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From Reader Review Four Hands: A Novel for online ebook

Christian Schwoer ke says

| was given this novel by afan of Taibo's oeuvre, and | wanted to thank his generosity by doing the novel
justice, reading carefully and attentively. Unfortunately, | wasin the midst of personal chaos (making a
permanent move from one continent to another), and | jerkily proceeded in fits and starts through the novel
over the course of four days, never being able to read for longer than 30 minutes. This created something of
mental strobe effect, a digjointed perception of what appears to be happening. Combine this strobe effect
with the author’ s intentional fragmenting of a multi-threaded story, and it’s probably safe to say | didn’'t get
as much from my reading as I’ d have wished. That said, | enjoyed the story, especialy upon reflection.

The story islargely about a present day (the novel was published in 1990) CIA plot to weaken external
support for and cause internal strife within the Sandinista movement in South America, but behind thisis
another story of two old-time revol utionaries whose stories begin with the Spanish Civil War and continue
through conflicts during and after WWII, in Europe and in South America. And, amongst many other
additional threads, there are seemingly irrelevant events involving Stan Laurel and Houdini.

The “four hands’ of the novel’ stitle refer to the writing method of two globe-hopping journalists, one
American and the other Spanish-Mexican, who compose their stories in both English and Spanish, then
spawn variants suitable to one or another market (eg, Europe, US, Latin America). These two tell their part
of the story, with their chapters alternating first-person narrators. Their part in the grander scheme isto serve
as the CIA mastermind’ s newsbreaking source of the scandal of the Sandinista general’ s connections with
international drug operations.

The other principal perspectivein the novel isthe CIA mastermind, Alex, ahair’s breadth away from a
psychotic break, whose chapters devel op the means and illustrate the mechanisms by which the plot is staged
and enacted. His principle belief isthat there is no coincidence, that all events can be controlled. Hal
Coincidence does in fact exist, and it isironic, as the revolutionary general he meansto bring down is
ultimately saved by the actions of the two old-time revol utionaries who recognize malfeasance when they see
it, even if they don’'t know the particulars.

More than the unraveling of an elaborate plan to deceive and destroy, thisis the story of a prevailing spirit of
rebellion against injustice. Much of the pleasure in reading this book istrying to see the forest when in front
of you at any given moment Taibo has planted a yet another tree with its own rich, distinct, concealing
foliage.

Gregory says

| love his detective novels, but this book bored me to the point that | stopped reading.

Maria Kottari says



A very innovative and clever setting for anovel though | find it hard to follow all the information given and |
found,many times, myself lost in the traces of narration after one day of reading pause. | have enriched my
knowledge on Latin America politics through personal research insprired by the novel.

A?pog Avtwvi 20n¢ says

MPAYUATIK? TEP?MAOKO. ABUVATO?00 VO CUAA?BW TG 7A0L ALTO? Ol 7pweg Ba d700Lv, Ba yVouv
OULCTOTIK? TNE D10 CLVTAY?C. Kal 2Uwe, Anve! AT? To LUBICTOP?UATA TIOL € KV0UV vd
OVOPWII 2001 TIOIO HUOA? UTIOPE? VA CUAA?BEL T?TOI0 TDAUTAOK ?TNTA (KAl 0TOV avT?rmoda y1ot? 1o
OlK? 00U UTIOPE? TUXV VA TA?0El UZAIC K?TI OTOIXEI ?20EC...) KOL VO TNV OAOKANP?0El/ TIPOL I 20€l
XWP?G KEV?.

A&?Cel va TO dlaB?0€l KAVE?C, VIO VA «UTEI» KOl 0TO (V?0) AATIVOAUEPIKVIKO OOTUVOUIK?
HUBIOT?PN O KA1 VO aVOYWWP?0EL TIG LEY?AEC Sl OQOP?C KAl OTL? TO BOPEIO EVPWITTNIK?
(Zkavdivap?a), aAA? Kal OT? TO HECOYELOK? (loTv 20, ITaA?0, EAA?DQ).

Tav says

THIS isfantastic crime/espionage novel... even if you need adegree in central american revolutionary
history to truly follow. Taibo Il is so intelligent it hurts and the dexterity with which he ties together
disparate arcsis awonder to behold. Four Hands is a bit of a patchwork, and with the abundance of
characters and histories it can be daunting, but | quickly became addicted to each of the story lines and found
them al rewarding threads in and of themselves. But in that sense | almost had to read it as a collection of
interlocking short stories, and this may be the only reason | couldn't give it the 5 stars. Maybe I'm just not
mentally agile enough...

Hilary says

my smart friend josh macphee told me to read this- thanks josh. if you find conspiracies interesting, read this.

Jim says

Excellent read. Asyou are reading this, you find yourself wondering how on earth it all ties. together. Thisis
well done, and tiestogether quite well, although | must admit | am tempted to put thison re-read list to see
| figured it out correctely.

Nikos79 says

I 'm not really afan of detective or crime novels. Although when it happens to read these kind of books |
have this problem. | like amost most of them, just afew seem uninteresting to me, and less make me love



them. Unfortunately this one was one of them which didn't manage to impress me. | had this book many days
next to my bed, and when | wastaking it to my hands for reading it was very easy for meto put it down after
afew pages or paragraphs. It's not areally easy reading | think, and if | could give an advice to someone who
wantsto read it, that would beto do it in afast pace. And this because it's a bit complicated, the plot moves
back and forth, and the characters are so many so if you want to follow the plot you must be focused. Didn't
really liked it and finished it more because | didn't want to leave it unread.

Karlo Mikhail says

In spite of the deceptive complexity, the plot of Paco Ignacio Taibo I1's Four Hands is actually very simple.
It isthe colorful yet believable characters and the playful and witty telling that makes the novel very

engaging.

The story is smply about how the Central Intelligence Agency (CIA) tried to frame a Sandinista Minister
who had a significant role in the struggle against dictator Somoza, spread disinformation, and demoralize the
Sandinista government in Nicaragua. This occurs in the background of a brutal US-sponsored Contra War to
topple the Sandinistas. But the contours of this narrative can only be realized near the novel’s end, when all
the seemingly disparate mini-narratives coal esce.

We arefirst introduced to the personal narrations of the protagonists, the journalists Julio and Greg, one
Mexican and the other American, who have a good time backstabbing each other in their minds and giving
sardonic comments about everything.

One of my favorite charactersinclude the American engineer who volunteered to do social work in the
Nicaraguan countryside but was executed by Contra paramilitaries armed by the U.S.

Another isthe CIA operative Alex who is some sort of sick conjurer whose main role, among others, isto
sow disinformation and discord among opponents of US imperialist interests. He operates clandestinely
through corporate fronts, flies all over the World in ajet, iswell versed in high and popular culture, fights
bureaucratic turf wars with his colleagues, and is atorturer and crazy to boot.

Leon Trotsky, whose notes for his own novel are provided to us for a peek, also makes a specia appearance.
Trotsky outlines the main plot, invents his main characters, comments on his own writing, and in the end
decides to discard his novel.

Then there are the rejected Master’ s thesis proposals of Elena Jordan, Greg' s ex-wife which are both
ingenious and hilarious.

And finally, the long but curious story of the Bulgarian Vasilev, aging revolutionary internationalist
extraordinaire who survived the Bulgarian struggle, hobnobbed with Stalin, spent some time in the Gulag,
became a firm supporter of Castro, and wasinvolved in the Sandinistafina offensive against the Nicaraguan
dictator Somoza.

Much of socially-oriented literature, both in prose and in poetry, that is considered to be sympathetic or
directly supportive of revolutionary causes are perceived mostly as serious, grim and determined works with
no place for black humor and playfulness. What Taibo || managesto create in Four Hands is a narrative that
critiques the dominant social order while remaining entertaining all throughout.



From Taibo’'s Four Hands

Derek says

possibly one of the best books I've read

Esagui says

"Llevando yavarios libros del autor puedo afirmar que esta novela se aleja mucho de lo que nos tiene
acostumbrados. Lo que llevariaa muchos atomar distancia. Y si, puedo secundar esa accion. No es un libro
complicado pero tampoco es tan sencillo como las decenas que le preceden. No es dificil de leer pero si de
ver en un contexto general y poder definir €l camino a seguir. Los personajes son genialesy te encarifias
f&cilmente, pero de la misma manerate pierdesy cuesta engancharlos unos a otros."

Resefia completa en: http://contrael promediomexicano.com/2...

Algjandro Ramirez says

Maestro de maestros. Estilo envidiabley disfrutabilisimo. Una partelo e en un jacuzzi en unaterrazaen
Vernon (silver star) con una Kokanee en la mano después de la carrera ciclista 24 horas de adrenaina.

Brett Bydairk says

Another book that requires close attention, as the rather short chapters change viewpoint frequently, but this
layered novel by one of Mexico's premier novelistsisworth it.
It starts with Stan Laurel observing the assassination of Pancho Villain 1923, and gets stranger.

Tripmaster monkey says

thisbook isHELLA fun. bungling CIA agents are the bad guys (likein real life, right?). apair of Mexican
and American Jewish journalists, and a pair of old comrades- a Spanish anarchist and Ukranian (?i might be
remembering wrong) communist- are the good guys.

throw in some referencesto Laurel and Hardy, a PhD student with outlandish dissertation topics, and a pirate
story within the story, and you have a great book.




Under_rubble says

Enjoyed the hell out of it. But have no desire to write about it.




