is in the Bard's point of view. Also, the present time narration
is in italics, and this made it very easy to know when in the story I was at.
Feels :
Excitement! Exhilaration! Need! Hope and fear were present, too, but not as much as the first three.

She wore the corpses for show. They trailed behind her, grotesque fabrics of writhing flesh and bone,
spreading across the plain for miles around us.

It was not the first time I had deceived myself in this manner. Neither was this the first time I had raised King
Vanor from the grave. But if I repeated that mantra enough times, I thought I could finally believe my words.

Cindy says

5 stars

- I loved it I loved it I loved it. It wasn't slow at all. The tone is slow and languid, but this time the actual plot
doesn't drag. There was action and death and lots and lots of magic and court politics (which I lovee)
- The writing again is so beautiful. It's lush and descriptive and beautiful. The characters are so complex and
layered. Plus there are so many important messages that you can draw from the book! 



- I love Tea! She's the perfect protagonist. She's extremely flawed too. She keeps on making stupid and
irrational decisions but she does what she thinks is best for her loved ones. She does what she thinks is right
+ I love seeing her grow. I love seeing her deal with her power and fight against the dark magic. Plus, she's
almost kind of an anti-hero? It's done so well and i can't wait to read the third book to see what happens,
because the excerpts before each chapter suggest that and I adore anti-heroes.
- I love the sibling relationship and how deeply Fox and Tea care for each other. Fox is a really admirable
character who lives everyday like it's his last (haa get it? You will if you've read the book)
- There's a lot of representation in this series too. POC, LGBTQ. Themes of feminism and defying gender
roles
- Romance was done so so well! I am here for this and I ship it. I can't say much, but it's a love to hate slow-
burn and all of my favourite things in one? Yes please.

A longer and more thorough review can be found on my blog here

Instagram||Twitter


