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Meet Jordy. He's on hisown in New Y ork City. Nobody to depend on; nobody depending on him. And it's
been working fine.

Until this girl comes along. She's 18 and blond and pretty—her world should be perfect. But she's seen things
no one should ever seein their whole life-the kind of things that break a person. She doesn’t seem broken,
though. She seems. . . innocent. Like she doesn’t know awhole lot. Only sometimes she does.

The one thing she knows for sure isthat the world isan ugly place. Now her life may depend on Jordy
proving her wrong. So they hit the road to discover the truth—and there’ s no going back from what they find
out.

This deeply felt, redemptive novel reveals both the dark corners and hidden joys of life's journey—and the
remarkable resilience of the human soul.

From the Hardcover edition.
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From Reader Review Becoming Chloe for online ebook

Sydney says

**3.5 STARS**

I'm conflicted about this one. This was a pretty cute book; it was nothing that special though. Personally, i
think it took way too long to pick up, but when it did it was okay. Most of the time | was just waiting for
something significant to happen, but at some timesiit really was such a beautiful story. Overal, the book felt
alittle childlike to me, but at certain points when the deeper side of things were explored, | really enjoyed
those moments.

Gerry says

I'm rereading Becoming Chloe right after the first reading.
There is so much in this book!
| don't really know what to write about it for fear of giving things away.

John Egbert says

Edit: Changing the shelves -- Chloeisn't amanic pixie. She'sjust childish.

Edit Edit: | wrote areally fangirlish review and saved it on my comp. I'll post it although keep in mind |
wrote it after finishing the book and it will be very, very fangirlish. And since | read this book like ayear ago
| am aso very naive and childish in it. Please no comments on some of the stuff | will say, such as my
bashing of N& E's No Kiss List. | decided to post the review uncensored -- a glimpse into what | used to
think like.

And the best book of the year award goes to -- Becoming Chloe.

I'm sorry, Charles Dickens. | should have given it to you for A Tale Of Two Cities. That really was a good
book. But | just couldn't bring myself to do it. After reading this book | till am amazed. | loved it. I'm
serious. Jordy's POV is beautiful.

| used to not want to read this book, but it makes me want to slap myself in the face. | waslied to. | was
thinking this book was focused on gay prositution. Pulheeze. There is hardly any content like that.

No description, just a hint to let us know what just went on. That'swhat | like about Jordy. He's practical, but
informitive. Good job, Catherine Ryan Hyde. You, you area’Y A author that should be on all best selling
lists.

| read this book until twelve at night, and every time | thought about going to bed and finishing it in the



morning | slapped myself. | read this book all the way to the end and | was satisfyed completly. | loved this
book.

| want to only giveit four stars, but then I'd be adirty liar. Thisis afive star novel, and thisiswhy | love to
read. Chloe -- | thought she'd be annoying. Y ou probably think she'll be annoying. Y ou're wrong. Her
naivitey is played off the best | could ever think. She reminds me of Luna Lovegood in the real word, only
more gritty with a horrible past and no loving Xenophellius as her father. She is so innocent, and broken.
Like a dead butterfly, completly intact.

I know it sounds lame, but it's true. Now, I'm not one to praise books. | mean, | was pretty much hating on all
Y A up until this point, with the Hush Hush and the Fallen and the Twilight -- but this book makes me want

to read more.

I will warn you, Jordy iskind of adut at first. NO, not like that. Only with this one creepy old guy, but he
realizes that thisiswrong and breaksit up and leaves with Chloe. It's not much of a spoiler.

And then there's that creep who offersto give him areal awesome coat (like a black leather trenchcoat
awesome) but in exchange for some you-know-what. Jordy considers, and is about to do it but then realizes

how sick that would be and he runs away,

All of the charactersin this book learn from there mistake. Everyone learns something. Even the reader
|earns something more beautiful than can ever be explained in words. I'm sorry, but it's true.

Reading about Jordy and Chloe struggle isn't like Angela's Ashes, another supposedly sad book | skimmed
once -- there's just enough pity so that your heart is poured out and mush but so you aren't annoyed. The
charactersare dive. You are dlive.

Catherine Ryan Hyde, | think | might love you. And | might just name all of my children after you.

| am not just saying this. Thisisthe reason why | still read books. Thisis exactly the reason.

I might not have portrayed the characters as beautifully as | wanted it to seem, or maybe | just didn't get the
message through. Or perhaps you're still skeptical and won't read the book anyway. Whatever the case is, |

don't give adamn.

| read this book cover to cover, and no matter what anyone says or thinks it will be imprinted in my mind
forever. | will never forget the story of Chloe and Jordy.

Never.

Side note : For those of you wondering if this book is appropriate for kids (or your own innocent eyes)
considering the subject matter --

Cursing : 6/10

The cursing is pretty bad, but no one throws aroud the f-word ten times a page. In fact, | don't think there
really is any use of the f-word in this. But that isn't to say there aren't uses of other cuss words.



Sexual Content - 2/10

I'm serious. There are literally no horrible scenesin this book. It's not just because Jordy is gay and he's
traveling with Chloe, a girl, but despite what you're probably thinking there are no vivid descriptions of
Jordy getting it on with that creepy old dude. The creepy old dude only appearsin like, 5 pages. Serioudly.

And Chloe doesn't turn Jordy from being gay and then they get together, and Jordy doesn't fool around with
Chloe or anything like that. Mostly Jordy just kind of suggests or hints what might have happened after
cutting the scene, which isreally nice when you really don't want to read anything like that.

Violence - 9/10

Y eah, it's pretty heavy in this book. Jordy gets beat up only two or three times, but it's still pretty heavy. Plus,
he might-have-killed a guy, but he didn't even know himself. It was really unclear. Oh, and Chloe nearly
bites his arm off too. That's pretty descriptive.

Creepy Gaynesss - 1/10

| put this category here for those of you who are either homophaobes or alittle wary about reading yaoi(aka
guy on guy romance). It's okay (being wary about yaoi, | mean...you are a self admitting homophobe maybe
you should seek help), because at first | was too. After being scarred by Rachel Cohn and David Leviathan's
horrible garbage (Naomi And Ely's No Kiss List was the worst book ever written) | swore to never read any
fiction that involved gay peoplein it again, especially when it featured agirl best friend.

Thank God | cast this aside and actually tried reading something new. Thank God. Y eah, there are no
squicky squicky sexytiems about, em, things mentioned in Naomi and Ely's Kiss List that | really, really,
really don't want to talk about here. Y ou wouldn't even know he was gay if it wasn't for the light prostitution
and the occasional reference of a guy who he thinksisreally hot. He comes across one gay boy on histravels
who wantsto get it on, but Jordy (although his mind says yes) says no. In avery mature way. | didn't feel
awkward reading this book at all. Even though Jordy is a seventeen year old gay dude | didn't find it hard to
empathize with him and feel for him. That's what makes a book.

Boring - 0/10

| added this category for people like me who have really short attention spans and don't have time for stupid
boring books. Well, this book isn't stupid or boring. Serioudly. I'd recommend this book to every one | know.

AT LEAST START READING THISBOOK, OR ELSE YOU WILL SERIOUSLY MISSOUT ON
SOMETHING THAT COULD AND WILL CHANGE YOUR LIFE.

I sound so much like someone paid to say nice things about areally horrible book, but | swear it isn't true. If
| could I'd give this book less stars, because | don't know if | really want to give it this many, but this book

deserves nothing less of five stars.

Nothing less, and | wish | could give it more.

Um, yeah, | might come up with a better and more mature sounding review later but as of now | am just



realy lazy.

Seevya.

H says

Thisisnot what | usually read but | thought 1'd try something new and different and I'm glad | did.

This book made awhole lot of difference to me. It's one of those books that make you see the world
differently like you've never seen it before. Even if dightly. There are so many beautiful thingsin our world,
not just from the exterior but from the interior that we take for granted or not really 'look’ at them carefully.

Jordy and Chloe are very unique yet relatable characters. | loved how special their relationship is. Like best
friends but even more than that.

They had met so many nice and lovely people on the way. It's so easy to warm up to everybody with Jordy's
narration. They were some strange parts since he sees guys as you know and it feelsweird at first but it grew
on me by the end of the book.

Anyhow, | would've actually loved atotally different ending--perfect, but that doesn't happen in real life,
doesit? Hyde made it very readlistic and true when she chose the path the story took though | would've loved
something developed between Jordy and Chloe.

Lisa Bryant says

3.5 Thisisahard book to review. Sweet and beautiful in some ways. Dark and disturbing in others. Overall |
redly liked it.

Madilyn says

I love love love this book. | read it in the midst of my teen angst and it opened up a whole new world of
happiness for me. Catherine Ryan Hyde is an amazing writer to check out if you like the stories of troubled
youth who learn and teach and grow through others.

Steph Su says

17-year-old Jordy--a runaway after coming out to his homophobic parents--didn't know it was going to
change his life when he saves a beautiful blond girl from rape. Suddenly he's stuck taking care of Chloe--
which isnot her real name but is preferred over her real one--who is strangely childlike although incredibly
smart and determined at times. Jordy's got problems of his own, too, but he can't help feeling that he must
protect Chloe, that something terrible has happened to her and that she is using her childlike disposition to
mask her past.



An unfortunate string of events leadsto Jordy and Chloe heading on aroad trip across America, so that
Chloe can hopefully learn that it's a beautiful world out there, not just full of abuse and neglect. They see
beauty, but they also encounter some terrible things as well...but in the end, isn't that what it's all about? The
world is both good and bad, and it's only by becoming part of it that you can truly live life.

Catherine Ryan Hyde is an amazingly talented writer. From the start, | was pulled into Jordy and Chloe's
predicament, and despite the perpetual air of mystery that hung around the duo, | was able to get to know
them very well. Chloe reminds me alot of Stargirl, only with a dark past that we never get to know. Leaving
Chloge's past a mystery may be frustrating, but it strengthens the message of this here-and-now book, which is
to live life in the moment and not allow your past to dictate your future. For anyone looking for an uplifting
road-trip story that will linger with you for awhile, BECOMING CHLOE is THE number one choice.

L auren says

Becoming Chloe is one of those books that gives you hope in the world we livein, that eveniif it fellslike the
world is crashing down around us sometimes and we're nothing short of loosing it all, thereis still beauty in
it. Beauty that is endless. Beauty that gives you hope no matter what the situation.

From thefirst page, the reader is thrown into the world of Jordy, a boy who's just about lost it all. He's
homeless and has no money to speak, as well asahig cut in his head that he doesn't want to talk about. But
that doesn't stop him from reaching out to Chloe, a girl who is so worse of then him, it makes him look
privileged. But inside the beautiful, bubbly, and sometimes simple Chloe hides secrets so dark, it's slowly
making her loose it al. So Jordan starts operation beautiful world with a mission to show Chloe that the
world is beautiful even with the chaos, wars, and murders surrounding them. And off they go on atrip across
the country were they'll meet the nice and mean and see the beautiful and ugly. But will Chloe be able to pull
it al together by the end? Will Jordan? Y ou'll just have to see.

Jordy and Chloe were both main characters | loved from the beginning. Jordy was always the put together
one, the adult in the relationship, but yet he had just as much freight and horror in hislove Chloe had,
leaving me to never cease to root for him no matter what the situation. Chloe, on the other hand, was in most
cases the child, so emotionally detached from the world it made you wonder if there was something mentally
wrong with her, but at other times she's wise beyond her short eighteen years of life. She also was a character
| rooted for from the first and last page and everything in between.

The plot of this moved smoothly and never once made me loose interest. Though, the one thing | loved most
about it wasits ability to give hope to the reader no matter what the situation and make you grateful for the
live you have because there's always someone out there worse of than you and beauty still out there to be
amazed by. It was just such a great and empowering message!

In al, Becoming Chloeis my first book by Catherine Ryan Hyde but it definitely will not be my last. My last
words consist of this; Read this book! It's touching, empowering, gritty, and hopeful! A book | feel most
should read at least oncein their lifetimes.

Grade: A-




Sonya says

This book was nice.

Not my favorite.

But it was a good book.

Finding the beauty in the world; thats something i'd love to accomplish.
But | don't need to travel 1000 miles.

Beauty isall around me (:

Rick says

Stick with thisone. It may seem to take awhole to get its groove, but by the end its message of love and
redemption are quite profound and touching.

Michelle says

This book was beautiful. The ideais that these two homeless kids who've been beat up by life (literally) get
together and end up going on aroad trip to try to decide if there is enough beauty in life to want to keep
living. | was impressed by the author's portrayal of the beauty of nature, the kindness of strangers, and also
the carelessness of people and the deliberate cruelty of people to one another: she putsthem all in, and
doesn't try to make it all good or all bad. | loved the characters and their inherent goodness, and the ending
was satisfying and well-written. The letters at the end of the books contain some great quotes about the
nature of life.

Akanksha Singh says

A very sensitive, poignant read....it was a great break from senseless Y A romances with agirl who love
TWO guys.-P

It's a story about a guy called Jordan who has left home and isliving on the streets. He doesn't have acarein
life until one day he rescues a girl from being harrassed. The girl, Wanda who doesn't like her name and on
Jordy's suggestion changes it to Chloe, seems very innocent, she doesn't know what's happening to her and
yet sometimes she surprises Jordy with displays of extraordinary brilliance. She has withessed horrors and
she has seen al her nightmares come true. And in order to block out all that agony she chose to forget.....an
amazing story where Jordy sets out to free Chloe from the anguish and trauma and show her that everyone's
not bad.....ajourney of redemption and an attempt to defeat their pasts.....A must must read!!!

Oh i forgot to mention the best part, the guy's gay so its NOT alove story!!

Karla Mae (Reads and Thoughts) says

Becoming Chloe is one of the books that have been sitting on my shelf for way too long now. Despite my



heavy TBR | find myself that time scouring for back titles and was able to pick this one up.

Becoming Chloe surprised me. Just when | was expecting atypical road trip story, | was given a powerful
story about two homeless teens with dark pasts.

“Nothing wrong with the Grand Canyon, nothing wrong with wanting to see the ocean.
Nothing wrong with big beautiful things. But sometimes beauty can be some pretty close
work.”

Jordy and Chloe'slifeisfull of darkness, chaos and war. Y ou couldn’t really blame them when al they can
seeinthislife are the negative ones — the ugly ones. From New Y ork to California, they go on amissionto
see the beauty of the world around them. They were able to meet good and generous people, see beautiful
places and gets more appreciative day by day on the life that they are living.

Jordy oh how | love rooting for Jordy. Despite being on the same poor circumstance as Chloe, he was able
lead the two of them on ajourney that isliterally very hard for two homeless people to do. He remains
strong, responsible, and supportive and never fails to uplift Chloe whenever she has her “ blue moments” .

Chloeis sweet, bubbly and full of energy on the outside but inside she’'s full of secrets from her past. She's
not your typical eighteen year old teen — sometimes she struggles with her emotions that makes me think
she's acting like child but sometimes, her words and thoughts makes her seem wiser than her age.

“Even if thiswasthe only thing | ever did in my whole life, it would be worth having alife
just to do this.”

The story was pretty short and actually started a bit slow for me, but as | finished the first page, it has
gripped me. Jordy and Chloe are teens thrown together by bad circumstances yet they are able to look on the
bright side and beauty of life and just go on.



Inal, this story is very empowering and thought provoking. It makes me think that when | feel like I'm
experiencing the worst there might be someone out there who are experiencing so much worst than | do, so
learn to be strong, find solutions, don't give up and appreciate all the beauty in life.

*For morereviews, please fedl freeto visit Readsand Thoughts*

Danielle Frost says

This story was just so sweet and lovely, it does make you realise there are more beautiful thingsin the world
even when you think everything in the world is falling around you.

| liked this book more because it wasn't alove story it was an unlikely friendship and it was beautiful. They
grew abond you couldn't break and he stuck by her no matter what and helped her more than anyone else
would.

A lovely short read, | would recommend it to anyone

Rebecca M cNutt says

I honestly thought that this book would turn out to be just a bad romance novel between a ditz and some guy
she meets. | stand corrected; Becoming Chloe is amazing! It's abook that proves that everyone in the world
has a story to tell, and that to be happy isn't just popping antidepressants or going to therapy, it's about doing
what you love and following your dreams with the people you care about the most. Thisis abook everyone
needs to read at least once, it's excellent!




