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P?ib?h 0 "spalova? mrtvol", trochu podivinském a pilném zam?stnanci prazského krematoria Karlu
Kopfrkinglovi, pat?i do prvniho obdobi spisovatelovy tvorby. Vy3el roku 1967 a spojoval bolestnou reakci
na p?edvé e?né dramatickeé situace republiky a celé Evropy s grotesknimi a"?ernymi" psychologickymi a
d?ovymi motivy. Jestlize se tato préza ozna?uje jako psychologicky horor, spravn? to vystihuje autorovu a
vyprav??ovu fascinaci zlem a smrti. Charakterizovalai titulni postavu, jez se v pr2b?hu p?ekotnych udal osti
apod vlivem mefistofel ského p?itele ochotn? p?izp?sobovala nabidnuté p7ilezitosti ke karié?e "vyvoleného"
akon?Zilavrazdami aizolaci.

Je ovdem t?eba p7ipo?itat smutn? ironicky Fuks?v vyprav??sky styl, ktery jakoby neosobn?, v?2cn? nebo
citupln? vede dialogy a popisuje a"hraje". P?sobi nejenom drasticky, ale i panoptikdn?.

P?ib?h, odehravajici se na samém konci 30. let v prazskych kulisach v dob? mnichovské kapitulace a
okupace, p?sobi aZ obludn? logickym vyvojem "malého" AovXkak p7ijeti zla; patologicky p?ipad sleduje az
k dov?tku s datem p2ta?ty?icatého roku. Diky vnit?nimu nap?ti lidského p?ib?hu aliterarnim kvalitam a
rovn?z diky Usp?snému filmovému zpracovéani se Spalova? mrtvol po?itak nejlepsim prézdm Ladidava
Fukse.
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From Reader Review Spalova? mrtvol for online ebook

Carol says

| read this as part of an online cultural studies course. A dark and powerful read; the chilling story of devoted
family man Mr Kopfrkingl, living in Czechoslovakia during the Nazi occupation of 1938-45. Mr K manages
a crematorium and he believes death rel eases people from their suffering. Under the influence of Willi, Head
of Nazi security, he comes to believe that The Fuhrer is benevolent and thwarted by Jews. Mr K's wife has
some Jewish blood; therefore so do his children. Mr K isthe cremator...... Enough said.

Nati Korn says
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Tereza Matouskova says

Co kdybych t? ob?sil? Jedna z knih z oné "povinné" ?etby, po které stoji za to séhnout, i kdyz mate skolni
|éta za sebou. Doporu?uji také vyborny film s Rudolfem HruSinskym. :-)

Pe?ivo says

Stejn? jako film genidni. Kopfkringl p?edesel dobu se svoji vliezlou a stéle se opakujici informaci, Ze je
abstinent. Aniz by byl tazan to furt n?komu cpe a slouzi tak jako vzor dneSnim vegan?m. Krom odfléknutyho
konce, kdy mi p?islo, jakoby to uz Fuksu moc nebavilo acht? bejt hotovej, splendid.

Vojt?ch says

Op?t stejn?jako u jinych klasik, které jsem nedévno ?etl - prvn? jsem si ?ikal, pro? jeto tak vychvalované,
co je natom tak UZasné. A ve druhé polovin? to p7idlo. Absurdni situace st?idaly dalSi absurdni situace se



Sibeni ?nim humorem (doslova) avpijel jsem se do jednotlivych slov, co to So0. Kompletni p?em?na psychiky
?2ovka nan?kolika desitkéch stranek, kterd vam vyrazi dech.

Madeleine says

?arokrasna, nebeskd, blazena, n?zna a o?ekévalajsem to morbidn?si

verbava says
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Filip says

Tak tohle bylo nebeské.
"Co kdybych t?, draha, ob?sil?' —tahle v?ta prost? vystihuje celé dilo.

Vojtech says

V?2t&ina z?em? zna p?ib?h spalova?e jako nep?ekonatelnou filmovou klasiku s HruSinskym v hlavni roli. S
filmem si ovSem nezada ani kniha, ktera mu byla p?edliohou. Fuks?v styl je hodn? osobity, pomalou?ku
polehou?ku v néznacich a monolozich buduje slusn? mrazivou atmosféru. Knizka je to krétkd, dostupnajako
e-book, atak neni rozhodn? pro? vahat aco ngd?iv s ji nep?e?ist.

gauldy says

KdyZ o této knize 2eknu, Ze je DIVNA, neni to my3eno v?bec zle. Popravd? se mi divné v2ci docela libi.
Alek v7ci.

Ladislav Fuks mi u?aroval jako genidni vyprav??. To, co n?kte? mnozi proklingji, m? naprosto uchvétilo.
Zaplavil totiz avod knihy symboly, které se rozhodl opakovat aZ do jejiho Uplného konce. AZ do zav?ru se
budeme setkavat s rudolici divkou v ?ernych Satech, s muzem s tvrdym bilym limcem a ?ervenym motylkem
at?eba rozhadanym parem, ktery mn? osobn? p?isel geniain? vykreseny.

Fuks si libuje v ?arovném opakovéani vt a popis?, tak jak je to mozno vid?t t?eba u Havlovych absurdnich
dramat, coz dotva?i bizarni atmosféru p?ib?hu.



Rozhled je, ?ekl bych, omezeny jen bezprost?edn? na hlavniho hrdinu; tam, kde nuti byt koSaté dialogy, je k
nalezeni vZdy jen Spalova??v dlouhy monolog, jakoby mluvil se svym okolim i ?tena?em a zarove? oba
p?esto p?ehlizel anepustil ke slovu. CoZ je taky bod k dobru.

Jediné, co m? zklamalo, je zav?r. Po celou dobu z knihy dycha hutna atmosféra, ktera se neliprosn? stup?uje
s kazdou strédnkou a nuti ?ist dél, ale rozuzleni p?ijde najednou a skoro bych ?ekl "bez citu". P?sobi to nam?,
jako kdyby autor uz nem? ?as nebo chu? dal p?emy3let, jak knihu zakon?it.

Rovn?Z mi p7idlo trochu slabsi rozvedeni charakterového p?erodu hlavniho hrdiny - z extrému do extrému,
jedinou spojnici bylajeho zéliba v préci a zalibeni v tibetskych naukach. Mozna, byt kniha o dabych padesét
stranek delsi, aby Iépe vysvtlila, co se mu honilo v hlav?, je genidni.

AdiTurbo says

Mr. Kopfrkingl livesin Prague, Czechoslovakia, and works as an undertaker in a crematorium. He hates war
and violence, and is enchanted by Tibetan Buddhism. He is aloving father and husband, and the perfect
citizen. Seemingly. He keeps repeating what seemsto be his goal in life — to reduce other people’ s suffering.
Butisit, realy? He seems to be more interested in material gifts hisfriend, Willi, is getting out of growing
closer to the Fascist elements in the country, and to the Germans who are about to take over the country. Mr.
Kopfrkingl plays with words and names, music and art, through which he tries to beautify the world. Heis
using al kinds of rationalizations to try and “beautify” the horrible things he iswilling to do to fit in with the
new ideology, and to get what he can out of it. And it is amazing how easy it is to convince yourself that you
are working for the good of humanity and to stay good in your own eyes, while at the same time, becoming a
monster. Full of dark and morbid humor, thisis adisquieting and painful satire that is well worth reading.

Helena Eflerova says

Absolutely brillinat and horrific story. | have read it in the Czech language and appreciate surrealism and
poetic expressions.

I was moved by the internal conflict of Karl Kopfrkingl in between the drop of german blood he clamed and
his loyalty to whife and two children with jewish backround. Fuks described extraordinary way Karl's
journey where he transforms from a family orientated loving husband to a cremator/murder of many innocent
lives. It is suprising and shocking to exept Karl's way of thinking. How he does justy his actions to him self,
family and his nazi friends. How he gets manipulated by his nazi friends in combination of influence from
Budhism in his favorite yellow book about Tibet and his passion for the work in creamatorium.

His thinking is that he helps these innocent spirits by turning them in a couple of hoursinto a pure ash and
send then to Universe to help them escape from suffering here in Hitler's Empire.

I question Karl's way of thinking and interacting with the outside world from the beginning. When he acts
like an dictator in his house and his family has to do anything he sais. His view on life and death as well as
love for art and music seemsto be part of some kind of ideology.




Janel says

Well, The Cremator was certainly an interesting read. Mr Kopfrkingl is an interesting character, not wholly
unlikeable to begin with, wanting the best for his family and istroubled by the cruelty that existsin the
world. He worksin a crematorium and views his job as way of relieving peopl€e’ s suffering and allowing
them eternal peace, as thereis no suffering once your body has returned to ashes. However, astime
progresses he succumbs to the Nazi ideology of his friend, and a cremator is the perfect occupation to
dispose of those who do not fit with his new way of thinking.

Fuks has such a unique narration style, I'm not even sure | could describe it, so I’'m going to go with the
blurbs description —it’ s tragicomic (manifesting both tragic and comic aspects). Thisis a horror novel, but
horror in an almost satirical fashion. Out of context, | would say this novel gives food-for-thought on one
man’ s decent into madness. It was only once |’ d read the * Afterword’ at the end of the novel, and placed
what I'd just read in its proper historical context, was | able to appreciate fully what Fuks has created. | was
able to match the characters and ideas present in this novel to the historical and political time in whichit's
set, and while this novel was still one man’s descent into madness, it became so much more than that.

| enjoyed this novel, particularly because | really liked the narration style; | have no illusions that it will
appeal to everyone, especialy as the narration can be very repetitive at times. The plot itself islucid,
showing in asimple manner how Mr Kopfrkingl succumbed to the Nazi regime. Disturbing in its simplicity,
The Cremator is a horror novel unlike none I’ ve read before — a good and quick read, made even more
powerful by the ‘ Afterword.’

Michael says

A young friend of mine encouraged meto finally read this novel. Her school had invited her class to a theater
production of the book at the prestigious Stavovské Divadlo (National Scene) in Prague. She was impressed
with the performance, but expressed the following assessment of the play itself: “It was psychopathic and it
gave me nightmares.”

Like many people outside of the Czech and Slovak Republics, | was familiar with Ladislav Fuks' short novel
through its film adaptation by Juraj Herz. The book (and the film) is considered a modern classic, and it was
amongst the first East European films to see distribution on DV D back in the early naughts (in USA through
Facets, and in UK on the Second Run imprint). While the film (&l so scripted by Fuks) follows the book fairly
closely in terms of plot, the character of Mr. Kopfrkingl (the cremator of the title) is developed very
differently in the book.

Opening in the late thirties, Kopfrkingl isinitially portrayed as afairly typical burgher of Prague. He is
married to araven-haired beauty, whom he adores above all else on earth. He has two teenaged children, a
good position at the crematorium, and a nice apartment close to the center of the city. Heisanormal person
on the simple side, who does not ask the big questions. He wants what the vast spectrum of humanity wants
—to belong and feel loved, to be accepted and even respected, to have security, and to prosper and provide
for hisfamily. Heis naive, even willfully naive; using his simplicity as a shield against any threat to his
sense of safety and equilibrium.

Hence, he experiences the Jewish people he interacts with through work and as neighbors as kind and



friendly, and although he does have “a drop of German blood” in hisveins, it is not something he gives much
thought, because he naturally sees himself as Czech before anything else. He is not oblivious to the changes
that are taking place in the world around him, but, he feigns ignorance, and he picks up on bits and pieces of
news and conversation that he makes his own vernacular, brushing off any sense of threat with repeated
clichés, such as“...welivein acivilized world...” and “...people do not tolerate violence...”

However, in the background of the story, the world is changing rapidly. The German Nation is making
claims on the Sudetenland, and gradually Kopfrkingl is literally made to understand that he is not an island.
Moreover, it is made clear to him that a man with “adrop of German blood” in hisveins, and with expertise
and ability can advance in society, provided that he is adaptable in hisworld view. Given Kopfrkingl’'s
character it is not difficult to imagine that he will find ways to bend his sense of reality ever so dlightly to
conform to these changes around him, and how slowly, as the world becomes more and more insane, we end
up with aman that is a monster. Here is not an evil man, not even an overly opportunistic man, simply a
man, who does his best to fit in and adapt.

The tone of Fuks' book is very darkly humorous, and his portrayal of Kopfrkingl is grotesque to the point
where he almost sabotages the intent of his novel. Few books have probably come closer to answering the
guestion of how people managed to perform unspeakabl e acts during the last world war, or during any other
time in history. However, the character of Kopfrkingl is perhaps just a touch too pathetic and intrinsically
weak to make most readers able to identify with him, and accept that the slow change from a good, decent
person to ademonic arbiter of all that isbase and evil is not unique to this man, histime or his place.

Ond?¢g Puczok says

Je to krasn? divné, svym zp?sobem se zajimavou p?edvae?nou atmosférou, mato silny konec, ale n?co mi
tam prost? chybi. Stejn? jako v d?ive 2ené knize MySi Natdlie Mooshabrové jsem si uzival hrétek sjazykem,
vrstveni napad?, opakovani slov, ne/p?ekvapivého opakovaného pouZivani vedlejSich postav, popisu doby i
psychol ogického rozpadu osobnosti hlavniho "hrdiny". To d?ezité a opravdu zajimavé se de nachazi na
velmi malé ?asti knihy a ?ekal bych vice prostoru v?novaného oné "prom?n?'. A opravdu m?te? zajima
filmové zpracovani...




