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From Reader Review Artificial Sweethearts for online ebook

~ Althea ~ (themoonwholistens) says

// Received an advance readers copy in exchange for a fair review //

I am always interested in fake bf/gf tropes XD

---

Sam and Tinka were too lovable and adorable for a trope that is always being used in YA books
nowadays

The writing style made me fall in love with these two MCs even though the plot was cliche in all the ways
possible. Their chemistry was just so undeniable. It was a very enjoyable Ya romance read and I really felt
everything that each of the characters were going through.

If you asked me what went wrong, it's probably that I was just looking for more originality when it came to
the plot. That's it. Everything else was just so sweet, cute, amusing, entertaining, and enjoyable. I couldn't
really ask for more when it came to the writing style. The author did a wonderful job.

Highly recommend this to anyone who just wants an easy, cliche kind of read.

Stacee says

I am a huge fan of the fake bf/gf plot line, so I was pretty excited for this one.

Tinka is an okay MC. Her weird situation with her parents has sort of forced her into being selfish and
making rash decisions when things are up to her. Sam is straight up adorable and he's the main reason I kept
reading. Both of them do a lot of things they don't want to because their families are oblivious.

Plot wise, it was a lot of push and pull, some lying, and some sweet moments. I wish it could have been a bit
less drama filled, but with the amount of backstory it was probably impossible.

Overall, I was intrigued to see how it was all going to end and Sam and his dimple kept me charmed.

**Huge thanks to Entangled Publishing for providing the arc free of charge**

Siobhan Davis says

Actual 3.5 Stars.

A cute, fun, well-written coming of age romance. Standalone with HEA.



Tinka has come home from boarding school for the summer with her bestie Jane in tow only to discover that
her parents have moved home without telling her. This is nothing new to Tinka who feels like she is always
second best and living in the shadow of her sibling Jake.

Sam is the second youngest in a family of four and he's grown up in North Pole, Minnesota his entire life.
Tragedy struck his family five years ago and he's had to grow up a lot. Saddled with organizing his brother's
impending nuptials, he's quite a happy-go-lucky character even if he struggles with self-doubt.

Sam is intrigued by the mysterious Tinka when he sees her on the balcony of her home one night and he
creates a scenario where she's his girlfriend. When he meets Tinka, and he discovers she's trying to avoid the
guy her parents are trying to set her up with, they agree to fake date.

The story unfolds from that point and we learn more about Tinka and Sam and gradually witness them
falling for one another.

Sam was a very different male lead but refreshingly so. He was a real sweetheart. Tinka has done something
despicable (the last night of boarding school) and she's harboring a lot of guilt. I felt she needed to man up
and confess and was disappointed that she didn't to that however she was genuinely remorseful and it wasn't
malicious so I could forgive her.

Secondary characterization was solid, the world building was great, the pacing was consistent, and I enjoyed
the writing style.

This was a cute romance if totally predictable and lacking some tension to keep me on my toes. I still
enjoyed it and if you are in the market for a quick, sweet, lighthearted read then you should definitely pick
this one up. I prefer my romances a little edgier and a little more angsty so it lacked the wow factor for me
but it's still a decent book.

Thanks to Entangled Teen for providing an ARC which I have voluntarily reviewed.

Angelica says

For a long while now I have been in the mood for a cute YA contemporary romance. I wanted something to
completely sweep me off my feet and make me swoon over the characters and their overly dramatic love.

Basically, I needed a rom-com in book form. And yet, no matter how many contemporaries I seem to be
reading, none have delivered what I’ve wanted.

Thankfully, this one at least came close. We’re not quite there yet, but almost.

One of my favorite little cliched tropes of YA contemporary romances is the whole fauxmance turned
romance idea. For some reason, I love seeing people pretending to be in love eventually fall in love for real.
Don’t know what it says about me, but I’m a sucker for it. So, obviously, I was super excited to read this one.

Tinka and Sam each have a problem. Tinka’s parents are trying to set her up with a guy she doesn’t like. Sam
needs a date to a wedding. How are they going to solve this? Not like rational human beings in the real



world. Of course not. Not when this is a rom-com in book form. Instead, they are going to pretend to be
dating each other. But, as you can all guess, after a while real spark start to fly between the two pretend
lovebirds, and real feelings start to bloom within their fake relationship.

And you know what? I loved it.

I loved seeing their Sam and Tinka’s fake relationship blossom and grow. I really enjoyed the relationship
between them and the build up towards the end.

So, why only the three stars?

Well, it was extremely predictable. I mean, I knew that this was going to be predictable when I went into it.
It’s not like anyone goes to watch a rom-com looking for a flare of originality. Still, I would have preferred
something new, something different. Or, at least something to catch me off guards and surprise me just a bit.
I like in my cliched stories to bring something new to the table.

Also, I am not too sure about how I feel about many of the supporting characters. Tinka’s parent annoyed
me. Better yet, they angered me. Karen should have been removed from the story because I could barely
stand her either. Some of the characters seemed to have been added for the sake of drama and not to really
add to the main story and I didn’t like that either.

Still, in the end, I must admit that I was actually fairly entertained while reading this. It was delivered exactly
what it promised, a quick read with a rom-com feel. It was cute, it was entertaining, and if you are looking
for something light then I would totally recommend.

*I received an advance copy of this book from the publisher via NetGalley in exchange for an honest review.
All opinions are my own.**

Thamy says

This was a nice following to Any Boy But You but not as good. By the way, you can read this one as a
standalone; it barely used elements from the first story.

Tinka returned home from boarding school to find out she has been uprooted to this small town called North
Pole,where it seems to always be Christmas. Also, not content in pushing her toward golfing, unknowingly
to her dream of becoming a baker, her parents now expect her to date Dylan. Aside from him seeming to be a
jerk, Tinka really needs time off from boys. When she finds out Sam the boy next door has already lied to
someone they are together, why not use the fauxmance in her favor?

I found the first in this series to be much more entertaining while when it came to the fake boyfriend trope,
this one brought no surprises and few scenes that made my heart skip beats. But let's point out the good parts.

First, we see how North Pole is in the summer this time, and it's as crazy as we'd seen during the winter in
the first book. I loved it! Unfortunately, Elena and Oliver barely show up here but that's good for anyone
who hasn't read #1, just go and read it already. Still, I think you'll find any spoilers you wouldn't already
have guessed from reading the summary.



In addition to that lovely small town, I like how the author built characters here. I remember her doing a
good work with her side characters in the first but I didn't remember it being that good. I loved Karen, Jane,
Sam's family... Even Tinka's crazy parents!

No only the side characters get good stories, she went quite deep especially when building Tinka. I think
Sam was a more straightforward type of character, so I don't mean to complain he was shallow but Tinka felt
so real in the way she reacted to things. On the other hand, that could be one of the reasons I didn't fall in
love with the story, it's hard to like someone that is so aloof? Distant? That sort of character always a risk
you take when you're writing romance, I guess. But it doesn't negate her skills in making Tinka seem real.

I'd start this series from the first, but Artificial Sweethearts isn't all bad, and it still shows the writer's
potential. Perhaps, this plot is even deeper than the former installment. I wonder which character will come
next...

Review based on an ARC provided by Netgalley. I want to also thank the publisher for giving me this
opportunity.

Paula Phillips says

Tinka Foster headed off to boarding school and decided that she would re-invent herself and so she became
Tinka Foster - Party girl. However, during the last day of the school year at a party, Tinka ended up hooking
up with her best friend Jane's ex-boyfriend Colin. Regretting it, Tinka tries to get Colin to keep quiet
especially since Jane is coming home to spend Summer break with Tinka and her family. When Tinka's
parents pick her up at the airport, though they are not the same people she said goodbye to and then to her
surprise her family has moved to a small town called the North Pole in Minnesota. Here Tinka meets Sam
and as they are both trying to get away from matchmakers the two end up in a fake relationship. Since it's
summer, this should be easy since they are both off back to school after the break. However as the book goes
on and as us readers know, a fake relationship can never stay fake as sooner or later along the way they will
start to feel "real" feelings. What will happen though when Sam and the rest of Tinka's old and new friends
find out about Colin and her's kiss? Will they be able to forgive her and move on or will they see this as
Tinka's true colors? Find out in Book #2 of the North Pole, Minnesota series by Julie Hammerle. The other
good thing about this series is that they can be read as stand-alone stories.

Deniz says

Cute cute cute !!!

Artificial Sweethearts is the second in the North Pole, Minnesota series. And while Any Boy But You was
the perfect winter holiday read, Artificial Sweethearts is the perfect summer vacation cute & fluffy. And
that's where their similarities end. Well, that's not quite accurate: they both set in North Pole, Minnesota.
They both cute & fluffies. And they have some of the same characters. But they both can be read
independently and work as stand-alones.



I actually love this. While the story is written from two different characters, people we didn't actually get to
know in the first book, there is a similar feel, the town's quirky-ness is the same. Some of the characters
reappear as well, and they feel the same, even though they seen through different eyes and we see a different
side to them because of it.

While the support felt a bit flat in the first book, I liked the character building this time around just fine. I
love the support cast and adored the MCs. Well, I adore Sam. Sam is your nice guy. He isn't your usual usual
male MC. No bad boy, he is not a player or a jock.. nope he is the nice guy next door. And I totally fell for
him. His insecurities, his loyalty, his sweetness and his caring nature. Total winner. Also kind of refreshing
to not reading about a reformed bad boy.
Tinka was a bit, well, selfish and self-absorbed in the beginning. But she does change over the course of the
book and I grew to care for her. I love how the girls have real girl quarrels but I love the way they deal with
it even more. While this is a swoony lighthearted kind of book, Hammerle add a rather heavy topic to the
story. Yet it doesn't make it less lighthearted, it does however give it more depth.

The storyline is the faking it until you make it kind. And absolutely perfect cute & fluffiness.
Which brings me back to what I said right at the beginning: This is a summer vacation must read.

Erica Chilson says

I received a copy of this title to read and review for Wicked Reads

4.5 Stars

Young Adult age-range: 12+. Kissing.

Artificial Sweethearts is the second installment in the North Pole, Minnesota series and can easily be read as
a standalone. Some mentions of the past book, and cameos by past narrators, but it doesn't affect the overall
plot or lead to any confusion.

To be honest, I struggled to fall into the story during the first chapter. Tinka's narration, while being picked
up at the airport, there were plot holes being purposefully left open for later, to add a mystery/suspense vibe,
but it was the execution that made the narration jarring. I liked Tinka's character, but the style in which it was
written was difficult to navigate. Bumpy and all over the place.

As soon as Sam was voiced, I was hooked immediately. Sam was a chubby boy. He's the helper/giver, non-
complainer. The one who is easily taken for granted. He's helping his big brother plan a wedding (do
everything), with his younger sister running off to camp, and his baby sister is too young to help at all. So
everything falls on his shoulders, and he doesn't say a word about it. Now slim, after doing yard work and
probably shedding the baby fat, Sam is still stuck in that mindset of being the chubby, invisible, always
happy boy. & siblings will always see you how you used to be, not how you are now.

Tinka is also a giver, but she lacks self-reflection. It's hinted at that she's a bad girl (no shaming, her actions
were a cry for help, not because she was enjoying herself and feeling empowered by it). But, being inside
Tinka's head, the reader knows the core of her, even if that's not the perception others have of her. She's hurt
her friends in the recent past, but her parents are hurting her.



Tinka and Sam connect- it's not instantaneous, but it's obvious. I'm a sucker for the intimacy of a hug, so
when Tinka sees Sam and thinks he'd give great hugs, I was won over right then. That's actually something I
think when sizing up a guy *winks*

Their personalities are complementary, neither one having a voice in their family, just going with the flow.
Together, they try to find their voice.

Yes, there is a tiny bit of angst, but not truly between Sam and Tinka- it's with Tinka's friends and family,
and Sam with his family and friends. Sam is a solid guy, and he takes Tinka at face-value, because she opens
up to him and is 'real', and he's the same way back. No tension, they're relaxed together, like finding home
and finally being able to breathe. So there isn't miscommunication central between them, even with the 'fake-
dating' to keep their family off their backs.

For two-hundred pages, the journey is Sam and Tinka finding a voice- no longer avoiding conflict because
it's easier on everyone else while costing themselves dearly. They learn to stand up for themselves, ask for
what they want, and make no apologies for it. We only get one life, and we're the ones who have to live it. I
felt this a great message, one people need to learn- the younger the better.

I thoroughly enjoyed Sam and Tinka's journey, and look forward to both more in this series and by this
author in the future. Definitely recommend to fans of the young adult genre.

Samantha (WLABB) says

I really enjoyed this fauxmance-romance! It was a wholly enjoyable big bowl of awww-cute.

I loved this fauxmance-romance, and I found it to be quite the quintessential summer read.

The book is set in the summer time. This book begins with Tinka returning from boarding school to find out
that her parents have moved to the country. She is already reeling from the multitude of bad choices she had
made over the course of the past year, and she was really looking forward to being back in her familiar
surroundings. Lucky for her, the new house comes with a sweet and handsome neighbor, Sam, who happens
to be stressed out due to planning his brother's upcoming wedding as he dodges barbs regarding his non-
existent love life. Instead of a summer romance, the two settle on a summer fauxmance to keep the families
content and to avoid any undesirable suitors. 

"Good Guy."

"Very good guy."

Tinka smiled. "You're kind of a Lloyd Dobbler, aren't you Sam?"



The overall tone of the book is light and breezy. This book is filled with a lot of humor and we get to tag
along on some really fun outings. There is sledding at Jingle Falls, nights on the lake, rides on the pontoon
boat, movie nights,  a wedding, and even a Christmas in July festival. These type of outings scream summer
time fun to me, and they provided the perfect backdrop for our hero and heroine to get to know each other
better. I really enjoyed watching these two grow and change as their feelings for each other grew and
changed. Tinka was known as an artful dodger type. When things got tough, she avoided it. All this dodging
has left her with several tangled webs and some really damaged relationships. Through her friendship with
Sam, she learned a lot about herself and what she wanted, and she made those attempts towards positive
change to make it happen. Sam, who was just a sweet darling of a man, had some baggage too. By being
with Tinka, he was able to gain some confidence, but also had her as a sounding board to share his feelings,
as he thought he had to be the rock of the family and keep it all bottled up inside. 

Summer is about spending quality time with family and friends. There is a LOT of page time dedicated to
the many interactions between Sam and his family, and Tinka and her family/friends. I really loved the
dynamic over at Sam's house. The bond between the Andersen siblings was so obvious, and I was pretty
jealous of it. Their home abounded with household and I attribute a lot of it to the great characters Hammerle
created. Tinka's house was a little more complicated. This family was still working through their issues, but
they were trying, and I was cheering them on with every small accomplishment.
Example of an adorable conversation between Sam and his brother's fiancee, Hakeem:

"who I definitely saw looking at you like you were her favorite member of One Direction -"

"Oh, Hakeem, get new references." Sam could't help smiling a tiny bit.

"A girl who looked at you like you were the hottest member of 98 Degrees -" Now Sam
actually did burst out laughing.

"Summer loving had me a blast!": I was shipping these two from their first glimpse across the yard. I was
in love with Sam immediately, and I was worried about Tinka. I wanted her to find a fine young man, such
as Sam, to treat her well and help her through the things she was experiencing. These two really
complimented each other, and they talked, like really talked to each other. It was such a great give and take
friendship, and there were so many sweet, adorable, and swoony moments.

Summer is about enjoying your free time. And for me, what better way to enjoy it then with friends, family,
and lots of baked goods. You see, Tinka loved to bake, and she did so often in the book. I wished at times
that the book was scratch and sniff, because some of her creations sounded amazing.

 I have never had these before, but I want them after reading this book. 

I devoured this book. Sweet romance with light drama, and a really great epilogue! This was really a great
one too, as it tied up so many things quite nicely. Between the humor and great movie references, as well as
the sweet perfection that was Sam, I wore a pretty big grin across my face from beginning to end of this
book.



**I would like to thank the publisher for the advanced copy of this book. Quotes are from an ARC and may
change upon publication.

BLOG|INSTAGRAM|BLOGLOVIN| FRIEND ME ON GOODREADS

Shannon says

3.5*

Cute, sweet, and while at times frustrating, Artificial Sweethearts is an enjoyable read. I thought the storyline
was great- the "fake" boyfriend/girlfriend/fiance trope is one you see more of in the New Adult genre so it
was fun to see a young adult take on it. I really liked Tinka and adored Sam.
They each had their own issues and problems they were dealing with when it came to family and friendships
and I loved seeing how they, and their relationship(s), grew and evolved over the course of the book.
While Sam and Tinka kept me entertained, I struggled with most of the side characters. Tinka's parents,
Sam's brother and sister, and Tinka's best friend, Karen, all annoyed me, and that caused me not to love this
book as much as I would have liked. Jane, Tinka's friend from school who came home for the summer with
her, and Hakeem, Sam's brother's fiance, were the 2 bright spots in the supporting cast. There was just a
distinct lack of communication all around which led to a lot of headache and heartache. When people finally
started opening up and talking to each other, expressing their feelings and frustrations, it made a world of
difference. I think that's a lesson that everyone could take away from this book- communicate! Don't just let
things fester until you're buried under a weight you really don't need to be shouldering.
The setting for this book was unique and really became a character in its self. I was happy with the way
things were resolved, for Tinka and Sam, with Tinka and her friends, and for Sam and his family.
I didn't realize this the second of a series, but after looking back at the first book it just seems they are all set
in the same small town. I didn't have the feeling I was missing out on anything by not having read the first
book, so I do believe these can be read as standalones.

*Arc received courtesy of Entangled via Netgalley.

Nicole says

First things first: I received this book through NetGalley.
This book comes out july 10th.

This book is the second book in the North Pole, Minnesota series. But it's one of those series, were the books
centers around different characters in the same setting/town and you don't have to read all the books or don't
have to read them in order. I haven't read the first book, but I'm sure I will check it out sometime.

Summary: It’s not chemistry between Tinka Foster and Sam Anderson that made them agree to fake date.
With her parents trying to set her up with an annoying pro-track golf student, and intentionally single Sam’s
family pressuring him to bring a date to his brother’s wedding, they could both use a drama-free summer.



So it’s not his muscular arms and quick wit that makes Tinka suggest they tell everyone they’re both taken.
Definitely not. And it’s not butterflies that makes a kiss for appearances during the lake party go on way too
long—so long that Sam wishes it were real.

But Tinka keeps people at arm’s length—she’s always been second best, even to her parents. And her
relationship-for-show could crush everything when she realizes she’s done with fake, pretend, and second-
best.

Disclaimer: This Entangled Teen Crush book contains bikinis at the lake, a lot of making out in dark
theaters, and a meet-cute you’ll read twice.

I have read a lot of fantasy and thriller in the last couple weeks, contemporary wasn't one my radar that
much. So, when I got my usual Entangled Teen email, showing me ARC's I could request, I was all for it.
And this book was just what I needed at the moment.

This was super easy to get into. The writing was fun and just amazing. You want a fun and easy summer
read, HERE IT IS.

The characters are great. We have Tinka and Sam, the two main characters. They both have their issues.
They both have their problems. No, just being together, doesn't solve their problems. They do that
themselves. I also loved the side characters in the story. Sam's family. I loved Jane, Tinka's friend from
school and Karen, Tinka's friend from way back when.

I loved all the relationships. The rocky one between Tinka and her parents. The broken friendship between
Tinka and her childhood best friend Karen. The fun and easy friendship between Tinka and Jane. I loved
Sam with his family. I loved his brother Matt with his fiance and later husband Hakeem. I loved that
element. Also I wanna read a whole book about them. JUST SAYING!!!

Of course I loved Tinka and Sam. I'm a sucker for fake-dating stories. GIVE ME ALL OF THEM. Seriously.
It won't be much of a spoiler, telling you, that the whole fake dating thing will lead to real feelings and
trouble ahead. I expected that. BUT I LOVED IT.

The characters went through such a journey in this story. So wonderful to read. Tinka and her parents
worked things out, she finally got to tell them what she really wanted in her life. I loved the baking element,
made me hungry and crave sweets but it was super cute. Sam got to lean on his siblings for once. And just
everything. I know this review is a lot of me feeling things but this was just SO DAMN CUTE!!!!

Sarah says

(I received an advance copy of this book for free. Thanks to Entangled Publishing, LLC and NetGalley.)

“He shuddered with pleasure as she left a trail of kisses from his mouth to her ear, where
she whispered, “We really are good at this fake kissing thing.””



This was a YA contemporary romance story featuring a fake boyfriend/girlfriend storyline.

Tinka and Sam were okay characters in this, although I struggled to really connect with them, I’m not sure
why.

The storyline in this was about Tinka and Sam pretending to date to get away from other interested parties
and their feelings for one another changing because of the fake relationship. There was a bit of drama, and
Tinka’s parents were quite annoying, but Tinka and Sam were pretty cute together.

The ending to this was happy, with everybody getting what they wanted.

6.5 out of 10

Michelle says

**You can see this full review and more at Book Briefs: https://bookbriefs.net**
Artificial Sweethearts by Julie Hammerle is the second book in the young adult contemporary North Pole,
Minnesota series. I liked the first book in the series, Any Boy But You, but I enjoyed this book even more!
Each of the books in the North Pole Minnesota series can be read as standalones, so you don't have to read
them in order, though if given the choice, I always prefer to read a series in order. Elena, the girl from the
first book, only makes very small appearances in this story, so there isn't much overlap.

Artificial Sweethearts is the story of Sam and Tinka. I flat out loved Sam. He is the biggest sweetheart on the
planet. And Tinka is so fabulously complex that I found her fascinating. Overall, this couple won me over.
Here are the things that I loved about Artificial Sweethearts. Sam and Tinka are up front with each other
right off the bat. That was so refreshing to see. Yes, Tinka had her own secrets that she was keeping from
other people, but with each other they were totally real and honest from day one. Watching their romance go
from fake to real was adorable. I know it has been done a million times, but I am still a sucker for a good
fake romance story. It works for me (almost) every time. And it worked for me in Artificial Sweethearts. I
love Sam and his family and I love how good Sam and Tinka are for each other. They genuinely had each
other's backs so many times throughout the book. I liked Sam way more than I liked Tinka, but even Tinka
won me over. I think she is a good person. I really do. (even with what I am about to say in the next
paragraph.) And I think she got to relax and be the best version of herself with Sam. And Sam is so
awesome- it is about time someone recognized that about him. I hated seeing him be the running joke in his
family. It was also super refreshing to see the male character in the story be the one with body issues and
insecurities. I don't think I have encountered that in a young adult book yet.

I did have a few, minor, issues with Artificial Sweethearts. I loved how multi-dimensional Tinka was. She is
a very complex character. But that being said, she is not always the best person. I do think a few of the
insults that her ex best friend, Karen threw out at her were pretty accurate. Tinka is selfish. She is also not a
very good friend. When she moved away, she basically dropped her best friend. She didn't call or text her
and she flat out ignored all of the phone calls and text messages that Karen was sending her. And she did it
all for basically no good reason. I think that is pretty harsh thing to do. Then there was the whole issue of
hooking up with her current best friend's boyfriend right after he dumped said friend. Tinka does not always
make the best decisions, and she certainly does not handle her mistakes maturely. But I genuinely think she
is a good person, and I loved her interactions with Sam. They felt like two different people to me, which



made it hard for me to figure out my feelings on Tinka while I was reading. Overall, I liked her, even though
she annoyed me at times. The characters I did not like were Tinka's parents. They did not seem interested in
their daughter for anything except renovation help. The only thing they seemed to care about for a majority
of the story was getting drunk with their new friends. I wasn't a fan of them.
Overall, my annoyances were only a small part of the story, and they didn't detract from my overall
enjoyment much. I fell head over heels in love with Sam. I loved that Artificial Sweehearts was told in dual
narrative. I want to see more Sam and Tinka because they really won me over. Artificial Sweethearts was a
cute read. One that I really enjoyed.

This review was originally posted on Book Briefs

D.M. says

There are certain storylines that just do it for you, and I love a blooming fake relationship.

Artificial sweethearts is the second book in the North Pole, Minnesota series, however, can definitely be read
as a standalone.

Sam needs a date for his brother's wedding, or at least that's what his family thinks. He just wants them to get
off his back.

Tinka doesn't want to be set up with Dylan. Her family think he's perfect for her, but she wants to be left
alone. She has other issues to deal with. Sam is a good guy and needs a little relationship help himself. As
you can see a plan is falling into place. It seems so simple. A fake relationship is beneficial for them both. A
friendship is formed, and they are happy to spend time together.

They can both relax around each other, and be themselves. A few kisses, flutters and back seat snuggles
aren't a big deal. Right?

I really enjoyed this little gem. Tinka has good personal growth throughout the book, and Sam isn't her usual
type. She learns to think of others and get rid of her bad habits.

Sam is sweet, nerdy, and totally loveable. This book has an interesting storyline, and I loved the addition of a
July Christmas. I can imagine some people going nuts for that chance to live in North Pole, Minnesota.

5 out of 5. An easy read that's sweet.

*I received an ARC of this book in exchange for a fair review*



Cindy Hale says

Heads up! This review contains spoilers.

This was a quick read for me. I loved Sam and Tinka and their denial of the chemistry they kept feeling
throughout the story. I'm a huge sucker for fake romance books! Artificial Sweethearts didn't disappoint! It
was a nice change to read about a female character who was the pretty girl who knew she could hook up with
any guy she wanted but had already realized it didn't appeal to her anymore. The dynamic with her parents
intrigued me from the start.

The romance was cute, but for me, the meat of this book was Tinka coming to terms with her role in her
family. It was fascinating to see the different ways each member of the Foster family dealt with the death of
her older brother, Jake, who died when he was four and she was one. I really enjoyed watching their growth
as a family and individually as they came to terms with the very private feelings of mourning over the death
of such a young child.

I felt like Tinka's growth could have been expanded a bit more. I would have liked to have a bit more
explanation of why she pushed everyone away. I'm guessing it had to do with her parents and the way they
pushed her away. I feel like the author needed to bridge that gap just a little better. But it was addressed
enough that I was able to fill in the blanks. My guess is that her parents emotionally distancing themselves
from her because of their inability to deal with their grief and that was what influenced her reaction to do the
same to her friends.

It was beautiful to see her finally talk openly with her parents about their feelings over Jake's death, and
consequently her issue with constantly pushing her closest friends, and Sam, away.

Overall, this book was a good read with lots of cute moments and swoonworthy scenes. The chemistry
building between Sam and Tinka felt realistic and they were fully-fleshed out characters with real issues,
hopes, and dreams coming to terms with issues they needed to overcome. I highly recommend it!


