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Addie Winter is single—just one more reason for disappointment in her permanently disapproving mother’s
eyes. There’s nothing she wants more than to be loved but when her own mother can’t bring herself to love
her, she wonders if anyone can. What she needs is a man—real would be ideal, but she’ll settle for pretend.
Anything to shut her mother up.

Will Mansell chokes on his drink when Addie offers to pay him to spend the night in her room. Tall, dark-
haired and the epitome of Addie’s “hero”, he can’t believe his luck because women usually go for his blond-
haired brother. Ed Mansell is a serial playboy with an electric smile who waltzes through life and through
women. Lucky for Will and Ed, they don’t have the same taste in women. But that was before they met
Addie.

Far from pretending, Will and Ed set out to prove Addie is worthy of love—but Addie finds too much love
can be just as painful as none at all.
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From Reader Review Doing the Right Thing for online ebook

StellaR says

That should be the title of this book. I was so frustated with the "hero" and annoyed with the heroine. Won't
say much about the story line because it would spoil everything. It's that kind of book which better be read
without knowing what to expect.

However, it would be a 4-5 star story if the relationship and emotions were explored further. With the ending
as it is, I'm dissapointed. Not dissapointed of how it turned out because I agree with the choice. I AM
dissapointed of the journey, there was almost none of it. Seriously? I can say I met some of the biggest idiots
in this book.

Tia says

Gosh, I don't even know how to explain this book. Basically hero and heroine meet, have an affair, find out
he's her boss and that he's married. Hero falls in love with her and she with him but heroes wife comes back
and he takes off from the heroine, treating her horribly. Well the "hero" turns out not to be the hero at all, his
brother actually is and he falls in love with the heroine too. So in the end she had to pick and she picked hero
number two, which was the first heroes brother. Complicated Mais Oui? Yeah it was a head spinner but it
was pretty effin awesome on all accounts. I'm glad she chose the right brother though, (Ed, brother she
chose) he treated her better and how she should of been treated from the start.

Elle says

I like my drama in my books not in my life, and this book ensured that I won't have any real life drama for at
least... 2 days. Guaranteed

Drama drama drama drama. Holy crap. Our heroine here is in this impossible situations and I'm not even
sure how she navigated her way out of it. I was a little stressed for her while I was reading. I'm probably
going to have to read this book again to see how it all developed. I feel kind of like I did the first time I
watched Fight Club.

The author uses the 'look over there' method and pulls a bit of a fast one on us. Because of that, I felt like the
HEA romance was a bit understated and one sided. (We see the unrequited love build with one character
while the other is occupied with other things.)

It's increasingly clear that Barbara Elsborg loves to make things get worse when you'd think they could get
no worse. Oh man, there is quite the chain of unjust tragedy in this book, so much so that it almost numbed
me as the reader. I was sitting there thinking 'holy shit, just leave - going somewhere and starting again has
got to be better than this' and then of course something else terrible would happen.



If authors write about what they know, I'm suspecting that Barbara Elsborg is a tall, quirky woman who is
down on her luck and does not feel loved (don't worry Barbara. I love you!). In almost all of her stories the
heroine's all have this in common. But other than that, so far her books have all been very different. Her
writing style is the same in that there isn't just one pivotal conflict, but what the conflicts are and how the
characters react is always different.

This was a gripping and emotional read. Plays on the Cinderella theme wherein the innocent gem of a
heroine is abused and despised by the 'evil step-mother' character. But everything works out in the end. Yay.

Wicked Nyx says

Ok, this was an odd book. Addie is with Will throughout most of the book, but picks Ed at the end? Could
we have a little more time in the book showing Ed and Addie? Some relationship development would have
been great on that end. Not a very satisfying read.

Holly says

I love ms Elborg's books, but this one kind of put me on the fence. It made me more sad then anything else.
Will is just such a damaged man, but you want to root for him and hope that he can do better. But he proves
time and again he cant, and that was just so dissapointing, I kept waiting for some redeeming characteristics.
Which then frustrated me with Addie and her reaction towards him despite this. I dont know, I am far from
unhappy with her writing, but this is one of hers that I will not be rereading.

Katie says

Something Barbara Elsborg has a true gift for is creating cute, spunky, wounded and LIKABLE heroines.
Addie was no exception to her mold. This is the 5th book by Barbara Elsborg that I've read, and she hasn't let
me down yet in this area. To me this is an extremely important facet in the books that I love. The other thing
that I've seen is characteristic to a Barbara Elsborg book is an imperfect hero. I have mixed feelings about
Doing the Right Thing when defining who in fact is the hero of this book because this one (kind of) had two.

Addie needs a man. And not just any man. In a matter of sheer desperation to get her mother off her back
about it, she has created a tall, dark and handsome fictional boyfriend. Things become exceedingly bad when
Addie's family (who haven't met her mystery man) begin to question whether or not he exists. He doesn't of
course, but that doesn't stop Addie from bringing him home to show her brother that "Noah" is a real person.

Ed and Will Mansel are at a hotel gym when they see Addie. Ed is the first to notice this tall, clumsy and
absolutely lovely woman. Addie notices Ed as she tumbles off the treadmill, however this beautiful BLOND
man is not what she needs. When she spots Ed's dark haired brother Will, she embarrassingly asks him to
spend the night and pretend to be her boyfriend Noah. He agrees, and so it begins.

Addie quickly falls for Will in all his gentlemanly, handsome glory. But when she gives in and lets him have
her virginity, she's not prepared for the beautiful, crazy (almost) ex-wife that comes along with him.



If I didn't follow exactly how wounded Addie truly was, I would almost accuse her of being TSTL. But with
the way she has been shunned and shut down her entire life, it was obvious to see why she behaved the way
she did, and continuously let Will come back to her bed and her heart again and again. She so wanted to be
loved and claimed by someone. Will would offer her his tenderness and devotion for a isolated amount of
time, but then he would quickly pull his affection back every time his crazy ex-wife would wrap her
manipulative tentacles around him.

I didn't completely blame Will for running hot and cold with Addie. He was torn, between a new love and
tying up the loose ends with the old one. He had been hurt, manipulated and let down by his ex so many
times, that his perception of reality was severely distorted. But even with my (slight) understanding of why
Will would run full throttle toward Addie and then just as quickly back up and run in the opposite direction, I
couldn't bring myself to like him. He was a moron for continuously falling for Vee (the ex's) crap. In just
about every situation where he was forced to make a decision which involved Vee, I disagreed with his
solution and wanted to kick him in the nuts for it. He continuously crushed Addie's heart. At no time did I
feel bad for Will and his emotional turmoil. At no time did I not think he deserved everything that happened
to him and more for bringing it all on himself. Again, he was a complete, spineless, dumbass. Hurt me once
shame on you, hurt me twice, three, four, infinity times, shame on me. This book had that cliche' in spades.

The only person throughout the entire book who showed Addie complete kindness is Will's brother Ed. He is
a playboy with a reputation for loving and leaving women, but he loves his brother, and he just wants his
brother to find happiness. And more than anything, get away from Vee. Though he really had a backseat
position to Will and Addie, Ed was my favorite character.

In the end I enjoyed Doing the Right Thing but the only times I was truly moved and heart sick were the
times when Ed would either think or express his feelings. Those times were usually followed by a sense of
helplessness and hopelessness that he would ever really have Addie's heart. But because of his lack of page
time I felt the relationship between Addie and Ed was rushed and left me wanting more. Almost the entire
book was Will's drama followed up with Will's drama and a little more Will drama on the side. Poor Ed, if
you went by sheer page time and the time he was given to build a relationship with Addie, he shouldn't have
stood a chance. In the end I was overjoyed with Addie's choice, but felt left wanting more. More of Addie
and Ed. And the way Addie's choice played out, with all the love showering on Will throughout almost the
entire book, and the lack of attention given to Ed, I just couldn't buy the reasoning behind why she chose the
way she did.

MK says

[ But if I'm in Addie's place, I would also choose Ed, because will just messed things up with all his wrong
decisions. This is a new turn of events, where the first guy in everything doesn't always get the happy ending
yet. (hide spoiler)]

Nicole says

Amazing...Amazing...Amazing. This book is just...Amazing (yeah, I said it again.) Ms. Elsborg is just
awesome. I loved this book with all my heart. Addie was freaking hilarious, someone I could see myself
befriending. Ed...Oh, Ed. How I wish my future husband will be like him. I thought Will (as many I think



also think) was a supremely weak man. I loved him at first but then I grew to tire of him and his running
back to that vile Vee. This is one author who knows her stuff. I'm infatuated, thank you for making my day.

Sarah Wolfe says

The heroine got on my nerves after a while. But she had nothing on the "hero" of this novel. I literally
wanted to stab him.

While being an all around ditz, there were a few likable qualities about Addie. She was funny at times and
there were even moments I could relate to her. I hate that she forgave Will nearly every time he was an
asshole, and there were many, many times. I also hate that she was everyone's puppy to kick around. It
seemed almost everyone in this novel went out of their way to be mean and hateful to her. In hindsight, I can
kind of understand that she was desperate for someone to love her and that's why she kept going back to him,
but there has to come a time when you say enough is enough. When you're feeling worse being in a
relationship than you are out of it, it's time to let it go.

Will on the other hand was an all around douche bag. He lied to Addie constantly by omitting the truth
because he was a spineless little worm. Every time after he slept with her he treated her horribly after,
pushing Addie aside for his ex-wife every time she sniveled and threw a hissy fit. He should have known his
ex-wife Vee was up to something. People that are that manipulative and constantly lying don't just become
that manipulative and lying overnight. The whole time I was like: "Um, hello... She was your ex-wife for a
reason!!" And yet, he pretty much clung to the woman's every word, believed her with little to no doubt that
she was telling the truth. You would think that if you didn't like someone very much you would try your
hardest to get rid of them any way you could. Vee was a habitual liar and none of her lies were ever very
believable. I don't see how Will couldn't see through her lies when Ed saw through her shit with no problem.

Which brings me to the saving grace of the book. Ed, though made out to be a bit of a man whore, was
actually a nice guy and the only one with half a brain. He was more attentive to Addie's feelings and was
more considerate to her than her boyfriend, Will. Even before Addie and Will started going out Ed was more
sympathetic to Addie. From the beginning he told Will to get rid of Vee, to not believe anything that she
spewed because she was a deceitful bitch. He was always the one picking Addie up and patching together her
self-confidence after Will made her feel like she wasn't good enough or that she was just a quick and easy
lay.

In the end I wish he would have been in the book more than Will, to whom I wished that batshit ex-wife of
his would have stabbed him and ended his pathetic existence. The author could have cut out half of his parts
and filled it in with Ed and the book would have been much better. He's the only reason Do the Right Thing
gets two stars. I'm glad the book ended the way it did.

Celia Fernandez says

This is one of the books i have ever cried so much......Usually i cry for death scenes but this.....it was so
emotional(For me i think).....But i got to say this...Addie mother was a real pain in the a**....(Whatever the



mother's "SECRET" was..) No child has to go through childhood the way Addie was bought up....i really
wished she was adopted....

As for Will, he had too much on his plate and i know he should have ditched the "EX" and i also know he
could be a real jerk at times.....but still it was heartbreaking at the end..to see his brother who had women
falling at his feet...to love the same girl he loved.....It was a wonderful book though and Will's brother ED
was really a sweetheart....WHO WOULD NOT FALL FOR HIM..???????....:)

Acathla says

This book will suck the life out of you. The first book I had read by Barbara Elsborg was Susie's Choice, and
that was alright. I thought this one would be in the genre erotica. It wasn't; it was in the genre misery. It's
hundreds of pages of everybody walking all over the main character and her letting them. The first 80 pages
alone were just her having about ten mishaps per page. Then it got pretty dark real fast and the rest of the
book is basically just abuse with abuse on top. Just as you're nearing the end and thinking it can't possibly get
any worse, it does. Twice. And the most bizarre thing is that the author chose to finish the book with happy,
lovey-dovey sex.

Susie in Susie's Choice and Addie in this one are both really weak women (And WHY do they always have
to be virgins?!? Are all these pseudonyms actually for sexist men? Or are all the editors men?? Can anyone
point me in the direction of non-virginal erotica, PLEASE?).

I'm not sure whether to read any more by the same author if all the women happily just let anyone and
everyone trample all over them.

Auraya says

This book...Im speechless.
I felt for the heroine throughout the story and every little heartbreak she endured made me love her even
more, because she got up again and didnt let it break her. Yes there was a lot of drama ,but it all fit and in the
end it was perfect and I love Barbara Elsborg for ending it so beautifully. The end was truly amazing and
exactly like I wanted it. Especially in the romance/erotica genre its really rare to find this kind of quality in
the writing and story.

Kristen says

This book did not feel like a romance. The actual hero had very little page time, which made the ending feel
insignificant and anticlamatic. Very disappointing read.

Amanda Sheila says

Just finished and oh my god. Barbara Elsborg knows how to play with emotions. I can't believe.. Oh my god.



Basically, this book tells about a girl with imaginary boyfriend because her mom was a freakin' bitch and
harassed her all the time. So she starts looking for a guy who's willing to be paid to be his "one day"
boyfriend and he met one. The complication occured when the brother of the guy fall for her too.

So many angst in this book, just the way I liked it. The ending's not what I expected, but still. It's romantic
and I like it.

Way to go, Miss Elsborg! Can't wait to read another her works. ;)

Heather in FL says

I'm so torn on this one!! It was good and unexpected. I like to find books on my Kindle where I don't quite
remember the blurb, lol. Then it's a total surprise! I started to remember the blurb in the middle of this one,
but wasn't sure which way it was going to go. It was surprising, angsty, heart-breaking, witty, cute, and
ultimately satisfying.

My heart broke for all three characters at different times in the story. Mostly for Addie, who feels like she's
unlovable. She's a virgin, never been on a date, kissed once by a drunk Australian who then puked. Not a
great track record with men. Her mom is just horrible to her. We find out why, but even that was so
heartbreaking. While I have a sliver of understanding about that, for the most part, I think it's horrible. (view
spoiler) Oh, it just broke my heart. That she felt like she needed to "invent" a boyfriend to get her mom off
her back was sad in itself.

And so she finds Will to pretend to be her made-up boyfriend. Will is excited she chose him over his brother,
who is a man slut and normally the object of women's attention. Will doesn't know, at first, that she chose
him because he had dark hair while his brother, Ed, had light hair, so he matched the description Addie had
made up. But there's a definite spark between them, even though Addie is the clumsiest heroine I've ever
read, lol. She's also so in control and witty when she's not nervous. So he spends the night with her
(platonic), kisses her (to make it look legit for Addie's brother, though it feels like it's so much more
significant), plays with her nipple briefly which causes her to orgasm (because she's just that responsive),
then leaves when she hightails it back to her room in mortification about said orgasm.

And then the next workday, it turns out he's with the company that bought the place where she works part-
time. More mortification. More nervousness and extreme clumsiness. And Will doesn't know how to deal
with it, so he's really mean to her. And then he apologizes, they go to his house, she loses her virginity
(without telling him she was a virgin), and his ex-wife shows up trying to reconcile. Whom Addie knew
nothing about. And she feels tossed aside. Rinse, lather, repeat a few times. Will was so torn. He's the
responsible one. And he's torn between what he wants to do and what he feels like is the "right thing". His
ex-wife does NOT help things, but she was there to get Will back. And Addie didn't fit into her plans at all.

Every time Will lets Addie down, Ed is there to sort of pick up the pieces. And somewhere along the way, he
realizes he really wants her. But she's Will's. Right? And he's the man slut. Right? Except Addie makes him
feel things he hasn't felt in a really long time. So he's conflicted between what he wants to do and what he
feels like is the "right thing". He does enough good things for Addie to start questioning her feelings toward
Ed.

Ultimately, it becomes something akin to the story of Solomon wanting to split the baby in half.



Like I said, I'm torn. I'm sad for the one she didn't end up with, but it made sense. And I was happy for the
one she did end up with. And I was happy with how Addie finally realized that she was lovable and she stuck
up for herself when Vee's lies threatened to ruin her. She'd never get love from her mom and never had it
from her dad, but she'd found it with someone who loved her very much.


