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Secrets of the sea have never been sexier than this.

Ever since the death of her parents, Miranda has lived on Whym Island, taking comfort in the local folklore,
which claims a mysterious sea witch controls the fate of all on the island and in its surrounding waters.
Sometimes it’s just easier to believe things are out of your control.
     But then a terrible boating accident takes the lives of several of her friends, and Miranda is rescued by a
mysterious boy who haunts her dreams. Consumed by guilt from the accident, she finds refuge in late-night
swims—and meets Christian, a boy who seems eerily familiar, but who is full of mystery: He won’t tell her
where he is from, or why they can only meet at the beach. But Miranda falls for him anyway…and discovers
that Christian’s secrets, though meant to protect her, may bring her nothing but harm.
     Seductive and compelling, Wrecked brings a contemporary, paranormal twist to a classic enchanting tale.
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From Reader Review Wrecked for online ebook

Haya says

...

Mild spoilers, maybe. Dunno what your definition of "spoiler" is...but a warning's nice anyway, no?

First things first: I liked Wrecked, but with every book there are flaws, and this one is full of 'em. It would've
been better if these flaws were slight and unnoticeable, but unfortunately, that wasn't the case.

Wrecked is a good enough read. It kept me intereseted; yet, at the same time, it confused me as hell. I liked
Miranda, and I felt for her, the pain she goes through, and her struggle to go through her life under the stares,
whispers, insults and glares from the people areound her. Her grandma's annoying, but I get that she wants
what's best for her grandchild, and I wanted to hug Teddy. I liked Christian, too; unfortunately, we don't
know much about him, which is sad since some of the chapters are told from his perspective.

As I read Wrecked I couldn't help but notice that the book doesn't focus primarily on the mermen and their
lives and laws; hell, nowhere near close; however, it would've been nice if the author expounded a bit on that
area as a favor for people who get so easily confused as I do. No matter, though (I guess). The book also
doesn't focus on the other survivors, or how they went through the whole thing. It focuses on Miranda's past,
present and future.

The story, too, is slow in some areas, and as fast as lightning in others. It's like, one moment, Christian's
yelling for someone to save Miranda, the other, the yacht's on fire, and another, Eleanor is thanking Christian
for saving Miranda when she didn't trsut him at the beginning and there is no place in the story where he
earned her trust.

The romance was unbelievable. I mean, c'mon! Christian seems like the guy who'd fall in love instantly,
from what I know about him, but Miranda, not quite. They barely speak to each other. All they do is swim,
kiss, smile and sleep, say "Me luvs yew!" and ask a few questions here and there. That's why the ending came
as a complete surprise for me (probably others as well). But at the same time, it was abrupt. It's like, It's like
you're watching someone walking on the beach and then poof! they're gone, and you're left with this  What
the fuck just happened?   face and start blinking continuously, wondering if you'd been dreaming or not. Oh,
well. I just hope the author wouldn't write a sequel, because that would just ruin it.

Rose says

I'm gonna be real honest.. I hated this book! For me it had so many wth moments and not in a good way.
Very rarely do I ever come across a book that I dislike. I've often come across books that have had more bad
then good reviews and found that I quite enjoyed them but with Wrecked I had none of that. When it comes
to the description in the writting I had difficulty at times understanding the descriptions and well as figuring
out who was talking in the book and found myself going back to re-read parts trying to figure out what the



heck had just happend. I felt like it was slow at times when it needed to rush and to fast at the times when
more detailing was needed. Sometimes quite honestly I became so bored with it, that I felt like throwing it
across the room and never looking back! The whole situation with Miranda's surviving friends as well as
school staff and locals was at times exasperating and for me the whole "we hate you despite the fact that it
was obviously an accident attitude" quickly got old and annoying. I found it hard to believe that there wasn't
one sympathetic soul towards Miranda on the whole entire island, despite the fact that it was proven she had
no drugs or alcohol in her system to have caused the accident. The grandmother was downright cruel at times
by forcing her to put herself out there in situations where she was constantly belittled and bullied, at times
right in front of her because she thought it was the "best way to move forward" WTH!! I could go on all day
but moving on to the end I felt like the death of the story villan was way to easy and ridiculous, I mean
really? The mighty and powerful sea witch was killed so fast and easily when they threw a few little matches
at her and she lit up fast and quickly like she had taken a bubble bath in unleaded that day? WTH! No
punches? No action? I was baffled and horribly dissapointed, all I cound think of was that's it?? The end of
the story was too blah! So she moved to Arizona never to see the guy that went as far as killing the powerful
ruler of the sea to save her and that was it... WTH?? By the looks of the ending I don't think it will have a
sequel but I honestly felt cheated out of a good conclusion to this story. What happend to the down below
now that Sephie was dead? Who ruled now that she was gone? Could there had been a way to set the souls
that Sephie so cruely collected free? Was Christian accepted back without reprecausions since he killed
Sephie? So many unaswered question and such a waste of my time. Like I said, I don't think it will have a
sequel but if it does, I'm not reading it.

Nila Smith says

2.5 stars.I honestly have no words. I can't believe I wasted my time on such a horrible book. The plot was
bad and the characters were annoying.

*Lily's* says

This book just got me mad and frustrated. I expected more, it sounded interesting at first but then as I kept
reading, I wanted Miranda to do something, to not let people treat her badly, to not let them talk about her,
she really needed to stand up for herself. And when I thought she would she would just back down and let
people boss her around and tell her what to do.

I didn't like Gray, she was a bitch, her grandma was the same, but Miranda was okay with it ugh .I guess the
only person I kind of liked was Christian, he was okay, yeah he was send to kill Miranda but (view spoiler). I
also didn't like how this book ended, I thought they would (view spoiler), what the hell

Marie says

   DISAPPOINTING IS AN UNDERSTATEMENT.

  SERIOUSLY.

I read this book for an ending that was well to put it lightly- CRAP, PATHETIC  & Yeah why not?  SHIT.



Honestly. This poor girl- Miranda- has been through losing all her friends, the boy she loves and felt
unwelcome even in her own school. Her parents are dead and everything has changed in her life.

She feels like a murderer; since she was driving the boat the night everything happened.
And to top it off she now has an evil sea witch after her wanting her soul.

And the author couldn't even give her a happy ending. Couldn't give us readers an ending to end our
sympathy and grief? Are we worth so little?

I'm sorry it was all going OK, not going to say great since nothing exciting really happened. But it was
OK ya'know. Could have been better with a twist or a GOOD ENDING even.
Now I have I give it 2 stars for lack of originality, entertainment and satisfying ending.

It would have been good if Fletcher survived at the end or something. And Christian could have toddled back
to the sea. But no. We are left with this. NOT HAPPY.

Seeing Double in Neverland says

For Full Review go to http://seeingdoubleinneverland.blogsp...

3 out of 5 stars

Part of the book I loved and the part of the book was repetitive and drawn out!

Dark Faerie Tales says

Review courtesy of Dark Faerie Tales

Quick & Dirty: This book has an interesting premise but fails to deliver it in a satisfying manner, relying
heavily on exposition to get the mood across while slowing down the story.

Opening Sentence: In many ways Whym Island is like any of the hundreds of tiny islands dotting the South
Carolina coast.

The Review:

I’m going to start out by saying that this book has one of the worst synopses ever. I read it and was totally
uninterested in this book, mainly because it doesn’t sell itself. When I started reading there was so much
more they could’ve worked with and chose not to. Maybe it’s because the book’s so short or it could be
because the story seems so simple they thought putting hints in the synopsis was a bad idea. Whatever the
reason, I have a feeling a lot of readers are going to pass this story up because of everything the back copy
doesn’t say.

Soul-stealing sea witch, Atlantis-like sunken world, hidden secrets of Whym Island. All those things are
interesting and exciting, while the back copy emphasizes the fact that some of Miranda’s friends died and



Christian is a dreamboat. While all the death Miranda’s experienced in her life, her grief definitely dominates
her character, but that’s not the entire story.

When Miranda’s boat loses its navigation system just as a storm rolls in, they can’t get around the island to
dock. Lightening strikes the boat and jumping becomes their only plan. When her boyfriend Fletch forces her
overboard, Miranda and her friends are drowning. Until an arm wraps around her and drags her to the
surface, and a body shushes her as he pulls her towards shore. Miranda survives with a massive cut, but four
of her friends die and Fletch is in a coma. A coma Miranda knows in her heart he won’t be coming out of.
She can’t remember the boy who saved her life, but she can remember his shimmering skin and the way his
arms made her feel safe.

Christian, the boy who saves Miranda, has some pretty massive problems of his own. A betwixtman, neither
merman or human, saved Miranda on the day of his Surfacing — the night he turned eighteen, a right of
passage where he finally became a man — and now has to deal with the consequences. The sea witch Sephie,
who the inhabitants of Up Above think of as a local legend, is all too real Down Below. The sea witch is
furious Christian lost one of her souls and makes a deal. He can live as long as Miranda’s soul is where it
belongs within the week — meaning, as long as Christian kills her. Otherwise she’ll take his soul in her
place.

We’re torn between Miranda who’s living with survivor’s guilt, wondering why she’s the one who got to live
while Fletch is stuck living on a tube, and Christian who doesn’t want to take back the life he saved. The
worlds of Up Above, In Between and Down Below begin clashing as Miranda and Christian find themselves
together again.

As I said, the back copy put this book is a disadvantage from the get go because I started the book
uninterested. When I start a book with the predisposition it’ll be bleh, I have to wonder how it affects my
impression of the overall book. Wrecked didn’t blow me out of the water by any means, I wasn’t a huge fan
of the writing style, which relied heavily on info-dumping to develop the backstory and character
relationships. What I was a fan of was the mixture of mythological creatures and an underwater world —
Atlantis has always been a favorite myth of mine. The writing and style of this book is really what knocked it
down to a two rating, but the story was much more interesting than I originally expected it to be. If you like
the current mermaid trend that’s been replacing vampires in YA novels these days, you might like Wrecked.
It’s not the best example of a mermaid romance I’ve read this summer, but it’s short and easy to read.

Notable Scene:

“There was a storm. And she was trapped, and I knew it was wrong, but I thought…I thought it would be all
right if I saved her,” Christian said in a small voice. The truth was, he hadn’t been thinking at all in the
moment that he’d set the girl free, all he knew was that if he hadn’t done something, he wouldn’t have been
able to live with himself.

Sephie laughed, the noise sounding like a hiss and a bark. “Well, that’s where our miscommunication lies.
Because it wasn’t all right that you saved her. I wanted her soul. I wanted all their souls. But I’m letting you
off easy,” she said, not letting go of her grip on his arm.

“Thank you,” Christian said.

“I need her soul. I’ll collect the rest in my own time, but he soul is on you. You have one week.”



FTC Advisory: Simon & Schuster Books for Young Readers provided me with a copy of Wrecked. No
goody bags, sponsorships, “material connections,” or bribes were exchanged for my review.

Once Upon a Twilight says

Miranda is a teenage girl who lives with her brother and grandmother on Whim Island, after the loss of both
of her parents as a child. She is popular and well-liked, until she’s involved in a tragic boating accident. With
the loss of several young lives in the accident, most of the town blames Miranda because she was steering at
the time. They are all suspicious as to how she survived. I just found that part of the story a little ridiculous.
Every adult on the Island is on the same page and blame the accident on her. No one has any sympathy for
the poor girl, who has just lost friends too.

She survived the accident because she was actually saved by a merman named Christian. He was breaking
rules by surfacing and he was so drawn to her that he couldn’t stop himself from saving her. And only her. I
found Christian’s character to be very one dimensional. As much as I tried to like him, I just didn’t connect
with him at all throughout the story. As he and Miranda got to know each other and I suppose fell in love, I
felt no sparks through the storyline. There wasn’t a significant moment for me where the characters evolved
and I desired to know more about them.

The one thing I did like about “Wrecked” was the cover. The photo of Miranda and Christian surrounded by
silvery splashes of water and the bright blue title was what drew me into wanting to read it. It’s very eye-
catching. I simply wish the characters were a little more developed and like able, so that I could give the
story a higher rating. Unless you just have some time to kill and want something light to read, I wouldn’t
recommend this book.

review link: http://www.onceuponatwilight.com/2012...

Sarah says

(Source: I borrowed a copy of this book.)
“Whym Island: some things have to be seen to be believed”

17-year-old Miranda is looking forward to chilling out with her friends over the summer before they go their
separate ways to college, when disaster strikes.

Driving her boat home with her friends on board, (they live on a small island) a storm sets in suddenly, and
her boat gets hit by lightning. Thrown overboard by her boyfriend in an effort to save her, Miranda is
drowning when she is saved by the mysterious Christian. Unfortunately though her friends aren’t as lucky,
and with three friends dead, herself and two others injured and her boyfriend in a coma, the small island
community where Miranda lives turns on her.

Struggling just to get herself out of bed in the morning, Miranda is trying and failing to come to terms with
what has happened, until she once again meets Christian.

Christian is a ‘Betwixtman’ – kind of like a merman, but he has legs. Christian just couldn’t let Miranda



drown when he saw the accident, and now Sephie – the witch of the sea is angry. Christian has deprived her
of Miranda’s soul, and she wants it. If Christian doesn’t kill Miranda and bring Sephie her soul within 7
days, then Sephie will take his soul instead. But can Christian really kill Miranda though? Especially when
he finds himself falling in love with her.

This is my first mermaid-type book, and I really enjoyed it! It kind-of reminded me a little of ‘the little
mermaid’ (the Disney version), with Christian being given a time frame to retrieve what the evil sea-witch
wanted. I really liked this storyline though, and it was believable and interesting.

I felt so sorry for poor Miranda. She had had such an awful experience. Not only had three of her friends
died, two more been injured, and her boyfriend was brain-dead and in a coma, but she had also been the one
driving. Even though the accident wasn’t her fault, the entire school and island treated her like a murderer.
She was treated like a total outcast, repeatedly told not to bother people or even look at people, and it was
made clear on a daily basis that she wasn’t wanted at her school. This really pushed Miranda to her limits,
and her grief, depression, and feeling of helplessness was clearly evident.

Christian felt an instant attraction to Miranda, which didn’t fade with time. Why he ever agreed to a deal
with Sephie I don’t know because it was obvious to me that he would never be able to kill Miranda when he
previously had been unable to stand back and watch her drown. He did his best to help Miranda rather than
anything, and ultimately lost in his dealings with the sea witch.

As much as I liked this book ,I did have a couple of niggles with the story, for a start the blurb began with
‘Secrets of the sea have never been sexier than this’ but in truth there was actually very little romance at all,
with the characters only really kissing twice. I also found it quite strange that Miranda claimed she ‘only felt
safe whilst swimming’ when she had nearly drowned, and three of her friends actually had drowned!
(view spoiler)

Ultimately though I enjoyed this book, and would recommend it to anyone who likes young adult paranormal
romance. I read this book in one sitting and wanted more!
9 out of 10.

Leigh Collazo says

More reviews at Mrs. ReaderPants.

WHAT I LIKED: With its beautiful and eerie island setting, Wrecked is easy enough to get into. I love the
descriptions of Whym Island's sandy beaches, salty winds, crashing ocean waves, and evening storms. I love
all the island superstitions about the sea witch, who turns out to be real. When the boating accident happens,
readers can really feel Miranda's survivor guilt and her self-doubt about how the accident happened.

The sea-lore, the stories of Sephie, and the island superstitions really helped set the story's eerie tone. I love
the premise of a "betwixtman" who illegally saves a human girl marked for death and who is given a week to
"right his wrong" against the sea witch by killing the girl. I wish the sea lore and history of betwixtmen were



better explored; it would have enriched an otherwise unremarkable story.

WHAT I DIDN'T LIKE: I struggled with the way Miranda's classmates and teachers treat her after the
accident. I can see some kids being openly mean to her; it's high school, after all. But for her teachers, coach,
guidance counselor, and principal to isolate her the way they do (one teacher even skips her when handing
out tests!), is absolutely not realistic. There is no reason to suspect that Miranda's boating accident was
anything but an accident. Miranda's pain is physically obvious--she loses weight, won't eat, has dark circles
under her eyes and tangled hair. She's on crutches with a long, red scar twisting its way up her leg. It's clear
this young girl is in serious emotional pain, yet no one bothers to be anything but hateful to her. The
townspeople even isolate the grandmother and Teddy, who clearly have done nothing wrong. I just don't buy
that so many people would be that horrible, even on a small, tight-knit island community.

Miranda's insta-romance with Christian lacks chemistry. I get that Christian is cute and saved her life, but
really, shouldn't it bother Miranda that he seems to be homeless, wears the same cargo pants every day (no
mention of a shirt), does not attend school or have a family, and doesn't appear to have a last name? Their
conversations are stilted, consisting largely of Christian repeating Miranda's questions back to her. Miranda
snuggles up to him and sleeps on his chest after they only met a few hours before. The next day, she kisses
him out of the clear blue, even as her beloved boyfriend lies comatose in the hospital.

Finally, we come to the editing, which is so poor and sloppy that I found myself paying more attention to
errors and inconsistencies than I did to the actual story. Errors in syntax include misplaced quotation marks
and at least two instances of "different than" (a pet peeve of mine). When reading dialogue between two
characters, I often had to reread passages because I couldn't figure out who was talking or when the speaker
stopped talking (end punctuation sometimes missing entirely). In other passages, two paragraphs of dialogue
could be from the same character, even though the first paragraph might be only one sentence. Overuse of
phrases like "I'm fine" or "it's fine" or simply "Fine" made me roll my eyes every time I saw them, and I
groaned every time a character ended a sentence with a question mark. And could we please, please stop
shushing each other? As a librarian, I am opposed to shushing in any form, and several characters, especially
Christian the Word Wizard, "shh" each other repeatedly.

Editors also missed lots of problems with plot details. For example, during one of her nighttime swims,
Miranda is swimming in her bra and panties, but a couple of paragraphs later (in the same scene), she is
wearing an old Speedo bathing suit. Christian twice notices the boat Sephie for the first time, and I don't
know how Christian's eyesight is sharp enough to see a woman's platinum hairdo and the gilt-painted name
on the side of her boat from a long distance. I expect errors when reading ARCs, but I read the publisher's
hardcover. How many editors read this book before publication? Why did no one catch such glaring
inconsistencies?

THE BOTTOM LINE: Seafarer's lore and Miranda's psychological turmoil in the story's first half are not
enough to redeem the rushed romance, syntax errors, and plot inconsistencies of the second half. Not
recommended at all.

STATUS IN MY LIBRARY: So not getting it. If I still taught English, I might use it to demonstrate the
importance of good editing.

READALIKES:  Vicious Deep  (Cordova);  Lies Beneath , Of Poseidon (Banks)



Jess(ToTheMoonAndBackReviews) says

I came across this book from a website called Pulse It, thankfully it allows me to read a book for free in
exchange for a review.

I was pleasantly surprised when this tale of superstition of a small rich town turned out to be a page turner I
didn't want to get off the computer for. I love the feel that the author was able to create, the way the town is
woven, the inhabitants of it was pure genius. Coming from a small town myself I know exactly how it feels
where your every move is watched and cataloged, where who you know and how you act can determine how
good a life you live.

So I know when Miranda and her friends invoke the wrath of the sea witch Sephie that curses the island
water's and her the lives of several of her friends occurs the night she is driving a boat, I couldn't help but
have my heart break as she was faced with being ostracized.

The townsfolk already thought that Miranda was cursed after her parent's died when she was a child, so
when her friends die on the water as well, the whispers turn to ugly glares and accusation's, that an accident
wasn't so much an accident. After all, why did she live?

Miranda's answer is simple, a glowing boy saved her. Her glowing boy just so happens to be Christian, a
betwixtmen who falls in love at first sight with the girl and feels compelled to save her, despite the
consequences that comes with defying the Queen of the Down Below, Sephie, who wants her souls.

This book is beautifully written, a master piece of superstition woven to an ending you won't see coming. It
was the ending that made the book for me, I definitely sat back in awe.

Tabitha (Bows & Bullets Reviews) says

The review is also available on my blog, Bows & Bullets Reviews

***WILL DEFINITELY CONTAIN FUCKING SPOILERS***

This whole ranty review is written on the presumption that this novel is a standalone. If I find out that it has a
sequel, I **might*** bump the star rating up one, but that won’t be much improvement. On the whole, I was
disappointed in this novel. The gorgeous cover promised a good mermaid story and it just didn’t deliver.
Miranda has a wonderful life on the island of Whym until a tragic boating accident kills four of her friends
and leaves her boyfriend in a coma. After this accident, everyone turns against her. They all blame her
because it was her boat and she was driving. This was hard to believe. When I say everyone, I do mean the
entire town save her grandmother and her little brother. It’s like they had secret town meetings on how best
to humiliate her. I just find it hard to believe that so many rational adults would shun a teenager who is by all



rights recovering from her own injuries and grieving the loss of her friends.

Putting that aside, Miranda is saved during the accident by Christian, a betwixted man (a form of merman),
who sees her drowning and is so drawn to her that he can’t let her die. After this, the ruler of the merpeople,
Sephie, claims that she wanted all the souls and demands Christian kill Miranda and bring back her soul. As
you can guess, enter the starcrossed lovers scenario. Christian goes Up Above to attempt to kill Miranda, but
just can’t bring himself to do it. The two are instantly attracted to one another and Miranda spends every
possible moment with him. This whole thing culminates with Sephie luring the town to her boat for a gala
where she plans on killing Miranda and Christian as well as the other survivors from the wreck. Somehow
Miranda manages to light Sephie’s boat on fire and the sea witch supposedly burns to death.

This all powerful sea witch is taken down by a miniscule teenager? I don’t buy it. Beyond that, Miranda’s
grandmother has staged an intervention where they basically tell her that she has gotten out of control and
they are shipping her to boarding school. Seriously? Give the girl some time to breathe and heal! All the
relationships just seem twisted and unrealistic to me. I was very disappointed.

To make matters worse, it has a terrible ending. Christian was only allowed to roam freely on land to claim
Miranda’s soul for Sephie and now must return to the ocean or die. So that’s how it ends, Christian returns to
the water and Miranda is off to boarding school in Arizona…far away from the ocean. The fucking end.
Yeah, see this face? It’s not a happy gnome face!

Ducky says

1.5 stars

What the hell (I'm trying to keep my language civil, here) was that? It was a mediocre excuse for a mermaid
tale, at best. Oh look, I answer my own rhetorical questions. How pathetic.

Crap, crap, this was utter crap. I cannot even begin to convey how awful this was. I cannot even begin to
explain to you why I chose to pick this book up and then proceeded to actually finish it. It felt like the author
was telling me what the characters felt--I don't enjoy being treated like a stupid reader, thank you very much.
Yes, I understand that boyfriend number #1 (I forgot his name) isn't the love of our protagonist's life (I forgot
her name too), so stop shoving your not-so-subtle hints down my throat! I enjoyed the idea behind the ending
in theory ((view spoiler)), but Davies most certainly did not pull it off. The characters were also
unbelievable--why does everyone hate her (I think her name starts with an m...) after her friends die in an
accident? It clearly wasn't her fault. Why was her grandmother so deluded, and why does the protagonist
magically forgive her in the end? There was absolutely no mystery whatsoever, every character fell flat (and
went splat!), and the romance was puke-inducing. It was bad. Trust me when I say that.

I could probably go on forever, but I honestly don't want to waste any more of my time on this piece of...

*sighs*

I don't know why I do this to myself--I'm attracted to a pretty cover, even though I know that nothing
substantial exists underneath. I think I need help.



Jessi (Novel Heartbeat) says

From my blog Auntie Spinelli Reads

Let me just say right now that I didn't read the whole thing (made it to page 169, little more than halfway),
but this still isn't totally a DNF for me because I skimmed the last half and read the ending. So I can, in all
fairness, give it a one starfish rating.

I do not want to hear even ONE more person compare this book to The Little Mermaid. The only thing
remotely similar was that the mermaid (in this case merman) saw the human and became obsessed. Oh, and
there was an evil sea witch. Other than that, this book has absolutely nothing to do with the wonderful
Disney story that I love so much.

The first problem I had with this book is that it was slow. God awful, spoon my eyes out SLOW. I was bored
to tears for the majority and had to force myself to return to reading. Except for the boat "wreck" 25 pages in,
there was basically nothing happening. There was WAY too much filler and not enough plot. I really don't
give an ass rat's about Miranda's life story or her friends' dating escapades.

The second major problem - the blaming. Okay, I understand that Miranda was actually driving the boat, but
can she really be blamed for a total freak accident? The only reason that would in fact point to her was ...she
was driving. Uhh.....okay? That's it? Riiiiight. She tested negative for drugs and alcohol. But I guess nobody
else in this book had any logic, because she was confronted with outright hostility from EVERYONE. Even
her boyfriend's parents, who she supposedly had a close relationship with. Even her teachers and the
guidance counselor? Come on now. I can understand her blaming herself, but not everyone else. Sure, the
thought might cross their minds, but for the school to basically suggest that she shouldn't come back? That
was a little too outlandish for me.

There was seriously almost 100 pages of this. Just straight moping and blaming. Everyone acts like she's
cursed and stares at her while simultaneously avoiding her. A nurse actually crosses herself - seriously? Like
she's the devil because she was involved in an accident? The other friends involved hate her: one girl says, "I
think you've done enough," and another girl's parents say, "Stop calling for the sake of all of us," and a guy
says, "Stay away from me. Because of you they're gone. Can't you just leave us alone?" Okay, she lost 4
friends too. She was in the accident too. She got injured too! Good Lord.

Then, her brother (her own brother!) tells her she's been weird because she a) has a hysterical meltdown at a
tribute to her friends and runs away crying and b) she finally snaps at her bitchy-ass grandma. Um? The
grandma kinda had it coming anyway, and either way SHE JUST LOST 4 FRIENDS. I think she has the
right to a bit of a breakdown. But that's just me.

Now, for the romance obsession. Oh for the love of kittens!! Miranda and Christian didn't officially meet
until page 150. PAGE ONE HUNDRED AND FIFTY. Like I said, too much filler. Anyway,
creepystalkerdude does his creepy stalking from the water, and she sees him (again). They say hi, exchange a
few sentences, take a swim together, then go cuddle on the beach. *whips head around* Whaaat? Yeah, you
heard me. "Hi, you're hot, let's spoon!!" Sorry but if I met some guy (no matter how hot) that was randomly
out in the water of a deserted beach at night with no car or boat in sight, I don't think I'd want to get cozy
with him. But maybe that's just me?



As if that wasn't bad enough, LITERALLY 18 pages after they meet, this line:
Killing Miranda would mean his own soul would die. He had fallen in love that quickly.
STALKING SOMEONE FROM THE WATER DOES NOT EQUAL LOVE. This was the final straw for
me. I skimmed through the rest and read the ending, only to find that I was indeed not missing anything.
Christian drops the M bomb, Miranda freaks out and runs away... while screeching hysterically and ripping
her hair out (okay I made that up). Then, after a conversation with Coral in which she's told "that boy is bad
for you," she goes running back to him...with stars shining in her eyes and her heart beating a merry rhythm
(alright, I made that up too)...aaand they proceed to make out. Um? Huh. Right. Anyway...

Other irritating parts:
"Well, you could have told someone. You could have talked to the police and told them what you saw. And
you could have let me know. I thought I was crazy, kept having all these visions of you. I didn't know if you
were real or what had happened. I had so many nightmares," she said, tears finally falling.
"Shhhh...," Christian said, reaching to pull her body toward his. Miranda began to push him away, but he
continued to make the shushing sound, and finally, she relaxed into his shoulder.
Nevermind that you're not listening to me and you don't have a reason, you're hawt! *hold me*

"I miss them. So much. So, so much," Miranda said dully. "And I just don't understand. How did you save
me? Fletch threw me overboard and then...?"
"Shhh," Christian said, continuing to rub her back, "Shhh."
SOMEBODY PLEASE PUNCH THIS GUY IN THE FACE. I mean, er, uhh...just shutup and hold me!

(in the same page as the L word confession, 18 pages after they meet)
When Miranda fell asleep on his chest, he felt something tug at the very core of his being. It wasn't his heart,
and it wasn't his lungs, constricting from too much oxygen. Those were all physical symptoms. This was
something different, an unseen force that was telling him how much he needed Miranda, and how much she
needed him.
No, not needed.
It was more than that, when Miranda slept next to him, in his arms, he felt that she and he were one and the
same - killing her would be killing part of himself.

Yeah, that about sums it up. There really wasn't anything else happening to speak of. There's a revelation
about a character 300 pages in that I figured out as soon as she was introduced on page 100something. Um,
hello, her yacht's name was Sephie for crying out loud!

Honestly, I was kind of hoping that the evil sea witch would smite Christian and Miranda both and we could
all go about our merry way. But alas, the outcome of that battle was predictable. And then the ending was
terrible. Uhh okay? Just like that? Whatever dude. Toodles.

ASSESSMENT
Plot: 1/5
Writing style: 1/5
Very, very dry.
Characters: 1/5
Pace: 1/5
Cover: 5/5
False advertisement? :(



NOT FOR ME.

Jenny says

Wrecked is a heavier read than initially expected, our preconceived notions thanks to Disney of under-the-
sea tales and merfolk creating a false sense of lightness for us before we pick this story up, and thus we are
all the more taken aback when tragedy strikes almost immediately and we’re left with the substantial burden
of Miranda’s survivor’s guilt. For most of the three hundred pages Miranda is numb, not actively dealing
with her loss or trying to get past it (though this is not entirely her own fault), causing that spark of
connection we long for when reading to remain elusive, our attempts to penetrate the depth of her pain and
find something to relate to ultimately unsuccessful. Wrecked is a bit of a challenging read as a result, our
hearts and minds weighed down by the day to day life following a catastrophic event, and while the synopsis
promises us a touch of romance to help ease the ache, the rather lackluster relationship between Miranda and
Christian detailed between the pages does little lighten our load.

Miranda is a young woman we want desperately to like, the treatment she receives from not only her friends
and fellow survivors, but the island community as a whole, enough to make us feel protective of her but not
quite enough to send phantom fingers into our reality to grab our hearts in a vise-like grip. She repeats a
mantra of “I’m fine” again and again, playing it on a continuous loop inside her head and automatically
replying with it when those around her inquire after her well being to the point where our fingers long to
wrap around strands of our hair and yank should she say it one more time. She says she’s fine when she’s so
very clearly not, and she allows her own guilt over the accident to keep her from fully expressing the extent
of her pain to those who have already acted as judge and jury and found her guilty of the deaths of her
friends. We can’t help but want for her to just once release the stranglehold she has on her emotions and
prove to us and all her naysayers that she’s not as empty as she appears.

Though the premise is certainly a supernatural one, the paranormal element actually plays a very minor role
in the overall story. Majority of our time is spent with Miranda as she struggles to cope with the violent turn
her life has taken, and when Christian finally does enter the picture, we learn almost nothing about the
watery world from which he emerges. We’re given nothing but the very basics about the Down Below and
its tentative truce with the Up Above, it's therefore difficult to sympathize with Christian’s plight when we
know so little about how his decisions will affect his life overall. The romance doesn’t really begin until
about halfway through and then progresses very quickly, leaving us to play catch up as Miranda seems to
shift gears from grief and loneliness to magnetic attraction with little hesitation. Those lovers of romance
will also likely be disappointed in the conclusion of this story, the traditional happy ending bypassed in favor
of something a little different.

Overall, Wrecked is well-written and lacks predictability especially in the closing pages, however, both the
character development and world building could have been stronger to help us as readers wade through the
torrent of grief by tossing us a life line to latch onto and hold tight.

Rating: 3/5


