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The highly anticipated new standalone novel from Martin Cruz Smith, whom The Washington Post has
declared “that uncommon phenomenon: a popular and well-regarded crime novelist who is also awriter of
real distinction,” The Girl from Venice is a suspenseful World War 11 love story set against the beauty,
mystery, and danger of occupied Venice.

Venice, 1945. The war may be waning, but the city known as La Serenissimais still occupied and the people
of Italy fear the power of the Third Reich. One night, under a canopy of stars, afisherman named Cenzo
comes across a young woman’ s body floating in the lagoon and soon discovers that sheis still aliveand in
trouble.

Born to awealthy Jewish family, Giuliais on the run from the SS. Cenzo chooses to protect Giulia rather
than hand her over to the Nazis. This act of kindness |eads them into the world of Partisans, random
executions, the arts of forgery and high explosives, Mussolini’ s broken promises, the black market and gold,
and, everywhere, the enigmatic maze of the Venice Lagoon.

The Girl from Veniceisathriller, amystery, and aretelling of Italian history that will take your breath away.
Most of al it isalove story.
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From Reader Review The Girl from Venicefor online ebook

Erika says

| just wanted to lose myself in astory, and this was the perfect fit. I'm not sure why but it reminded me a
little of Beautiful Ruins with the way it meandered around the different characters without a real beginning
or end but just sort of took a vacation and landed plop in the middle of their lives. | loved it.

LewisWeinstein says

| re-read this novel asabook club read ... the beginning is superb: two well-devel oped characters and a
fascinating plot opening. Thereis reason to expect awonderful love story set against the end of WWII in
Italy. However, after 75 or so pages, the book falls apart. The plot expands to include uninteresting and
confusing side stories. The girl, who is the glue, disappears. By the time she returns at the end, it istoo late to
save the story, and the ending is weak anyway. This was agreat opportunity lost.

Susan Johnson says

I don't know how to say this any other way but | loved this book. Cenzo Vianello is one of my favorite
charactersin abook ever. Heis exactly what heis, afisherman in the lagoons near Venice, Italy. | had no
idea that they fished there. | alwaysjust pictured it was full of gondolas but apparently before and during
WWII, they did.

Besides being a fisherman he is the brother of Italy's famous and handsome actor and Mussolini spokesman,
Giorgio. Giorgio had seduced Cenzo's wife and swept her away before she was killed in the war. He had
another brother killed in the war whose widow is desperate to marry him much against his wishes.

One night while fishing he picks up an apparent dead body of a young woman. The only problem? She's not
dead and sheis a Jew running from the Germans who desperately want to kill her. It's awonderful family
story who are just trying to survive the ending days of the War.

It was interesting to note that by unspoken agreement that V enice was not bombed during the fighting.
Thank goodness for that. Asthe war is ending, al these different groups come out- the fleeing Germans, the
remaining Italians with ties to the Germans, fascists, partisans, and those that just want desperately |eft alone.
Cenzo just wantsto fish. He had piloted a reconnaissance plane in Ethiopia earlier in the war but refused to
drop poison gas on the natives. He was relieved of his service and labeled a coward. He vowed then to keep
to himself.

Y ou may think you don't want to read another WWI1 novel but thisisdifferent. It isjust so entertaining. The
picture of Mussolini going from bank to bank trying to amass some money so he can start over isfunny. He
is portrayed as so dithering that it's hard to imagine anybody following him.

| hope you will read this and fall in love with Cenzo as | did. Thanksto Net Galley and Simon and Schuster
for acopy of this book in exchange for afair review.



Empress Reece (Hooked on Books) says

The Girl From Venice- 2.5 stars...

When | opted to read The Girl From Venice | was hoping for an engaging war story rich in the Venetian
atmosphere but instead of feeling completely immersed in the story and time period, | felt more like an
outsider looking in. If you've ever been with a group of people that are talking about something that
happened when you weren't there, so you don't quite get what the fussis about, then you'll understand how |
felt about the author's writing. It seemed like we were only given scattered parts of the whole story and the
political dynamics among the major players- Mussolini, Fascists, Partisans, Italy, Germany, Americaetc.,
weren't fleshed out well enough for me to fully engagein it.

The characters were also very flat. Normally if | read areally good historical war story, | feel emotionally
involved in the characters and sympathize with their circumstances but in this story | didn't feel anything at
all for any of the characters. There just wasn't enough character development and the stage wasn't set
adequately enough for me to get invested in either the characters or the story.

If you already have a deep understanding of the Italy's role in the war then you may appreciate the story
more then | did but if you don't, then you'll probably come away from it feeling like you're missing crucial

parts of this historical period.

*| received this ARC from NetGalley and Simon & Schuster in exchange for an honest review. Thank you!

Kemper says

| received a free ARC from NetGalley of thisfor review.
A book with the word Girl in the title? I’ ve never seen that before....* cough*

In the last days of World War Il in Europe an Italian fisherman named Cenzo haulsin what he thinks is the
body of a dead young woman. Only she’ sjust playing possum, and Cenzo quickly finds out that Giuliais
Jewish and on the run from Nazis who just killed her family.

Cenzo hides Giulia, but it turns out that she has a secret that someone is desperate to cover up by killing her.
Things get more complicated when his estranged brother who has been doing propaganda films for
Mussolini’ s government shows up, and Cenzo finds himself drawn into the circle of once powerful people
who are now looking for the exits as the Allies approach.

I’ ve been alongtime fan of Martin Cruz Smith, particularly his series about Russian detective, Arkady
Renko. Like Renko and many of his other characters, Cenzo is a smart guy who generally wants nothing to
do with the schemes of the corrupt people above him in society, and yet he' s a so incapable of just letting an
obvious injustice happen. It's another Smith staple that many around Cenzo see him as a pawn to use for



their own purposes, but he's got a knack for turning the tables on them while he pursues his own agenda.
Smithisalso great at setting storiesin historically interesting places and periods, and he makes the most out
of this one.

Thisisn't an action thriller, and it's also not a straight up whodunit historical fiction. It kind of fallsinto the
category of character drama with some of those elements. Overall it's Smith doing his usual thing, but

there's certainly nothing wrong with that.

3.58 stars.

Jaksen says

I won this book in a Goodreads giveaway; thank you Goodreads.
Sort of disappointing overal...

The story of Cenzo, afisherman from Venice, who helps a Jewish girl, Giulia, at the end of WWII. She
escapes - when her family is betrayed and arrested - by diving into the lagoon where Cenzo is fishing and
what happens after...

It's too contrived, too confusing and serioudly, every character in this book has the same 'voice' or
personality. They're wise-cracking smart alecks. Everything's ajoke or has a double or triple meaning. The
book is dialogue-rich, which doesn't bother me. (I love dialogue!) But if you took out 'Cenzo said,’ or 'Giulia
replied,’ you'd have no ideawho's talking to who. Serioudly, from the Fascist Italians to the bartender, even
to Cenzo's mother, they're al the same person, the same voice. There's the wife of the Argentinian consul,
same voice. The friend of Mussolini's lover, same voice. The Nazis, the Itaians, the film producers, same,
same, same. No one says anything to anyone without being awise guy. It got tiring. Even the partisans who
'help' Cenzo by promising to get Giuliato safety speak in the same tone.

Asfor the writing itself? It's sort of ‘choppy.' It sounded - in my head while | read - like someone tapping out
arather monotone, musical arrangement on piano. Dah-dah-dah-dah-dah and maybe a'dum’ thrown in there.
A book to get sleepy by.

Still and all, decent enough story. Three stars.

Or, C-.

Erin says

Find this and other reviews at: http://flashlightcommentary.blogspot....

The phrase “highly anticipated” should set off warning bells, but | ignored my misgivings and jumped at



Martin Cruz Smith’s The Girl from Venice. I'm aWWII junkie and have absolutely no restraint when
considering literature set against the conflict, but looking back, | wish I'd have listened to my gut and passed
on the narrative.

Please excuse my assessment, but Smith’s character development felt remarkably thin. As areader, |
couldn’t connect to a single member of the cast which made it intensely difficult to care how their stories
turned out. | appreciated the brisk pace of the story, but | felt the individuals themselves were clichéd and
forgettable.

Factualy there are afew interesting points peppered throughout the narrative, but creating an atmosphere
and transporting his readers wasn’t Smith’s priority. The Girl from Venice isfirst and foremost a mystery
and at the end of the day, | feel the piece best suited to fans of that genre. The novel happens to take place
during WWII, but when push comesto shove, it lacks the depth and detail | associate with good historic
fiction.

At the end of the day | can't say | was particularly impressed with The Girl from Veniceand | don't think I'll
be recommending it to others any time soon. If failed satisfy any of my expectations and |eft no impression
whatsoever.

Paromjit says

Thisis an engaging historical thriller set in Venice and Salo in Italy in 1945. Thisis an Italy in turmoail,
overflowing with German troops, some looking for vengeance as it becomes clear that Hitler has |lost power,
a confined Mussolini trying to escape with his mistress. and Italian families having divided loyalties and the
uncertainties that come with new realities. Cenzo, afisherman, has conflicting relationships with his family,
his mother is trying to hitch him up with Celestina, Hugo, his brother is dead, a casualty of the war and
Giorgio, his other brother isa prominent fascist and actor who had gotten involved with Gina, Cenzo's now
dead wife. Needless to say, Cenzo is a seething mass of hate and resentment when it comes to Giorgio.
Cenzo's painting of Hugo holds secrets that unfold through the story. Vittorio and Adele Silber, were well
assimulated rich Jewsin Italian society, who believed that the race laws did not apply to them. They are
betrayed and killed, their daughter, Giulia manages to escape.

Out night fishing, Cenzo discovers what he thinksis adead girl in the water. He discovers Giuliais not dead,
and ends up killing a German SS officer to protect her. Despite the initial abrasiveness of Giulia, Cenzois
determined to protect her. Sheis disguised as his assistant, and becomes able at fishing. Cenzo organises for
for her to get a safe getaway only to find his plans go awry later as she goes missing. This leads to Cenzo
going to Salo to find her, only to encounter a place where there is much intrigue, betrayal, executions, forged
passports, the partisans looking for revenge, the dramathat is the fate of Mussolini, film makers, actors and
actresses. The author captures the intense atmosphere and the lives and caprices of the charactersin
tumultuous and changing times. Cenzo searches for Giulia, determined to find out what happened to her.

Thisisalove story set in the difficult times, as the second world war concludes. It covers Italy's experiences
at thistime in an authentic manner. It took me awhile to get into the story, but once | got engrossed, | was
hooked. | particularly enjoyed the descriptions of fishing in the book. Thisisawell constructed story that |
enjoyed reading. Highly recommended. Thanks to Simon and Schuster for an ARC.



Cindy Burnett says

3.5 stars

The Girl from Venice takes place in Italy towards the end of World War 11. Martin Cruz Smith starts the
book as the war isamost at a close and chose occupied Venice as the setting. As| was starting this book, |
realized that | have read aton of World War |1 fiction, but not a single book that took placein Italy during
the war. Occupied Venice is afascinating place with a number of warring factions, which at times | found a
little hard to keep straight. While the Italians are waiting on the Americansto arrive and liberate them, the
Nazis are attempting to wipe out every Jew that they can and punish those Italians who were not loyal
supporters of the Nazis.

Asthe story opens, Cenzo, alocal fisherman is out fishing at night on the Venice lagoon when he pulls a
young girl from the water. He soon discovers that the Nazis are searching for her because sheis Jewish and
isthe lone survivor of a coordinated attack on a group that had been in hiding for several years. Cenzo
chooses to protect her, and this choice draws him into the world of the SS, spies, the Partisans, and numerous
other individuals.

I thoroughly enjoyed learning about the historical aspects of Venice and neighboring Salo at the end of the
war though | found it to be fairly confusing at times trying to distinguish who was who exactly. | did think
there was way too much time spent on the fishing aspects early on and skimmed some of those sections.

The Girl from Venice was an interesting read, and | felt | learned alot. Thanksto Simon and Schuster and
NetGalley for the chance to read this ARC in exchange for an honest review.

Diane S ? says

3.5 Three brothers, Hugo whose death provides fodder later on, Giorgio who becomes an actor, the lion of
Italy and later Mussolini's propaganda chief and Cenzio, who wants only to be afisherman on hisisland
Pellistrina, plying his trade on the Ventian canals. On one such trip he discovers ayoung girl floating in the
canal, a Jewish girl who has escaped the death of her father and others. Cenzio'slife as a peaceful fisherman
will come to an abrupt end.

| found this an engaging read, much of it takes place in Sala at the end of the war, occupied by German
soldiers, partisans, diplomats, afading Mussolini, who is basically awell kept prisoner of the Germans and
an invading American force. So this covers many different types of genres, historical, adventure and alove
story.

| loved the lighter tone, enjoyed Canzo and some of my favorite parts were learning about fishing the canals
and how to catch the different fish. Also takes placein an area | have read little of and atime in history of
which | knew nothing. Seems | have read little of Italy's history during WW!II. Engaging story, family
guarrels and Cenzio trying to save Giuilawhile surviving the many different forcesin play. A lighter
historical but agood one.



ARC from Netgalley.

Brenda says

Innocenzo (Cenzo) Vianello was a fisherman; he called himself just a*“simple fisherman” who worked the
canals at night and dlept during the day. The little shack he called home was perched on the edge of the river
next to where he moored his fishing vessel. When he lost his brother Hugo to the war, their father was so
traumatised that his own death came soon afterwards. His other brother Giorgio became an actor but the bad
blood between Cenzo and Giorgio was known throughout the community. Cenzo was grieving deeply; he
was also angry.

The night Cenzo spied a body floating in the lagoon was the beginning of a string of episodes that was to
change many lives. Giuliawas a Jewish girl who had escaped the SS — Cenzo was determined to keep her
safe from the Nazis who would execute her immediately. What followed took Cenzo out of the comfort of
hisfishing lifein Pellistrina and into aworld of partisans, murder and intense danger ...

Set at the end of WWII in northern Italy and Venice, The Girl from Venice by Martin Cruz Smith started off
in an engaging way. | enjoyed getting to know Cenzo and how much he loved the craft he'd plied for so
long. The descriptions of the lagoons, the appearances of the German gunboats during the night to “check on
the fishermen”; all proved haunting and atmospheric. But the pace was slow, the characters (other than
Cenzo and Giulia) felt to me like they had no depth. So | was alittle disappointed the story didn’t continuein
the same vein. But that said, | would still recommend this one.

With thanks to NetGalley and the publisher for this copy to read in exchange for my honest review.

Marita says

35dars

"Rumor had it that Mussolini was hiding with the cardinal in Milan. That loyal Fascists
wererallying by the thousandsto his banner. That he was going into retirement to write
hismemoirs. That Germans and Allieswer e joining forcesto attack communist Russia.
None of these storiesweretrue. But it wasthe eve of something enor mous, a collective
breath held, a sense that a great wave was on the horizon.”

This story takes place during the last gasps of World War |I. The fascist RSl or Repubblica Sociale
Italiana (The Italian Social Republic) existed during the years 1943-1945, and its capital was the town of
Salo in Northern Italy with Benito Mussolini (1883-1945) at the helm. It was also known as the Republic of
Salo. “ It was, after all, the capital of the Italian Socialist Republic, the RS, a puppet regime but a regime
nonetheless’ “ Salod is the ultimate confusion, like having different operas take place on the same stage at the
sametime.” It was atime of uncertainty and much speculation. The action moves between the village of
Pellestrinain the Venetian Lagoon and Salo, and takes us through the period of Mussolini’ s ignominious



demise.

Into this political situation the author introduces the Vianello brothers, Cenzo (or Innocenzo) and Giorgio.
Another brother, Hugo, died before this story gets underway. There is not much brotherly love between
Cenzo the fisherman and Giorgio the influential and famous actor, as they have their own history to deal
with. To complicate matters, enter Jewish teenager Giulia Silber, fished from the water by Cenzo, and sought
by the Germans. Giorgio has no problem collaborating with the Germans, but Cenzo, whilst not quite the
innocent his name suggests, is certainly incorruptible as all the different factions (fascists, partisans and
miscellaneous others) discover. As one of the characters says of Cenzo: “ “ Well, be careful. You look far too
honorable. That isa handicap in Sald.” " |s Cenzo being used as bait or adecoy, or is he hisown man?In
the simple but certainly not stupid fisherman, Mr Smith has created aredly likeable character.

Another likeable character is Nido the barman with his pragmatic approach: “ “ Okay. Asfor contacts, you
know how it is. All types come into the bar and you think you know who is what, but if you approach
someone you think is a partisan and guess wrong, you'll be put against a wall and shot. If they are partisan
and they think you' re trying to infiltrate them, you'll be marched to a tree and shot. Either way, it's not good
for business.”” Nido tells a horrific yet delightful story about a pet python, which is very apt to the situation
in the novel. Elsewhere in the novel we find brothers Cenzo and Giorgio * like two snakesin a basket” .

| had to suspend disbelief fairly oftenin thisyarn. There are several examples, but | hesitate to say too much
as | do not wish to spoil the plot. And the plot isn't spoiled by the suspension of disbelief.

As most of the Italian characters have Italian names, why use Hugo and Maximo and not Ugo and Massimo?

A fairly enjoyable read, but it doesn’t make four stars for me.

Katie says

I’m thankful to this novel for proving that | haven’'t grown so cynical, after an acrimonious divorce this year,
that | can’t still enjoy agood love story well told and that | can still enjoy lighter fiction without the dreaded
literary snob within rising up and telling me off for wasting my reading time.

ThisisaWW2 story set in Venice. A fisherman out on his boat at night discovers the body of ayoung
female in the water. At first he assumes she's dead. However sheisn’'t dead; she’'s a Jewess who has just
escaped an SS roundup at the hospital where she was hiding with her family. She’s from avery wealthy
sophisticated family.

What made this novel so enjoyable wasthe vitality and love with which it wastold. It switty, it's
sophisticated and it’ s fabulously researched. If at timesit’s abit outlandish it gets away with it because of the
liveliness of the writing. | loved learning about fishing in Venice' s lagoons. And | loved the depiction of the
Italians (I have Italian blood). It'slargely motored by dialogue rather than long descriptive passages which
makes it very easy to read. The plot keeps you involved with murderous sibling rivalries, deceitful friends,
interfering mothers and a truly engaging love story which manages to avoid cliché and cheese completely.

It won't be anyone' s favourite novel they’ ve read this year and it won't win any literary prizesbut |



thoroughly enjoyed it. And, of course, it was wonderful to spend Christmasin Venice, albeit only in
imagination. Happy New Y ear to all my fabulous GR friends. My first year here and I've loved it!

Liz says

2.5 stars

It's been awhile since I've read a book by Martin Cruz Smith. | enjoyed Gorky Park and afew othersin the
Arkady Renko series but then didn't care for one and gave up on him. So | was pleased that netgalley
provided me with an advance copy of The Girl From Venice so | could give him another chance.

Cruz Smith’swriting is sparse. He tells the story without much in the way of embellishment. The story takes
place at the end of WII in Italy. The Germans are desperate and no one knows who to trust. Cruz Smith does
agood job of portraying that horrible sense of unease.

Cenzoisa“simple” fisherman. So there'slots of talk about fishing. And while it may help explain Cenzo, it's
also boring as hell. But then, as the plot progresses, he always have the skill necessary.

Thisisnot afast paced book. It takes awhile to get to the meat of the plot. And once there, it still takesits
time. It was interesting from a historic point of view. Unlike Germany, | haven't read much about Italy at the
end of thewar. But it just didn't grab me. The charactersfelt flat. Cruz Smith's attempts to flesh them out just
didn't make me care for them. And I'm areader that wants/needs to care about the characters of a book. And
there were some major gaps in the storyline which left me feeling very dissatisfied.

Thank you to netgalley and Simon & Schuster for this ARC.

Thomas says

| enjoyed this stand alone by the author. | have read ten of his books and enjoyed all of them. This book
starts with Cenzo, a simple fisherman in Venice, who finds the body of a young woman in alagoon where he
isfishing in the dark. Quote: "Fisherman were nocturnal creatures who slept by day and fished by night." He
brings the girl aboard his boat, but then a German gunboat comes to him and boards his boat. They search his
boat, but don't find the girl. Sheis alive and slipped into the water. Sheis a Jewish escapee from a hospital
where she was hiding with her family. But they and other Jews were betrayed and Giulia can identify the
traitor. Only Giulia escaped and the Nazi SS are hunting her. Cenzo decidesto shelter her. Heisled
gradually into aweb of intrigue, with Fascists, Partisans and his brother Giorgio all interacting with Cenzo.
This book takes place in at the end of the war--1945 and everyone istrying to survive.

Cenzo and Giorgio have a difficult relationship. Cenzo's wife left him for Giorgio, whoisafilm star andisa
magnet for women.

| thought the characters were realistic and the plot moved along at at avery good pace. Recommended for
Cruz Smith fans. | rateit 4 out 5 stars.

Thanksto NetGalley for this ARC.



Bam says

*3.5 stars. The Girl from Veniceis an engaging thriller and love story set in Venice and its countryside
waterways in the waning days of WWII. Cenzo Vianello, ayoung fisherman of Salo, is fishing at night when
he discovers the body of ayoung girl floating in the water. Thinking sheis dead, he pulls the body aboard the
Fatima and covers her with atarp. Soon afterward, a German gunboat appears and soldiers board his boat,
searching for something...the girl? She has disappeared so she must be alive but where did she go?

When she does reappear, she tells Cenzo her story: sheis awealthy Jewish girl named Giulia who has been
in hiding for two yearsin Venice with her family and friends. Recently they were betrayed by a man named
DaCosta and her father helped her alone to escape. She has found her way into the lagoons but the Germans
are hot on her trail. How far will Cenzo go to help her? Things are complicated by the large number of war-
time allegiances. Whom should he trust? The partisans? The black market smugglers? Certainly not his
brother Giorgio, the famous movie actor who once made a cuckold of his brother, nor any of Giorgio's
wealthy society friends.

Martin Cruz Smith takes the reader fishing in the streams, lagoons and mudflats of the Italian countryside,
and then to the war-torn streets of Venice, where they are awaiting the arrival of the American army, the
Liberators, with mixed emotions. Along the way, we meet some pretty interesting characters--afew heroes
but many others who are desperate, greedy and despicable.

| enjoyed the way the plot built momentum to its exciting conclusion and felt the scenario described was an
unique perspective from which to tell alove story. | would expect to see a movie version done some day.
Thisis all very Bogart-esque, especialy the night scenes on the water. Great stuff!

Thanksto NetGalley, the publisher and the author for an ARC of this new thriller by the author of Gorky
Park.

Barbara says

After reading this book | understand why it isn't more popular. Set in Venice during the last days of World
War 11, it isthe story of Cenzo, afisherman, who rescues Giula, who has escaped the Nazis. The character
Cenzo isabit of aschemer and jokester. There are scant descriptions of Venice, and | prefer stories of
wartime that are serious. Thiswas "almost good" but not quite.

Michael says

An entertaining historical thriller with the atmospherics of aromance in war time that givesit that
“Casablanca’ flavor. Cenzo is a thirty-something fisherman who saves an aristocratic Jewish teen, Guilia,
from the Nazis and tries to keep her safe in an environment in which virtually no one can be trusted. The
sense of the world going to hell in a handbasket and death looming behind every door is often the backdrop



for romance, but the bonds in this case feel more like a case of creating a provisional family to stand against
the madness af oot and to make up for the losses both characters have sustained.

Cenzo fishes alot at night on the lagoon, and his first encounter with Giulais of her floating on the water
pretending to be dead. Despite just escaping the SS she is resourceful enough to fool him. He lets her stay at
his shack, and dlowly they develop enough trust to share some of their secrets. We cometo learn that sheis
not just a bubble-brained privileged teenager, and heis not just alow-class, ignorant peasant. Their
friendship was delightful to see emerge, especially when she dresses as a boy and takes up as his assistant at
fishing:

He taught her how to set a circle of nets at high tide and collect stranded fish at low. How to rake clams.
How to spear a ray. How to get behind and push the boat when it ran aground. At night, watching the stars
from the deck of the shack, how to track the Great Bear as he swung by itstail. How to earn the right to ask
guestions.

Eventually, the inspections by patrol boats become too dangerous, and he feels obligated to negotiate a hand-
off to communist partisans to smuggle her out of the country. Later, he learns that the operation was betrayed
and that she has disappeared. Different factions are looking for her for some reason. His cold detachment
gives way to a desperate urge to either avenge her death or free her from whoever has her. Hisfirst stepisto
engage the help of his older brother whom he hates, which we learn iswell justified, but has alot of
connections with the Fascist regime through his work as a radio propagandist.

The plot at this point brings in ahost of interesting and colorful charactersin the city of Salo, where
Mussolini’s government has set up shop in the face of the Allies slowly fighting their way toward Rome
from their Sicily invasion. A lot of fishing metaphors come in handy, such as those that relate to camoflage.
Some peopl e he sees as corrupt and selfish turn out to be good eggs, and some that appear benign turn out to
be very dangerous indeed. Asthe war appears to be near the end, everyone is trying to make the right move
to survive well into the future. Even Mussolini has to choose where to take his gold and whether to face the
end with hiswife or his mistress. Cenzo hasto deal with alot of madness and traps. He had fighting
experience from atour with Italy’ simperial campaignsin North Africa, so his amazing courage has some
foundation.

| appreciate Smith’s portrayal of the rich complexities of this unusua time and place, the dialog, and cast of
characters. I've enjoyed 8 of 9 of his Cold War series featuring downtrodden Soviet detective Arkady Renko,
but the two | appreciated most for his creative ingenuity have been his World War 2 espionage thrillers,
“Stallion Gate” (intrigue at the A-bomb project in New Mexico) and “ December 6” (a British anti-hero
trying to survive in Tokyo on the verge of Pearl Harbor). Thisis not quite as good, so my rating is 3.5 stars
rounded up.

This book was provided by the publisher through the Netgalley program and is due for publication on
October 18.

Chelsea Humphrey says

3.5STARS



Venice, 1945. The war may be waning, but the city known as La Serenissima is still occupied and the people
of Italy fear the power of the Third Reich. One night, under a canopy of stars, a fisherman named Cenzo
comes across a young woman'’ s body floating in the lagoon and soon discoversthat sheis still alive and in
trouble.

Born to a wealthy Jewish family, Giulia is on the run from the SS. Cenzo chooses to protect Giulia rather
than hand her over to the Nazis. This act of kindness leads theminto the world of Partisans, random
executions, the arts of forgery and high explosives, Mussolini’s broken promises, the black market and gold,
and, everywhere, the enigmatic maze of the Venice Lagoon.

Thiswas a different read for me; like many others stated in their reviews, | realized | had not read any books
pertaining to Italy during WWII. Granted, this one begins as the war is coming to aclose, but it still gave me
atotally different perspective on atime that so many books have been written about. There's no hiding the
fact that WWII historical fiction has been uber popular thisyear, and at first | saw the jacket summary and
thought "Dear God, ANOTHER WWII BOOK?", but this one held it's own and gave a unique read with
thriller and mystery-esque traits. If you are reading this thinking "Wow | like thrillers’, thisisn't really a
thriller per say. It's not really chocked full of action scenes and the pages didn't fly for me; that being said |
DID enjoy thisfor what it was.

It did take me a bit to really get into this one, and the pacing is very steady, but | felt the pay off in the end
was worth the time it took me to get there. I've come to realize this year that books aren't about how fast you
can read them (ok, but sometimes they are). I'M GROWING UP Y'ALL! :) Thisone definitely had alighter
fedl than | expected; again, not a criticism, just an unexpected observation. It was fairly short in length but |
felt the author tapped into everything he needed to in terms of fleshing out the story. The love story was a
nice touch and | thought the development of Giorgio and his evilness was really well done. I've not read any
of the author's other work, but would like to check them out per recommendations of friends.

Many thanksto the publisher for providing my copy via Goodr eads Giveaway!

Bandit says

Thisisthe latest stand alone by the ever prolific Martin Cruz Smith. The author is primarily known for his
series and I'm not afan of series as such, so | haven't read him until now. This book, though, looked
interesting enough and was available on Netgalley, so why not. Set in the last days of WWII in Italy, it'sa
love story of impossible odds between a fisherman from a small village and a young Jewish woman he
rescues. It starts off relatively small, but later as the protagonist, Cenzo, goes after the girl, navigating the
choppy waters of the waning Republic of Salo (aka Italian Socialist Republic) and the high society of
fascinating characters doing their best to stay afloat, it gets more evolved and complex. I'm not sure which
part | preferred, both worked quite well. It's such an interesting setting, such an interesting time. The novel is
dynamic, very dialogue driven, moves along swimmingly for its size. For all its positive qualities, though, |
can't quite say that | loved it, though | enjoyed reading it. It's a competently written book, Smith has had
decades to perfect his skills, he does particularly well with the moral ambiguities (used often as sheer
survival techniques) of its cast, it just missed something...that something that makes one emotionally respond
to the book. Still though not great, solidly good read. Pardon the H20 puns, but Venice isin thetitle. Thanks
Netgalley.






