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Rebecca says

A book about faith and how to accept God's love. It answers questions many have in the form that all can
relate to. | definitely recommend this book-for those who have questions and even for those who are secure
intheir faith.

Sar ah says

For what this book purposes to do, it does well. Does it have comprehensive answers to every question about
faith and doubt? Absolutely not. Are there deeper arguments that can be made against some of the answers
Strobel gives? Absolutely yes. Another reviewer, for example, points out the logical fallacy in the first
chapter about Todd Beamer's faith. The book does include a number of weak spots that a well-versed casual
philosopher could expose.

But this book is not written for awell-versed amateur philosopher. It iswritten for high school students. And
it addresses questions that real high school students would ask [I know, | teach them!]. It isn't going to be a
book that | would suggest for those who are intellectually rigorous. But it is a good introduction to general
answers and concepts, as well asintroducing the names of Christian philosophers that do head into those
deeper waters, like William Lane Craig.

If | had to choose a book to give to a student with questions about Christianity, | would hands down choose
If God Then What: Wondering Aloud About Truth, Origins & Redemption by Andrew J. Wilson. But if a
student had a copy of this book or was given one, | wouldn't discourage them from reading it, which in my
world is about as close to a thumbs up as a book can hope for.

3.5/5 stars [if GoodReads would let us do that]

Lukesays

This book is.... unctuous. Maybe sneaky is a better word. | was expecting to find a good but not too wordy
response to the "toughest objections to Christianity"” in this short paperback. Instead we see answersthat a
middle schooler would have trouble arguing against and subtleties they probably aren't savvy enough to
realize. To me | think the book has an agenda and is wildly and insidiously biased.

Roughly 45 seconds into this book | had to put it down and stop myself from throwing it across the room.
The author, Lee Strobel, thought it would be a strong opening to discuss the bravery of pilot Todd Beamer on
flight 93. First off, it's strange to me to invoke the power of Christ and the war on terror at the sametime; |
can't help but be acynic and think he's trying to sneak his worldview into the minds of the reader. | gotta say
though, about 20 seconds later | wasn't so cynical because it struck me that the author is perhaps legitimately



retarded. After afew paragraphs Lee adds a blurb subtitled "Faith on Flight 93." It reads in its entirety:

"'If he gave up hislife to save others, that would be Todd" Lisa said later.

What gives a man that kind of courage?

"Todd was a committed Christian, secure in hisfaith and his eternity," hiswife wrotein aletter after the
crash. Apparently that faith held strong to the very end. According to the Airfone operator, Todd's final
words were, "God help me. Jesus help me. Are you ready? Let's roll!™

So we're about one minute into the book about how super religion is and he's laid out an anecdote that shows
how a person can face death without fear aslong as they have their faith guiding them in the righteousness of
their decision. Maybe that'd be a good point to make if it weren't for the fact that Todd wasin this horrible
situation in the first place because a few men had their faith guiding them in the righteousness of their
decision to hijack an airplane. Check the same passage out with afew changes:

"Ali was acommitted Muslim, secure in hisfaith and his eternity,” hiswife wrotein aletter after the crash.
Apparently that faith held strong to the very end. According to the Airfone operator, Ali's final words were,
"Allah help me. Allah help me. Areyou ready? Let'sroll!™

Erie.

It reminds me of a satirical article in which people in the Middle East turned to religion for solace in the face
of violence. One fictitious victim comments through tears "I cringe to think where the people of the Middle
East would be right now if it weren't for our steadfast belief in one true, merciful, and loving Supreme
Being."

Thankfully the book didn't carry on in such a manner after the September 11th introduction. As this book
takes on the toughest objectionsto religion, the first chapter takes the 9/11 anecdote to move into the
objection that if thereis a God why is there suffering. One example | realy like was that if you were trying
to save a bear from atrap you may have to push his leg farther in to help; read: the sticky situations we get
ourselves into sometimes need to get alittle more painful before we get out. Ok... | dig that analogy and the
book isfilled with other good ones. And if | were in 9th grade maybe an analogy would get me somewhere
but | don't find it that compelling. | have hard time seeing how this"Y ale educated" and successful journalist
can be satisfied with these cute analogies either.

The author also quotes CS Lewis (whom you already may know | don't like): "God whispersto usin our
pleasures, speaks in our conscience, but shoutsin our pains; it is his megaphone to rouse the world." To me,
the unbeliever, al this saysisthat God is amanifestation of human desperation. Like the maybe-religion-is-
the-problem allusion | made earlier, either the author doesn't want to address these obvious objections, or
perhaps his head istoo far in the clouds to consider these interpretations. Instead of a serious analysis,
chapter 1 soon ends on a sappy note. An interviewee says how God will come to you, he will be the answer,
he will be exactly what you need.

Deep.

Chapter 3 takes on evolution. I'll admit Lee does anice job of collecting some topical quotes that makes
evolution sound silly, and for the sake of argument | will concede that maybe there is an intelligent designer.
Even if | give that concession, trying to make young, curious students overly skeptical of evolution is not
only intellectually irresponsible and base, 1'd say that it's morally irresponsible. The advancement of
biomedical technology is dependent upon biology whose foundation is evolution. Even if intelligent design



doesn't stall or atrophy our medical capabilities, it isthe anti-learning, it says " This is something we don't
understand, it's so complex that God must have made it, look to it only to marvel at our super duper God!"
Assuming God did design the earth and life, why can't people make some theories based on investigation and
empiricism, especially since it provides us with health and longevity? | think God is atouch sensitive for an
al powerful celestial being.

Chapter 4 1 have a bone to pick that's subtle. The book keeps nudging at the idea that monotheism is best,
polytheism is a bit privative, and atheism is bad. An example of a subtle nudge is a chart on which we have
Monotheism on the left (Islam, Judaism, Christianity), polytheism in the middle (Hinduism), and "Thereis
no God" column on the right (Buddhism and Atheism). So... the presentation of the datais aready biased.
Christianity here on the left and whoa! way over here we have Buddhism... ut oh! In response to this thought
that mono is best, NEWS FLASH: Trinity meansa"trio" of God. If you consider al the pray making to the
Virgin Mary and to patron saints in the Catholic church you're looking at polytheism. Even if you take away
Mary and the Saints you are left with the trinity. | know theologically minded Christians can go on for
volumes on the division of God and it till being one Gaod, but @) why split it up then, and b) how can anyone
possibly know about this subtle spiritual division? Indeed, the multiple and wide schisms this debate has
caused in the church indicates people don't really know, they're just strongly opinionated.

Here's another point in this chapter that made me mad because they stop nudging and unabashedly hit you
over the head with the point that Christianity is best. Buddhism is attractive because, "you can be good
without having God." Islam is attractive because of "the politics of the places where it prospers.” |s he saying
it'simposed? | don't know... probably. Hinduism prospers because it teaches "treating the earth with
reverence.” Hippies!! "Why not Christ? Because he calls you to die to yourself. Whenever truth involves a
total commitment, people resist. Christ demands more than people are willing to give." What a surprise you'd
say that Christianity isthe best and best for you, clearly that's why it's not popular... people are lazy! How
about the fact Christianity doesn't call for dietary restrictions, no alcohol restrictions, the protestant ethic
encourages building wealth, and you only need to put in an hour aweek. And also, how about the fact that
people don't shop for religions and that the analysis is absurd from the start?

Asyou can see... | was disappointed by this book. It'sturned me into aranting atheist! | suppose the point is|
do not recommend this book. | must leave you with one last thought:

"Even though | might not have a completely good explanation at this point for why there'sahell, | know
there's got to be an explanation because | have too much evidence that Jesus Christ really is the Son of God
and he taught about those things."

1) What evidence?
2) How con-ven-i-ent!!

Megan Huggins says

Asfar as Christian books go, this one was pretty good (better than some we've been assigned to read for
school). Strobel raised some interesting arguments and gave valid answers. Most of al, he remained
encouraging and reminded people struggling with their faith to have hope.




Patrick says

| read the original edition of this book but thisis the student edition of just 95 pages. Really simpleto read
but very helpful. Typical Lee Strobel.

Elle says

Okay. It was unclear sometimes and | feel that it could be written better.

Neatia says

For what it is, it's decent. | really dislike the opening where they use the 9/11 tragedy as an attention-getter,
and I'm not fond of the lack of depth in the chapters. The latter | can acknowledge as the author's attempt to
reach out to atarget audience, but the fact that a 'student edition’ exists at all speaksto me of a publisher's
desire for more money- also given away by the fact that the last eighth or so of the book is nothing but ads
for other, similar books. Thisbook | think is best served as something to invite further research into the
topics and questions it raises. For that matter, | wish it organized its sources better in alog in the back by
topic instead of listing them in-chapter.

Nick says

lots of my questions.

Jose Vieitez says

Life changing. Intellectually honest look.

Betsy says

This student edition hits the highlights of The Case For Faith so if you are looking for a shorter version as a
faith booster or to give you some succinct answers to your questions until you have time to dig deeper, thisis
the book for you.

Crystalyn says

Wow. Reminded me of when | wasin an astronomy class and was just mesmerized and wondered how



people cannot believe in their Creator. This author asks the hard questions:. the ones Christians are often too
afraid to ask. And he answers them, and lets the ready use their own brains and common sense to choose to
believe the truths. Great read. | plan to leave this book lying around and hope my kids pick it up. If |
recommend they read it, they won't. If | put anote on it that says "this book is crap” they just might pick it up
andreadit. :)

Sylvia says

Most parts are very good with answers for the toughest questions/objections. But one thing bothered me was
the chapter about hell. Seems like the seriousness of hell got watered down. Just finished studying
Revelation with BSF, this chapter totally gave me a different feeling about hell. The feeling of "it's not
THAT bad!" Maybe it's becuz thisis a student edition so it's hot discussed in depth asin the original edition?
Will need to read up on that .

Verasays

read it in couple hours as it was short. i was looking for agreat book asinstead i found it alittle bit strange. it
did not really have cases for God ,only couple .i dont know if the long version its better but this one its not
convincing..

anyway i am a Christian

Paige says

* | received this book for review from the publisher. Thisin no way affects my thoughts expressed in this
review*

There' s just something about a book that, within the first few pages, the author tells you a story that
resonates so deeply that you are in tears, and that’s how this book starts out for me. Granted, | wasin the
hospital reading this, waiting to find out whether or not my dad had heart attack, so yes, that might have
helped it along, but | feel like this book did indeed help me to keep myself centered. As| read, Lee Strobel’s
words both educated and soothed me as | sat therein that (very uncomfortable) hospital chair with my
mother and brother by my side and prayed.

This book not only kept me centered during that time, but it aso helped me be able to answer those tough
questions that life throws at you from time to time. I’ ve always been very confident in my faith, and | so |
was really looking forward to this journalistic style novel, and I’m so happy to have read it. | would highly
recommend thisto teens, it'sarealy eye opening and thought provoking read that, though short, gave me a
lot to think about after.




