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A triumphant return to theworld of City of Stairs.

A generation ago, the city of Voortyashtan was the stronghold of the god of war and death, the birthplace of
fearsome supernatural sentinels who killed and subjugated millions.

Now, the city’sgod is dead. The city itself liesin ruins. And to its new military occupiers, the once-powerful
capital isawasteland of sectarian violence and bloody uprisings.

So it makes perfect sense that General Turyin Mulaghesh— foul-mouthed hero of the battle of Bulikov,
rumored war criminal, ally of an embattled Prime Minister—has been exiled there to count down the days
until she can draw her pension and be forgotten.

At leadt, it makes the perfect cover story.

Thetruth isthat the general has been pressed into service one last time, dispatched to investigate a discovery
with the potentia to change the world--or destroy it.

Thetroubleisthat this old soldier isn't sure she's still got what it takes to be the hero.
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Phrynne says

Ohyes! Thisishow you write the second book in a series - you make it as good or even better than the first
one. And that's so even when you totally change the main character. Of course Sharaand Sigrud do appear
and Sigrud in particular has quite alarge role but it is General Mulaghesh who steps up front and centre in
this book and she is oh so good. She reminds me alittle of Joe Abercrombie's Glokta - someone who is
actually pretty bad and quite ruthless and yet still likeable and frequently humorous.

Aswith the first book, great world building, a clever magical system, plenty of action and many interesting
and entertaining characters. The author is not afraid to kill off his characters either and there was one death
towards the end that really surprised me. Really looking forward now to the next book :)

Terence says

Five years after the Battle of Bulikov, retired General Turyin Mulaghesh is called on once more to serve
Saypur. Prime Minister Shara Komayd has an off the books mission for her, find a missing ministry official
and investigate a miracul ous substance. The worst part of al is Mulaghesh hasto travel to Voortyashtan
otherwise known as The City of Blades. V oortyashtan was the land of the divinity of war and death V oortya
and despite being aruin since the blink, it's still a dangerous place.

The City of Blades was surprising in many ways. The biggest surprise was that the author decided to make a
sequel to City of Stairs. It was surprising, not because City of Stairs was a bad book, but because the events
that unfolded were so monumental that it seemed unlikely a sequel could be as good as the original.
Unfortunately | don't believe the sequel was as good as the first book. The main reason for that isit was just
too similar to the original. The eventsin City of Stairs should have been a one time event, not something that
could happen again...ever. Y et that's what happens in many ways.

The next large surprise was using City of Stairs support character Turyin Mulaghesh as the main protagonist.
I know many people loved Mulaghesh, but all | remembered about her was that she was afoul mouthed
woman who was in charge in Bulikov. | didn't dislike her, but | certainly didn't feel she should be the main
protagonist. I'll admit | did grow to appreciate her as the story went along, but | still would have preferred
Shara Komayd and Sigrud running the show.

Not only is Shara Komayd not the main protagonist, but sheis relegated to asimilar role that Vinya Komayd
played in City of Stairs. She's calling the shots, but unlike Vinya, Shara has lost the support of seemingly
everyone and she's certain she'll be out of office soon. | really missed Shara's presence.

Inthe end | haveto say, City of Bladeswas just not as good as City of Stairs.

3 out of 5 stars

I received this ARC from NetGalley in exchange for an honest review.




Scott Hitchcock says

There were portions of this book | loved and portions | found tedious. The recap of the action from the last
book too way too long to deliver as did the setup for this book. Then in the middle it was awesome. Then it
went back to sleep. The ending again was awesome although one of the key moments left me wanting a
different writing. Still a good series. Looking forward to book 3 in May.

[0 Sarah OO (former Nefarious Breeder of Murderous Crustaceans) says

e Damn it All to Subaquatic Hell my Despicable Reading Buddies Actually Enjoyed Book 1 and Want
to Read thisOne Too The End Must Be Near Buddy Reread
(DIAtSHMDRBAEB1aWtRtOTTEMBNBR™) with some people of uncharacteristically good taste over at
BB&B e

O Andthemoral of thisreread is:

If

a =1 want to marry General Turyin Mulaghesh

and

b = | want to marry Sigrud je Harkvaldsson

and

¢ = | want Genera Turyin Mulaghesh to marry Sigrud je Harkvaldsson
then

a+ b + ¢ = Houston, we-have-aproeblem we need a harem. Oh wait, | already have one. Ha.

-Book 1: City of Stairs 00000
- Book 3: City of Miracles 1000

[Original review: February 2016]
¢ Yet another Wow BR with my Wow Girls Choko and Maria over at BB&B ¢

Actual rating: 10 stars? 12 stars? Who the hell even knows?



No, City of Blades wasn't as mind-blowingly amazing as City of Stairs. Except that it was. Yep. This
doesn't make any sense? It shouldn't. Especialy since City of Blades was actually even more mind-
blowingly amazing than City of Stairs. Except that it wasn't. Still not making sense? Good. Death by
confusion, that's what I'm aiming for here. But anyway. The difference between the two instalmentsin this
OMG-you-have-to-read-it-now seriesis: City of Stairs|eft me speechless -as proven by my Super Short |
Have Nothing To Say Review (SSIHNTSR™), while City of Blades left me emationally drained. And man,
how | love fedling like I've been punched in the gut repeatedly. Makes me feel alive and stuff, you know.

Please note | am dlightly less hairy than the guy getting delightfully punched in the gut here. Because yes,
you can be both nefarious and hairless. | mean, | do have hair on my head. It's the rest of me that's dlightly
less hairy. Just thought I'd let you know.

By the way, did | mention this was going to be another SSIHNTSR™?1 did? Good. | lied again. In my
defense, I'll have you know | really really really wanted to write a short review here, but couldn't (yes,
thisis a message from Sarah from the Future. The Sarah that just finished writing this could-have-been-
short-but-wasn't-review.) | couldn't because this book is so AWESOME-AMAZEBALLSDANG-I-LOVE-
IT-SO-MUCH-RIGHT-IN-THE-FEELS-THIS-IS-SO-BLOODY -BRILLIANT-I-THINK-1-STOPPED-
BREATHING-FOR-A-WHILE-THERE (AADILISMRITFTBISBBITISBFAWT ™) that | couldn't keep
my big mouth shut. | just felt it my duty to try and convey how exactly
AADILISMRITFTBISBBITISBFAWT™ this book is. Kind of like my new mission in life and stuff.
Anyway, I'm awfully sorry about this. | promise |'ll behave from now on (view spoiler).

Okay, let'sdo this. Take abig breath, people, this oneis going to be long and boring. Or boring and long.
Takeyour pick.

What made City of Stairs Bloody Amazing were the unique, complex world-building and extremely
thought-provoking themes devel oped by RJB. And the very cool characters. And the intriguing, fast-paced
plotline. And the twists and revelations. And stuff. What makes City of Blades Bloody Amazing? Bloody
Amazing Char acterization, that's what. Complex doesn't even begin to cover it. Gut-wrenching either. |
don't know how to explain it, really. RIB is so talented he makes you feel like you ARE the characters. |
think Choko said it best when she mentioned being viscer ally connected to them. And that is why, dear
friends, the book is so emotionally draining. Because, let me tell you, thisis no Fluffy Bunnies and Pastel-
Colored Rainbows L and. Here the characters have been broken and traumatized (both physically and
mentally) by years of war and soldiering. The atmosphereisdark. Much darker than in City of Stairs. And
the mood isvery reflective. Y ou get to the heart of the characters, of their innermost feelings and
motivations. Don't get me wrong, | am not saying that this book is all Blah Blah Blah Heaven, please-
someone-kill-me inner ramblings, and zip zilch nada zero fun. Do you seriously think 1'd be fangirling about
this book, had that been the case? Don't you know me at all? Think, people. Think. ThereisaLOT of action
here. There are uber cool gruesome fights. And avery intriguing plot that keeps you guessing until the
very end. And thisiswhere RIB excels. He manages to mix thought-provoking themes, action, deep
insight on his charactersand pure entertainment. Let metell you, this guy isagenius.

So | was looking for a gif to illustrate the fact | might be getting a tinsy little bit carried away and found this.



It doesn't have anything to do with anything but | kind of like the "a lazy lobster is an endangered lobster"
philosophy. Besides, how often to you come across Filipino proverbs?

Would you look at me?! | was going to talk about the newest member of my Cool Chicks Harem and got
lost along the way. Shame on you, RJB, for writing such awesome stuff and making me get off track. Not
that | need awesome stuff to get off track. | mean, even Mermen manage to get me off track. And we all know
how NOT awesome these Mermen wannabes were, right? Right. My point is, getting off track is my other
missionsin life. But | digress. So. The newest member of my Cool Chicks Harem? Who made it directly to
my top 10 favorite heroines of ALL TIMES? Ladies and gentleman, please meet retired General Turyin
Mulaghesh. Y ou gotta admit, the woman has seen better days. she's past her prime (afemale heroine who is
past 50? | LOVE you RJB) and is one-armed. She is damaged, blunt, badass, heart-breaking, ass-kicking,
disenchanted, lonesome, fier ce, sometimeslost, ever-cursing and deliciously grumpy. But most
importantly, you know what she is? Seriously amazing AMAZING. The other charactersin the story are all
pretty awesome but General M. here? The woman is seriousy amazing AMAZING. Ooooops, did | say
that already? Too bad. So one question remains unanswered here. Which one? This one: Turyin Mulaghesh,
will you marry me? Very private message to all my Goodreads Wives (GW™): don't worry, | still love you.
You're no longer #1 ismy heart, that is all. Please feel free to sob and despair now.

Just one mor e thing before | let you resume your boring daily activities. what | love most about RIB's
storiesis how thought-provoking they are (I know I've said this before but | don't care. Ha.) There aren't as
many underlying themesin this book as there were in City of Stairs, but they are just as absor bing. I've
mentioned before that City of Blades was about war and soldiering. It is not only about how wars affect
soldiers, but also how it affects populations and to a greater scale, humanity. It is also areflection on what
isjustifiable when it comes to war, and what isn't. Is anything justifiable? Can bad deeds committed in the
name of the greater good be forgiven? |sredemption possible? Can one ever forgive his’lherself for his/her
past actions, no matter how disreputable? What does being civilized mean? Who are we to say what
cultures are or aren't more civilized than we are? DAMN. | LOVE THIS STUFF.

You knew this was coming, right? Sorry, | had to let it out at some point.

What makes all this even more AADILISMRITFTBISBBITISBFAWT™ (please don't tell me you forgot
your acronym dictionary again?!) isthat you can feel this amazing world growing one page at atime. RJB
buildsit brick by brick, adds layer upon layer, and makes it more complex and mor e fascinating as the
story develops. Did | already say this guy was agenius?| guess| did. Do we need to talk about sleeping
lobsters again? | think we don't (view spoiler)

I havethe feeling that some people will think thisis a disappointing follow-up to City of Stairs. The mood is
more contemplative, more intimate. It is more sober, too. Some people are probably going to think the
pace is slower. Some people might even think it boring. HAHAHAHAHA. Well some people are hilarious.
And some people are so dead wrong it must hurt. What disastrous lives they must lead. It's so good to be
me, and beright all thetime.

So where does that leave us? That leaves us at me starting to feel the Divine Cities withdrawal symptoms



kicking in. RJB, you better start writing the next instalment SOON. Otherwise | might consider going all
Hamster Ninja Bitch on you. And believe me, that is not a pretty sight, and definitely not something to
look forward to. Asfor you, dear people who are still with me and surprisingly aive after holding your
breath for solong, all | haveto say is:

Carol. says

Thiswas not what | expected.

Enchanted by City of Stairs (my review), | worked my way backward through some of Bennett’s earlier
books, including American Elsewhereand The Troupe. Solid writing chops, vivid imagery, stellar
characterization, and clear improvement with each published book. To say | was looking forward to City of
Blades was an understatement.

“Though he's never been involved in an oper ation—besides Bulikov, which he feelsdoesn’t count—he
can't help but be a little concerned about how all thisis starting. And he'snot surewhy a letter
containing only thewords ‘Makeit matter‘ could have any impact on whether it startsat all.”

City of Blades begins on a small island where General Turyin Mulaghesh has retired from the Saypuri
Military Council. A note from current Council President Shara along with athreat to her pension brings her
out of retirement for a short term posting to the Continent, to the would-be seaport “ V oortyashtan, ass-end
of the universe, armpit of theworld.” With the cover story of atemporary posting until meeting retirement
gualifications, Turyin isto investigate the disappearance of Special Investigator Choudhry, herself posted
there under subterfuge. Unfortunately, the outpost is on the edge of unsecure territory. Thereisthe protection
of amilitary fort, ostensibly working for peace between themselves and the hill tribes, while ateam from the
Dreyling States is building a seaport that’ s destined to make the port a crucial player in international
economics. The port requires excavation of aformer god's city that is now underwater, and people are
nervous about the potentia of the Divine—even if all the gods are dead. Except as Turyin now knows, there's
been a discovery of amiraculously conducting metal that might mean the gods aren’t completely dead.

Whileit is a complicated story, the reader is eased into it, first through meeting Turyin and then as she gets
more information on her assignment. Flashbacks come naturally to Turyin as she travels, meeting people she
used to know early in her career. The story takes place five years after City of Stairs, so while it may help to
have read it in order to understand the complex history between the Saypur people and the Continentals and
the Continental relationship to the Divine, it isn't strictly necessary. However, there’ s alot of subtletiesto
these relationships that add tension and emotion, so I'd recommend it.

Unsurprisingly with Bennett, characterization is well done. General Turyin isrough, unskilled in diplomacy
or in undercover techniques, in chronic pain, and feels vastly inadequate to the task. Verbally, she'salittle
bit shocking, although her internal dialogue gives her greater subtlety. Strangely, it’s hard to get a sense of
the missing agent Choudhry, although perhapsiit is because as everyone says, she was going mad. But the
character of Turyin dominates:

“Mulaghesh walksto therailing. ‘Y ou want to know why |I'm here? Here of all places on thisdamned
world? ‘Tell us!” shouts one of the men below. ‘Tell us!’ ‘Fine!’ snarls Mulaghesh. ‘I’ m on vacation,



you dumb sons of bitches."

Plotting was a tad dizzying, but it comes together at the end. If | had any complaint, it would be that certain
peripheral characters occasionally seemed forced to act in order to move a plot point forward rather than
story-built motivation.

“Biswal told them over and over again it wasto be a civilized, strategic procession... But it quickly
became such a hard thing, executing a civilized war. The peoplein these villages did not evacuate
quietly, no matter how much Yellow Company ordered them to.”

The hardest part for me was the emational tone of the book. If Stairs was about the relationship of people to
their divine, Blades is about soldiering and promises. It is hard hitting, a commentary on politics, violence,
and bloodshed and it goes on to make the point again. And again. And again. While brutal and relentless, the
General remains resolute. Near the end, it hit alittle too closely to my own personal life, aswell as our
cultural lives as Americans, theidea of incremental, partial gains instead of winning the whol e battlefield.
The best Turyin can hope for isto minimize the number of deaths. Along these lines, there’ s an authorial
choice for a character that | vehemently disagree with in terms of hope and the future. Unlike Bennett's other
books which tend to have strong hopeful notes, this feels grim-noble, resolute to stay the ethical course but
ultimately doomed to unsuccessful struggle.

Above dl, the writing is stunning.

“And thisrealization, this bright, brittle memory, formed atiny crack insider her, and suddenly she
under stood what she'd done, what they’d all done, and she burst into tears and sank to the ground.”

Ultimately, highly recommended. But read City of Sairsfirst, and prepare to have your gut wrenched.

Four and ahalf PTSD stars.

khkkkhkkhkhkkhkkkhkhkhhkhhhkhkhhhhhhkhkhhhdhdhkdhhxkdxkhkxx

Many thanks to NetGalley and Crown Publishing for an arc of this book. Note that while the quotes are taken
from an advance copy and are subject to change, they give the flavor of Bennett’'s powerful writing.

Cross posted https://clsiewert.wordpress.com/2016/...

Bradley says

Thanks goes to Netgalley for the advance copy!

We're not in Saypuri anymore, Toto.

Oh, Shara, Shara, what have you done?

I'll do my very best to not reveal any spoilers, but afew things might be helpful. Sharais no longer the main

character, and while Sigurd does play a pretty major role, it is General Mulaghesh that gets all the glories,
glories, and ten-times the glories. | loved her nearly as much as Sigurd in City of Stairs, but she outshines



even Sigurd in this book.

| had some reservations about the first book. | admired the very thing that made me dislike it. Bennett is
pretty much amaster at blending genres, and | didn't know whether | should applaud or despair the mixing of
mystery and epic fantasy and mythos the way he did.

That was then. Thisisnow. And now I'm atotal convert. We've got Shara being an ass, Mulaghesh being
strong-armed by her friend, and a ghost story. Sounds pretty simple, right?

No. Thetaleis pretty straightforward compared to the twists and turns and big reveals of the previous novel,
and the end of this one does have atruly Divine Epic Resolution that is nearly as satisfying as that we
achieved in City of Stairs, but what | was most genuinely impressed with was the Soldier's Tale. | thought it
was pretty damn heartfelt and beautiful as hell.

Isit as good asthefirst? | think it's better aslong as you're not hoping for sneaky twisty-turny plots. It's
certainly more accessible, and it does have its share of great surprises.

The one thing | ought to stress, though, isthat thisis a Bennett novel. He generally writes rings around lesser
writers. What | am comparing isthis novel versus the one prior. We can't go around comparing works of

facile brilliance and creativity with creatures utterly unlike it, now can we?

These, | can safely say, are works of true Originality, if only in the unique blends and surprising allocations
of genre, character, and plot. | loveit. I'm seriously impressed as hell. ;)

Thanks for awinner, Mr. Bennett!

Petrik says

3.5/5 stars
I climbed the City of Stairs happily, and then | stumbled a bit in the City of Blades.

City of Bladesisthe second book in Robert Jackson Bennett’s The Divine Cities trilogy. It's overall a great
book but in my opinion, thiswas afar cry from the greatness of City of Stairs. There are several reasons for
this so let me begin with the problems | had on the book first.

Out of the three main protagonistsin the previous book, Mulaghesh was the one that | care the least. She was
interesting when she’s a side character around Shara and Sigrud, but to have her be the main character all by
herself with several new characters for almost the first half of the book was not a good experience for me.
Shedidn’t get interesting for me until the halfway point of the book and this brought me again to my other
reason. Except for Signe, all the new characters were really bland and not interesting, the villain was also
predictable right from the start. Structure-wise, this was almost a complete copy of City of Stairs storytelling
structure; thisis both agood and bad case but I'll get into it |ater.

Thefirst book was also aslow burn but at least it established the main compelling mystery plot immediately
right from the first chapter, making the reader know that there will be a grand conclusion to the plot from the
get-go. The mystery in the first book was really well-written and well-paced, this one just seems



directionless for the majority of the time. The first half comprised of only Mulaghesh exploring the city of
Voortyashtan and it felt so damn long. The plot was also very straightforward where City of Stairs was more
multi-layered and complex. In conclusion, my main problem with this book is that nothing grabbed my
interest in thefirst half. It’sreally not until Sigrud appearsin the book (around 40%) that the book
finally grabbed my attention.

Up until today, | have only DNFed one book and I'll admit, | have considered DNFing this book in the first
half. | usualy don’'t read any reviews of the book I'm reading but | just had to for thisone, I'm glad | did
because apparently alot of readers feel the same the book: a boring first half and a great second half; because
of this, it pushed meto stick through it and I’ m happy for it because oh boy, that turning point in the halfway
mark of the book was amazing, turning everything | previoudy disliked about the book into something good.
I'm not kidding, that event in the halfway mark was simply jaw-dropping.

“Lonely places draw lonely people...They echo inside us, and we cannaot help but listen.”

The story took place five years after the end of City of Stairsand like | said earlier, not only thistime the
main character is different, the setting of the plot is also different. We're not in Bulikov anymore but in the
city of Voortyashtan. City of Bladesis very similar to its predecessor in terms of storytelling structure, the
good thing about thisisthat it still works. Why change something that’s not broken, right? The bad thing
about this though: there is aimost nothing new in this sequel and | was hoping for more variety.

Picture: Voortya Sentinel by Mblank17

One of the main difference in the story is that the theme of this book focused more on war, its effect, and the
meaning of it, meanwhile the first book focused more on religion. This makes for afresh experience,
especially when all the discussion on war and PTSD were just irresistible and applicable to our world.

“1 was taught that peace is the absence of war. But | wonder if these days we' ve simply
replaced conventional war with awar of paper. I’m not so sure which is better.”

In terms of world-building and prose, there are no complaints from me here. Although the new city in this
book isn't as fascinating as Bulikov, Bennett’s world-building skill remains top-notch. The prose was still
really enjoyableto read and | just love reading about the world, divinities, and cities that Bennett created
within histrilogy. Plus, | think it’s been awhile since | highlighted so many passages within afantasy series
and | just love how thought-provoking Bennett’ s prose can be at times.

“Do you not endlave people now?’ asks the man. “ Chains are forged of many strange metals.
Poverty isone. Fear, another. Ritual and custom are yet more. All actions are forms of davery,



methods of forcing people to do what they deeply wish not to do.”

Although I’'m abit critical towards this book, overal | do think that City of Bladeswas a great sequel. It's
just ashame that in my opinion, it wasn't up to the standard set by City of Stairs. To sum up what | think
about this sequel: Bad first half, incredible second half. I will continue to the last book immediately | can’t
wait to find out how this trilogy will end. | just hope City of Miracles will deliver a satisfying conclusion that
thistrilogy deserves.

“Deserve." How preoccupied we are with that. With what we should have, with what we are
owed. | wonder if any word has ever caused more heartache.”

You can find this and the rest of my Adult Epic/High Fantasy & Sci-Fi reviews at BookNest

Mogsy (MM OGC) says

5 of 5 stars at The BiblioSanctum http://bibliosanctum.com/2016/01/18/b...

City of Blades is the second novel in Robert Jackson Bennett’s The Divine Cities sequence featuring my
favorite character from City of Stairs...and it might surprise you to know it’s not Sigrud! | know the big
Dreyling was a fan favorite from the first book, but for me personally, the most intriguing and admirable
character has always been and will always be General Turyin Mulaghesh. | was already waiting on pin and
needles to get my hands on City of Blades after the amazing time | had with City of Stairs, but my
excitement went through the roof after the publisher description came out and | found out that the good
general was going to star as the main protagonist.

Anyway, you’'ve been duly warned. | promise | will try and make this review more than just alove letter to
Mulaghesh. But no promises.

Taking place approximately five years after the first book, City of Blades opensin atropical paradise where
General Turyin Mulaghesh has quietly retreated to after her retirement from the Saypuri army. But thanks to
a bureaucratic mishap, she finds herself pulled back into the service of Prime Minister Shara Komayd, who
sends her to the ravaged city of Voortyashtan on a covert mission. Once the home of a death goddess and her
legions of fearsome warriors, the city has become a stricken ruin after the downfall of its Divinity. Now it is
the site of much change but also rising tensions: the construction of a new harbor has the caused violence to
erupt among the local tribes; the Saypuri military presenceis on edge trying to keep the peace; and unknown
to all but afew, a seemingly miraculous new type of metal has been discovered in Voortyashtan whose
properties may potentially ater the face of the world.

Mulaghesh has been tasked to not only investigate this new ore but also to track down the last ministry agent
who traveled to Voortyashtan to poke around only to end up missing. But while the general knows she's
been thrown into a veritable rat’ s nest of secrets and lies, her loyalty has always been to Saypur and her
fellow troops. Justifiably miffed that she’ s been dragged out of her isolation and retirement, Mulaghesh is



nonethel ess determined to get down to the bottom of this mystery, because deep down in her heart of hearts
sheis still atrue soldier—and atrue soldier knows what it meansto serve her country and her people.

However, the more she digs, the more dark secrets she unearths about V oortyashtan, and the more unpleasant
memories resurface from her violent past. What | love about this book is that there are so many significant
revelations about my favorite character, some of which were interesting to discover, and others which may
chill your blood. In City of Blades readers get to see awhole different side to Turyin Mulaghesh, one that we
never knew existed. At the end of the day, she's amuch deeper and more complex character than even | gave
her credit for, but Robert Jackson Bennett also did a great job moderating her development, keeping her
genuine and flawed. Mulaghesh isin Voortyashtan to do what needs to be done, but once you peel back the
layers you can't help but think there might also be a part of her seeking some kind of redemption for the
atrocities she once committed.

This should come as no surprise, but | liked City of Blades even more than the first book (and | liked City of
Stairs plenty, so that’ s really saying something). Structurally, | felt this sequel read more like a mystery, with
Mulaghesh reluctantly playing the detective/secret agent role—an idea that appealed to me immensaly—Dbut
thematically | aso found the story to be heavier and more profound than its predecessor. There are important
moments in this book that touch upon topics like post-traumatic stress disorder, the price of victory, and what
it meansto be a soldier. Philosophically, it goes deeper in exploring the individual and collective beliefs
related to the divine and to the afterlife, and thisis aso where the author greatly expands upon the world
building. Bottom line, Bennett pulls no punchesin this one, and City of Bladesis bolder and harder hitting in
amost every aspect.

Still, for meit al comes back down to General Turyin Mulaghesh. In fact, Bennett does a fantastic job with
every single one of his characters, as we' ve seen we' ve seen with Shara and Sigrud from the first book, both
of whom make appear in City of Blades again along with afascinating new cast of supporting characters. But
Mulaghesh? Mulaghesh isin aleague of her own. She is simply—bar none—the best character | have ever
encountered. It's so rare to find a fantasy novel with a middle-aged woman as the protagonist, rarer still to
find one who is also a veteran living with adisability. Not that alosing her hand has slowed her down one
bit, of course...and she’sliable to punch me in the face for even suggesting that might be the case. To be
honest, | can’'t remember the last time I’ ve felt such appreciation for a character in afantasy novel, and it'sa
true testament to Bennett’ s talent for building such a strong, believable and engaging protagonist.

What more can | say? | know it’s only January, but | am already sure this book will end up being one of my
favorites of 2016. It was everything | hoped for and more, giving me so many reasons to be happy that | got
to revisit The Divine Cities. In aword, City of Blades is perfection. This one gets full five stars and my
hearty recommendation.

Philip says

4 dtars.
A completely unexpected sort-of-sequel to agreat book that | didn't think should have a sequel. City of Stairs
displayed some incredible world-building and an interesting plot that came to avery logical end. | had

serious doubts about the necessity of this book but, upon reading, have decided that it is quite necessary.

The book takes place five years later in a different setting with a different main character and only weaves a



few plot points into a story that could more or |ess coincidentally take place in the same world. Consensus
seemed to be that thisis superior to the first book and for the first half or so | couldn't see why. It's much
more straightforward in the beginning and, despite being a"mystery," there isn't aton of suspense. | even
found myself getting alittle (gasp!) bored. But after the stage was set, BOOM. The second half came out of
nowhere and sucker punched me.

As with the previous book, thisis quite ablend of genres- mystery, military fiction, fantasy- but first and
foremost | think it's a character study. Bennett plucked out arelatively minor character who | felt very little
connection with and turned her into an incredibly fascinating human. | remember not being particularly
impressed with the characterization in genera in City of Stairs. On the cusp of being three-dimensional but
never quite reaching that bar. Here, not only is Mulaghesh transformed, even the tiny bits of Sharawe
glimpse gave me alot more insight into her. We're aso introduced to some other wonderful characters, not
least of whom is Sigrud's daughter, Signe. Bennett has alot to say on the nature of war and heroism and, as
in the previous book, | found this to have some (interesting? Uncomfortable? Coincidental ?) parallelsto
actual world history.

With alast act that floored me (view spoiler) and a solemn, heartbreaking but somehow hopeful ending I'm
again inclined to say, why not end things here? Thisis a perfectly sensible place to end. Why write athird
novel? But if this book is any indication, I'm sure City of Miracles will justify its existence completely.

Melissav Dog/Wolf Lover ¥ Martin says

MY BLOG: Melissa Martin's Reading List

This book was sooo0000 good! My freaking hero is General Turyin Mulaghesh! Sheis older and still bad to
the bone, puts up with nothing.. well until they force her out of retirement, which makes her mad as hell.

| think I'm just going to put in afew excerpts first from my hero and then get on with the review.

" Thefirst murder took place deep in disputed territory, General. It's not safe.”
"Neither am .| can handle myself."

*kk*k

"Leave now," says Signe, " and you'll only inspire more questions.”

" Sheleaves becauseit'strue! " shouts Balakilya, striding to stand in the central aisle. " She fearsthe
truth, so she fleesfromit!"

" See?" says Signe.

" General Mulaghesh," says Biswal, looking up, " perhaps if you could spare a few words for-"

" She's come to murder whatever's|eft of our culture!" cries Balakilya.

" She's here to force usto bow to the whip of Saypur!" shouts another man.



" Oh for thelove of..." Mulaghesh walksto therailing. " You want to know why I'm here? Here of all
places on this damned world!"

"Tell usl" shouts one of the men below. " Tell us!"

"Finel" snarls Mulaghesh. " I'm on vacation, you dumb ass sons of bitches!"

A loud silence echoes over the Galleries. Mulaghesh turns and strides away. As she walks through the
door she hears someone say, very quietly, " Did she say vacation?"

*kk*k

| just loved her throughout the whole book. I'm not going to tell you what it's about, you can read the blurb.
But I just found another hero in this woman, she's older, she has one arm and a wooden one that works okay
for her, she is awesome with weapons and she's got some snark that cracks me up.

There are some crazy stuff going on in this city, Mulaghesh would never have guessed the evil place she just
got dropped! There are different groups of people, there are evil beings, ghosts, different realms, crazy
people doing crazy things to each other, some magical ore, and the list goes on and on.

| was so glad to find that Sigrud was back and he's just as cool as ever! | love him too :-)

At times| got confused in the book and it came back around and | got an idea of what was going on. But it as
so freaking good, magical...fighting...killings...divine things...... | believe the author weaved a wonderful tale
with thisone. | think | like this one better than the first one and I'm thinking/hoping there is going to be
another one! | can't even imagine where that one will take us.

There are some sad things that happen in the book as per the norm, there are also a few gruesome things, but
it all makes sensein the end, oh.. and the end! | waslike.. | knew something wasn't right with that person and
what the......

I'm not one that is good with words so let me just say again, the book is awesome and read it :-)

*| would like to thank Blogging For Books for afree print copy of this book in exchange for my honest
review.*

Hannah says

| am in love with the world and the mythology Robert Jackson Bennet created and very much in awe with its
intricacy and originality. | was getting a bit disillusioned with the genre but this fantasy trilogy is making me
avery happy fan. If you haven't already: go and read it!

Set several years after the events of the first book, the world has not changed as much as Shara wanted it to.
When a Ministry operative disappears in V oortyashtan (the city created by the now dead Goddess of War),
Shara manipulates Turyin Mulaghesh to go and try to find her. Mulaghesh is still struggling with the awful
things she has done in life and feels like she has to atone.

| adored this theme of atonement and of doing better and of trying to leave the world a better place. This
book is decidedly darker than the first; Turyin is alot more hardened and she has done some truly terrible
thingsin the past wars. | loved spending more time with her and this book manages to make her even more



badass than the first while also rendering her more human and fragile. Sheis abrilliantly done character -
which isimportant to me because | always struggle when series shift to a new view point.

What makes this book stand out even more is the absolutely stunning way Robert Jackson Bennet has with
words - he creates wonderful sentences and turns of phrases that lift this already brilliant book even higher.
His descriptions of the otherworldy settings are a beauty to behold and | cannot wait to see what he conjures
up in the next book.

First sentence: "Somewhere around mile three on the trek up the hill Pitry Suturashni decides he would not
describe the Javrati sun as'warm and relaxing’, as the travel advertisments say."

Celeste says

You can find this review and more at Novel Notions.

“Dying nobly is preferable to living savagely.”

I’m completely blown away by Bennett’ s world building. City of Bladesthrilled me and surprised me and
cut meto the quick with itsrich character development and lore. | cared so much about the characters,
and felt every emotion they felt as | read. Bennett’ sworld is unlike any |’ ve ever come across; he absolutely
excels at creating both empathetic characters and compelling mythology and history to add a depth and
uniqueness to hiswriting that | believe to be rare.

“0Q, the things we kill for our dreams, forgetting all the while we shall wake up to find them
naught but dust and ash!

What fools we are to pretend that when we walk to war we do not bring our loved ones with
us.”

City of Blades picks up five years after the events of City of Stairs. General Turyin Mulaghesh hasretired at
long last. Or, at least, she thought she had. She’s roped into one final job by afriend who won't take no for
an answer. Against her better judgement, she returns to a part of the world she hoped to never revisit, in
order to investigate a mystery completely outside her realm of expertise.

“Chains are forged of many strange metals. Poverty is one. Fear, another. Ritual and custom are
yet more. All actions are forms of slavery, methods of forcing people to do what they deeply
wish not to do.”

Mulaghesh is a complete different main character from Sharain City of Sairs. Where Shara has made a
weapon of her wits, Mulaghesh is herself aweapon. After enlisting in the military at the tender age of



sixteen, Mulaghesh has spent the rest of her lifein military service and retains the body of a fighter despite
her years. But while Mulaghesh isn’t Shara, she's no slouch in the mental department. She's a straight
shooter and a clear thinker, and all she wantsto do is serve and protect. | found her to be the epitome of who
asoldier should be.

“A soldier serves not to take, they don’t strive to have something, but rather they strive so that
others might one day have something. And a blade isn’'t a happy friend to a soldier, but a
burden, a heavy one, to be used scrupulously and carefully. A good soldier does everything
they can so they do not haveto kill. That’swhat training is for. But if we have to, we will. And
when we do that we give up some part of ourselves, aswe're asked to do.”

Books from the perspective of awarrior of Mulaghesh’ stype and caliber rarely make it into my list of
favorites because it’ s not alifestyle | can at all relate to, but this book is definitely an exception. And while
sheisawarrior, sheisfirst and foremost a soldier, and she does an exemplary job of demonstrating the
difference. The inner struggles Mulaghesh deals with regarding her past and what it meansto be a soldier
really resonated with me, and | found her incredibly compelling. Middle aged women of the armed forces
aren’t often represented as main characters, and | loved the life experience she brought to the table. She
wrestled with remorse and duty and honor, and those struggles were deep and real.

“Killing echoesinside you. It never goes away. Maybe some who kill don’t know they’ ve lost
something, but they have.”

While Mulaghesh is the central character, she is by no means the only one. We have return characters from
the previous book as well as brand new characters. | won't reveal any names, but | was incredibly impressed
at the depth and development Bennett wrested from side charactersin this story. There were events | found
completely shocking because of how well developed some such characters were. Thisisn’'t aworld where
departed loved ones spring back to life or where the consequences of your actions are wiped away because
you perform a heroic deed. Bennett’sworld isgritty and dark and real, and sorrow doesn’t passyou by
just because you’reimportant. Everyone has demons they’ re fighting and struggles they might never
overcome.

“‘Deserve.’” How preoccupied we are with that. With what we should have, with what we are
owed. | wonder if any word has ever caused more heartache.”

Once again we are presented with a mystery that remains a mystery until Bennett is ready for hisreveal. |
appreciate so much that so far, there is nothing remotely predictable about this trilogy. We also get more
background of the fascinating mythology of the Divine. Thereligious element of this seriesfeels so
original to me, and is morethought provoking than any other fictional religion I’'ve come acr oss.

“People often ask me what | see when | ook at the world. My answer is simple, and true.



Possihilities. | see possibilities.”

I highly recommend this seriesif to any fantasy fan, and if you enjoy mor e philosophical, cerebral
fantasy, thisisdefinitely the seriesfor you. Rarely have | read such a strong second installment in any
trilogy. | can’'t wait to see how Bennett concludes this story in City of Miracles.

Another buddy read with the ever lovely TS. Happy to report that we both enjoyed this installment as much
aswedid the first!

Gavin says

| felt like this was aworthy sequel to the excellent City of Stairs. It is thought provoking fantasy set in an
original, well crafted, fantasy world. Just like the first book the story was a murder mystery with plenty of
intrigue and personal dilemmas for the characters to deal with.

We got anew Continental city and anew lead character for this second book. General Mulaghesh takes star
billing on this one. She had retired after her heroicsin the battle of Bulikov but Shara manages to convince
her to take an off the books assignment in distant V oortyashtan to investigate the disappearance of amissing
spy. Voortyashtan's Goddess V oortyais confirmed as dead but a few mysteries soon have Mulaghesh
wondering if the city still has some Divine attention!

The story was decent. It was more intriguing and interesting than truly exciting but it was decent enough.
There was adlight [ull in the middle stages where | felt like an action scene dragged on just a touch too long
but this did start and finish strongly. If | had another tiny criticism it was that Bennett just went a bit too
bleak with this one. | think one death less might have resulted in a better balance between the hope/despair
ratio of the story. | do not mind dark reads, and this definitely had some dark moments, but I'm not afan of
unremittingly bleak tales and towards the end this one just inched atiny bit close to that for my liking.

The new city and the new lead character worked quite well. V oortyashtan itself was not so fascinating as
Bulikov but it did provide plenty of interesting characters and some fun intrigue in itslocal politics.
Mulaghesh was a big hit as alead character. Her no nonsense style combined with her efforts to redeem
herself from some past mistakes made her very easy to root for.

Allinall I did enjoy thisone. | probably liked the first book atouch better but | suspect that is because of the
freshness factor of the world building. Some of that wonder was lost in this instalment but the characters and
the story were just as strong.

Rating: 4 stars.

Audio Note: | felt like Alma Cuervo did a good job with the audio.

Mayim de Vries says

Ther e are some author swho only know how to write one book. And so they writeit over and over



again under different titles.

General Turyin Mulaghesh “ a woman whose glance was so bright and piercing you almost wanted to check
yourself for bruises after she looked at you” is not what she used to be. If you remember the description from
the City of Stairs, you see her

" dressed in her uniform which is pressed, polished, spotless. Her hair istied back in a brutal bun, and her
knee-high black boots boast a mirror shine. Her left breast is covered in medals; her right handles the
considerable overflow. Overall, she does not look well dressed, but rather carefully assembled.”

In the "City of Blades", Mulaghesh is our main protagonist. This once belligerent and obnoxious womanisin
the process of slow decay after deliberate withdrawal from public life. Sheis pulled out of her early
retirement by no-one else than Ashara Komayd, the Prime Minister of Saypur, and sent to ” Voortyashtan,
ass-end of the universe, armpit of the world” where a person is shipped to only if they "sleep with or kill the
wrong person” on an undercover mission, i.e. athing that sheisthe least predisposed and trained to do. But
Turyin Mulaghesh is someone who has chosen to live her life for the safety and betterment of others. She has
chosen, in aword, to serve. And so, serve she goes.

The present city of Voortyashtan is but a sad remnant of the ancient oceanopolis, capital of the goddess of
war and death Voortya. Festering resentment against Saypuri occupation, clan feuds, an ambitious
construction project that can alter the life of the whole continent, worrying miracul ous substances, and a
missing agent is what Mulaghesh divesinto. Head first. And one-handed.

At itsmost basic this book isabout promises. After all, as Mulaghesh notes, ” that’ s what the whole
civilised society is founded upon, isn't it?” Not so much the easy, daily ones (I promise you will like this
book), rather those stronger than ourselves (1 will love you until the eternity and one day longer).

“What wild promises we make in order to justify the worst of decisions.”

How to make those promises matter? What kind of promises will be kept even after we perish?

“ Deaths of all kinds echo on. And sometimes, it seems, they drown out all of life”

At itsmost basic this book isabout war. Not so much war as an absence of peace (this tendsto be
trivialised in the age that invented PTSD), rather war conceived as the essence of peace, its absolutely
inevitable element. The war between Saypur and the continent continues; it is a quiet one, but still deadly.

“ And there are lots of waysto win awar. A war isn’'t between armies, it’s between nations.”

‘Areyou apart of me? Am | apart of you? Thisisthe question war asks the mankind and the City of Blades
tries to answer to. Voortyais a goddess born of the Hobbesian part of human soul where the perpetual bellum
omnium contra omnes (war of all against all) has aways been and will always be the natural state of things.

And this, we can see war either as the inevitable or the inexcusable.

“War and conflict form the sea through which nation-states swim...war is momentum. War is natural. And
war makes one strong.”



If it isthe former, “ A soldier does not give, they take! A soldier does not serve, but forces othersto servel A
soldier does not cede power, but wiglds it, wrests it from the hands of any who dareslay claimto it! A
soldier never gives, a soldier never serves! A soldier fights only to kill, to claim, to take, to conquer! That is
what we are!’ If it isthe latter, war is ssmple service and

“atrue soldier, | think, does not take. A soldier gives...And a blade is nhot a happy friend to a soldier, but a
burden, a heavy one to be used scrupulously and carefully...And a blade isn’t a happy friend to a soldier, but
a burden, a heavy one, to be used scrupulously and carefully.”

At itsmost basic thisbook is about life. And love, about defiant love.

“We are beautiful, strange creatures of heat and noise, of sudden, inscrutable impulses, of savage
passions...Yet when we consider our own existence, we think ourselves calm, composed, rational, in control .
.. All the while forgetting that we are at the mercy of these rebellious, hidden systems — and the elements, of
course. And when the elements have their way, and the tiny fire within us flickers out.”

In this respect, Signe Har kvaldsson isone of the best characters| came across the numer ous pages of
fantasy books| haveread. And while sometimes | had a feeling that the book drags a bit, the passages she
featured in left me with wanting to know her more, know her better.

“ Mulaghesh sees many thingsin that smile. She sees charm, wit, and a roiling sea of cleverness; she seesa
sharp, diamond-hard attention, recording everything that’ s withessed; but what Mulaghesh sees most in that
broad, white smile is an unshakable, concrete confidence that its owner is at any given moment the smartest
person in the room.”

My objections to the book are not many, but they are substantial. Mainly, while City of Bladestellsa
different story than the City of Stairs, it does so in the same way, using the same means, the same
pathways.

“ S0 if this stuff is miraculous, thinks Mulaghesh, then maybe yet another Divinity isn't as dead aswe'd like it
to be.”

In short, the reader has afeeling that it is the same book with arecurring pattern, circling repetitions of
something that should have been a unique and one-of-a-kind occurrence, i.e. the emanation of the divine.

“There' sa place below this one, floating on an ocean underneath reality” and the boundaries are beginning
to blur. Voortyashtan is yet another Bulikov, a scar in reality, Mulghesh stands in for Shara, Shara becomes
Vinya, and only Sigrud remains more or less himself. (view spoiler)

Overall, if you liked thefirst part of the Divine Cities, thereisno reason for you to disike thisone
provided that you do not expect anything more and anything different. After all, we love the books we
loved already.

Other Divine Cities:
1. City of Stairs
2. City of Blades



TS Chan says

City of Bladesis easily one of the best books |'ve read thisyear; it hasalmost everything | could ask
for in a sequel that builds upon a fantastic start to atrilogy.

It isarare occasion that amiddle book makes it into my favourites shelf, and to think I've almost decided to
put aside reading The Divine Cities. Then again, City of Blades does not feel like a middle book because the
previous story in City of Stairsis self-contained and had its resolution. By now, it appears to me that each
book is like a stand-alone in a series with afairly significant time-jump in between. The political landscape
has progressed, and the characters whom we have met in the earlier book have moved on with their lives.

What made the sequel work so well for meis that the main character dominating the narrative is not someone
new but one who | am already invested in from the first book. Mulaghesh, the jaded ex-general has been
persuaded to perform one last operative, purportedly to serve out her incomplete tenure to earn the full
pension payouts of her position. When | first picked up City of Blades, | wondered how | would take to
having Mulaghesh as the main POV in this volume. As much as| enjoyed her partsin the earlier one, | was
not certain having her dominate the narrative will work for me.

Truth betold, in short order, | loved it! Bennett brought something different to the table by giving us the
perspective of a much more mature character in Mulaghesh. From an hyper-intelligent political spy moving
to the peak of her career to an accomplished, steadfast but tired ex-soldier who reluctantly comes out of her
secluded retirement, | am yet again astounded with the stellar characterisation in these books.

Mulaghesh shares a common trait with Shara, and that is the dogged determination to get things done, and
done right because she cares. However, while Sharais a scholar with more knowledge of the Divine than
most people do, Mulaghesh does not have that advantage. As she delves into the mystery of the missing
ministry operative, Mulaghesh uncovers unsettling and portent signs of that which cannot be explained, or in
other words, Miracles. A disturbingly dark past event in her life - one Mulaghesh prefers to keep buried and
forgotten - is brought squarely into focusin aformer Divine city of the goddess of war and death, V oortya.
Mulaghesh is still a highly competent and tough fighter in her 50's and her POV is so engaging because her
demeanour belies what she truly is on the inside. Perhaps | can use the analogy of crusty bread - ahard and
thin outer layer protecting a soft fluffy centre (I wouldn't let her hear me call her fluffy though).

Andthisiswhy | believe that Bennett is such an incredible author. Mulaghesh didn't just miraculously
appear as a character in City of Blades simply because she was the perfect choice to carry off the book's
gritty commentary on war and death, and what it means to be a soldier. Her introduction in the City of Stairs
showed who Mulaghesh is as a person; we can appreciate her concern and care for the soldiers and people
under her watch. And who sheis, plays avery crucial role in the culmination of the plot in this book.

"Thisisthe service, and we soldiers are servants. Sure, when people think of asoldier, they
think of soldierstaking. They think of us taking territory, taking the enemy, taking a city or a
country, taking treasure, or blood. This grand, abstract idea of ‘taking,' asif we were pirates,
swaggering and brandishing our weapons, bullying and intimidating people. But a soldier, a
true soldier, | think, does not take. A soldier gives."



Asmuch as | was already enjoying the book right from the start, | was thrilled when Sigrud finally made his
appearance. Without a doubt, the most badass scene belonged to him yet again, but that's not all there isto
thisintimidating man. | don't want to spoil anything except to say that the character development in Sigrud is
taken to another level by the end of this book and it was quite a hard-hitting one.

Lead characters cannot stand on their own and to fully expand on their identities as realistic and relatable
individuals, the supporting ones need to be equally and empathically developed. Suffice to say that it isthe
manner in which these side characters bring out the nuances of Mulaghesh's and Sigrud's personalities which
made our main characters so compelling. And a crucible of violence, death and unrelenting grief pushes their
boundariesto the limits.

Therich, vivid and evocative worldbuilding continues to fascinate me to no end. Through the perspective of
Mulaghesh, we see how the Blink altered another Divine city. The co-existence of the Miracles and the
mundane result in the most surreal and bizarre outcomes when the Divinities died.

| also absolutely adore mystery plots that are rooted in lore, religion and mythology. Just in this one book, |
was treated to an absorbing mystery of my favourite kind, 'real’ characters who | feel so much for, aworld
and itslore which | cannot get enough of, and loads of thought-provoking passages that highlight allegorical
themes so relevant to our real world.

Deserve. How preoccupied we are with that. With what we should have, with what we are
owed. | wonder if any word has ever caused more heartache.

The Divine Citiesis shaping up to be one of my favourite serieswith its exceptional characters,
captivating stories, lush worldbuilding and impeccable writing in a genre-defying narrative. | am
craving for more and hope that the final book, City of Miracles, will live up to this excellent sequel.

This review can also be found at Booknest

Another buddy read with the lovely and wonderful bookish buddy, Celeste, who loved it as much as | did.
Her review on City of Blades is exceptional, so do check it out.




