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Ali Reynolds returns in this suspenseful thriller featuring New York Times bestselling author J.A. Jance’s
signature “fast pacing, surprising plot twists, and a strong, principled heroine” (Booklist).

Cybersecurity expert Roger McGeary finally has his life back on track after years of struggling with
depression. But when he falls from the balcony of his suite on an all-expenses-paid cruise, the police quickly
dismiss it as an accident. Unsatisfied, Roger’s tough-as-nails aunt, Julia Miller, is determined to find answers
and closure. By contacting Roger’s childhood friend Stuart Ramey to help her solve the mystery of his fate,
Julia unwittingly sets up a collision course with a serial killer.

Stuart, his sidekick Cami Lee, and journalist-turned-amateur-sleuth Ali Reynolds put the full resources of
cutting edge online security firm High Noon Enterprises into learning the truth about Roger’s death. With
Cami on the high seas investigating the ship from which Roger disappeared, Stuart stays tied to his
computer, locked in a battle of wits and technology against an unusually twisted adversary. When the
heartless killer sets sights on Stuart, High Noon must race against time to save him and countless others.
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From Reader Review Man Overboard for online ebook

Carla Johnson-Hicks says

How could I have never read an Ali Reynolds book. J.A. Jance is an author I am definitely going to catch up.
I really enjoyed this book.

Ali Reynolds and her husband own High Noon Cyber Security. Their employee, Stuart Raney, is contacted
by the aunt of Roger McGeary, a former high school friend and fellow computer geek. Stuart and Roger
were really the only friends they each had and when Roger and his mother moved away, Stuart basically
became alone. His aunt asks him for help to find Roger’s murderer. Apparently, Roger fell or was pushed off
a luxury cruise ship. The authorities call it a death by misadventure but his aunt insists he was murdered. B
and Ali agree to help the aunt, but it is really helping Stuart. B is out of town so Ali, Stuart and Cami are
pretty much on their own. A twisted serial killer is targeting the grown children of people who have
committed suicide. Owen Hansen has hacked into a psychiatrist's patient files and is now targeting these
individuals. Using information he has gained, he is bullying and tormenting them until they decide to end
things. With Stuart tracking online information, will they find the serial killer before he is successful with
another victim?

The book is well written. The plot contains information about artificial intelligence which was interesting.
The suspense builds throughout the story and the pace is steady. The topics in the book; suicide, artificial
intelligence, cyber bullying and tracking people using their electronic footprint all added realistic and scary
story lines. Because of the Cyber Security involved here, this was a wonderful way to showcase the talents of
High Noon. I am looking forward to more stories about Ali Reynolds. The publisher generously provided me
with a copy of this book via Netgalley.

John W. says

MAN OVERBOARD is a fast moving suspense thriller full of action on every page. J. A. Jance’s storyline is
full of intrigue, manipulation, betrayal, suspicious deaths, and cyber bullying. Jance creates well-developed
characters and provides backstories for each plus adding additional details as the story proceeds. The author
skillfully involves key characters from previous Ali Reynolds novels in her new mystery. She grabs her
readers’ attention immediately with the details of a suspicious death of a close friend of Stuart Ramsey, a key
employee of High Noon Enterprises. High Noon Enterprises is Ali Reynolds and her husband, Bo Simpson’s
cyber security company. Stuart, with Ali’s help investigates his friend's death.

The storyline deals with the social issues of cyberbullying, suicide, and mental health. The author places her
readers on Stuart’s shoulder as he seeks to uncover how someone is using their IT skills to manipulate people
taking advantage of their vulnerabilities. Readers follow the twists and turns of unfolding events, as the
author unveils subplots introducing support characters to the storyline. Jance provides each support
characters’ history and the roles they play as the storyline proceeds.

MAN OVERBOARD adds surprises at the turn of each page keeping the momentum of the storyline moving
forward. Jance keeps her readers guessing as to where the story is heading. She explores how advances in



computer technology can affect the actions of both good and evil individuals. While exploring the tech side
of the storyline, the author keeps readers on pins and needles with interesting details about each of the key
characters. Jance helps those who are not computer literate understand what is happening in the story. MAN
OVERBOARD is a must read with a dramatic ending motivating readers to check their passwords.

Betty says

An Ali Reynolds book and as any book by J. A. Jance it is a keen thriller dealing physiology effects of cyber
bullying. High Noon Enterprises staff is involved, especially Stuart Ramey. An old friend, Roger McGrath is
missing from his cruise ship and presumed dead. His Aunt asked Stuart to find out what happened. Ali and B
decided that High Noon will take the case. Cami is sent on the same cruise to interview anyone who had met
Roger McGeary. Leland gives Ali noticed that he plan to return to England.
Meanwhile, we are introduced to Odin and Frigg. Ordin is the name a cyber self-taught expert, Owen
Hansen. Owen created Frigg, an artificial intelligence machine. Odin selected his victims from an unstable
person who had suicide in their family. He sends cyber posts to their iPhones and watches the victim's
reactions on their phones. The ending is unusual and while not a surprised to me, very satisfactory. I
recommend this book.

Disclosure: I received a free copy from Touchstone through NetGalley for an honest review. I would like to
thank them for this opportunity to read and review the book. The opinions expressed are my own.

Jacqui says

J.A. Jance's latest novel, Man Overboard (Touchstone 2017), #12 in the Ali Reynolds series, is the story of a
malicious hacker who wants to get even with the pain he suffered from his father's suicide by cyberbullying
fragile individuals into killing themselves. He always picks children of suicide victims who have attempted
and failed suicide themselves. This works until he selects a victim who's aunt refuses to believe her nephew
jumped to his death on the cruise ship vacation of his dreams. She reaches out to an old friend of her nephew
who works for Ali Reynolds and High Noon Enterprises and persuades them to look into the suicide. They
do so with devastating results.

Told from the viewpoint of both the psycho who is killing people for fun and the amateur detectives at High
Noon Enterprises, this is a powerful story that blends tech with traditional gumshoe hard work. Though the
cyber stuff is well-explained, it might be considered just on the edge of too much. For me, though, I happily
believed it. I love cyber stories and thoroughly enjoyed seeing what could happen with tech tools that aren't
handled properly.

--book received free in return for an honest review

Skip says

Probably the best in this series to date. The only boyhood friend of High Noon Enterprises reclusive genius,
Stuart Ramey, is the man overboard. The decade's Aunt begs for help, and initiates the hunt for Odin and



Frigg. Like Ramey, Odin is a computer whiz, living off the grid, with a morbid fascination regarding suicide.
He has stolen the files of a psychiatrist specializing in treating the troubled children of suicide victims, and is
pushing them to the brink. Taut, well-done, with the usual amount of family drama for Ali Reynolds.

Donna says

A twisted serial killer is targeting the grown children of people who have committed suicide. Ali Reynolds
and her company, High Noon Enterprises in Arizona, agree to help Roger McGeary's aunt find out what
really happened to him. Roger jumped overboard on a cruise and his aunt refused to believe he was suicidal.
Roger's childhood friend Stuart is a computer expert at High Noon and he begins tracking online movements
which is how the killer is targeting his victims.

The news articles I read about cyber bullying and tracking of individuals through their electronic devices
make this story realistic, and therefore, scary. This was a good case for Ali's firm to tackle and played into
the strengths of her staff.

I'm sorry to see Leland leave Ali's employ but I'm curious to see how the new butler will be written into
future stories. I'm sure Jance has a plan.

Lynn Pribus says

It's probably unfair to rate this while reading two beautifully written books that do NOT include a sicko
serial killer, but Jance's writing in this one is flabby and flat. The lengthy backstories on various characters as
each is introduced are rather like exercises in a beginning writing class to develop characters.

And when it became clear this was another serial killer saga -- and in this case an "intellectual" S.K. which
seems so much sicker -- I quit in the middle of the second disc.

I've enjoyed others of hers -- certainly not literature, but adequate as mystery reads -- but this one? Uh-uh.

Sheila Beaumont says

Wow! This 12th entry in J.A. Jance's Ali Reynolds series was a fascinating read, quite different from
anything this author has written before.

The story involves an unusual kind of serial killer, a warped, self-taught computer genius who uses his skills
to cyberbully vulnerable persons into committing suicide. Odin, as he calls himself, is assisted by an artificial
intelligence entity he names Frigg, who apparently can hack into anything. Many of the chapters are from the
viewpoints of Odin or Frigg, while other chapters are from the viewpoints of Ali, Cami, Stu, and Odin's
victims.

Frigg has been educating herself culturally, reading all the Harry Potter books, seeing all the "Star Trek" TV
series and movies, and, most crucially, learning Asimov's rules of robotics.



Anyway, it's a terrific, riveting thriller, with a satisfying conclusion, and I recommend it to all who are
interested in technological issues such as AI and the like.

Nick Duretta says

I think Jance herself went a little overboard with this one. While at its core this is one of her reliable track-
the-killer plots, two things soured this for me. One was the serial killer/villain. He's appropriately narcissistic
and nasty, but his motivation for killing never rang true. Not that serial killers need much motivation,
perhaps, but usually something quasi-understandable sets them off, such as hating all women because their
mother never cooked them breakfast. The motivation here makes not even that kind of sense. Then there's
the serial killer's assistant. She's a machine. Granted, she's a super-sophisticated artificial intelligence
creation, but still a machine. When she started to develop a personality and a will of her own I wanted to toss
the book out the window. Jance's plots are always rooted in reality, even to the point of being too mundane.
Is this her attempt to spice things up? Well, it didn't work. Suddenly I was in a science fiction novel. (And,
Good Lord, there's the strong intimation that this AI entity might appear in future Jance novels, or at least the
Ali Reynolds ones.) This one was a rare Jance misfire, and a bizarre one at that.

Julie says

Man Overboard is a 2017 Touchstone Publication.

This twelfth installment in the Ali Reynolds series centers more around Ali’s colleagues, like Stu Ramey, an
introverted, socially awkward, computer whiz who gets a chance to show off his skills when he is assigned
the job of proving his old schoolmate’s death was murder, not suicide.

In my opinion, the Ali Reynolds series gives Jance more room to explore and experiment with modern topics
or even dabble in the possibilities of future advancements, more so than her Beaumont and Brady series do.

I’m a little bit of a tech nerd, so I found most of the, obviously well researched, details in this novel to be
very interesting. The subject of suicide, which plays a prominent role in the story, makes me squirm, but it is
handled well, without becoming bogged down in over analysis.

I thought I had been keeping up with the series fairly well, but I’m wondering if I’ve missed something
somewhere because Ali’s husband was just flat out missing in this chapter. Ali, herself, was barely present,
but I did enjoy the stand out development of Stu.

This case is personal for Stu, which gives him a softer tone, on occasion, proving he's not always such a cold
fish. The great technological strides we have taken also raise concerns at times, especially when it comes to
the possibility of Artificial Intelligence, which is yet another interesting and though provoking element the
author adeptly pursued. Jance's AI plot line may throw a damp blanket over some of the excitement we feel
about such advances, by introducing some hair raising possibilities, but despite that cautionary warning, I
couldn't help but feel intrigued.



I had a couple of issues, one I’ve mentioned already. Ali played a very small role in the book, and the
mystery wasn’t so much of a mystery because we knew from the start who the bad guy was. Sometimes, this
tactic works great because the reader knows things the characters do not, which creates a giddy type of
suspense that makes me want to help the good guys along.

Unfortunately, I never felt that sense of urgency, and I’m wondering if all those technological details I found
so fascinating, may have had an unintentional side effect, hindering the suspenseful build up for the grand
finale.

However, despite the lack of intense build up, there is still a taut ‘race against time’ climax, and a few
bittersweet moments to deal with along the way, as well.

Overall, this one is slightly offbeat, a little unusual, perhaps, but was still a solid addition to the series. I do
hope to see our core players return with more of a starring role the next time around, but wouldn’t mind if
Stu gets a large supporting role from time to time, or maybe even get a series of his own someday.

4 stars

Kay Wright says

Unless you're into computer hacking, AI, and geeks you might want to skip this silly non-mystery from a
writer who should know better. Everything works out in the end,surprise! Maybe a new butler will help but it
feels like the creativity has totally dried up. Just going through the motions.

Jill Manske says

I generally really enjoy J.A. Jance books, but this one somehow fell a bit short. The premise was unique and
rather intriguing, but she just didn't quite pull it off. The storyline concerns a cyber serial killer who hacks
into cell phones of suicidal people and sends mysterious texts to encourage them to kill themselves. Stuart
Ramey, the computer genius at High Noon Enterprises, was close friends with one of the victims and sets
about proving that his friend was goaded into killing himself. He, Ali Reynolds (owner of High Noon) and
investigator Cami Lee set out to catch the cyber killer and prevent him from bullying anyone else to their
deaths. The electronic trail opens up a whole new world of crime, including the creation of an artificial
intelligence system which does much more than just gather and analyze data. Again, it's a very interesting
and unique plot. But Jance's execution of the story isn't up to her usual standards. Still, it's a good summer
read that causes you to think about the limits of artificial intelligence and the future of our electronic world.

Jean says

High Noon employee Stuart Raney is contacted by the aunt of Roger McGeary, a former high school friend
and fellow misfit computer geek. She asks him for help to find Roger’s murderer. Apparently, Roger fell or
was pushed off a luxury cruise ship. The authorities call it a death by misadventure but his aunt insists he



was murdered. B Simpson and Ali Reynolds agree to help the aunt. Owen Hansen, a recluse obsessed with
suicide, has hacked a psychotherapist patient data base and is tormenting patients/victims. Ali has to figure
how all these ties together and solve the murder.

The book is well written. The book features Stuart and B and their computer expertise more than prior books.
The plot contains information about artificial intelligence which was interesting. The suspense builds
throughout the story and the pace is steady. Enjoyed the trip around the Monterey Bay area that Jance
provided. There were two educational topics in the book one on suicide the other about artificial intelligence.

I read this as an audiobook downloaded from Audible; the book is almost 11 hours long. Karen Ziemba does
a good job narrating the book. Ziemba has narrated the entire series.

Anne - Books of My Heart says

          
I am a long-time mystery reader. In fact, I used to ONLY read mysteries for about 15 years. So when a new
book is released in a series I have read for years, I don't have to play catch-up and I figure I might as well
review it.  Plus this one is a trifecta: new release, library book and audio so it fits all three challenges!!

I read all three series by J. A. Jance. The other two series feature law enforcement professionals. In the Ali
Reynolds series, she is a news anchor who was briefly law enforcement and now works with her husband's
high-tech firm. I enjoy the nerdy aspects and this one delves into AI, artificial intelligence. This series is the
least realistic of the three, being a bit more fluffy and unrealistic in some aspects. I don't enjoy it any less; it
doesn't seem to bother me when I know it's fiction.

I have not listened to Karen Ziemba before. I am new to being a big fan of audiobooks. I mostly recognize
when something about the narrator bothers me. If there isn't anything annoying, then they are doing well as I
am absorbed in the book. I did like the unique voices for different characters and I don't always notice them.
She was easy to understand and it was a pleasure to listen to her.

The story focuses on people committing suicide, who had a parent who committed suicide,  just when they
are doing well. Dr. Cannon is a therapist who worked with some of these patients. She has devoted her career
to these patients, as she is also a child of a parent who committed suicide. Some of the friends and family
suspect the suicides are murder. Ali and High Noon Enterprises investigate.

The killer is also the child of a parent who committed suicide and has isolated himself with his technology.
He works with his artificial intelligence, Frigg, as his only real companion. High Noon and the aided killer
battle wits and technology throughout. I love these stories since they are always solved with a HEA outcome
including growth of the characters.

 

Listen to a clip here.

 



Read this review in its entirety at The Book Nympho

Carolyn says

Always entertaining and interesting, this Ali Reynolds story features new locations and new characters as
well as a new villain using new technology.


