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First she lost her heart. Then she lost her mind. And now she’s on a road trip to win back her ex. This
debut novel’s packed with drama and romance!

Rosie’s always been impulsive. She didn’t intend to set her cheating ex-boyfriend’s car on fire. And she
never thought her attempts to make amends could be considered stalking. So when she’s served with a
temporary restraining order on the first day of summer vacation, she’s heartbroken—and furious.

To put distance between Rosie and her ex, Rosie’s parents send her on a cross-country road trip with
responsible, reliable neighbor Matty and his two friends. Forget freedom of the road, Rosie wants to
hitchhike home and win back her ex. But her determination starts to dwindle with each passing mile.
Because Rosie’s spark of anger? It may have just ignited a romance with someone new…
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From Reader Review How My Summer Went Up in Flames for
online ebook

Donna {Book Passion for Life} says

“I know women are supposed to stand on their own and all. I get that. But every once in a while it
doesn't hurt to wish for a fairy godmother, a little magic, and a happy ending.”

I had been eager to read How My Summer Went Up in Flames since I first received it for review, mainly
because I’m yet to find that road trip book that I could totally fall in love with. I was hoping that Jennifer
Salvato Doktorski debut novel would be it, and while it wasn't, I certainly enjoyed reading it.

How My Summer Went Up in Flames starts with Rosie, a teenage girl who recently had a temporary
restraining order put against her after she torched her ex-boyfriend; Joey’s car, when she discovered he was
cheating on her. Rosie can’t quite get her head around all the trouble she is in, and still doesn’t abide by the
law when she’s caught kind of stalking Joey. So, the only way her parents know how to deal with her is to
send her on a road trip with her next door neighbour Matt and his friends, hoping she will discover herself
along the way.

As I said before, I definitely enjoyed reading this story, it's an ideal read if you've just broke up from school
for the summer and you're looking for that read that can take you the places you've always wanted to see.
How My Summer Went Up in Flames certainly delivered with that aspect, with my favourite part being
where the characters where visiting the Grand Canyon. I'd love to go there one day!

Rosie was a fun character - one who has her issues, but hey, what seventeen-year-old girl doesn't? I felt some
of her reactions were way over the top but that's Rosie. I enjoyed how she started finding herself along the
way of the trip, I didn't like how much she kept pining over Joey, but him cheating on her was the plot of the
story. Now I loved Avery! I wouldn't mind reading a book all about her. And then we have the guys; Matty,
Logan and Spencer. I really liked them all. Rosie didn't end up with the guy I thought she would but still, it
was still interesting to see her figure things out.

The story itself was enjoyable at a good pace, there was enough entertainment through-out and enough
laughs to keep the humour going. What I felt lacked and really did affect my overall rating of this book, was
the romance. It definitely fell short and there just wasn't as much as I would have liked. At one stage you
have no idea who the main character Rosie's love interest really is, because she has moments with all the
three guys she's on the trip with. To me, that's too much, especially since the romance isn't the key factor of
the story - it's all about the road trip and Rosie finding herself. I sometimes felt that Rosie was put into these
moments with the guys just to fill the story....and the guy she kind of ends up with, she doesn't really get a lot
of swoon-worthy moments with him, and I need that swoon in the story.

In all, even despite the minor issues I had with this story, I still enjoyed it. It's one I'd recommend to any road
trip fan because they may enjoy it even more than me.

Suzanne says

An awesome, sweet, cute read that kept me entertained from start to finish. Rosie was a great character that I



totally gelled with.

I loved getting to know the guys along with Rosie and I fell in love with all of them, Matty, Spencer and
Logan. The romance wasn't really an integral part of this story as Rosie's feelings are kind of all over the
place having only recently had a bad break up with her ex, Joey and then finding herself served with a
Temporary Restraining Order after she blows up his car.

She is on the road trip because her parents felt it was a good idea that would keep her away from Joey until
her court date. But it gives Rosie time to think things over and I felt she did a lot of growing up over the nine
days with the lads and emerged from the trip a different girl.

I would recommend this book to everyone, because I'm not a big contemporary fan and I loved it!!! I want to
go on a road trip now :)

Allie says

Reading How My Summer Went Up in Flames was so much fun. I am pretty sure the author was giggling as
she came up with some of the parts that made me laugh out loud. Highly recommend. More in a few days...
4.5 stars.

Full Review:

This so does not read like a first novel. I predict that Jennifer Salvato Doktorski has a long and successful
career ahead of her, much like Lauren Barnholdt or Jennifer Echols. The writing is literally laugh-out-loud
hilarious, and I am much more a smiler than a laugher while reading. How My Summer Went Up in Flames
had me from the first line (which was so good I read it out loud to my husband) to the last page.

I loved that the plot arc wasn't just about Rosie getting her (worthless) boyfriend back or finding a new love.
I didn't know where Doktorski was going with the romance angle--the story kept me on my toes but the
ending was still satisfying for lovers of a happy ending.

Rosie herself is someone you'd want to be friends with, from her never-a-dull-moment personality to her
loyalty and love for her family and her dog. You have to love a heroine who wants to talk on the phone to
her dog when she's out of town.

It was also nice to read a YA book with both parents in the house, a functional, loving family unit, yet still
facing the challenges real families face.

I have had a Kindle for almost 2 years now but I felt like learning how to use the 'note' function for the first
time with this book, so I could mark multiple passages as 'funny.' I will recommend this title to anyone
looking for a fun escape with a solid (but not hammered-home) message beneath the snark and sass. Loved
it!

Alaina says



[I kept flip-flopping on Rosie but in the end I ended up liking her character. She definitely had to grow up
throughout this book and get over her awful douchebag of an ex. I loved the whole idea of a road trip with
her best friend Matty. Plus it doesn't hurt that she was tagging along with the two other guys, Logan and
Spencer - who

Bookaholic (reads every mortal thing) says

Bleh. What was I thinking? I dont even like road trip stories.

I really think I was under the impression that this'll be different. I don't like road trips in book because there
is always an unnecessary amount of drama added to it, along with the typical amount of 'oh-my-God-I-am-a-
teenager-and-I-have-problemz' drama.

Rosie is one of the most ungrateful, bitchy and unlikable heroines I have ever read about. She stalks her
ex after he cheats on her. Not cool. Then, she gets a restraining order slapped against her when she is accused
of setting his car on fire. And what does Rosie do next? She drives up to his house and continues to stalk
him.

She gets caught by her parents for this and naturally, they're angry. Who wouldn't be? But oh no, Rosie isn't
having any of it. She whines about how her parents dont 'get' her, how she needs to do her 'thing' and cries
unfair when her father tells her she has to work in his lamp factory as punishment. But when a friend of
Rosie's, Matty, suggests that she come with him and 2 other friends on a road trip across the country, Rosie
is horrified. Yes, how dare she waste the time she could be stalking her ex by driving across the country and
exploring new places.

Her parents are intially not oboard with the idea, but decide its best that Rosie stay away from her ex till the
court date. Rosie gets really angry and unhappy with this development. Seriously. I dont know what she's
complaining about. If I ever got a restraining order at her age, my parents would put me on lockdown and
take away everything dear to me till I'm 40. She clearly doesnt appretiate how easily got by, but let's move
on.

Rosie is sad. And when Rosie is sad, she gets stupid. She leaves a message to her douchebag ex, telling him
that she will take him back if he just apologize to her.

There is something called self-respect and you dont have it.

Julia says

Hin. Und. Weg. *-*

---------------



Rosie’s always been impulsive. She didn’t intend to set her cheating ex-boyfriend’s car on fire. And she
never thought her attempts to make amends could be considered stalking. So when she’s served with a
temporary restraining order on the first day of summer vacation, she’s heartbroken—and furious. To put
distance between Rosie and her ex, Rosie’s parents send her on a cross-country road trip with responsible,
reliable neighbor Matty and his two friends. Forget freedom of the road, Rosie wants to hitchhike home and
win back her ex. But her determination starts to dwindle with each passing mile. Because Rosie’s spark of
anger? It may have just ignited a romance with someone new.

Okay, das ist erst mein dritter (glaube ich zumindest) Roadtrip und ich habe das bisher bei jedem gesagt,
aber dieses Mal ist es mein voller Ernst: Das ist der beste Roadtriproman, den ich kenne!
Ich liebe HMSWUIF (keine Lust, den Titel jetzt jedes Mal auszuschreiben). Punkt. Es ist perfekt. Punkt.
Zumindest für mich.
Die Protagonistin Rosie hat mich mit ihrem Charme schnell um den Finger gewickelt. Im Klappentext steht
zwar schon, dass sie spontan und impulsiv ist, aber trotzdem war ich nicht darauf vorbereitet, wie
temperamentvoll sie wirklich ist – und das ist sie, aber hallo. Rosie besteht aus etwa 80 % Spontanität und 20
% Humor. Das mag jetzt vielleicht so klingen, als wäre sie total oberflächlich und es würden die ganze Zeit
nur spontan irgendwelche Sprüche aus ihrem Mund fließen, aber so ist sie nicht. Ich finde, der Autorin ist es
gelungen, dass die locker-leichte Sommergeschichte und die etwas ernsteren Aspekte sich die Waage halten.
Im Klappentext wird schon angedeutet, dass Rosie sich während des Trips verliebt, aber in wen bloß?
Logan? Spencer? Matty? Ehrlich gesagt war ich mir bis fast zum Schluss nicht ganz sicher, wer denn jetzt
eigentlich der Love interest ist. Ich hatte einen Topkandidaten, aber ich schwankte immer mal wieder. Und
das fand ich nicht komisch oder so, auch wenn sich das so anhören mag, aber das hat eine Portion Extra-
Spannung rein gebracht. In dem Auto herrschte nämlich eine freundschaftliche Atmosphäre, die das
irgendwie so REALISTISCH und echt machte, dass man es als natürlich wahrnimmt. Es passt, in die
Geschichte und zu Rosie. Besser kann ich das nicht beschreiben.
Okay, aber was ich an dem Buch am meisten geliebt habe? Den Humor! HMSWUIF trifft genau meinen
Humor, wie es in letzter Zeit nur die Sachen von Tanja Voosen geschafft haben. Ich denke, damit ist schon
genug gesagt.

Über die Autorin:
Jennifer Salvato Doktorski is the author of the YA novels, How My Summer Went Up in Flames, Famous
Last Words, which was a Bank Street College Best Children’s Book of the Year, and the forthcoming The
Summer After You and Me. Her first paid writing gig was as an editorial assistant for the North Jersey
Herald & News, where, in addition to developing a life-long passion for coffee and news, she wrote
obituaries for eight months. She also worked as a speech writer, bank teller, ghostwriter, bookkeeper in a
lampshade factory, pet shop clerk, and music zine editor. She lives with her family in New Jersey and spends
her summers “down the shore,” where she dreams of taking surfing lessons and observes sea life while
keeping her toes in the sand.

 Fazit
Noch vor einer Woche konnte ich relativ sicher sagen, was mein liebstes Sommerbuch ist. Tja, es hat
Konkurrenz bekommen. Meinetwegen könnt ihr auf die Übersetzung nächstes Jahr warten, aber LEST
DIESES BUCH! Es ist einfach fantastisch.

?Lynn? says

3.5 stars



That was too cute!

Tiff at Mostly YA Lit says

How My Summer Went Up in Flames is one of those on the fence novels for me. It's good, but not great, and
it's fun, but not hilariously funny. It's right in the middle.

I think the most interesting thing about this novel was how the author wasn't afraid to make Rosie unlikeable.
I really disliked Rosie at the beginning of the novel. She was shallow, selfish, and really materialistic. She
refused to own up to her mistakes, and instead of being grateful for the road trip that Matty was taking her
on, she just whined.

During the first third of the novel, I really wondered if that was how she was going to be throughout, and I
was getting annoyed. Luckily, Doktorski was pulling a fast one on me, and throughout the road trip, we
really saw the real and true Rosie come out. The true Rosie is a lot better of a person than I expected, and she
makes some real discoveries about herself that had me cheering at the end.

The character development with the four main characters, Rosie, Matty, and brothers Logan and Spencer was
great. The guys had a lot more to them than met the eye, and Spencer, in particular, displayed sides that I
really liked. 

While nothing wowed me about the writing in How My Summer Went Up in Flames, I did appreciate how
quintessentially TEEN Rosie's voice was. I really feel like a lot of teens will relate to her. She definitely
reminded me of how I talked and thought when I was a teenager.

Overally, I wasn't totally swept away by this novel. It's a fun road trip novel, but I guess it felt a bit like it
had been done before and better.

Bonuses:

Road Trip to Self-Discovery: Honestly, the road trip is what got me to read this novel. I LOVE road trip
novels, and I love what characters learn about themselves while they're on road trips. The self-discovery
aspect is particularly good in this novel.

Real Love Triangle: I know some of you out there HATE love triangles, but this is a really good one (unlike
the Katniss-Peeta-Gale one) - mainly because I really couldn't decide what was going on or who to go for.
There's no clear winner on who Rosie should pick, and I really liked that.

A Girl Who Owns Her Girliness: One thing I totally loved about Rosie was how much she owned her own
girliness. She wasn't afraid to be the girl who was high maintenance: she liked mani-pedis, having her hair



done, and wearing pretty dresses, and that didn't stop her from being sassy.

The Final Word

How My Summer Went Up in Flames is a solid debut novel, with an interesting concept and relateable
characters who are well-developed. It won't blow your socks off, but it's a good, fast read that would be
perfect for the beach.

Juhina says

4.5/5 stars

How My Summer Went Up in Flames was a bundle of joy. I had SO much fun reading this book, laughing
with the characters, yelling at the main protagonist (more about that later), witnessing all the sight seeing
they got to see, and basically solidifying my love for road trip books. Why aren't authors writing more road
trip books? Don't they know the book would become an instant success among contemporary lovers? Like
many readers, I have yet to read a road trip novel that I didn't enjoy. Of course How My Summer Went Up in
Flames might have won itself merit points at the beginning for being a road trip novel, but the characters and
the plot (at least second half of it) are what made me love this book and devour it in a single day.

Rosie, a couple of weeks after breaking up with her cheating ex-boyfriend, finds herself the culprit of a burnt
car belonging to said ex-boyfriend and the holder of a temporary Restraining Order (TRO) her ex-boyfriend
took against her. Her parents decide for her to go on the road trip her neighbor, Matty, who she has known
all her life and is a year younger, and his friend Spencer and Spencer's older brother Logan were taking to
Logan's university, cross country. At the beginning, I was SO annoyed with Rosie and her desperation. It
really left a sour taste in my mouth. She broke her TRO several times and couldn't stop thinking about that
douche. Where is your self respect girl?! I was so happy when she finally went on the road trip and the whole
obsession over her ex-boyfriend started to diminish.

The dialogue in this novel was stolen by Matty and Spencer, mostly Spencer and all his adorableness. That
guy is a nerd to the max but oh so sweet, caring, and funny. As for Logan, he is the hot guy who is also a
nerd; basically every girl's dream guy, looks AND brains? who can say no? However his moodiness and
sneering and dislike for Rosie crashing his road trip was obvious. Yup, you guessed it. He is the love interest.
I loved Logan, when he learned to loosen up he was as cute as Spencer; These two brothers charmed me to
the extreme! Doktorski's writing flowed easily, with a ton of dialogue and a ton of playfulness you expect
from road trip books. This is a book to pick up when you want a smile on your face and a ton of free time for
the day because once I started this book, I could barely put it down. I honestly would recommend all
contemporary and road trip fans to read it because this road trip book is full of all the ingredients that make
us readers love contemporary novels!

Kacie says

THOUGHTS:



5

This was a perfect summer read and surprised me on how much I loved it once I finished it. These type of
books are exactly the type I like to read when I'm looking for a light, fluffy read. Plus the witty banter
between all the characters was very funny. I would just start cracking up...it's hilarious, trust me.

I always love it when the protagonist has a guy best friend, it always bring a new element to the book that I
love. Like its fun to joke around with a guy without it being romantic or venting all your problems to a guy
and getting a different perspective from them then getting it from a girl. Matty was absolutely perfect for this
but I felt he had a little crush in Rosie which is always bound to happen sometime or another. But Matty was
just incredibly sweet that halfway through the book I switched from Team Logan to Team Matty (I always
have to pick sides...I'm sorry!) even if I knew it wasn't going to happen which just made me feel for Matty
more! WHY CAN'T I HAVE MATTY TO MYSELF!?

Logan was another story. I was rooting for him, but then I switched and then I switched back. I knew Rosie
was going to end up with him but I wish there was more time with them together without all the mixed
emotions that Rosie had about him. For example, if they were together would it last? Or should I even go for
it? Or even considering going out with Matty even if she knows that it's probably not gonna happen, so why
does she even think about it? And then she's wasting her time thinking about being with Matty! I wanted her
to just go for it with Logan, even if she is impulsive.

Ughhh I can't wait to read more from this author!

After reading this, I realize I need to stop reading good books because when I finish I always get upset.

Is it just me?

Heidi says

Source: Publisher/ Edelweiss: In exchange for an honest review

Three and a half stars: A light, fun summer road trip book.

Being slapped with a Restraining Order and a court date for supposedly torching your cheating ex-
boyfriend's car was not how Rosie planned on starting on her summer. She had big plans to work at a bridal
store, walk dogs and spend ample time with her boyfriend Joey. When Rosie caught Joey cheating with a
freshman, she couldn't contain her rage. In anger, she placed all her keepsakes from the nine month
relationship in a box on his driveway and set fire to it. Somehow, the fire got out of hand and blew up his
car, even though Rosie doesn't know how that was possible. It doesn't matter since she is currently being
blamed. When Matty, her best friend and next door neighbor, comes to the rescue with a brilliant plan for
keeping her out of trouble, Rosie is anything but excited. However, her parents agree to send her across the
country in a car with three dorky nerds in order to keep her away from Joey. Along the way she might lose
her heart again.....
What I Liked:
*This was an easy, breezy summer read with fun characters, a good story and a great cross country road trip.
If you are looking for a fast, light read for a lazy summer day this is a good bet. It certainly made me smile. I



am a big fan of road trip books, and I thoroughly enjoyed the cross country trip from New Jersey to my
former home state of Arizona. I got a little nostalgic when they hit Arizona and visited many of the sights I
am very familiar with. I soaked up every bit of the road trip!
*I enjoyed the humor in this one. Rosie has plenty of spark and her sarcastic attitude made me smile. The
geeky boys are also capable of making you laugh. This was just what I needed a happy escape novel.
*I loved all three of the nerdy boys. Rosie is not one bit excited to be headed across country with three nerds,
and granted, they do come across as geeks at first glance. Just like any person, though, once you dig a little
deeper there usually is a sweet center, and that is exactly what Rosie got with Matty, Spencer and Logan. I
completely enjoyed some of the nerdy behavior like having every little detail mapped out on an itinerary and
the geeky conversations. These boys have big hearts and any girl would be lucky to claim one of them as a
boyfriend. Matty, Rosie's best friend, is especially wonderful. He is so kind, caring and considerate. Who
wouldn't want to have a guy like Matty for a best friend?
*Rosie....let's talk about Rosie. For the first half of the book she is a bit of a pain. She is self centered,
shallow, selfish and a bit obsessive. Of course, she is nursing a broken heart after her first love cheated on
her and broke her heart. She is like any typical teenage girl who falls in love and ends up with heartache. She
is hurt and obsessed as she repeatedly stalks her ex. Even though she is difficult, I think anyone who has
endured a broken heart or two will be able to commiserate with Rosie. Even though she made me laugh, I did
struggle with her selfishness and single mindedness. For instance, Rosie is one of those girls who believes
she is going to marry her first love and live happily ever after in New Jersey without considering her future
options such as college and career. Let's face it, how many high school couples get married and make it?
Then when she gets dumped her whole future is down the drain and she is lost. Thankfully, during the road
trip, she slowly begins to open her eyes and think about something other than herself and Joey. By the end of
the trip, she has matured, and I was very pleased with her growth. Again, she isn't always an easy character
to like, but I loved her voice and I totally understood where she was coming from.
*The romance.... I was fully expecting Rosie to immediately end up with one of the boys in the car.
Seriously, what teenage girl wouldn't like going on a road trip with three guys? I would! I was happy to see,
though, that the romance doesn't ignite on the trip. It wouldn't be realistic for Rosie to jump into another
romance while she is still trying to piece her heart back together. Thankfully, she refrains even though she is
certainly tempted, and in the end there are a few sparks and a possibility. Where it will go is uncertain, but
the author certainly leaves room for a sequel. I was afraid that it might steer into love triangle territory, but it
doesn't!
*I loved that Rosie's family played a big role in this book. More often than not, parents are mysteriously
absent from YA books. Not in this case. Rosie's mom and dad and even her brother are very involved in
Rosie's life, and it was very apparent that they cared deeply for her and were willingly to do what was
necessary to see her through her rough patch. It was refreshing to see the family play an integral role in this
book.
*I was happy that almost everything tied up at the end. There is room for a sequel, but this certainly works
well as a stand alone. No cliffhangers!
And The Not So Much:
*I was disappointed that Joey seemed to wriggle off the hook for his behavior. I was expecting after some of
the revelations that he would get into more trouble, but it seems he for the most part gets away with his bad
behavior.
*Logan and Spencer, the two brothers, reveal during the road trip that they come from an unhappy home.
Their father is an alcoholic and is abusive. There is very little detail on this story angle, and I found that I
was wanting a bit more. I always appreciate when authors take on tough topics, and even though alcoholism
is introduced it isn't really dealt with. Logan's answer to the problem is to run away to Arizona. While I
understand that is reality sometimes, I was hoping for a better outcome for the brothers. I was also concerned
about Spencer staying in the home without his brother. I wanted desperately to know if he would be okay.
*I read a digital ARC version of this book, and it appeared my copy may have been missing some pages.



There is a scene where the foursome is camping out at the Grand Canyon. Logan and Rosie have a moment
in the tent, and I am not sure what transpired because this is where the book jumped ahead. The next thing I
know Rosie is storming outside of the tent. I am curious to know what was chopped out of my copy.

How My Summer Went Up in Flames is a light, quick read that will be perfect for passing a few hours on a
summer day. It is enjoyable even if it lacks a bit of depth and there is nothing overly thrilling or exciting.
What it does have is great characters, major growth and a fun road trip. If you are looking for a easy breezy
summer read pick this one. I certainly enjoyed it!

Favorite Quotations:
"Take it easy, all right?" I'm not the problem, your bad temper is." "I don't have a bad temper." I look down
at my purple toenails, away from Matty's beady blue-eyed stare. "I'm passionate."
"Good way to keep busy after a breakup. Hoping incarceration would fill those empty hours?"
"My parents thought it was best for me to attend an all-girls Catholic school because it's every teenage girl's
dream to dress like a Scottish bagpipe player. All because I got busted at an eight-grade graduation party
playing seven minutes in the closet with Armand DelVecchio, who, by the way, kisses like a seal. It wasn't
even worth it."
"Avery's not one of those princess bashers. I mean, I know women are supposed to stan on their own and all.
I get that. But every once in awhile it doesn't hurt to wish for a fairy godmother, a little magic, and a happy
ending."
"When I look into his eyes, I want to cry. I get it; there's too much to say, so we aren't saying anything."

Note all quotations are taken from an Advanced Reader's Copy and may vary slightly from the final version.

I received an ARC of this book from the publisher in exchange for an honest review. All opinions are my
own and I was not compensated for this review.
Published@Rainy Day Ramblings.

♥Rachel♥ says

How My Summer Went Up in Flames is a perfect summer read: light, funny and with a touch of romance.

After finding out that her boyfriend, Joey cheated on her, Rosie does what most of us only fantasize about
doing, she sets his car on fire. She didn’t mean to do it, she was only burning her mementos from their
relationship in his driveway when things somehow got out of control and his car became causality. But this
doesn’t matter because that “minor” incident results in a Temporary Restraining Order. Unfortunately, Rosie
doesn’t grasp the importance of staying away and is caught by her parents not once, but twice violating the
TRO! They decide to send her on a nine-day road trip with her best friend, Matty, and his friends, Spencer
and Logan, to keep her out of trouble. The boys, especially Logan, are not too happy that Rosie is crashing
their party. Rosie lays eyes on Logan, and thinks the trip may not be so bad after all, but then he opens his
mouth!



This story had me cracking up throughout. Matty and Spencer are both longtime members of the geek-squad.
They have a to-the-hour-itinerary and ridiculous conversations on things like dissecting the Star Wars
movies (okay, I admit, I’ve done this too, but still, they are way geekier!). Rosie’s reactions and inner
commentary was hilarious too:

 My parents thought it was best for me to attend an all-girls Catholic high school because it’s every
teenage girl’s dream to dress like a Scottish bagpipe player. All because I got busted at an eighth-grade
graduation party playing seven minutes with Armand DelVecchio, who, by the way, kisses like a seal. It
wasn’t’ even worth it.*

I was worried Rosie’s obsession and actions would bother me, but she was a perfect example of a character
in progress. In the beginning she’s only thinking about herself without considering the impact of her
decisions on others, and I wanted to shake her a few times. Being a passionate person, Rosie’s actions are
sometimes misguided and immature. Rosie finally gets the gravity of her actions and starts to feel sorry for
how she acted. The road trip was a perfect way to chase away her heartbreak induced fog, and wake up and
smell the coffee. She really grew on me, because underneath it all she did have a big heart.

Logan was a little prickly and sarcastic at first, but I love how his honest comments get Rosie thinking about
her life, direction and choices.

I loved the gradual attraction and romance built in this story. It felt realistic in the face of Rosie’s situation. I
will say that a romance with any one of these boys would’ve worked for me for different reasons; all three
were special and adorable in their own right.

How My Summer Went Up in Flames was an enjoyable journey of heartbreak, self-discovery, friendships,
and romance. I can’t believe this was Jennifer Salvato Doktorski’s debut, and I expect great things to come
from her in the future!

A copy was provided by Simon Pulse through Edelweiss in exchange for an honest review.

*Quote taken from an uncorrected proof and may change in the final copy.

You can read this review and at The Readers Den.

Emily Anne says

How my Summer Went Up in Flames was such a fun read! (Although I can't stand the way the girl is
standing on the cover. Can I say Ow?) At first, I thought it sounded cute but thought the main character
would be kind of pathetic. Luckily, she was real, and fun, and not too pathetic.

Can I just start by saying I have a rocky relationship with road trip books? I tend to love em' or hate em'. In
this one I thought the road trip aspect was handled superbly though. The characters go to cool destinations in
the USA, plus the ratio of boys to girls is 3:1. So, we get a lot of fun comments from Rosie about the car ride
with the boys. One of my favorite scenes is when Rosie tries to play a road trip game. (To the question
"What kind of fruit are you?" Rosie get back an answer something like, "I am not sure about me, but you are
definitely bananas!")



Rosie is, as already stated, an awesome narrator. She is spunky and you can clearly see the character growth
by the end of the book. Also, her voice is easy to read and I was laughing, like, the whole time! This was a
such a good book to read right after Prophecy which had nothing remotely laugh inducing within the pages.
The other girl we get to know well is a character met half way(ish) through the book. I really liked her
though. Just let me search through the book for her name... Avery! Yes, I remember!

Anyways, she is lots of fun and also induced some laughs from me. And, finally, we have the three boys,
Matty, Spencer, and Logan. They were all great. Matty is the younger best friend that helps keep Rosie from
getting into trouble. Spencer and Logan are brother who are both very, um, neurotic about the schedule and
rules. I think I rolled my eyes at there freakish obsession with how they planned everything!!! Rosie feels the
same way.

Also, I love how the dialogue feels real, and not at all forced, as that is one of my biggest pet peeves in a
book. I read the book so fast, it was addicting. I love addicting books! And this book had everything else too:
humor, awesome romance, a good message, cool premise, and a great pacing that had me zipping through the
pages.

Overall, this was a great read! I would reccomend this to anyone looking for a light, fun contemporary full
(and I mean full) of laughs. I cannot wait to read more by this author, Jennifer Salvato Doktorski!

4/5 bookcases (This was won in a giveaway, thank you Emily Crammed Bookshelf and Jennifer!)

Deena Beena says

Wow. Am I really the only one who hated this? I mean, I can't say that my opinion of this book is entirely its
own fault, after reading 'Amy & Roger's Epic Detour' I guess my standards were set pretty high, I love that
book, and therefore was fairly excited when I picked up 'How My Summer Went Up in Flames', expecting
great things.

I was heavily disappointed. First of all, Rosie annoyed me so much. Half of the duration of the plot she was
mooning over Joey, then Logan, then taking Matty for granted and decided (spoiler, don't read ahead) that
she was, in fact, the one who decided when Spencer got his first kiss and who he was going to get it from;
half of the time I actually had no clue who she was going to end up with because she was, in a sense, at least
slightly romantically entangled with every teenaged male character in the book. It also annoyed me how self-
centred she was, I mean I get it, she's a teenager, but so am I, I'm only 16 where she's a year older than I am,
and yet, I couldn't relate to her at all, because every damn thing she did was so rash and impulsive, and
although she is intentionally characterised that way, I felt that it didn't really serve the plot and just aided in
fueling my dislike towards her. So many times I wanted this book to spontaneously burst into flames as I'd
watch the fire ignite, rising higher and higher until the flames would die down, and with them, the book, and
I would maniacally laugh at the irony of it all, given the name of it.

I know it may seem like I'm being harsh, cruel and a little melodramatic, but I honestly don't understand how
this book is getting such high ratings or even mediocre ratings. The tone and writing style was borderline
primitive, that even I could've written it! It felt like I was reading a last minute, Sunday night, 8th grade
English assignment. The content was lacking and most of the characters were dull and 2 dimensional, I only
took interest in two characters, Matty first, and Spencer second. I'm not saying that I hate Rosie (more like



strongly dislike throughout most of the novel), in fact, I liked her sometimes, like when she stood up for
Spencer, it's just that I felt like she could've made the book so much better, I felt that she lacked depth, a big
portion of why I didn't enjoy this book.
Rant over.

Tabatha says

I seem to have developed a somewhat crazy/irrational love of road trips.. If I'm completely honest, I think
I'm addicted..

Over & Out, T xx


