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Once again, New York Times and internationally best-selling author W. Michael Gear turns his master’s
hand to the frontier West. In the vein of his best-selling Coyote Summer, Gear now takes us to the 1812
Missouri Fur Trade. An intimate of the Burr conspiracy, the condemned and hounded John Tylor signs on as
boatman with Manuel Lisa’s expedition. But the river is now contested as the British, Spanish, and other fur
companies prepare to break Lisa’s hold. As the expedition battles its way up the violent river, Fenway
McKeever lurks in Tylor’s shadow. Not only is the half-mad McKeever paid to kill Tylor, but he’s
convinced himself that by destroying Lisa’s expedition, he can sell his services to the highest bidder.
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Theresa says

Flight of the Hawk: The River (A Novel of the American West #1)
by W. Michael Gear
Flight of the Hawk is the first book in a trilogy that will lead those fans that favor the Michael Gear’s
Richard Hamilton books on another Manifest Destiny/ Frontier adventure. They will have an intellectual
immersion into American History and the past they dream about. All the aspects of the original Coyote
Summer and Morning River are present.
Michael Gear has a way to describing that would astound most readers, you not only see but feel the muck
and detritus that the characters slog through in the opening pages of the book. You can almost smell the city
of St Louis. Not a smell I would recommend. You will deeply understand the danger and adventure of the
characters as they engage on a trading adventure.
The book shows the struggles of the rivermen from the engages to the leaders of the trading empire. The
engages are light hearted men who sings brawny songs, and finds peace in pole and rope like, Baptiste
Latoulipe.
Then there is Manuel Lisa the leader of the Missouri Fur Company. The Missouri Fur Company was the
American trading company that built a trading empire along the Missouri river in the early 1800’s. Manuel
Lisa many dreams and aspirations that are being challenged or encroached upon by many sides.
John Taylor the lead character is a learned man finds little delight in songs, and thoughts of simple things.
The past haunts John Taylor, Hallie, his estranged wife is the focus of his dreams, and she is who haunts him
because of his mistakes of the past. All his love spurred because of his rival. He has backed the wrong horse,
and has nothing to show for it, just the ashes of the empire he dreamed about in his hands.
Grey Bear is a brave of the Shoshoni that is struggling to save his people. He has a dream about a way to
save his people, but he has to risk everything to save them.
Setting up the intrigue who is John Taylor? What is his motivation for joining the expedition that might be
the last hope of the Missouri Fur Company? Will they control the river? Or will they find a way to connect to
the native population for trading? This book makes all the important character descriptions that will hook the
audience. Fabulous Job Michael Gear as always.

Tina Osterman says

This is an incredible tale. It is centered, around the history of the Fur Trade, during 1812. It follows, Manuel
Lisa, a Spanish fur trader. His efforts to get up the Missouri river, are written with magnificent detail.. You
meet many historical figures, on this journey. It is quite a realistic view of the times. How easy, to become an
outcast, form society. Enter John Tylor. He just wants to be forgotten, by society. As part of the Burr
conspiracy, if his identity if found out, he will hang. He meets up with Lisa, who needs men, any men, to get
his boat, Polly up the turbulent Missouri River. But, danger follows from bitter rivals, of both men. Their
future lies up that river

We also meet Gray Bear, leading fifteen members of his tribe of Shoshone. Following Aspen Branch's vision
to find the White man. Their enemies are unstoppable, with guns. They can not longer hunt, but must hide.
To find a better future, he Dreams of a meeting ... I am eagerly awaiting the second book. I highly



recommend this novel.

Carol Luttrell says

Left wanting more

This kept me riveted and constantly wondering the direction of the story. Then the end came...what
now???!!!! Is there a sequel to this and of so what is it????!!!

Bill Oehler says

Flight of the Hawk

Another fantastic book by a fantastic writer! This one just would not let me or it down. Anxiously looking
forward to the next one!

Robymv says

Historical Western set in the 1812 during the fur trade revolving around one man caught in the intrigue
surrounding upcoming wars between rival nations. Seen from the economic viewpoint of who would control
the wealth.

KO says

With talk of a coming war with England, Manuel Lisa, an experienced trader, is in St. Louis preparing his
river expedition for a dangerous journey on the Upper Missouri. While there, a ragged man with an odd air
of quality about him, comes to see Lisa in hopes of joining his keelboat mission.

John Tylor has intentionally sought out Manuel Lisa after hearing rumors of the planned expedition. Tylor is
well spoken and knowledgeable, which is completely out of character given his scruffy appearance. He
applies for any available work and is ready to start immediately.

Lisa hires Tylor under doubtful eye, sending men to spy on Tylor before the expedition begins. The most
disturbing secret he uncovers? John Tylor has books, and he reads! (Gotta love it!) For the times and the
given conditions, it is a curious activity for any engage or hired man, especially one dressed in tattered
clothing lacking personal hygiene. Suspecting Tylor is a spy, Lisa widens his search for information on this
enigma of a man, but cannot find a reason to dismiss him.

Tylor soon sets sail with the Lisa expedition where a realistic account of life on the river in 1812 is handed to
the reader on a silver platter. Native American clashes, British war threats, mosquitos, and murder plague the
expedition, but when a letter written by Andrew Jackson is sent upriver, Tylor's life and his head earn a price
tag.



This is a rare glimpse into the world of rivermen and fur traders in America. History buffs and historical
fiction readers should snap up this story not only for the pure enjoyment of reading a realistic tale, but also
for the historical facts and accuracy of a time period often overlooked.

Flight of the Hawk: The River caught my attention after falling in love with another frontier book by this
author, Morning River, which was first released in the mid-90s. (I am still aghast that a movie hasn't been
made out that fabulous book!) W. Michael Gear portrays this true-to-history life so well that his vivid
descriptions and realistic dialogue pick you up and set you down on the banks of the Missouri. His expertise
and talent for delving into the heart of the American frontier, especially the fur trade, is simply unbeatable!

Joe Slavinsky says

The author, being a Renaissance Western man, really seems to know the day-to-day details of life in the 19th
Century. The book was educational, yet I felt it was a bit of a pot-boiler. The characters, at least the main
ones, were fairly well drawn, but the interplay between some of them didn't ring true. The main bad guy was
absolutely evil, and the protagonist was ideally good. Their interaction seemed a bit overwrought. Overall,
not a bad book, but not up to the standard of James Fenimore Cooper.


