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Kimberly Steele had barely recovered from her wedding reception the day before, and now, she'sjust
discovered the body of her husband’ s former girlfriend, Clare Barnett, someone whom she had argued with
hours ago at a photo shoot for the Pretty and Hip perfume line. It's no wonder she was the prime suspect, at
least in the eyes of Deputy Danworth.

Jeremy Preston wasn't about to allow his new wife, Kimberly, to be railroaded, although he was upset that
Kimberly had pushed Clare into Lake Huron right before Clare' s death, or so Clare said. He hired Agnes
Barton, a senior-aged sleuth, from East Tawas, who had a high success rate of crime solving, never expecting
that his pregnant wife would begin to traipse around with Agnes and her partner, Eleanor Mason, as they dug
into the background of Clare that led all the way to Hollywood.

Agnes and Eleanor were rooming at Mrs. Barry’s house during the case, the same beer-toting senior and
mother of Sheriff Clay Barry who not long ago ran for sheriff in East Tawas, much to the chagrin of Agnes
and Eleanor. But thistime around Mrs. Barry had changed her tune and gave them the use of her car.
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Tara says

| completely disliked Kimberly Steele. | think | would have given this book higher stars if Kimberly had just
stayed home and let the private investigators do their job. She was annoying and took away from how much
fun Agnes and Eleanor were. Also, | found it a bit concerning that Kimberly had no idea how far along in her
pregnancy she was, mainly because she hadn't been to adoctor. | went to every one of my doctor
appointments when | was pregnant and asked every possible question | could think of, just to make sure |
knew what was going on with my unborn child. | don't think I'll be reading any other books that have
Kimberly in them, but | would like to read some of the books that have Agnes and Eleanor in them.

moxieBK says

First, this book started out with a note from author about only “encouraging readers’ to read “ Pretty and
Pregnant” to get a“feel” for Kimberly Steele, not that it was required reading. However, within the first few
pages of this book...l wastotally lost. :( | got this book free/reduced price and | really didn’t want to read a
$0.99 70-page book just to get me up to speed about this Kimberly Steele character, so | was alittle
disappointed to be dropped down so suddenly in what felt like a cat-fight with two characters from a
previous book. If | had known that, | probably would not have downloaded the book in the first place.
Second, thisisthe first book | have ever read of Madison Jones, so that made me nervous to continue
reading, since | understood thisto be a cross-over book. Third, for being a cross-over book, we don’t see
Agnes Barton anywhere until the middle chapter 6, nearly half way through the book. | would have thought
she should have appeared rather quickly. Fourth, Kimberly doesn’t sound like a person with very high self-
esteem. | can’t imagine what kind of man would marry her with her lack of confidence. (Unless maybeit'sa
“1 have atrophy wife” sort of deal. The dude did have an undercurrent of creepiness and seemed a bit to
possessive.) And then to find out that she really doesn’t even know anything about her HUSBAND, because
she courtship marriage was such awhirlwind affair??! The story doesn't get better going forward.

When Agnes and Eleanor are finally introduced in the book, there suddenly becomes alot of uselessfillerin
the book (what does Starbucks coffee and creamer have to do with the case?) And after their introductions:
trollop becomes the go-to-word.

I kept hoping for it to pick up and get better, and kept an open mind, but for aless than 200 page story, it
moved rather slow and was a disappointment, more so, as | heard so many great reviews for Madison Jones.
Maybe this story seriesisjust not that good. Maybe | made awrong decision to download and read this
particular one (although it was stated as first book in the series....but as | mentioned earlier: it sure did not
start off like afirst in series story.)

If you are a stickler for typos. skip this one; there were alot of typos and at times the book felt rushed. | can
overlook typos/grammatical errors and regional spellings, but this just felt plain rushed. It felt like a factory-
written story.




Joan Sherwood says

Thiswas afree Kindle book and | suppose you get what you pay for. It issimple little story about a pregnant
woman, Kimberly, who is hewly wed to a man that isn't the baby's father. Both she and her husband keep
repeating throughout the book how they fell madly in love yet neither seems to know anything about the
other. All we really know about her isthat she is 6 months pregnant and wears heels. Her husband is"a
recovering acoholic" who seemsto aways have adrink in his hand, although this piece of information
doesn't seem to have any purpose.

In short, amurder takes place and two senior citizens are hired to "clear Kimberly'sname." Thereare a
number of charactersin the book but none are developed. We really don't know anything about any of them.
Most of the book is dialogue with very little descriptive information provided.

| admire anyone who can write awell thought out book but | feel this book needed some heavy editing and
proof reading. There were many errorsin the book, such asusing "you're" for "your" or a piece of dialogue
which correctly starts with quotation marks but there are no quotation marks to end the piece.

All inal, arather poorly written book. It might be a good beach read, asit really doesn't require much
thought or attention.

Chris M eads says

Kimberly Steeleis pregnant and is doing a photo shoot with her husband's ex-girlfriend, Clare, who
consequently rubs Kimberly the wrong way--Clare claims that she will get her boyfriend back. The two
women get into a shoving match at the pier and Clare ends up in the water.

Kimberly heads to Clare's house to try to smooth things over and finds her dead. Now Kimberly is the prime
suspect. With the help of Agnes and Eleanor, Kimberly helps to unravel who killed Clare before the three
women find themselves murdered.

Thisisthefirst book that I've read by the author and | have to admit it's not a bad story for a cozy read. | like
the characters, especialy the older women. Who saysthat all detectives have to be men and young?

Joni Lattin says

Couldn't finish this book. It may have been well written but couldn't tell with all the grammar mistakes,
incorrect word usage, and liberal sprinkling of commas. (With commas, lessis more).

| was also irked that the author has a main character that's pregnant but cares so little about the baby. Not to
mention knows so little about pregnancy in general. Maybe avisit to adoc would have helped, but the
character hadn't been to a doc in a couple of months.

Thiswas a personal issue | had: | have owned Daschunds (own one now) and if anybody EV ER tossed her
anywhere, I'd have their hide. A Daschund's back is very long in proportion to its body, so to toss one would
risk severe, possibly crippling, back injury.



The author may need to do some research before writing characters and hire better editors.

Marti says

If you want a book you can read while listening to rock, watching atv show or suchlike, you arein luck. |
earlier read another book by this author and would have deleted this from my nook, but B& N wanted me to
review it. Agnes and Eleanor are two elderly private investigators who travel to prove that Kimberly Steele, a
6 months pregnant newlywed, is not the murderer so awoman who was in love with her new husband.
Another woman gets killed--Sasha was the lover of the first woman, Clare who wanted to marry Jeremy,
Kimberly's husband. Do we even care?

Dana Jones says

Just abad read. | read this as a stand-alone book so I'm not sure if that affected my opinion. The book begins
with Kimberly, who is six months pregnant and the spokesperson for Pretty and Pregnant, getting married to
aman who is not the baby's father. From the beginning, her husband's ex, who is also a spokesperson,
torments her. When she shows up dead, Kimberly is the prime suspect.

The mystery part is eh. The ending comes from nowhere. | didn't like any of the characters and didn't feel as
though any of them were developed. Kimberly spends most of the book saying or thinking "1'm six months
pregnant! | still wear heels." Yes, that is the degpest her thoughts go. Kimberly is married but knows nothing
about her husband-it's unclear why or how he loves her or why they got married.

Skipit.

Mary says

Thisisthe second book in a new series by one of my new favorite Goodreads authors, Madison Johns.
Kimberly SteeleisaMC character in a new mystery series by Madison Johns.

Kimberly is ayoung married mother of a5 month old baby and sheis helping out an older woman who lives
in Redwater, Michigan near Agnes and Eleanor my favorite senior sleuths who live in Tawas, Michigan.

Mrs. Barry has broken her hip (like me) and isin need of help with many things (like me) so she asks
Kimberly to help especially with her checking account until she finds out that her money is completely gone.
Mrs. Barry isthe Sheriff's Mother!

Kimberly calls Agnes and Eleanor to help her clear her name and the fun starts! Y ou have to read the book to
believe the mess they get into in another town with a new sheriff and different cops.

It will have you laughing and wondering why they continue to investigate crimes at their age!

Well written, Madison! | love them all!



Melissa L ee says

The idea of amurder involving rival models sounds like it would be promising. | was also drawn to it
because of the two older women investigators. Madison Johns writes in a note from the author that even
though thisis a crossover from a previous novella, it can be read as a standalone. This pleased me as| hadn’t
read the previous story nor had | ever read anything else by her.

However as | began reading it was clear that | was missing some key information about Kimberly’ s past and
how she came to know her new husband Jeremy. Readers learn that she worked for him, yet there are hints
that he married her to save her modeling contract. Then in another part he claims he married her because he
fell in love with her, meanwhile he had previously proposed to the murder victim Clare. Thisisjust one
example out of many that show how unclear story lineis.

The mystery itself had very little structure and the dialogue was hard to follow. The main character came
across as an airhead and very naive, qualitiesthat | assume were meant to come across as humorous. The
investigators Agnes and Eleanor didn’t seem to possess any qualities worthy of the position whatsoever,
which lead to the crime not really being solved, but admitted to by the murderer.

Inthe end | found myself more frustrated than entertained. | definitely won’t be continuing on with this
series, nor would | recommend it to anyone.

For my full review of Pretty, Hip & Dead visit my blog:
http://mlsmanyreads.blogspot.ca/2015/...

Terri Weitze says

I have been seeing these books on BookBub and have picked up afew (when they are free). | was intrigued
because | am from Michigan and grew up not that far from Tawas, Michigan (where the main characters are
from).

I don't know about the rest of the series, but the one | just read isjust awful. The writing is awkward. The
dialogue is stilted. The characters are so unlikeable (which | assure you is not what Michigan folks are at all -

we're anice and friendly bunch for the most part). The book screams for a good editing.

Just don't bother. | am so disappointed.

Paula Ratcliffe says

This book was a free book on amazon's site in this book we meet Kimberly Steele and her new husband
Jeremy Preston. During the reception of their wedding Jeremy's ex-girlfriend Clare Barnett is harassing
Kimberly about how she will loose her husband. When Clare winds up dead and the finger is pointed at
Kimberly because she found the body it's up to her to prove her innocence by finding the real killer.



There are no shortage of people who had something to gain by killing Clare.Jeremy hires Agnes Barton and
her partner in crime Eleanor Mason to dig around and find out who killed Clare so that hiswife is off the
hook. There are definitely some funny moments in this book and alot of action and adventure! Definitely a
great mystery readers will enjoy!

Shelley says

| read thisin acouple of hours. That was the good part. | couldn't like Kimberly very much. She seemed
indifferent to her pregnancy by doing careless things. Tottering around on heels, telling her new husband she
had not been to the doctor in a couple of months and kind of thought she was about 6 months pregnant, and
completely clueless about her husband. Asfor him, he was ajoke. The story itself was OK and moved along
for the most part in spite of Jeremy having to tell hiswife over and over that hereally did love her. at the end
though, | was just kind of like....meh.

Dawn says

Ontheplusside, it'safast read and the basic story line was pretty good. However, the main characters
(Jeremy and Kimberly) were not very believable and | found myself not caring for them much (she was a bit
whiny and the stereotypical blonde, and he was a horse's rump). The senior investigators were atrip and |
wished they were moreinvolved in the story. They brought some color and excitement to the scene with their
quirky attitudes. Overall, it was ok, but I'm not so sure I'd try another of this author's books.

Eskimo Princess Jenkins says

| enjoyed.
| was so wrong on my guess of who did it.
The story iswell written, and engaging.

MoHurley says

Awk, I'm not willing to invest another hour to read this triteness. Repetitive simple, choppy sentences, bad
grammar, weak verbs, wrong use of words, and it was a boring read to boot. Got tired of waiting for the story
to improve.

Flat, uncompelling characters. | wanted to off Kimberly the neurotic blonde bimbo and her weiner dog. |
mean who TOSSES small dogs into cars? Shoes, maybe. At least shoes don't have fragile spines. Isthat the
best verb the author could think of ? Toss? Poor dog. We won't mention the pregnancy. It does not bode well
for the baby.

I like my heroines to have an |Q above room temperature. especialy if they insist on wearing stilettos. The
writing was so doddering, | gave up, Not cozy, not funny, and not light reading. More like amateur writing.
Author Madison Johns needs to employ agood proofreader, a copy editor and awriting coach if she's



planning on writing more books. | wouldn't recommend this book to anyone--free, or otherwise. Awful. Oh
wait, she had EbookEditing Pro (Editor), and Cindy Tahse (Editor). Suggest that she fire them both.

If this were a paperback, then maybe the parrot would like it to line the bottom of his cage with it.
Read the full Amazon review her (and read the comments too—wildly entertaining).

http://www.amazon.com/review/R3LLOMA4V ...




