
The Last Hour
Charles Sheehan-Miles

http://bookspot.club/book/17156406-the-last-hour
http://bookspot.club/book/17156406-the-last-hour


The Last Hour

Charles Sheehan-Miles

The Last Hour Charles Sheehan-Miles
Twenty-seven year old Carrie Thompson-Sherman has the life she always wanted: her PhD, a prestigious
fellowship, and an amazing husband.

Her life begins to unravel as a jealous colleague puts her fellowship in jeopardy and a haunting secret Ray
Sherman carried home from Afghanistan comes to light.

Hounded by a federal investigation and the ensuing media feeding frenzy, Carrie and Ray desperately lean
on each other, until a disastrous accident puts both Ray and her sister's lives at risk.

In the last hour, Carrie and Ray will each find themselves faced with a choice.

A choice that will change everything.

The Last Hour Details

Date : Published April 19th 2013 by Cincinnatus Press (first published April 17th 2013)

ISBN : 9780988273672

Author : Charles Sheehan-Miles

Format : Kindle Edition 482 pages

Genre : Romance, New Adult, Contemporary Romance, Contemporary

 Download The Last Hour ...pdf

 Read Online The Last Hour ...pdf

Download and Read Free Online The Last Hour Charles Sheehan-Miles

http://bookspot.club/book/17156406-the-last-hour
http://bookspot.club/book/17156406-the-last-hour
http://bookspot.club/book/17156406-the-last-hour
http://bookspot.club/book/17156406-the-last-hour
http://bookspot.club/book/17156406-the-last-hour
http://bookspot.club/book/17156406-the-last-hour
http://bookspot.club/book/17156406-the-last-hour
http://bookspot.club/book/17156406-the-last-hour


From Reader Review The Last Hour for online ebook

Funzee Shu says

Actual Rate : 5+++++ Sparkling Stars !

A screech of tires to our left, the truck coming at the driver’s side. Ray shouted a curse, Sarah screamed, and
then the force of the impact was louder than any sound.

Then…

White.

Formless images and thoughts, memories, drifted across a blank canvas.
My stomach twisted…
I wanted to scream. I could’t think. I could’t breathe…

“We’ll get through this. No matter what.”
“You’re gonna be all right…”

WARNING : Do not read this book if you don't want your heart broke into pieces, BUT if you chose
NOT to read this book,you'll miss one of the great story that ever made about LOVE - the purest one,
Sacrifice and Redemption, beautifully written by Charles Sheehan-Miles !!

Reading this book is like riding a roller coaster for me ....
Charles – successfully-amazingly-cruely - playing with my heart from the beginning 'till the last page!

Trust me…
He’ll squeeze you heart without 'mercy' and leave it into pieces...
I believe he 'enjoying' our wailing and anger with his smug face !

I thought A Song For Julia had drain all my emotions and tears when I read it last year....but I was wrong....
Coz this book...succeed put me into the big emotional breakdown EVER !!

Make me drowning deep....shattered my heart into pieces and make me wailing for hours after finished it.

How could you Charles…

The story is very intense, really consuming, playing between present time and past, the plot switch very fast,
one time you'll laughing then blushing, moment laters you'll cry like baby....

This is the second time I felt afraid to turn the page of the book I read and deal with what will happen next.



I had to stop several times to "re-arrange" my feelings.
In some chapters, I even loss my "courage" to continue reading this book, because I was afraid, what I've
thought will become a reality...
I keep 'denying' for what had happened....but in the end....I finally realize that it had to ended like that
anyway…
So, I accepted it, but NOT forgive him for what he had done !!

Now I know, why Lelyana react like that back then....
With David issues, no wonder she wailing for about 7 hours !!

Gosh…
Never in my life I 'hate' the author this much ! NEVER !!
I will voodoo him if I could…

I even considering to taking back all my chopsticks collection that I've thrown away before...
But “unfortunately”, am not that cruel…

Again,you are really a genius,Charles.....
CrueL, but genius !
You broke my heart into pieces - AGAIN,and I hate you for that !
I hate you right now,but still....I can’t denied that I ♥ U even more after all....
(??³?)? ~ ♥ you are my fave author ever, Charles…
You may relieved now… *wink*

To all who haven't decided to read this book but have a plan to read it someday,here some advice for you...

Don't prepare anything when you decided to read this book !
Just.....don't ....
Especially your heart !!
Coz it won't work at all!
You'll never EVER be prepared for what will happen in this book....
Trust me !
I thought I had prepared 'enough' for this book, but in fact ?
It's all became useless....
So....take my advice....
Just read it, let each word from this book 'eat' you, consume you...drowning you....deep....
Make you laugh and cry at the same time...
Let this book drain your emotions....
Coz in the end....
You'll admit,that this book worth all of those tears....and anger !!
Coz it's really beautiful…beautiful in its own way…

I decided not to give detail spolier about this story, you should read it for yourself to enjoy the beauty of this
story from the beginning 'til the last word.

Oh, you'll love Carrie-Ray couple.
They were meant to be together since they first met 9 months ago.



You will be taken in the course of their endearing love story full of twists and turns at the same time.
The two people who had the same sense of care and unselfish ever, met and united in the bond of pure love,
isn't that beautiful?
Well, it's too good to be true, but Charles make it looks so real....

I’ll share few moments from this book that I cherish the most…

The First Meet...

Everything about her, from the way her hair framed her face and the slight gloss on her lips to those legs just
made me want to howl.

 I knew I was falling for her…

Chuck Norris

“What if you turn out to be a crazy stalker?”

I sighed. “Then you tell Alex, and Alex will tell Dylan, and he’ll hunt me down, and we’ll have an epic
battle, destroy some buildings, flip buses around, make a big mess. They’ll call out the Air Force, but those
wusses will run away, so then they’ll send in the 82nd Airborne.”

She chuckled, but I wasn’t done making an ass of myself yet. “Anyway, when the 82nd Airborne fails
miserably, as they undoubtedly will,they’ll send over the Marines, and we’ll send them packing for a swim.”

She snorted, “What happens then?”
“Well, then they send in Chuck Norris.”
“You’re ridiculous.”

This Chuck Norris things really make me burst in to laugh…even right after that…again…tears running
down my cheek !

First date…First kiss…

Did we know each other well enough for a hug? A kiss?

Well, then, screw it. I reached for her and pulled her close to me, wrapped my arms around her and breathed
her in. Instantly, she melted in my arms. I smiled, pulled back just a little and looked in her eyes.

“So are you going to freak if I kiss you?”



"Do you always kiss like that?"

Oh I love that kiss scene A LOT !!
One of my fave scene in this book…

The Nightmare…

Ray had thrown the covers off the bed. Sweat was beading on his forehead, and he moved slightly as the
words escaped his mouth. “Colton, he’s just a kid!”

Just like the boy in Dega Payan, the boy whose life was cut short too soon, the boy who I couldn’t save, no
matter how many times I went back there in my dreams, no matter how many times I wished it away, no
matter how many times I begged God for forgiveness that I hadn’t saved his life. - Ray

“…It’s going to take some time before you’re ...completely home. And that’s normal, and it’s okay, and I’m
here with you. You hear me?” – Carrie

The story about “Pink Ribbon”

“Kowalski, what’s up with the ribbon?”

“Hey Sarge?

“Do me a favor,” he said. “I can’t ask the other guys, bunch of fucking numbskulls. I need to send a pic
home of me wearing this ribbon for my little girl. Can you take a shot for me?”

Kowalski and the pink ribbon - with small white hearts tied in a bow on his web gear – really ripped my
heart.
I cried for him when I read Just Remember to Breathe.
And now…I cried for him even more…
That because the story behind that “pink ribbon”…

Dega Payan – Afghanistan…

…theres one thing I learned in Afghanistan. Life is fragile. – Ray

“Lee got shot our first week in the country and was evacuated. A grenade killed Kowalski. An IED killed
Roberts and fucked up my leg. A sniper killed Weber. Staff Sergeant Martin got shot. Six out of sixteen men
killed and wounded in the first four months of the deployment.” – Dylan



Curiosity made me google where Dega Payan is…

The Trial…The Betrayal…

“…things got ...savage over there. We had a lot of casualties, very quickly. My whole fire team was
decimated ...two guys killed, and Dylan wounded. And it just got ... worse and worse. Anyway ... the thing is.
I saw something. I witnessed ... a war crime.” – Ray

I don’t familiar with this Military Trial, but I can feel the tension while reading it…

The Wedding…

It was, of course, the City Clerk’s offices, but it couldn’t have been any grander if it was the biggest
cathedral in Europe. Because standing at the end of the hall, waiting for me, was Ray. I walked, slowly,
feeling as if I were floating, until I was face to face with him. His eyes widened as I approached.

Then…
You may kiss the bride…

It’s “simple”…but meaningful…

Carrie hold her breath when she saw Ray in that bule uniform, I did the same thing…hold my breath while
picturing Ray in that suit
Gorgeous…

Little Daniel...

“I want to be big like you some day,” Daniel said.
I shrugged. “It’s not about the size of your body, kid. It’s about the size of your heart.”

“So, if you could do anything in the world, what would it be?”
“I’d be a superhero,” Daniel said.

Dylan...

“I never had a brother, but ... I see Ray as a brother. I trust him more than anyone else on earth.”



“I owe Ray my life,” he replied. “I’ll go to hell with him, if necessary.”
I sniffed, my eyes suddenly watering. “Then I guess we all go there together.”

If there’s anyone that’s ever been worth crying over, it’s Ray…

Alexandra…

“Most of you know that when we were growing up,we moved. I didn’t get a chance to have friends who
stayed around. But there was one person I could always turn to. Whenever I stubbed my toe. Or needed help
with my homework. Or cried over a boy. She was always, always there. My big sister, Carrie.”

“Most of you also probably don’t know that a year and a half ago,Dylan was badly injured in Afghanistan.
And, as he’s told me the story, the person who bandaged his wounds, and made sure he got to safety, was
Ray Sherman.”

“Dylan said that as he was losing consciousness, nearly bleeding to death in a remote region of Afghanistan,
the only thing he could hear was Ray’s voice. Telling him it was going to be okay. And not just in war, but at
home, Ray has been ... a gift. He helped bring me and Dylan back together when I didn’t think that could
ever happen. And for that, I’ll always love you, Ray.”

“Carrie and Ray are two of the most selfless people I’ve ever met.”

[image error]

Carrie…

“I want to tell you a story. When I was younger, in high school and college, I used to fantasize that one day
I’d meet someone who would be perfect for me. A soul mate. Someone who treated me like I mattered to them
more than anything else. Someone who was a hero, who told the truth, and did the right thing, and who I
could live with forever. Someone I loved. And then I met you ... and everything was ... perfect.”

“Jesus, Carrie,” he muttered. “I’ve never met anyone so stubborn in my life.”
I sniffed and pulled him closer. “That’s why you love me,” I said.

“Carrie ... I’d never hurt you. Never.”
“I know that, Ray. I know.”
“Shut up. Kiss me.”

I don’t have a home without him…
If you’re there, and I’m there, then it will be perfect.
You make me happy. That’s all that matters…

You are my life….
I’m waiting for you, soldier…



Ray...

“I love you, Carrie Thompson.”
She caught her breath and said, “I love you, Ray Sherman.”

“Nothing can stop me from saying it. You’re amazing.Wonderful. Fantastic. Beautiful. Smart.Funny. Doctor
Babe, you’re everything I’ve ever wanted in life.”

“Love you, Doctor Babe.”
“Next time I see you, let’s play doctor.”

“I was home, with Carrie’s arms around me, and I couldn’t imagine a better place to be.”

When I close my eyes and look in the future, I want to see a smile on your face.

You mean everything to me…

For me,Ray is more like an angel - an angel in human form, as well as ReaL Hero, a 'super hero' even
without that 'Spidey costume' !
Oh I love that scene a lot ! - even after that I start to cry like crazy - I swear,that was the ugliest cry that I've
ever had....

Thanks to you,Charles ! *sneer*

Well, I think I SHOULD ended my - very very long - review here...
I leave you with some pic with quote that I made special for this review...
Enjoy...

I feel the sunshine pouring down on me, and I close my eyes and say…

I love you, Carrie...

Another book that you should read before you die....



HIGHLY RECOMMENDED !!!

Laura says

I just have to say, Charles Sheehan-Miles is going to be a famous author. Really famous.

From the moment I read Just Remember To Breathe, I was intrigued by Carrie and Ray. When I heard that
there was going to be a book about their story, to say I was excited would be a slight understatement.

Carrie and Ray are intense. From the moment they meet it is quite apparent that things will be to the nth
degree...

From the moment the book begins your emotions are thrown for a heart stopping loop. There is an accident.
A very serious accident.

"I'm waiting for you, soldier."

Carrie and Ray have only been together for less than a year, but when you know something is right, you go
with it. The relationships in this book, the turmoils that the characters all go through, the way a family pulls
together, the realizations that are made...this is the stuff that REAL life is made of.

"It isn't going to be easy. It isn't going to be perfect. Life isn't that way"

Carrie and Ray are faced with so many things that are being thrown at them, yet through it all they perservere
and do what is right for them, although it may not be so apparent at the time.
***"Sometimes you have to make choices, and they're imperfect, but they're the only choices you can make
and live with yourself"***

To say that this book is 5 stars isn't doing it justice. I had to take a break mid-read because Charles has a way
of making you feel that these characters are part of your own family and friends. If you read one "heavy"
read this year, I suggest it is The Last Hour.

*I was given this book as an ARC and it is not released yet...but I had to get this out there. Grab it up as soon
as it is available (May 15, 2013)*

Kirsty says

Warning: Grab some tissues, a bottle of vodka, buckle up and enjoy the ride!

Charles has done it again with The Last Hour. It was incredible, moving, powerful, emotional, heart
breaking. I don't know how he does it, but every novel of his that I have read he manages to pull all kinds of
emotions out of me and really make me feel my read. I love every second of it.



For those of you that have read Just Remember to Breathe you will remember Carrie and Ray, we were
introduced to them briefly and I for one loved them. Carrie came across as the girl in her family to hold
everybody together, to be there for everyone, to play the role as mother when their own was less than
capable. And Ray? Ah he was just.. wonderful. We didn't know a lot about him but him and Carrie together?
Beautiful. And I wanted to know more.
For those of you that haven't previously read any of Charles' Thompson Sister series, that's okay, you can
still read The Last Hour without worrying about who the characters are. There is plenty of opportunity to get
to know Carrie and Ray, as well as other members of Carrie's family.

The book quite literally starts off with a BANG - a car accident involving Ray, Carrie, and Carrie's two
younger twin sisters Jessica and Sarah. What follows this event is some of the most heartwrenching, scary,
emotional scenes I have ever read. Charles has the ability to make you feel as though you are there with them
living all the good, the bad, and the ugly moments. By the end of the book I felt as though Carrie and the
gang were my own friends, my own family and I'm sure they will all forever be a part of me.

"I'm waiting for you, soldier."

As well as the accident, Charles has expertly weaved in stories from the past. Carrie and Ray have only been
together 9 months but in that time they have managed to do and go through so much. Ranging from Ray
dealing with troubles that have followed him back from war to Carrie dealing with a jealous colleague who is
set out to destroy all that she has worked so hard to achieve. Even going through all these issues, they have
always had each other.  "We'll get through it together"  This sentence is regularly used throughout and it
couldn't be more appropriate. They have one of the strongest relationships I've ever read about it and it is so
obvious how much they love and care for each other.

"You can't call me babe anymore. It's Doctor Babe to you."

I'm not going to lie, this book was hard. Really freaking hard. From the blurb and comments Charles has
recently made about this book you can guess it is going to be a lot different to the first two in the series and
he wasn't lying. It is very different, but I'm also going to put it out there that this is the best book I've read by
Charles, and easily one of my favourites this year. I love a book that can make me feel all the emotions of the
characters and feel as if I am right there living their traumas with them and that is exactly what happened
with The Last Hour.

 "At that moment, looking in Ray's eyes, I was as happy as I've ever been in my life."

The Last Hour has a running theme centred around choices. From having the ability to make a choice, to
having no say at all and dealing with the repercussions of that. And even going as far as having to make a
choice that is ultimately the right one but will still destroy lives in the process. Decision making isn't an easy
thing in life and this book goes to show that. Sometimes when you do have the ability to make that choice, it
may just be the most courageous/heroic thing you could ever do.

"Sometimes you have to make choices, and they're imperfect, but they're the only choices
you can make and live with yourself."



If I could, I would give The Last Hour 10 stars and more. It was incredible. Please, please, please go one-
click it as soon as it's live, I guarantee you won't regret it. I know this book will stay with me forever and that
is one sign of a truly amazing author.

*I was lucky enough to beta-read, hence the early review.*

Mo says

This book is awesome… have read the others in the series but this one is way ahead of them – I seriously had
no idea what was going to happen. With most books you sort of have an idea about what the ending is like. I
decided not to read any reviews (Thanks Marta) and just dive straight in and read it. I don’t remember the
other books being this emotional – I did give them 4 or 5 stars but this one deserves way more than that….

I won’t go into too much detail with my review as I think it is maybe better to read the book without seeing
too many reviews.

50% in and the tension headache sets in – I only get these if I am TOTALLY into a book and I am being
really affected by the emotions and events in the book

Ray and Carrie – they fell hard and fast. They deserved love and Happy Ever After. Were they going to get
it? 60% in and I did not have a clue…..

I’m waiting for you soldier….

While reading this I seriously did not know which way it was going to go – was I going to get my HEA or
not? I was sick at the thought that I might not.

I am Irish, we are a neutral country, whatever that means…. But the U.S. troops do stop for refueling at



Shannon Airport in Ireland on their way to and from their tours of duty. I have been there on a number of
occasions when they have been passing through. I am not going to make any political comments but just to
say that some of those soldiers look so young, seriously, they look like kids. I have a 16 year old and some of
them look as young as him. And to think they have to go and fight a war and some of them do not come back
home – depressing really.

Ray swept forward, his arms around me,
and our lips touched, a perfect connection between us.
I felt as light and as beautiful as I’d ever felt in my life.
Everything in the room narrowed down to a tiny circle,
a tiny protective circle, where the two of us were safe
and warm and protected together.

I don't know you
But I want you
All the more for that
Words fall through me
And always fool me
And I can't react
And games that never amount
To more than they're meant
Will play themselves out

Take this sinking boat and point it home
We've still got time
Raise your hopeful voice you have a choice
You'll make it now

Falling slowly, eyes that know me
And I can't go back
Moods that take me and erase me
And I'm painted black
You have suffered enough
And warred with yourself
It's time that you won

Take this sinking boat and point it home
We've still got time
Raise your hopeful voice you have a choice



You've made it now
Falling slowly sing your melody
I'll sing it loud

I have had the pleasure of seeing the wonderful Glen Hansard in concert where he sang this wonderful song
….

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yzQ9Vr...

[image error]

A jealous work colleague … Carrie has some shit to deal with also …

IF THIS WAS WHAT THE ARMY DID WHEN SOMEONE REPORTED A CRIME, IT WAS NO
WONDER THERE WAS SUCH A CULTURE OF SILENCE.

Love all the army lingo … some of it is a bit technical but will go with the flow ..

You see all that yellow ribbon “Support our Troops” crap and soldiers being called heroes in the
media. But the only real hero I knew was Kowalski who didn’t even hesitate one fucking second when
it came to decide between his life and that little girl’s. I doubt he ever had time to think about it, to
rationalize it, to weigh anything.

“What about you, college boy?”



The title of one of the later chapters in the book is called “Fading” …. Not sure I could take much more
when I saw the title for that one. This was heartwrenching… but I continued.

Sometimes you have to make choices, and they’re imperfect, but they’re the only choices you can make
and live with yourself.

Did the choices that were made work for me in this book? Some of them did, some of them didn’t. I will
leave it up to you to decide if you agree with me. But I will say that this is a very talented author and this
book deserves to be read.

LOL – Did I say I would not go into detail with my review???

(view spoiler)

Karen says

The Last Hour 5 Stars***** I'm still not sure where I stand on this book. I commend the writing, it was
gripping fast paced and well researched. There were times I had to put this book down because I was left
feeling raw and sad. I recommend you read I won't give away any plot lines. I still thoroughly enjoyed this
compelling and powerful story about a decision one man made and the ripple effect it had on others. This
story inspires courage and wisdom in the decisions we make as well as the affect the way we treat others
through our lifetime. If you are not questioning what effect your actions are having on the common good,
then you've totally missed the point of this story...because everything we do matters, more importantly, every
person who has lived on earth matters. When we are kind to one person or make a stand for a battle or ideal,
we have the opportunity to impact humanity. We have no idea what our choices may do to impact the world
around us. This is deep I know but this story left me thinking and crying and needing a large drink....

"Small moment, missed opportunities, things we don't see or pay attention to at the time sometimes have a
far bigger impact on our lives than we would have ever guessed in advance."

"How do you trace back the chains of responsibility to a point where you could pin it down completely?"



Lelyana's Reviews says

FIVE AND MORE SPARKLING HEART BREAKING STARS

I know I was so lucky having Charles added me in a beta reader's short list,
my full review will be post after the book release.
and it was just shocked me after reading that he dedicated this book to me and the memory of David,
thank you Charles

Charles warned me to prepare with tissue and something to throw to him? What the...???
THIS BOOK, AS I WAS SUSPECTED BEFORE, WAS HARD, DARK, A SOUL JOURNEY,
LESSON OF LIFE

What I can tell you is you do really need boxes of tissues, be prepare...this book consumed me....
heart and soul
...I took day off to read this one, and guess what...

It worth it ! THIS IS ABSOLUTELY THE BEST BOOK I HAVE EVER READ IN MY EXISTENCE
! I'm obsessed with this book...and your tears...would be "worth to let out"!

....and, here it is...

Back to the real drama in Afghanistan in Just Remember to Breathe/

Ray Sherman when in Afghanistan
I was in love with him from the previous book before

Just Remember to Breathe

In this book, all my head,heart and soul consumed by him...
Overreacted?, maybe, but don't judge me before you read it yourself.....

First chapter had already twisting my stomach. I think Charles was right to remind us readers to prepared,
with a box of tissue and red eyes and red nose while and after reading the book. It was started with an
accident, and the way Charles described it, feels like I was there, too. Truth is, I cried from the first chapter.

DAMN! And then suddenly I realized what will I read in the next chapters , and remembering what was
Charles wrote on his blog about some people that would throw something to him after reading the book (am
preparing, really, every time I open every single page).



Honestly, I love the kissing part at the Airport ,it was romantic....sigh. Ray seems like a nice guy, every girls
dream. When Carrie asked Ray, ”Do you always kiss like that?”...Wow! He must be a really good kisser.
I like it when Ray was jealous to Carrie’s car, Carrie bluntly told him, “Don’t let me choose between you and
my car, You won’t like the answer”. That was cool!
And the scene at the opera’s semi private box, well...that was sexy! You know when two people meet their
chemistry, time is never a problem. Charles wrote it beautifully. This chapter is “perfect” to me!

One by one, the mistery about what was happening in Afghanistan beginning to revealed. It was what
stressing Ray at a first place and ruin their life and the way they hate that Army person, seems like the Army
had disappointed Ray too much. I was curious about the trial and what was happened.

When Carrie called Ray about her being a Doctor, I love it when Ray told her “Next time we meet again,
let’s play doctor”...grinning...
But, Charles suddenly turned Ray’s world upside down and turned MY LIFE upside down!by sending FBI
for the investigation, questioned Ray about the report he made. And from this part, Ray and Carrie’s life will
never be the same again. I admit it, I was afraid to open another chapter , afraid what will I read next. But
I’m a big girl, so I keep on reading.

I knew it from the beginning that I will ‘personally’ , INTO the story ( I have issue with war and
soldiers, I’d lost my sweetheart in Iraq ).

It was an overwhelming reading at this point, I know how hard their life is, and I think, whatever happened
to them, either they’re safe home or not (sigh), you guys, are all hero, for your country, and people you love
and loved you. People fight for what they believe, are those who make path, whatever small others see
it.
Ray, fight for what he believe, even ‘the survivors’ hate him. That’s what important. Like Dylan said “I’ll go
to hell with him” and Carrie’s “Then we’ll go together” was a moment of tears.

FINAL REVIEW OF “THE LAST HOUR

(view spoiler)

(hide spoiler)]

”The Last Hour reminds me of my very own story. I lost my soldier back in 2008 from the war. Damn
war!..Cannot write my objective review from here , since this overwhelming story consumed me so fucking
much. The story that I will treasure forever and be on my forever number one top list until the day I die, will
stay with me for eternity. Call me romantic, but The Last Hour consumed me, heart and soul.

I was crying for 7 fuckin’ hours ! For 7 hours, I cannot sleep until finishing the book, and cursed and loved
the author at the same time. For some people, maybe for you too, Charles, I’m an hyperbolic, hyper-
romantic, and any-whatsoever-hyper-else, I don’t care what you call me, but...sigh...Never before, crying
over characters like crying over my personal issue. Damn!

Carrie was a very strong character, she was there for Ray, strong for him, whatever storm Ray gotten into,
she always there for him, protected him, loving him. And Ray Sherman, he’s a man every girls dreamed of,



he’s fun, he’s cute, he’s full of attention, he’s hot...he’s...everything.

He never afraid to fall in love, never afraid saying “I Love You”,over...and over again, to Carrie.

Until the final chapter, that words “I Love You”, made my cry a thousand rivers. Three simple words,
simple, but Ray made it so much meaning in it...and his “I Love You”’s....was the most perfect words in
“The Last Hour”.

 I don’t know how Charles put the soul into that three little words, but the words was like the climax of
“The Last Hour”. And the deep of those words, it almost sounds like magic.

The Last Hour, talked about Military Trial (Martial Court) in US, war, love, redemption. Unconditional
love...And how people’s life turn into their inferno because they meant to be true, honest and did the best.
Ray tried to be the best man he can be, to be honest, respect law, but instead....law betrayed him, ruin his life,
his dream...his very soul...everything. All the betrayal, friends became enemy, jealousy, man eating
man...God, it’s so wild out there, the life we lived in...

The Last Hour talked about sacrifice, unconditional love...unselfish love....

It was so real, Charles is a genius, he made “The Last Hour” , REAL, like our life it self. It was an
overwhelming feeling I had.

Charles told us once, he never meant “The Last Hour” to be a romance story, but only a little romance here
and there. I prepared, but not prepared enough for the content, the intense, the tenses, I wasn’t prepared
enough to have swollen eyes, red nose and painful headache in the morning and tissue everywhere in my
bed...I wasn’t prepared enough....Honestly, I was expected romance, but romance in “The last Hour”, damn!
This is is what I called “a real life romance”.
Never expected Cinderella’s dream or fairy tales with bunch of romances....If you expected those kind of
book, this one is not for you. But if you really are, a book lover,and you don’t want to miss some life lessons,
and value your life, “into” a good book, “The Last Hour” is absolute BEST. EVER.

Some of my favorite quotes :
 

“that feeling that I could touch the sky? That’s exactly how you make me feel.” (Ray)

“I don’t have home without him”, Carrie said when doctor asked her to go home.
“I won’t give up on him. Do you hear me, Doctor? Don’t you give up on him!”

She stopped, then finally turned around, and looked at me. “Just because you’ve been in a war
doesn’t mean you’ve got a monopoly on shitty situations. And this is a shitty situation. So back
to what I said before. Don’t tell me what to do.”(Sarah)

Anger gone as quick as it had come, now I just felt like an idiot. Not that this was the first time,
and probably wouldn’t be the last. (Ray)



“Someday you going to make some man very happy
I hope its going to be Ray...
Your soldier? I nodded, a half smile in my face
You love him?
Yes....Yes I do...

At the end of the story, it was all these songs, made me crying, all over again...and again...and again....Listen
to these songs when you read The Last Hour
- Dear GOD (Avenged Seven Folds)
- What Hurts The Most (Rascal Flatts)
- With Me (Sum 41)
- The Day After Tomorrow (Sybia)
One Last words from me. Whatever you read now, put it down!, read “The Last Hour”, and feel the real life
brings you. Highly, definitely, absolutely HIGHLY RECOMMENDED!

“I LOVE YOU”

Beverly says

5 Heartbreakingly Beautiful Stars

I have cried in books, I have had my heart broken in books, but nothing compares to how this book shook
me. Sheehan-Miles delivers a beautiful heartbreaking tale of love, protection, and sacrifice.

Carrie and Ray are on their way to the zoo with her twin sisters, when they are involved in a terrible
accident. The accident leaves Sarah and Ray in critical condition. The story is told in hours and throughout
the story we look back on how Ray and Carrie met and fell in love.

I loved their story and how real they were with each other. They didn’t play games or hide their feelings,
they were completely open and honest. Mostly I loved how they seized the day.

 “Life is fragile. Screw all that hesitant bullshit. We were going to go for it.”

Despite their open feelings Ray and Carrie have had other things to overcome individually, and throughout it
all they stood together, fought together.

This is probably one of the hardest reviews I have ever done for two reasons. A) I really don’t want to spoil
this story for anyone. B) I am completely torn about how I feel. I have seen 1 and 2 star reviews on this book
and I get it, because when you immediately finish you will be gutted. But in the same respect this is such a
wonderful story, and you can’t help but falling in love with the characters.



In the end, I went with my gut - I am a romance addict and this is an epic romance with a beautiful,
headstrong girl and a charismatic, hero guy.

This is the end of my review and I hope you will take a chance on this series and book, even if it did cause
me to ball my eyes out, because it is completely worth it.

 “Sometimes you have to make choices, and they're imperfect, but they're the only choices you can make
and live with yourself.”

Nicole says

I’ve now had some time to detach myself emotionally from this story, because trust me – it’s a necessary
requirement for the emotional turmoil I went through! I was honored to be a beta-reader for The Last Hour
and couldn’t wait to get started on it. All throughout and especially once I finished, the one word that came
to mind was simply BRILLIANT. Charles Sheehan-Miles has outdone himself with this one and I can only
imagine if he will ever be able to top it!

The Last Hour continues with the story of one of five Thompson sisters. Just Remember to Breathe is the
story of Alex and A Song for Julia is about, well, Julia. So in The Last Hour we finally get Carrie’s story.
You don’t have to read the other two to read this one, but certain things will be spoiled for you if you don’t
read the others first.

Carrie meets Ray Sherman when she comes to New York to visit her sister, Alex, at college at the same time
Ray is visiting his best friend Dylan, Alex’s boyfriend. Now fast-forward to The Last Hour where it opens
with a bang, literally.

A major car accident puts Ray in the hospital fighting for his life and we soon learn that the last several
months have been pure hell on both Carrie and Ray. Ray has come forward about a crime he witnessed in
Afghanistan but as a result is accused himself and is now facing court-martial. Along with Ray’s legal
troubles, Carrie’s fellowship is in jeopardy when a former jealous coworker makes erroneous allegations
against her and her research. Add the car accident on top of everything and you can feel the turmoil. The
Last Hour takes us on their journey from how they meet to the fate of the court-martial, false allegations and
car accident. And it’s not a pretty ride but redemption is at it’s finest.

What I loved about The Last Hour is that even though Ray is unconscious and fighting to stay alive for the
life he promised Carrie, we get his POV frequently throughout the story. We get to hear his side of what
happened in Afghanistan, what he was thinking when he first met Carrie, him struggling to regain
consciousness while trying to encourage both Sarah, Carrie’s younger sister who was also hurt in the
accident and is unconscious, and Daniel, a young boy who is also unconscious and scared. We get to see a
side of Ray that we never got before and we certainly come to understand him and his actions a lot better.

Ray’s POV is almost as gut wrenching as Carrie’s as the love of her life is fighting for his life and she
struggles to remain in control of each and every situation. But both points of view will leave you in tears
more than once, so bring your tissues with you wherever you read. But Ray and Carrie will also make you
laugh; with their back and forth banter and quoting of Star Wars, you can see why they are so good for each



other. Never have I rooted for a couple more than Ray and Carrie.

We learn more about the Thompson family and are given clues to the upcoming stories – I’m especially
looking forward to Andrea’s story!
Anyone who has read the other books will know that Adelina Thompson is on a journey of her own as she
struggles to be the mother she should have been so many years ago. I was quite fascinated with her
transformation and will continue to root for her.

At over 500 pages, The Last Hour was quite the journey but so worth every emotion I experienced. Despite
the length, I still wasn’t ready to let go and craved more. I can’t wait for Andrea’s story just so I can have
more of this one. That’s one of my favorite things about this “series” is that even though the author moves on
to other main characters, we’re never left without an update on the story line of the others.

In the end, it was worth every tear and every ounce of hope I pushed towards them and will without a doubt
top the list of Best Books Ever for me.

Cristina Buzoianu says

UPDATE 05/24/2013 originally posted on my blog, http://bibliophilemystery.blogspot.ro/

My thoughts: I was SO waiting for this book! Ever since I’ve read Just Remember to Breathe I wanted to get
to know Ray and Carrie better. I loved them from the very beginning. I’ve also sensed some mystery about
Ray’s time in Afganistan and I hoped to find out more about it in The Last Hour.

I somehow knew that this book would break my heart, I knew I’d cry a lot while reading it, although I don’t
usually cry at books… I was expecting something big, something very bad, but nothing could have prepared
me for this.

I loved The Last Hour. Loved the story, the twists, the characters. And even if it broke my heart – and it was
bad – I’m sure I will read it again.

“I was home, with Carrie’s arms around me, and I couldn’t imagine a better place to be.”

Carrie and Ray are the perfect couple. They’re so intense, so in love, but they are struggling to live in an
imperfect world. They don’t have much time to be happy, to be young and free, to enjoy their feelings for
each other. But even if life throws huge boulders in their path, they somehow manage to see the best in what
they have.

"Life is fragile. Screw all that hesitant bullshit. We were going to go for it."

"At that moment, looking in Ray's eyes, I was as happy as I've ever been in my life."

Unfortunately, I can’t tell you anything more about the plot. This is the kind of book that you must read
without knowing much about it before you start. So I’ll try to tell you a little bit about how I felt while
reading it instead.



Well, I felt anger, a lot of anger: anger at life, at destiny, anger for the choices that some people make. I felt
joy for those who lived, and regret for the ones that were lost. I felt the helplessness that Carrie felt, and the
sorrow. But I also felt her strength, and Ray’s love, and the few happy moments that make their love story
one of the most beautiful I’ve ever read.

If there’s anyone that’s ever been worth crying over, it’s Ray…

I felt EVERYTHING! That’s how deep this story goes. It’s not the kind of book you can read in one sitting. I
couldn’t do it, because I wanted to examine all the scenes and analyze all the possibilities.

Like Charles reminds us all the time, in The Last Hour it’s all about choice. It’s the kind of book that makes
you think twice before making a decision, to make sure it’s the right one, because you might not have the
chance to change your mind.

"Sometimes you have to make choices, and they're imperfect, but they're the only choices you can make and
live with yourself."

I’d need a million stars to rate The Last Hour, and even if I had that many, I don’t believe they’d make it
justice.

"I'd been wrong. Life isn't cheap. Maybe we let it go too quickly. Maybe we take it for granted."

Happy reading!

***

GOD, I loved this book!
I can't say it was entirely perfect, because there's something there that ripped my heart out, and all of you will
sense it when you read it. But it's worth it!
I can't say I've finished it in one sitting, because that's not the kind of book you can read that way.
It's the kind of book that changes your perspective of life. I don't know what I could write about it in my final
review, because nothing I say can make it justice.

Rachel Schmidt says

I'M SO ANGRY RIGHT NOW!!!!!!

**THIS REVIEW CONTAINS SPOILERS**

I absolutely loved Carrie and Ray together and after everything that they went through in this book, the fact
that they didn't get their happy ending just really makes me so spittin mad!!!



The general idea of the book was great, although I don't really think the added stress and trauma of
everything Carrie was accused of added anything of benefit to the story. In fact, because there was so much
extra strife I was sure that there would be some miracle to pull Ray through in the end. But of course not!
Yes he did the right thing by saving the kid and yes that made him such a great person, but really?! The fact
that Ray chose to save the kid even though he knew it might ruin his chances of surviving should have
brought forth some grand miracle because HE DESERVED TO LIVE especially after everything he and
Carrie had already gone through! Also, now Carrie has to go on without him, raise their baby WITHOUT
HIM and it all just seems like overkill after EVERYTHING that went on!

Another thing that bothered me was the fact that I could definitely tell that the author was male, especially
when he was writing from Carrie's POV. Seriously? If I suspected that I was pregnant and got into a car
wreck, instead of just avoiding the CT I would have asked them make sure my baby was ok! I get the fact
that it wasn't confirmed and I get the fact that she was worried about Ray and Sarah, but still I'm sure most
other women would agree with me here.

Overall, this book was ok. I felt like everything went fast between the last book and this book (time wise)
and that Ray and Carried didn't have near enough time tougher for something this tragic to happen. I loved
the two of them together and it just kills me that they didn't get their happy ending.

I don't know about the rest of you, but I feel that life has so much heartbreak and tragedy already. When I
read I like knowing that the characters I'm investing my time in and getting to know are going to have a
HAPPY ENDING. Let just say that when I sat down and decided to read this book I wasn't expecting to end
up bawling all over the place giving myself a huge headache.

Shazza66 says

If I could this would be getting 100*

Charles you are a cruel cruel man with magnificent writing skills, there must have been so much research
done to complete this book.

I really don’t know where to start with this review and no matter what I write I could not do this book justice
anyway.

I can honestly say that this has taken me a week to write I am grieving along with Carrie, I feel like I have
been on the tallest, longest emotional rollercoaster of my life with no ending to it.

Myself and probably many more people are ignorant of what truly happens out there in Afghanistan. Our
soldiers go through life changing experiences that we do not understand or appreciate, after torturing myself
reading this book I now have a little more knowledge regarding this damn war, I am more educated now of
the emotional and mental trauma that occurs out there.

I feel like I have sat for hours in a waiting room with my sisters and yes they have become my sisters, how
much heartbreak can one beautiful couple go through in their short lives together.

Life is certainly fragile, life is full of WHAT IFS, our lives we sometimes take for granted.



“I don’t have a home without him” OMG get the tissues out yet again.

After finishing this book at 11.30pm it took me well over two hours to get to sleep, I woke up at 5.30am
crying because I had been dreaming about Ray. This book will definitely stay in my thoughts a very long
time. I am sobbing writing this review so I will leave it there.
Charles thank you totally blew me away.

Bren says

There are books in your lifetime that change the way you view the world. There been books I hold so dear
because of the emotions they evoke. Then their are those that I hold dear not only for the emotions but for
the life changing lessons they teach me. Those books remain timeless in my heart, Fahrenheit 451, The
Odyssey, Little Women, and now I am adding this book.

This book is priceless, timeless, and now forever epic in my heart. I can't say enough how many stars I wish I
could give this book, for 5 is nearly not enough.

  "I was only fourteen when September 11 happened, but I remember it so vividly it was like it was
yesterday..."

  But where does it start and where does it stop? One side hits, and the other side hits back, and pretty
soon you don't know what happened to start all the fighting in the first place.."

I adored Ray for this, he changed the cycle. I think anyone that is old enough to remember knows where they
were and how they felt the day 9/11 happened. Ray was 14, I was 18 and when I awoke the world had
stopped. The world was glued to the events of that day, and for the next few days everyone was like zombies.
I will always remember. That same year many of my friends joined the military. In 2003, the US invaded
Iraq and two of my friends never came home.

So when does it stop? Whether you believe in God, no god, many gods, the purple man.... we are all in the
end human. So when do you decide to be different? When do you see past the anger and hurt and realize that
we are all just human? ten fucking years this war has been going on, and the lines have been blurred so
much, what are we really fighting for ? There are no winners in war. We have to change how we think. One
person at a time. Ray didn't care to change the masses, it was just about making it right in his heart and mind
and getting justice for those who never even had a chance. Thats what your legacy truly is? how you lived
your life? People won't care what you wore, what you drove, or the end how much money you had. Your
actions and beliefs are what will define your history.



 and the ground lazily floated in a gentle circle thousands of feet below us. We reached out and took each
other's hands and fell together, eyes and hands locked as one.

  "Nothing can stop me from saying it. You're amazing. Wonderful. Fantastic. Beautiful. Smart. Funny.
Doctor Babe, your everything I've ever wanted in life.."

Ray and Carrie's love was fast and intense. They were two people who had seen so much of life already, they
were mature beyond their years. They met, they felt, and they knew. It was more than love at first sight. They
found each others twin flame. They both understood one another, and instantly knew that they were meant to
be. That is why, it felt like since day one, the odds were against them.

  It had only been three weeks or so, but the reality of him hit me all over again as we looked in each
other's eyes and embraced. Then his mouth was on mine and I forgot the time in between, I forgot the
distance, I forgot the Army and everything else other than this very moment.

Their happiness was very short lived. As soon as they had some peace, everything changed. Ray was accused
of a crime, and Carrie's new career seemed in jeopardy because of spoiled girl. It was like they could not get
a break. She was there for him and him for her through all that they endured.

 "Don't judge him, Detective. Ray did the right thing. Even if it cost him everything. Even if it cost us
everything"

Carrie stood by her man 100%. I can not say enough how much I admire Carrie, her strength, her bravery,
and her love for all her family. The courage she possessed is beyond me, weaker people would have crippled
under all the weight. It's at this moment that it angers me, because after all this, after the agonizing journey,
its a freaking car accident at in the end that holds their future. The accident is early in the book. Ray and
Sarah (Carries little sister) are in critical condition, Carrie and Jessica ( Sarah's twin) make it out ok. During
this time, although their unaware, Ray and Sarah are able to hear, see and feel their loved one, while they
wait for news. It also at this time that Carrie and Ray take us back in time through flashbacks of their lives
before each other and after. You will meet their families, friends, and experience their journey to get where
they currently are. Be ready with a box of tissues, because this story will pull all your heart strings. It a story
so beautiful and tragic all at the same time. There was a point that I realized, I might not be able to finish, my
eyes were so swollen. I had happy tears, sad tears, angry tears, and tears of utter frustration. Never have I felt
so much for two characters like Carrie and Ray.

I wanted to run outside when I finished and yell at the world. The unfairness of it all. I was angry, and then
in the morning I was at peace. I learned a lot about forgiveness, and doing the right thing. Even though
sometimes the right things takes you so far away from what you really want. Its pure selflessness, and in
truth more of what our world needs. Humanity needs to stop thinking about themselves as in a individual and
more as a whole. Ray didn't stop the war, he wasn't a hero the world would see, but he forever changed the



lives of those around him.

Andrea Randall says

"I'm waiting for you, soldier."

Those of you who have read "Just Remember to Breathe", by Charles Sheehan-Miles, will be thrilled to
know that "The Last Hour" follows Carrie Thompson (Alex's older sister, and the second oldest Thompson
sister) and Ray Sherman ("Weed", Dylan's best friend) who met amidst sparks while visiting Alex and
Dylan. If you haven't read JRTB, don't worry, you'll get to fall in love with these two immediately in The
Last Hour just like the rest of us :)

This book . . . I've never been so thoroughly gutted, rewired, and rearranged by a book in my entire life.

Charles will lead you on a journey that absolutely forces you to look *deep* inside yourself. You will see
what true love looks like: not just true love between two romantic partners, but true love of self, true love of
country, and true love for doing what is right.

"Doing what's right." What does that mean? For most people it means following the basic rules and laws and
moral codes set forth by society. In this story, we learn what it *actually* means. We learn that doing what is
right fires from deep within the spirit until there's no decision left, and it's just . . . done. Self sacrifice plays a
big role here. It's not about martyrdom; it's sometimes about putting certain things aside and focusing on
others because someone desperately needs you, and that's the right thing to do.

Forgiveness. Here's where I'm starting to get teary-eyed (like I was through most of the book). People hear
this term and sometimes think it means to let something go and move on. No. Forgiveness is about you, and
your spirit, and being able to live with yourself on a daily basis. To forgive others is a task in itself; to
forgive yourself? The journey can be long and dark, but the light is so beautiful.

This book is hard. It's unabashedly raw and breathtakingly beautiful. At the end, you will not be the same
person you were when you started. And that's the point. Of everything.

*I beta read for this book, which is why I"m able to share this review ahead of the targeted 5/15 release date*
For more information on The Last Hour, including exclusive sneak-peeks, please check out:

http://www.sheehanmiles.com/the-last-...

Arabella ~?AB?~ says

Wow, what a heart wrenching, emotional story.



In the third book of Charles Sheehan-Miles the Thompson sisters series we meet Ray and Carrie, who first
appeared in Just Remember to Breathe. The book starts with a car crash and then flits between past and
present as we hear of Ray and Carrie falling in love and the struggles they faced in their first months
together. Ray, in the middle of an Army investigation and Carrie, caught up in a work scandal.

It's hard to go into detail without spoiling it but I can tell you that it's beautifully written, incredibly
emotional and you are liable to cry buckets.

Charles Sheehan-Miles is officially in my top 5 favourite author list.

Lourdes Santin says

To be honest with all of you I'm a little mad with Mr. Sheehan-Miles right now....

I just cry my fare share for the next year or so but this book was so worth it...

Carrie finally finds the man of her dreams and this effing war that we are currently living doesn't help in the
slightest but she's strong and I believe is the most strong of all the Thompson sisters...

War so times is so useless and f**ck up so many people, our soldiers get home with PSTD all the time and
we don't know for sure what their experience have been there especially does in infantry, does who have to
be in the line of fire defending a country, our country, our home and they get home so damage...

I'm writing this and crying a little bit more because this book touch y very soul...

Enjoy this book, if you have read Just Remember to Breath or A Song for Julia you will love, love, love and
hate at the same time The Last Hour...

Guilty Pleasures Book Reviews says

Have you ever read a book that shook your emotions and made you feel raw from the heartache of the story?
I just finished reading The Last Hour by Charles Sheehan-Miles and I would have to say that it is a
heartbreaking, beautiful love story that is going to stay with me for a long time. The love story that develops
between Ray and Carrie was intense and strong for two people who just met but knew in their hearts that this
other person was THE ONE for them. Ray and Carrie met when he was in town visiting his friend Dylan,
and Carrie was also there to visit her sister Alex, Dylan’s girlfriend. One look said it all for Ray and Carrie.
Though they spent little time together that weekend, they stayed connected via phone calls and texting, and
built a real connection that quickly developed into a loving relationship they both wanted for the long run.
Unfortunately some serious difficulties make it hard for both Ray and Carrie, and they must pull strength
from their relationship to love and support as they get through this stressful time. What I took away from
their story is that you should never take for granted the time you have with loved ones and the choices we
make can have serious consequences that can definitely ripple through and affect many people.



It is a well written story and I loved how the author was able to weave both points of view of the main
characters, and how the past and the present flowed effortlessly back and forth throughout the book. It was a
slow build of the emotions that I felt for this couple, and it broke my heart at times and moved me to tears
during certain scenes. The whole plot was riveting with a few twists here and there kept me reading way into
the night because I couldn’t put it down. I can’t express enough how heartbreaking it was to finish it and
even hours later it still haunts me as I recall poignant scenes of Ray loving Carrie so much it still makes my
heart hurt. The Last Hour is written as a standalone and is part of the Thompson Sisters series, so you don’t
have to read the others first. However, I would recommend you do because with each new story the writing
gets better and you feel a growing attachment for each of the Thompson sisters. It may sound crazy that I
would recommend you read a story that will make you cry and hurt but it was one of the best stories I have
ever read.

Amanda purchased this book on her own.

M. ~ B&B says

Because you believed in me, I did too. And it was amazing. I touched the sky, and you at the
same time.

My emotions are all over the place right now. There are so many things this book made me feel, I don't know
where to start. This book has evoked some deep feelings/thoughts/emotions and I hope I'm coherent enough
to write them down.

I want to start by saying do not read any reviews if you haven't read the book yet (but if you must, this
review contains no spoilers, so it's safe to continue reading). I don't want you to risk being spoiled. This book
is such an emotional, beautiful, heart-wrenching and amazing book, I wouldn't want your reading experience
to be affected by knowing the events that will occur.

This is how many stars I wish I could give this book.

No book has ever affected me this deeply. There were so many beautiful themes woven through this story
and so many thought-provoking issues and events. I seriously need to reread this one day when my mind is
clear, so I can indulge in the beauty and wisdom that's in this story. What makes this book so powerful is
how realistic it is. Life can be hard, tough, rough, crude, painful and extremely unfair. With this book,
Charles Sheehan-Miles doesn't try to pretend otherwise.

The Last Hour is the third book in the Thompson Sisters series. Each book in the series tells the story of a
different sister. All books can be read as a standalone, so don't worry if you haven't read the first two books
yet.

This is the story of Ray and Carrie. It's not an easy story. It's an amazingly difficult and hard one. It's an ugly
and a beautiful story all at the same time.

Ray and Carrie meet when Ray has just come back from war in Afghanistan. Ray is Dylan's best friend and



Carrie is Alexandra's sister (Dylan and Alexandra are the main characters in Just Remember to Breathe).
They both feel a connection towards each other and explore it further in the days and weeks to come.

When you know, you know. What I know is that Ray is the first guy I've ever been with who
treated me as a partner. He’s the first guy I've ever been with whom I could see spending my
life with. And I’d risk anything for that.

Ray comes with a lot of baggage and issues. The war has come with many consequences that Ray will have
to face. The noble thing to do would be to not drag Carrie into his trouble, but he was falling hard for her.

I never thought I’d have someone like Carrie. She was beautiful, wild in bed, and a whole
hell of a lot smarter than I was. Courageous, compassionate. I’d never met anyone like her. I
remember tracing my fingers along the faint scar in her side, a scar left by a mountain lion,
and I couldn't do anything but have incredible admiration for this woman.

Carrie had made his life matter and gave meaning to it. There was no way he could let her go and move on
without her.

There was no way she could have known that she was becoming a lifeline for me, that my
best moments of peace were those moments when our world shrunk down to just the two of
us.

Ray and Carrie were perfect for each other. They were the most selfless, beautiful, caring, compassionate,
courageous and loving people ever. He taught her to touch the sky. She showed him love and unconditional
support.

If I could have bottled that moment and preserved it forever, I would have. I got a glimpse,
those few weeks, of the kind of life that might have been. The kind of life I wanted Carrie
and I to have together. But I think maybe I wasn't meant to have that kind of life.

Like I said, life is not fair and often times it's very fucking unfair. Ray and Carrie are forced to deal with very
stressful situations that have the possibility to tear them apart. Both get accused of things they didn't do that
could lead to the end of their freedom or career. Through it all, Ray and Carrie stuck together and gave each
other hope. They showed each other unconditional love and support. The faith they had in each other nearly
killed me.

Don’t worry about all of this. We’ll get through it together.

That's what they always said to each other. The good and the bad, they'd get through it together. And in the
midst of all the terrible, something even worse happens. On their way to the zoo, they get hit by a jeep and
Ray ends up in the hospital. His condition is serious and chances are he might not make it.

It wasn't fair. None of this was fair. I’d done everything right, my whole life. I’d taken care
of the people around me. I’d worked hard. I’d been honest. I’d been lonely, but mostly
happy. Until the day I saw Ray Sherman crossing the green at Columbia. Ray had turned my
life upside down, and made it mean more than I’d ever imagined. In the last nine months,



I’d experienced both the highest and the lowest points of my life. Everything was raw and
intense and sometimes truly horrible.

They had only had 9 months together of which 7 were absolutely stressful and hell. They were getting
through it together, but now Carrie has to face the possibility that he might not be there anymore to help her
through everything else.

“I've spent my entire life taking care of other people. And for a second there, it was like ... it
was like he was right here. Like I could feel him.” Her chin started to tremble, and then her
whole body shook. “I finally found someone who took care of me. And I’m so afraid I’m
going to lose him.”

While Ray's body is in the hospital, his soul is wandering around. In this book we get both Carrie's point of
view and Ray's point of view. The book starts with the car accident and takes us back in time to tell their
story through flashbacks.

I’d have done anything, anything in the world, to get back to her.

It kills Ray to see Carrie alone and hurting, but he doesn't know how to make her pain go away. And there's
nothing else he wants more.

I don’t have a home without him.

I’m waiting for you, soldier.

Needless to say, these scenes broke me. The fear, the hope, the unknown, it was all too much. I wanted so
bad for everything to be okay, for Ray to get better, for Carrie to see him open his eyes and smile again. I
was hurting right along with Carrie. I kept crying on and off with this book. I was so grateful for the
flashbacks, because the story would switch back to one of them when the present got too much for me to
handle.

Ten years from now you’re going to look back at this day and it’s going to mean everything.

Grab what happiness you can, while you can.

It's crazy to see how fragile life is. How everything can change within a matter of seconds. That when you
think you've been through hell and back, there will come a day that you'll realize you never knew what hell
really was. No matter how silly you may think some things are, try to appreciate them, because ten years
from now they will mean everything to you. Happiness is never guaranteed and it's not something we have a
right to. It's something that's being granted, so take it while you can.

I wanted to move on. Move on to the part where Ray wakes up and recovers from this
accident, move on to a place where we could be together.



How do you really know what hope can accomplish? Unless you try?

The war has destroyed many lives and has taken its toll on so many people. It has not only affected the ones
sent to war, but also the ones that stayed behind. Charles has done a tremendous job in showing what war
can do/does to people and to our world. Ray goes through some shit while he's in Afghanistan and he's faced
with a choice that can make all the difference. His decision is what sets the fall of dominoes in motion and
leads him to that hospital bed.

Sometimes you have to make choices, and they’re imperfect, but they’re the only choices you
can make and live with yourself.

Choices. That's what life's all about. It's what life is based on. Some things you can choose and some things
you have no choice in, but in the end everything can be backtracked to one single choice you made. It might
be irrelevant at the time you make the choice and you may not realize it. But that seemingly irrelevant choice
will set in motion a chain of events that will lead to where you are years from then.

Small moment, missed opportunities, things we don't see or pay attention to at the time
sometimes have a far bigger impact on our lives than we would have ever guessed in
advance.

How do you trace back the chains of responsibility to a point where you could pin it down
completely?

This story was about the choice to do the right thing and knowing what the right thing is. How much are you
willing to give up to be able to sleep with a clear conscience? The right thing is not always the easy thing to
do. Sometimes, the right thing may even be the hardest thing you'll ever have to do. But it's important that
you do it, because your soul matters. It's about being able to look in the mirror every day and be proud of
who you see. It's about being able to live with yourself and be proud of the choices you have made. Only
when your soul is at peace, you can live in your body.

In the end, he did the right thing, even though it cost him everything.

***
Original review the day after finishing the book:

Charles, what have you done to me? (view spoiler)

Lisa says

Oh my God. The amount of tears I shed for this book...
I'm a total wreck right now.



You know how you finish a great book and you just sit there, numb, while the world goes on without
realizing that you have been slain by a goddamn book and all you want to do is scream "I just died. I JUST
DIED!"?

Yeah that's what happened, except for screaming, I just curled up into a ball and bawled hard into my
blanket. The Last Hour was intense. It was overwhelming. It invoked so many emotions in me: anger, grief,
joy, sorrow, you name it. And I basically started crying at the beginning of the book all the way to the end.

I love how Carrie and Ray's relationship developed; although it's fast but it doesn't seem rushed at all too me.
They are merely two people who clicked and fell hard for each other from the moment they met.

"(...)that feeling that I could touch the sky? That’s exactly how you make me feel."

"I don’t have a home without him."

I love all their moments together. It's hard to see how their lives fell apart because of other people's actions,
and at one point I thought, "For the love of God, GIVE THEM A BREAK ALREADY!".

You see, when I was a few chapters into the book, I suddenly had a hunch about the whole story, about the
ending. And it scared the crap out of me because you see, my hunches are usually correct.

And it was correct.
I was so devastated when I got to the last couple of chapters, I could barely hold myself together.

TLDR; prepare a box of Kleenex and hold on for the ride. I had a freaking towel with me to mop my face.

Charles Sheehan-Miles just annihilated my heart with The Last Hour, and I wouldn't have it any other way.
Fantastic read. I know it's only May, but this is easily one of my favorite reads of the year.

Christy says

5 Heart wrenching stars!

In the movies, pivotal moments sometimes happen in slow motion; so you can appreciate every
detail, wonder at the tragedy or awesomeness of the moment. Real life doesn’t happen like that
at all: it happens all at once, your senses laid open bare, every single detail happening at once
while your mind takes it all in, as if your skin and clothes had been ripped off.

I’m so afraid to review this book. To give away anything would take so much away from the experience of
reading it for yourself. But I’ll try to get out some of my thoughts without spoiling anything.

The Last Hour is the story of Carrie Thompson and Ray Sherman. Two incredible characters. Ray is honest,



courageous, sweet and sexy. Carrie is brave, the care taker of her sisters, smart and sassy. I loved them both.
Their journey was emotional, heart wrenching and beautiful.

Everything comes down to the choices we make. The good choices, the bad choices, the hard choices, and
the right choices.

I made the right choice. No matter how much it hurt.

Charles Sheehan-Miles writing is phenomenal. There is no other way to describe it. His story telling skills
are outstanding. This story effected me so strongly, I am at a loss for words. I just can’t talk about my
feelings right now. Gutted isn’t a strong enough word. I was destroyed after reading this book. A book hasn’t
effected me this strongly in a while. I get emotional, I cry a lot. But the raw emotion I felt while reading this
was something else entirely.

I don’t want to say anything about the storyline, as I said before, you just need to experience it yourself. This
is one of the best books I’ve read this year by far. If you haven't read the Thompson Sister’s series, you are
missing out. CSM is one of the most talented authors I have had the pleasure of reading. It’s a heartbreaking
journey, but so worth the pain!

Kirsten P says

I’m going to start my review off with a warning: this book is going to take you on an emotional journey that
you are not likely to forget anytime soon. You will need tissues… and lots of them. There might even be a
need for some alcohol, or chocolate, or ice cream. Whatever it is that comforts you, make sure you have it
nearby, because I can promise you, you’ll need it. I was fortunate enough to beta read this book in February
and it is still with me EVERY DAY. I am not joking. This story is so REAL. The themes here are so
substantial. It might sound unbelievable, but it really has been life changing. It has caused me to actually re-
evaluate, and take a closer look into myself, and my opinions on sacrifice, love, redemption and forgiveness.
Finally it’s about the choices we make in life, and no matter how big or seemingly small they are, they
always make an impact.

 "Sometimes you have to make choices, and they're imperfect, but they're the only choices you can make
and live with yourself."

So we are immediately thrown back into the world of Carrie Thompson. If you haven’t met her before…
don’t worry. While this book is part of a series, each one is written as a stand-alone so you will be able to
pick this one right up and know exactly who’s who and what is what, so to speak. We were first introduced
to Carrie and Ray (aka Weed) in Just Remember to Breathe. Yes, it was Alex’s and Dylan’s story but, I fell
in love with Ray within moments of being introduced to him. He’d just come home from Afghanistan and
he’s by his best friend’s side helping him get through a difficult time. He’s strong, loyal, and level headed,



and I just want to give him a big hug for being there for Dylan. Carrie is, of course, Alex’s sister. She is the
sister that keeps everyone together, the glue to their family, and I love her. Carrie has been playing the
mother role to her younger siblings for years now. The bond between these girls is very deep. She happens to
be visiting Alex when Ray is there and the sparks… they fly. It seemed only natural that Ray and Carrie
would get together in Just Remember to Breathe. They are kindred spirits, and I was so anxious for their
story. I needed to know that they could make a way to be together. They were such good people, always
taking care of others, so I wanted them to take care of each other. I needed them to have their “happily ever
after.”

Within minutes of starting The Last Hour, you are literally a bystander in a horrific accident that has just
taken place. I do mean literally. Mr. Sheehan-Miles paints such a vivid picture that I am standing next to that
car watching as Carrie and Ray and Carrie’s twin sister’s Jessica and Sarah are in a terrible accident. What
follows this accident can only be described as poignant.

As the hours after the accident unfold, we go from present day, to back in time and re-visit the months since
Carrie and Ray met. This story is told in a dual POV which I LOVED. Getting inside both Carrie’s and
Ray’s minds was phenomenal, and it helped me to understand Ray and his choices so much more. This story
is so heartwarming and beautiful at times. Watching Carrie and Ray fall in love, and take on life together
seriously made my heart happy. But as with real life, not everything is perfect, and wonderful. Ray has just
returned from Afghanistan, and we know something devastating and life-changing happened to him while he
was there. It’s eating away at him, and he is so desperate to right the wrong. Unfortunately, sometimes when
it rains, it pours. Carrie is also facing her own problems. She is trying to clear her name after a jealous
colleague has made unfounded accusations against her that threaten her entire career. Some of these
moments are heart wrenching. My heart aches for both Carrie and Ray. They constantly remind each other
that they’ll  “get through this together,”  and I cling to those words for dear life throughout this story. Carrie
and Ray are faced with difficult, life altering choices, and my heart is so heavy with the decisions that need
to be made.

I’m really trying not to give anything away in this review. This book needs to be experienced by the reader. I
will tell you that Carrie’s and Ray’s relationship is so genuine and loving. Carrie opens up her soul to Ray
knowing she has placed it in good hands.

 “I finally found someone who would take care of me.”

Ray is such a stand-up guy in this book at a time when so few are. I admit to swooning over service-men
IRL. Regardless of what your opinions are on the military, there are over a million men and women who are
willing to put their lives on the line to protect your freedom. Ray is the epitome in my mind of what a soldier
should be; strong, trustworthy, courageous and loyal.

This is a story that will have you looking deep inside yourself. It will have you questioning your beliefs and
opinions on many subjects. It will stretch you. This book is not taking you on an easy journey. Nevertheless,
it is one that you will want to go on. Charles would tell you that this is by no means a “love story.” I
probably would have agreed with him at first. Now having a little bit of distance from it, I would have to
respectfully disagree. No, it’s not your conventional love story, but every decision is made based on love and
what is thought to be “right.” I might not agree with some of the choices, I can even admit to having a
difficult time understanding them, but I know they are made by a loving, compassionate person, who is just
trying to do the right thing.

I feel as if the Thompson sisters are part of my family. I’ve experienced their highs and lows with them.



We’ve laughed and cried a ton. I am connected to them on a deep level, and that is just a credit to Charles’
writing. I have loved the other Thompson sister’s books, but this one is just in a league of its own. It will
easily be one of my all-time favorite reads.


