Justin Morgan Had a Horse

Marguerite Henry , Wesley Dennis (Illustrator)

Read Online ©



http://bookspot.club/book/79667.justin-morgan-had-a-horse
http://bookspot.club/book/79667.justin-morgan-had-a-horse

Justin Morgan Had a Horse

Marguerite Henry , Wesley Dennis (lllustrator)

Justin Morgan Had a Hor se Marguerite Henry , Wesley Dennis (I1lustrator)

Joel's face suddenly lit up asif he had thought of something for the first time. He spoke now to the horse, as
though he were the one that mattered. "Why, come to think of it, you're just like us, Bub. You're American!
That's what you are. American!"

In 1791 aVermont schoolmaster by the name of Justin Morgan comes home with a two-year-old colt named
Little Bub. Taken as payment for an outstanding debt, the little colt doesn't seem like he is worth much, but
the kindly teacher asks one of his students, Joel Goss, to train him. Joel knows the horse has great potential,
and soon word about Little Bub spreads throughout the entire Northeast for his ability to outwork, outrun,
outtrot, and outwalk any horse in the area.

Thisisthe extraordinary tale of alittle workhorse, who, after being born in obscurity, becomes one of the
greatest breeding stallions of all time. In this true story Newbery Medal-winning author Marguerite Henry
and artist Wedley Dennis celebrate the life of the only horse ever to establish abreed all by himself -- the
Morgan.
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From Reader Review Justin Morgan Had a Horse for online ebook

Karol says

| loved the story of one young man's devotion to both Justin Morgan and his remarkabl e horse.

Tiffany says

Highly recommend. Henry's books make wonderful read-alouds.
Every time | read a book by Marguerite Henry it becomes a new favorite. I've never yet opened one | didn't
love. Her stories are sweet, beautifully written, and carefully researched. Y ou will learn something. They are

engaging enough for adults and children alike. They carefully introduce vocabulary. They teach virtue.

www.|oveboxes.blogspot.com

Sheila says

A wonderful, touching horse story that | somehow missed reading in my preteen and early teen horse loving
years. The relationship between Joel and Lil Bub was very special, and this book was all the more enjoyable
because it is basically atrue story about the horse that founded the Morgan horse breed.

Amy says

My oldest just LOVED thistitle! :)

Tarissa says

If you went to Vermont, back in the time of the late 1700s... you would meet Justin Morgan. He was a man
who had a problem. It all started because afarmer owed Justin some money. The farmer couldn't pay the
debt, so instead, he gave a horse. To some people, that would be awonderful thing to receive, but Justin
didn't need a horse. He needed money.

One might say, "Sell the horse"--but that's just the problem. No one wants to use their money on a small,
(VERY small), scrawny animal, who is weak and cannot work like other horses. Since no one will buy poor
Little Bub, Justin isindeed stuck with him.

See what can happen that turns this story upside-down when Justin Morgan's friend decides to help out.
Why, even President Monroe takes notice!



This book tells atrue story. | liked the book because while | was reading it, | knew that it actually happened.
Infact, Little Bub's tale became an American legend. Thisis adelightful horse story, great for boys & girls
to read (ages 9 and up).

Squire says

Another Newberry Honor book by Marguerite Henry.

I'm not a horse person. But I'm quite taken by Henry's horse stories. One of the things that impresses me
about Henry isthat al her stories are based on true stories and the amount research she does to write themiis
tremendous. And it shows in the final product. The illustrations of Wesley Dennis add another level of
enjoyment to her stories.

Here she relates the story of the the runty colt that grew up to become his own breed and the boy who
believed and loved him. It starts in the mountains of Vermont and goes through the War of 1812.
Exhilarating and suspenseful with lovable characters, this one turns out to be an endearing piece of historic
Americana as President James Monroe makes an appearance in the finale of the book. And the journey of
"Lil' Bub" turns out to be allegorical to the American experience. A true masterpiece of children's literature.

I missed this one when | was growing up, but it never really fit into my reading interests as a youngster.
Reading it as 51 has been arevelation to say the least.

Michael says

In the beginning of this story Justin Morgan ends up getting two young horses. These horses came from a
farmer who owed Justin Morgan quite a bit money, but because of his circumstances all he had to offer was
these two colts. One of them was a nice strong colt that could fetch some good money, and the other was a
tiny weak colt named Bub, that Justin Morgan expected to only be a burden and an extra mouth to feed.
Although it turned out that these colts were such great friends that Justin Morgan was forced to take both.
But throughout the story, while Bub seems to be a very poor horse at first, it turns out that he is much more
than everyone first expected and ends up doing much more than just paying for himself.

Throughout Justin Morgan Had a Horse, the colt Bub seemsto be a very unlikely candidate for a good
workhorse, but he ends up becoming a famous name all throughout the eastern united states, beating even
some of the best pulling and racing horses from all around the world. And so atheme that is very present
throughout this book is that, Sometimes the people (or animals) we least expect to be good at something do it
better than anyone else. Thistheme is also shown as Joel, the boy who practically raised Bub, ends up
building himself up as aworld class horse expert even from hislowly beginnings.

| think that for the intended age group of this book being alittle younger, it's well paced, and entertaining.
Generally this book isinteresting, or maybe | shouldn’t say “interesting” but rather “entertaining” as the plot
has almost no intensity, let alone atwist. In other words, it's predictable. But that isn’t necessarily a bad
thing, in this caseit just meansthat it feels pleasant, familiar, comfortable and is a nice relaxing read that
doesn’'t come off as particularly boring. It's entertaining without being specifically intense or having an
extremely unique plot. Overal | enjoyed this book for what it is, just don’t expect an intense medieval



fantasy or something, because, while it’s good, just remember that thisis still just a book about horses for a
pretty young audience.

Sarah says

We read this book as part of our American History studiesthisyear. It takes place just after the Revolution
and covers several more years on past the War of 1812. My kids really enjoyed it but then we haven't read a
Marguerite Henry book that they didn't love.

Jenny says

| liked but didn't love this story. | appreciated Joel's concern, love and dedication toward Little Bub. The
story was interesting but didn't fully draw mein.

Michael Fitzgerald says

Thisisthe original 1945 edition (89 pages). This version (not the expanded rewrite from 1954) was the
Newbery honor book. The illustrations are well done, and they suit the book perfectly.

Manybooks says

Although | do indeed very much appreciate Marguerite Henry's Justin Morgan had a Horse as a story in and
of itself (the sweet and loving connection between Joel and Little Bub which not only endures but grows
stronger and stronger over the years, and that it is young Joel who first notices there is something
extraordinary and truly special about Justin Morgan's little horse), and believe that the main message
presented is necessary and of both historical and contemporary significance and value (namely that one
should not judge a horse either by its perceived lack of a pedigree or by its stature, its physical appearance
and size), | am actually also somewhat if not even majorly disappointed with this novel (even though Justin
Morgan Had a Horse is considered a classic by many and won a Newbery Honour designation for the
author).

For unlike Marguerite Henry's Misty of Chincoteague series or her brilliant and evocative King of the Wind,

| actually never did manage to feel al that fully and personally involved in Justin Morgan had aHorseand in
the antics and exploits of Little Bub (to the point of distraction, to the point of even skimming entire chapters
that just did not seem all that personally interesting). Still recommended, but definitely not all that good afit
for me personally (and | guess perhaps that all the Americana and patriotism, although historical and thus of
course even understandable, does not entirely, totally endear me to Justin Morgan had a Horse either, as |
have never been at all into nationalism, finding it more often than not tedious, even at times politically and
culturaly distasteful, not to mention potentialy if not inherently dangerous).

Now the version of Justin Morgan Had a Horse | have just read and reviewed (and also the one most




commonly available and in current print) isthe expanded 1954 edition, which would thus obviously NOT be
the 1945 first edition of Justin Morgan had a Horse that won the 1946 Newbery Honour designation. And
while | do wonder whether | might like the original first edition more (and often rather enjoy comparing and
contrasting older and newer editions), our local library only has the expanded edition; and even ILL could
not manage to locate the older unexpanded edition of Justin Morgan Had a Horse free of charge. And | do
not at present really want to take the chance of trying to purchase a copy of the original 1945 Justin Morgan
had a Horse novel onling, as this could prove expensive, | already have far too many children's literature
books inhabiting both my shelves and my floor, and | have in the past purchased used books online deemed
so-called first editions only to find out that they were not first editions after all (so | will and gladly refrain
for the time being, unless or until | am able locate a used and above all inexpensive version of the original
1945 Newbery Honour winning novel at one of the local used bookstores we sometimes frequent). Sureisa
bit disappointing and misleading though, since this 1954 edition of Justin Morgan Had a Horse does not in
any manner indicate that it has been expanded from the first edition and also clearly features the Newbery
Honour designation on its cover (which at best, is only partially correct).

Abigail Wallace says

| never was a horse crazy girl, but | loved Misty of Chincoteague even till. MISTY is Marguerite Henry's
best known horse novel. When | stumbled over this one last month, looking for a good read aloud for my 7
and 9 year old sons, it was a no-brainer! With the high drama of horse, his boy and their nation coming of
age, not to mention thrilling horseraces and backbreaking hard work complete with both heartache and happy
endings, JUSTIN MORGAN did not disappoint! All that in 170 pages. JUSTIN MORGAN held the attention
of both sons (and their mom and dad). It taught us all athing or two about the makings of true greatness, too.

We finished the book the week of July 4th, so my patriotism was already kindled. Regardless, JUSTIN
MORGAN will make you proud(er) to be an American. From the author's forward: "Thisis the story of a
common, ordinary little horse who turned out to be the father or afamous family of American horses... Even
in his own lifetime he became an American legend. He labored hard al day, and then at sundown, when he
should have been fed and bedded down for the night, he took part in races and pulling bees...Today his
descendants, known as Morgan horses, are renowned throughout the world. Y et nobody knows whether that
first Morgan's parents were British or French or Dutch. And nobody really cares...He'sjust like us. He's
American."

Leah Markum says

Little Bub, Justin Morgan's horse, knows how to make a statement. From the first whinny in chapter one asa
"too small" colt to the "deep snorty rumble” he obligesto President Monroe at the peak of the horse's fame,
he frames the history of the first of the Morgan breed in style.

Justin Morgan Had a Horse depicts the real story of how the Morgan breed came to be. It hauls logs, pulls
carriages, out races Thoroughbreds on the 1/2 mile, possesses a sweet disposition and calm manner, and
packs all those characteristicsinto atiny body that originally no one thought would be worth any money.
Marguerite Henry consults with many historians, surviving relatives of some of her book's characters, and
many history books to make her horse stories as authentic as possible. That and great story telling makes all
of her books fascinating reads.



The narrative follows Joel Goss, initially aten-year-old boy joining his teacher, Justin Morgan, on a
peregrination to Massachusetts. Morgan has debts to repay, and he was hoping a friend that owed him had
the money. Instead Morgan and Joel |eave with one colt...wait, it seems the friend saw Joel eyeing the other
colt, so the friend left the gait open and...two colts. Joel and Little Bub begin their story.

Morgan can't find anyone willing to buy such asmall creature and had Joel gentle and train him. Joel aimsto
buy Little Bub one day, but in the meanwhile a novel passes. Little Bub growsin fame. He's able to do
everything one can expect from a horse, and then some. Size doesn't matter. However, money does and Joel
has to keep saving.

I love Henry's books for many reasons: the horses, the history, the friendliness of the people, and the bond
between the main human character and the main equine character. Joel wants alife filled with love and
horses, and he's willing to find away to make that happen even though his father forces him to sign on asan
apprentice to the town's inn and sawmill owner. Little Bub gets rented and owned all over, competes all over,
but Joel finds away to accompany him. | imagine those movies where bad things happen to the animals--and
even though this rarely happensin Henry's books--1 feel like Joel is a projection of myself, and assuring the
safety of the horse everywhere he goes.

I'm amazed how long-lived Little Bub was. The book runs from around 1794 to maybe 1815--the book is
vague at some points, but shows official dates at others. Little Bub was put to work almost immediately--
trained over hisfirst winter in Vermont, and logging by summer. So he couldn't have been astiny asthe
earliest chapters make him sound, which was perhaps a yearling. I'm going to suppose he was born in 1791
to be barely old enough for the heavy hauling he did. He's perfectly healthy around 1815. I'd imagine 24
yearsis exceptional for ahorsein that time period.

Little Bub, who adopted his owner's name Justin Morgan, was the little horse that could

Cheryl says

| just reread (?) the 1954 edition and it was * not* the book | remembered. So, maybe when | was achild |
was fortunate enough to read the original 1945 edition, the one that is about 1/2 the length the more available
one? Maybe | focused on what | saw as the strengths of the book, based on my enjoyment of other books by
Henry & Dennis? | am going to try to find an original to compare the two for myself. I'd be willing to bet the
older is better. Even the artwork of this newer book seems coarser, more hurried.

And the publisher lies! The back flap claimsthat 1947's * Misty* is Henry'sfirst book for children, and still
puts the (1946) silver sticker on the front cover of IMH!

Abigail Larsen says

Meet Marguerite Henry, one of my favorite childhood authors. Why? Because all the stories | read by her
were about horses, and like most young girls, | was horse crazy. Justin Morgan Had a Horse was her only
chapter book that | remember reading through three times. | recommend it to all fellow horse-lovers out
there. The true account (with afictional twist) of how the popular breed Morgan cameto bein the late
eighteenth century, you'll find it inspiring and fun.



It all beginsin 1791 when likable school teacher Justin Morgan accepts Little Bub, a scrawny colt, as
payment for a debt owed him. Feeling he is stuck with the short end of the stick, Justin doesn’t see much
potential for Little Bub. But he hands him over to Joel, an eager young student, as a project. It is Joel who
discovers the unique, strong, and soon-to-be-famous horse he has the privilege of training. Turns out Little
Bubisn't so little; he's a colt the world will not soon forget. Enjoy the exciting story of this obscure horse
turned celebrity and get a history lesson whileyou're at it. You'll never look at Morgans quite the same way
after you understand their memorable ancestor: Little Bub.

Recommended read-aloud age: all ages
Recommended read-alone age: 8 and up

My blog: www.oursureanchor.com




