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Harry Ackerson has always considered his step-mother Alice to be sexy and beautiful, in an * other worldly”
way. She has aways been kind and attentive, if alittle aloof in the last few years.

Days before his college graduation, Alice calls with shocking news. His father is dead and the police think
it’'ssuicide. Devastated, he returns to his father’s home in Maine. There, he and Alice will help one another
pick up of the pieces of their lives and uncover what happened to his father.

Shortly after he arrives, Harry meets a mysterious young woman named Grace McGowan. Though she
claimsto be new to the area, Harry begins to suspect that Grace may not be a complete stranger to his family.
But sheisn’t the only attractive woman taking an interest in Harry. The sensual Aliceis also growing closer,
coming on to him in an enticing, clearly sexual way.

Mesmerized by these two women, Harry finds himself falling deeper under their spell. Y et the closer he gets
to them, the more isolated he feels, disoriented by a growing fear that both women are hiding
dangerous—even deadly—secrets . . . and that neither one is telling the truth.
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Emily (Bookswith Emily Fox) says

DNF at 60%

I've read alot of uncomfortable books but | guess thisiswhere | draw the line. If you're into step-parents
being in sexual relationships with their step-children, then thisis the book for you.

| still recommend his other books, specifically The Kind Worth Killing but thisis a hard pass.

Update: Since people can't take ajoke. It's not the relationships that are the problem, it's the pace. After 60%
barely anything has happened, I'm bored and not at all intrigued. His other books were simply better. The
relationships seem to be there just for the shock value and I'm tired of that as much as the alcoholic
unreliable wife. | listened to it as an audiobook, so it might have not helped but after raving about his work
I'm extra salty about it!

Shannon says

All the Beautiful Lies by Peter Swanson was an awesome psychological thriller! Thisis my second read by
this author. The Kind Worth Killing was so good | just had to get my hands on this gem. It alternates
between then and now with multiple POVs. All the Beautiful Lies was twisted, weird and fun as hell to read.
| LOVED it!

So what’ s it about? Harry has just graduated college when he receives the unfortunate phone call of hislife.
Hisfather, Bill, has died. Harry returns home to his father’s house to be with his (hot) stepmother, Alice. At
first Bill’ s death just seemsto be an accident but then the detectives start to believe there was more to it. Was
this an accident or did someone murder Bill?

| really enjoyed reading the chapters of “then”, through Alice’ s perspective. The girl doesn’t give adamn! |
thought the twists were excellent. | didn’t see them coming!

| definitely recommend All the Beautiful Lies. 5 Stars! Thank you to William Morrow for a copy via
Edelweiss.

Tammy says

Having read al of Swanson’s books, All the Beautiful Liesisamost smack dab in the middle of his oeuvre.
It isn’'t as compelling as hisfirst two but much better than hislast. Then again, | still may be suffering from
“grip lit” or thriller burnout and others may find this to be among Swanson’s best. As you can seethisis
another of “lie” books rather than the formerly popular “girl” books.

There is nothing wrong with this novel. It moves along at a nice pace beginning with a college student
learning that his father has died. He goes home for the funeral and learns that his father’ s death may not be



accidental. The book moves between “Then” and “Now” as the action in the present day unfolds and events
in the past are revealed. It reads quickly, has atidy ending and it works within the subgenre hence the four
stars.

Meredith says

“Theworld is chaos, and then a detective comes along and restores order. Or he doesn’t, and that'sreally
my favorite kind of mystery story.”

Fast-paced mystery about a young college grad who is drawn into the deceitful web of his beautiful
stepmother.

All the Beautiful Liesis primarily about Alice, abeautiful realtor whose husband recently died. But even
though beautiful, cold Alice appears to be grieving for her late husband, her stepson Harry thinks there's
something not quite right about her.

The narrative switches back and forth between “Then” and “Now”. In “Then,” the reader |learns more about
Alice s past and the events that shaped her. In “Now,” the reader is mostly in Harry’s mind as he struggles to
put the pieces behind his father’ s death together.

Thisbook isfilled with delusional characters, webs of lies, and, unfortunately, pedophilia. There' salso
a deep level of uncomfortableness surrounding almost all of theromantic relationships. Thereare
sometwists, but they arefairly predictable.

My main gripe with All the Beautiful Liesisthat it felt incomplete. The idea of Alice's character intrigued
me, but she, and many other characters, lacked the substance needed to take this mystery to the next level.
Despite my issues with this book, | was deeply entertained by it and enjoyed how classic crime novels played
arolein helping Harry figure out the mystery of his father's death.

Dorie says

In over four years of writing reviews I’ ve never given abook 1*. Usualy | will know when a book is not
right for me and send a note to the publisher and don’t continue on with the book, therefore | don’'t write a
review.

However in the case of “All the Beautiful Lies’ | continued to read the book to 75% to see if there was any
way that | might be missing something since there were quite afew high ratings for this book. Hereiswhat |
concluded.

| found nothing redeeming about this book. The writing is mediocre, the flow is choppy and the characters
are shallow and not well defined. There wasn't a character in this book that | cared about, even young Harry,
while trying to decide whether his father was “ pushed” off of that cliff or just fell, getstaken in by Alice. The
characters can be described as narcissistic, amoral, self indulgent, and on and on.

The mystery part of this book was easy to figure out and did nothing to redeem the quality of this book.



I’'m left with wondering why, when there are so many wonderful books out there, that anyone would want to
read this book. It's not erotic, just in your face selfish sexual desire. It's not a good mystery, it's not well
written. Jake in his younger years could easily be considered a pedophile as histastes in females began with
girlsasyoung as 12.

I’m writing this review basically to warn off my Goodreads friends and anyone who may be reading reviews
and thinking about purchasing this book so that they can get other opinions about it. Obviously we're all free
to read whatever we want but, dear readers, think again when searching for a good mystery/thriller to read
and read a variety of reviews.

ADDENDUM: | don't think this author compares to Ruth Ware, I've read all of her books and never read
anything indecent or amoral in her books.

| received an ARC of this book from the publisher through Edelweiss.

Crumb says

A twisted tale of desire, obsession, and deceit

| read this book with the traveling sisters group and it certainly enhanced my appreciation for the book. |
loved our discussion, and | gained new insight than | would haveif | had read the book aone.

This book was an excellent psychological thriller. It started off strong, in my opinion. After only the first
couple chapters, the book sunk its teeth in me. Like so many other books I’ ve read, this book follows a
similar pattern of alternating between the past and the present — or “then” and “now” , and | think the author
executed this style very well.

Alice, ayoung teenage girl, precocious for her age, is extremely independent. She doesn’t have a choicein
the matter; she hasto take care of herself because her mother is an acoholic. However, it isn't the two of
them for long. Her mother marries aman, Jake, who is a successful banker. Pretty soon, Alice and Jake are
going out to eat at nice, fancy restaurants while Alice'smom is passed out at home, drunk. Twisted, huh? |
don’t want to reveal too much more of the plot. | believe thisis abook that you should go into knowing as
little as possible.

So my friends, | will leaveit at that. This was afascinating, compulsive thriller that |eft me satiated. Was it
The Kind Worth Killing? No, it was not. Was it agood psychological thriller? Yes, it was.

Thank you to the publishers for providing me with an ARC in exchange for an honest review

Holly B says

An engrossing page turner that had me guessing and gasping until the very last page.

| had to finish this one and the twists were plenty throughout. | enjoyed the alternating time line of then and



now. It follows the story of Harry Ackerson and the phone call he receives from his stepmom Alice that his
father is dead. He istold that the police think it is suicide, but Harry is heading home to Maine to sort it out.
He will miss his college graduation, but he needs to be home.

Harry begins to suspect something foul and may find himself entangled in this web of deceit.

Tense, gripping, creepy and twisted with some dark moments. Never a boring moment and | loved the
suspense!

Thanks to Edelweiss for my ARC

Mackey St says

Peter Swanson iswell known in thriller/suspense field and hislatest book, All the Beautiful Lies, only
addsto hiscredibility asa master story-teller.

Harry Ackerson has just completed his university studies when he receives a call from his step-mother
informing him that his father has died in an apparent suicide. Harry rushes home, not even attending
graduation, in grief and disbelief. His step-mother, Alice, appears to be in a state of shock. Harry believesit
is his duty to comfort Alice and help sort out the bookstore that his fathered owned. As heis doing so, he
sees a young woman who continually appears - at the book store, his father's funeral, wherever Harry isthere
sheistoo. Who is she and what does she have to do with Harry's father? When the news breaks that Harry's
fathers has been murdered rather than dying from a accident, more questions arise surrounding all those who
knew and supposedly loved his father.

While thisistold primarily from Harry's point of view in the present, there are flashbacks to the past from
Alice. We learn how she cameto marry Harry's father, her childhood, etc. The more we, as readers, learn
about all of the characters, the more we redlize there are lies, beautiful lies, but lies never-the-less swirling all
around Harry. Those lies lead to danger.

| admit that | adore Swanson, especialy hiswriting style. His books never are quite what they seem. You
think you are reading Harry's story, when in fact, it isal about Alice. Y ou think you have the "whodunit"
figured out, when it isjust the tip of the iceberg. Swanson is clever, toying and, ultimately, masterful in the
art of suspense and | loved each and every page of All of the Beautiful Lies.

Linda says

"He began to think about all the words his father read, all the plots he'd absorbed, and how they were all
gone, but then he stopped himself."

And al | could think of were al the words trailing throughout this storyline and all the untapped avenues that
were left darkened and not tread upon. This could have been a blockbuster of aread. Instead, All the
Beautiful Liesturned into amile high sandwich steeped with layer upon layer of taboo sauce and no burger



in sight.

Peter Swanson creates a story brimming with al the Lolita dangling threads that one would care to imagine.
His main character, Alice, begins this tale as a young sixteen year old beach lovely who is the apple of her
stepfather's eye. After her mother's death, Alice and Jake's rel ationship takes on awhole different meaning.

Fast forward from the "Then" chaptersto the "Now" chapters. Aliceisolder and living in Maine as arealtor.
She's married to Bill, a successful book shop owner. Bill takes awalk one evening after work. Later, his
body isfound. Accident or murder? Alice contacts Harry, his son, who now spends his college graduation
day at hisfather'sfuneral. We'll spend the rest of the book with naive Harry trying to figure out just what
happened to his dad.

Let's be honest here. Swanson's book, The Kind Worth Killing, has been afavorite of mine. The writing was
stellar. Any of my fellow mystery/thriller readers will tell you that layering a novel with excessive titilating
gparks does not athriller make. Mop up the taboo sauce and there's nothing but a hollow plot staring up at
you. Murder for the sake of murder and nothing more. As readers, we want to run alongside the writer asthe
plot unfolds trying to predict which way thisis going to go. Predictability will kill amurder mystery in a
heartbeat faster than a heart attack.

All the Beautiful Liesis not gonna be for everyone. Know that going in. Swanson had the makings of a
dynamite storyline with ol' Alice who put the femme in fatale. But too much leaping into the swamp instead
of asolid plot leaves you stuck and uncomfortably mosquito bitten. An okay read that deserved far better
from the talent of Peter Swanson.

Susanne Strong says

2.75 Stars* (rounded up)
Well Ho-Hum. That’s pretty much al | have to say about that.

“All the Beautiful Lies” isthe story of Harry Ackerman, whose father dies right before his college
graduation. His father was his best friend and life line and now he' s gone. Having aready lost his mother
yearsprior, al he hasleft is Alice, his step-mother. If Harry is honest, he has always had inappropriate
feelings for Alice, sheisbeautiful, sexy and mysterious. Once his father is gone, Alice needs him and he
wants to help her, he needs to help her. While in town, Harry meets a beautiful young woman named Grace,
and he can't help but feel something and wonder who sheis and if she is connected to hisfather. Harry’s
investigations lead him to uncover more about his father, Grace and of course, Alice. What he finds leads
him down a crazy, twisted path, full of surprises.

“All the Beautiful Lies’ by Peter Swanson was a complete disappointment for me. Having reading
Swanson’s “ The Girl With the Clock for a Heart” and “ The Kind Worth Killing”, | was extremely excited to
read this novel. Unfortunately “All the Beautiful Lies’ didn’t quite measure up to those - it held no
excitement and was quite predictable. Not liking the characters didn’t help matters. However, the novel was
easy to read and moved quickly - | finished it in a day!

| read thiswith my Traveling Sisters and that made it oh so much better. We were split for this one and that
made it much more interesting.



For Full Traveling Sister Group Reviews, please see Brenda and Norma' s Amazing Blog:
https://twogirl sl ostinacoul eereading....

Thank you to Edelweiss, William Morrow and Peter Swanson for an ARC of this novel in exchange for an
honest review.

Published on Edelweiss and Goodreads on 1.27.18.

Chelsea Humphrey says

Each year | ook forward to a new Peter Swanson novel asif it's Christmas morning; the build up and
anticipation grow steadily until | finally hold that nugget of goodnessin my grubby little hands and devour it
quickly. And devour it | did. Obviously the downside to thisritual of mineisthat | have to face the long,
painful wait for another novel, but | think that's a pretty great problem to have, no? Whether you're new to
his books or an old fan like | am, it's never a bad time to pick up a Swanson novel and there's no wrong book
to begin with, asthey are all meant to stand alone. | say this each time, but the cover for All The Beautiful
Lies has to be my favorite to date, and it tiesin well to the story's themes of passion, deceit, and just how far
people are willing to go to preserve what they feel belongs to them. Also, how isit that crazy people tend to
flock to each other?

Up front | acknowledge that this book won't be for everyone. It's content can be unsettling, disturbing, and
inappropriate for some audiences; however, if you're like me then those three words just peaked your interest
even more than it previously was and you're desperate to read it. The story beginsin present day with young
Harry Ackerson arriving home to attend the funeral of his father Bill. Bill was the owner of a book store
housing unique and rare books and had remarried Alice after the death of hisfirst wife when Harry was just a
teen. Harry has aways had a"Mrs. Jones' type fantasy going on for his step-mom, but feels weird when
Alice seems to be needy toward him in more ways than one. | actually expected this to be a majority of the
plot fodder but was sincerely pleased when this was not the case, but simply a small portion of the

story. Some weird things begin happening and Harry investigates alongside a few other people when they
realize his dad's death may have no been an accident. Y ou may think you have it figured out from the
beginning, and you probably will have some ideas correct, but | was ecstatic to find afew twists that
genuinely took me by surprise. Maybe I'm getting rusty, but it's arare day that | am 100% taken off guard by
atwist and there were TWO in this book that owned me.

Without going into the spoiler-zone, | think what makes this book so compulsive for a character driven novel
isthat the backstories are so intriguing. This book would not have been what it was without Alice and Jake's
flashback POV's, and the alternating between time periods really kept things fresh and moving quickly.
There was such a comfortable flow to the storytelling technique used, and this made it the perfect book to
pick up and fly through during our latest nor'easter that came through. #springbreak2018 | wouldn't say any
of the characters are particularly likable, but they are flawed and ill-fated in varying shades of gray which, of
course, is my favorite way to read about villainsin any time period. While thisistechnically a contemporary
mystery, it aso had a historical vibe due to those flashbacks | mentioned above; again, areally clever way to
tell the story and keep the reader engaged.

If you're abook lover who is sensitive to uncomfortable sexual content and flashes of violence and death,
thiswon't be the story for you. However, if you're looking for abold, character driven story that deals with



some very real and very timely themes, you won't want to miss All The Beautiful Lies. | found myself
thinking about this book constantly while reading it and even after finishing the story. Questions ran through
my mind such as "Do each of our actions truly shape the reactions of those around us?' and "Could the
immoral control of those in authority be used to pass on their depraved desires in others simply by
manipulating an unformed mind?" It was truly athought provoking read, as all of Swanson's novels are, and
I'm delighted to be keeping him on my auto-purchase list.

Thanks William Morrow for providing my copy!

Carol (Bookaria) says

An excellent thriller from one of my favorite authors!

Harry is afew days away from his college graduation when he receives a phone call, on the other end on the
line his stepmother informs him that his dad had afatal fall while taking his daily walk.

Harry packs and heads immediately to his father's house. Soon after arriving he learns that his father's death
might not have been accidental at all.

The novel takes place (mostly) in Maine and is narrated in alternating points of view. | was completely
captivated by the story, it was dark and engaging.

Overal, | enjoyed it and recommend it to readers of thrillers, mysteries and contemporary fiction.

| received an advance copy from the publisher via Edelweiss

Jeffrey Keeten says

"’Why do you think you like mysteries so much? Harry asked.
‘I’'m deeply skeptical of any book that doesn’t begin with a corpse’

Harry had heard hisfather say these exact words, or something closeto them, many times. ‘No, really.
Why?'

Hisfather frowned, thinking. ‘It’sareligion, | guess, sincel don’t haveareal religion. Theworld is
chaos, and then a detective comes along and restoresorder. Or hedoesn’t, and that’sreally my
favoritekind of mystery story.””

Bill Ackerson doesn’t get to be the detective in the final pages of hisown life story. Unfortunately, he has
been assigned the role of the corpse. Harry does find himself in the unexpected circumstance of investigating

hisfather’s murder.

Who would kill a harmless bookseller?



Well, my first thought would be atug of war between two booksellers over arare book with one of them,
after avicious but bookless tug, falling backwards into a bookshelf and being buried under a set of
Encyclopedia Britannica that were jarred loose from the top shelf. Thisisacommon hazard for booksellers,
librarians, and book collectors.

Or maybe he recommended a book to some demented reader who was so incensed by the ending of the book
that she felt compelled to make him pay for exposing her to such a horrible conclusion to the plot.

There is certainly some irony that a man who spent his life reading crime novels ends up the victim of a
crime. Generally, readerslike he and | are carefully ensconced in our favorite reading chair, getting our
thrills from the plots conceived by the agile minds of writers from all over the world. Unfortunately, Bill
liked to go for walks along the cliffs of Maine, and aas, that be where he met his Moriarty for real, rather in
the final pages of a compelling mystery. Note to self: walks are dangerous.

Maybe Bill was guilty of being inattentive. ” And honestly, you knew him. Moreinterested in what was
happening in one of his booksthan what was happening around him.” It israther dangerous being
surrounded by nonreaders who just can’'t begin to understand why anyone would spend hours reading when
they could be watching the latest installment of some high brow entertainment, such as Survivor or The
Walking Dead. Maybe someone, family member/friend, just had enough and snatched the latest Peter
Swanson novel out of his hands and bludgeoned him with it. Then, they might have hauled him out to the
cliffs and dumped his book bashed body, making it look like an accidental fall.

Harry has other problems besides the death of hisfather. His stepmother is smoking hot and seemsto be
lonely, if you get my drift. Then there is the odd girl who has shown up in his father’ s bookstore with a story
that has more than awhiff of being contrived. Suspects are slim, and with so little evidence, thereis every
chance that someone will...get away with murder.

Harry is surrounded by All the Beautiful Lies.

“Life asked death,

‘Why do peoplelove me but hate you?’
Death responded,

‘Because you are a beautiful lie

and | am a painful truth.’”

---Author unknown

I know I’ ve had a hit of fun with my fanciful conjectory on this dastardly murder of this obsessed book
reader and collector. " Bill’ strue passion had been the acquisition of books. Finding placesto put them
was a chorethat heonly got around to out of desperation.” Could book clutter be a reason for a murder
most foul ? In all seriousness, Swanson hits me with some gut punching nefarious situations that make me
realize that there are people amongst us who may not be evil, but they do evil things so casually that | could
believe that they are missing a soul. 99% of the time they are as normal as you and me. Well, at least normal
like...well...most of you anyway.

Peter Swanson writes these wonderful modern noir novels. For me, he is a bridge between the vintage noir
novels and films of the 1940s and what | hope will be a new wave of noir novels. Jonathan Moore is another
writer who has been writing books that make me nostalgic for those hard boiled pul psinfused with the



literary values of the past. | breezed through this book so fast the ink and paper nearly caught on fire. I'm
already pining for the next one.

If you wish to see more of my most recent book and movie reviews, visithttp://www.jeffreykeeten.com
| also have a Facebook blogger page at:https.//www.facebook.com/JeffreyK eeten

Diane S ? says

Think it might be time for me to take a psychological thriller break again. They are al blending together, and
the plots just seem to darn familiar. Am in the minority in my rating and review for this one, but that has
happened before and I'm sure will happen again.

Loved the setting, not that many books are set to n Maine and from the descriptions it sounds gorgeous. The
rest of the book was rather predictable, easy to guess what was coming next. A few of the plot twists, didn't
make sense. Onein particular | couldn't understand the reason for, and it kind of disappeared, no meaning
forthcoming. Didn't particularly care for these characters, even Harry, who was for all intents and purposes
meant to be the good guy. He was, | suppose, but also naive and some of his actions didn't make much sense
either. It was fast paced, but the reason | am giving it even three starsis the ending. That came out of
nowhere and was surprising.

So arather quick but predictable read that pulled itself up by the ending.

ARC from Edelweiss.

| ew el s[Books Begeweled] says

4 STARS

I have avery smart friend that works as aliteracy coach for elementary school teachers. Her advice for
young students just learning how to tell someone else about a book? Four little words.

SOMEBODY WANTED
BUT
SO

Isthat genius or what? | loveit. So short and simple, I'm doing it now. Without spoilers of course!

SOMEBODY WANTED: (You better hold onto your hats, ladies and gents). There are a few characters that
want to engage in taboo relationships. They are socially ostracized because of vast age differences and the
fact that the participants are sometimes related! Asin step parent/step child. Ick. Ick. Ick. Thereisalso a
clear cut case of Mrs. Robinson carrying on with a teenage boy. As usual, Svanson has come up with some
dark charactersliving blissfully in their own corrupted world.

BUT: Of course, when normal-minded people have suspicions about these abnormal relationships carrying



on, they tend to interfere.

SO: Snce the rational world interferes with the corrupted world, the unbalanced characters become
compl etely unhinged while protecting their own sweet spot and well, WORLDS COLLIDE!!!

There you have it, people. An elementary synopsis of a complicated, layered plot!

And, just afew morewords, if | may: Thisisa compulsive, addictableread. Swanson just keeps
getting darker and mor e forbidden with his plots, next thing you know he'll turn into Gillian Flynn
(Haaaa, just kidding, thereisno one elseresiding at the level of our lovely dark goddess, GF).

Asusual, Swanson writesin adelicious film noir way. This story is set on the coast of Maine with al the
foreshadowing and dangerous mood that accompanies the angry sea. All of his books are clever puzzles with
messy edges. At the heart of his novels lies the most basic of human urges: greed. Sometimes the main
character is all about the money, money, money.

In this, Swanson’slatest, the main charactersaredriven by sex, not money. And, if you know
Swanson, you know thisisn’t going to be everyday lust, he hasto pull down that murky shade and
createan illicit, evil scenario. LET ME WARN YOU: ALL BOUNDARIES ARE CROSSED.

I wish | could give 5 stars, but | can't only because it was a bit predictable to me. I’ m starting to see a plot
pattern in his novels. However, | still love this onel!

Thisis Swanson’s fourth novel and he is extremely consistent in the psychological thriller genre. ALL THE
BEAUTIFUL LIES reminds me most of The Girl with a Clock for a Heart, mainly due to the dightly
clueless, but lovable, protagonist.

All the women in this novel are strong and richly defined, definitely Swanson's strength. | highly
recommend... with reservations because of the subject matter.




