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In the underground tunnels below Grand Central Terminal, Lee Stringer -- homeless and drug-addicted over
the course of eleven years -- found a pencil to run through his crack pipe. One day, he used it to write. Soon,
writing became a habit that won out over drugs. And soon, Lee Stringer had created one of the most
powerful urban memoirs of our time. With humane wisdom and a biting wit, Lee Stringer chronicles the
unraveling of his seemingly secure existence as a marketing executive, and his odyssey of survival on the
streets of New Y ork City. Whether he is portraying "God's corner,” as he calls 42nd Street, or his friend Suzi,
a hooker and " past-due tourist" whose infant he sometimes baby-sits; whether he recounts taking shelter
underneath Grand Central by night and collecting cans by day, or making aliving hawking Street News on
the subway, Lee Stringer conveys the vitality and complexity of a down-and-out life. Rich with small acts of
kindness, humor, and even heroism amid violence and desperation, Grand Central Winter offers atouching
portrait of our shared humanity.
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From Reader Review Grand Central Winter: Storiesfrom the
Street for online ebook

Daniel Stern says

Lee Stringer lived on the streets of New Y ork, often in the warrens underneath Grand Central Station. His
description of the homelesslifeis as accurate in Seattle asit isin New Y ork. He wrote for the New Y ork
street-paper Street News, and eventually became its Chief Editor. His account gives a close-up look at what
this kind of paper means to many of us.

L ee Stringer makes me proud to be awriter. He managed to trade in the addiction of crack cocaine for the
addiction of writing. (Not easily -- nothing in this book is easy.) | wish he was writing with my street paper,
Real Change. He describes life on the streets without ever getting maudlin; he honestly reports charity scams
and the violence done by homeless peopl e themsel ves without ever sacrificing our empathy or our hope.

It isone of the rare educations that can actually be enjoyed.

Nicole says

Stringer's account of homelesslifein the NY C before homeless life was impossible here starts out as an
engaging read. After afew dozen descriptions of how this bright, articulate, and clearly intelligent man
CHOSE to spend his nights curled up in Grand Central Terminal for years, | got alittle bored. | mean, really
Lee...do you expect usto believe you just started writing and couldn't stop adn it pulled you out of the streets
and away from heroin? | don't buy it. | should, but | don't.

Patricia says

There'sacommon belief, | gather, among middle Americans that homeless folk are somehow inferior,
whether in talent for living, energy, or ambition, not to mention intelligence and smartness. Lee Stringer's
book quickly and with enormous pathos puts this nation to rest. Stringer, without sentiment, gives his
account of living in New Y ork City without resources OTHER than wit, intelligence, energy, and ambition.
Without asking for sympathy or offering apology for who he is and what he has gone through, he portraysin
plain, honest language alife that many Middle Americans might well fear would be alife they could not live
up to. Thisis not an educational study, although it should be studied by educators, nor isit a protest,
although the very fact of the conditions it portrays should raise protest. One thing that everyone should take
away from Mr. Stringer's flat-footed tale is that human beings of whatever type must always be prepared to
do what they must do to live--let alone survive.

Stephanie Augustin says

| didn't think | could feel for Lee Stringer as much as | had for some fictional characters. I've often stayed
away from non-fiction biographical storiesfor this same reason: that | stop feeling as writers get too cloying,
are prone to justification or smply spew facts.



And that iswhy Grand Central Winter hooked me: Stringer writes like a reporter, your imagination does the
rest. You don't get the pityfest one would expect from homeless stories, but simply ideas of people he meets
- they just all happen to live on the streets - you can easily find these types off the streets in a penthouse or
on the subway (riding the train, not deeping at stations after hours).

Stringer also provides a balanced view on mayora and political policies regarding homeless people: how
policies don't matter in the end, but the heart (in implementing these same policies) does. One exampleis
how he learnsto 'game’ the homeless system, when al he wantsis a pair of shoes (because he's tread the old
ones to death). The people and vendors of Street News somehow stayed with me the longest after finishing
this book. Maybe because they saw paper vending as an enterprise and participated readily. Or maybe
because of my journalism background. Regardless, | found a certain affinity with them.

Good first work, Mr Stringer!

GeorgeK. says

210V 0 Yey?Ao¢ Kal Tpav?¢ Kept BAEYKAT yp2@eEl TIPZA0Y0 Vid TO BIBA?0 7AAOL cLuyypa@?d Kal,
OVUETA OTA 7AAA, A?€l 2T1 0 CLYWPA QUG AVT?C ENVAL VaAg "v?20¢ TCakK AVToV akpL?¢tny oTIyu?
TIOL TOV XpPeladuaotav” (T?re ToL YP2PTNKE TO BIBA?0 TOLA?XIOTOV), €, AUT? CNUANVEl TOAA?
TPYUATA, 210l dev eval; B?Bata o Al ZTpVyKep ypade aut? 10 TP?T0 PIPA?0 0€ Hey?An NAIK
KOl OEV 2XEl YPAPEL KOl TIOAA? ATT? T2TE, 2UWC PXEl K?TI TIOA? ONUAVTIK? KAl EvAlO@?pov Va TEL, Kal
TO A7€l YE 1A PTEPO KOl OPKET? EEXWPIOT? TP?TD.

K?0e HeyaAO?1IoAN ?XEl KAl TOLC OGT2Y/0UC TNC, TOUC VOPKOUOVE?C, TOUC UIKPOEYKANUAT?EC, TOLG
avOp?roug Tou TEPIBWP?0V. O Al ZTPVYKEP 2TAV VUG AT? AUTO?C E?XE A SOUVAEL? U?XPL TIOU TOV
WIWEAV, E2XE ATLX?EC OLKOVOLIK ?C P20€WC, UEIVE 20TEYOC, £€B70TNKE OTA VAPKWIIK?, 2KAVE KAl
AN QUACK?, UET? BP7KE IO XAUAAODOUAEL? OTNV €@PNUEP?DA "Ta N?20 TOL Ap?U0L”, AVE
OPXICLUVTXKTNG TNC, OYYEALO@P?POC V1A TOUC 70TEYOLC KOl TOUC KATATPEYUVOUC, OT? TNV A
TPOCTIOVTAC VA BY?AEl KA OA?PLO KOl OT? TNV PAAN VO Q@QUTIV?0El TOUG CUUTIOA?TEC TOU, VA
TOUG KVEL VA O0LV E PAAO U?TI TOLC 20TEYOUC KO TOULC QPTWX0?C. AEV &2pW TI KAT2PEPE, OAN? ZKAVE
K?Tl. Z2QUYE aT? TO VOPKWITIK?, AMVE dNUoatoyp?9og, ypade a BIBA?0, UTOPE? v TEI KAVE?G 7Tl
AN0oE KAl TNV XOMOL{W? OTO U2EIUOV. 2XEl KO TA BETIK? TOU ALT?C 0 TP?MO¢ {w?¢ -aTr? [id ?royn-,
OV KOl QUOLK? A?Y0l TOV ETIAYOUV.

O ZTPYKEP TEPIYPZPEL PUE SUVAUIK? KOl PEOAICTIK? TP?TMO OTIYU?G ATT? TNV {W? TOU GTOUC OPUOUG
KOl TOUG OTaBpOo?¢ ToL PETP? TNG N?0C Y 2PKNG, 0av 20TEY0C, {NTIVOC KAl 2rmopog, OTIYU?C aT? TNV
XOUOAODOUAEL? GTNV EPNUEP?DO KAL ATT? TIG U?PEC TIOL BP?ONKE OTNV QUACK?. M 200 TGV
TEPIYPA QO TOL WWP?2LoVHE pia 2AAN N?2a Y ?pKn, BA?MOUE YO IKV0 TNE TIOL 070KOAd Ba Bpel
KOVE?C OTOLG TAEI B WTIKO?G 00NY0?¢, YWWP?LOUE Ol 2POPOuC O TTAOUC, IKPOEYKANUOTZEC,
VTORBAT{?0eC KAl TI?PVEC. H ypa@? Tou ZTPVYKEP ENAL, TPAYUATIK?, QOBEP?, WU? ?Tou Xpelal?tav,
OAA? KOI JE UTTPALKN a?708Nn0n TOL X102U0p. PAAOC UE T?1010 B2u0 Ba UTIoPO?0E va yp2APelL Va
KOT?2u0Up0 BIBA?0 TIOU B PUXOTIAZKWVE TOV VAW ?20TH, 2UWG 0 ZTPWVYKEP 2KAVE TNV ?An 1OTOP?
va dlaB?CETal e ATIPAOUCN OT? TNV TP?TN UW2XPL KAl TNV TEAELTA?0 0eA?00. O T?MoC KATPEPE Va
LE HETAQ@?PEl OVAUECT OTOUC OTYOUC KOl TOUC ATI?POUC KOl VO WWP?0w TO TPOPAZUOT? TOUC,.



ETuypOoUATIK?, TRZKEITOL VIO V0 TIOA? KAOAOYPA LU VO0, EVOIA@?POV KOl OTOAAUGCTIK? BIBA?0, TIOL
WVETO UTIOPE? VO TO KATAT?EEI KAVE?C AVUECH OTO KAA?TEPA TOL £€7200VC ALTO?. Kal T?1010L £700U¢
BiIBA?0 e oLVAPTI?ZGOLY KAl CLV U HE TIPORANUAT? oLV, ES? 0 CUYWPAP?0C KVEL KAl K2Told
TOAITIK? OX7A10, OEl oplopva {NT2UaTa, av Kol XPEl 2(ETal TIOA? TEPIOC?TEPOC X ?P0¢ OTT?
OlOK?01EC KOl K2l 0eA?0eC. MpoawriK? dev Ba £?2Xa TP?PANUA av TO BIPA?0 €?2XE TO ITAN?010 ?
OK?UO KOl TO TPITA?010 PyeB0oc¢. H ypa@? TOL ZTPVYKEP MOV PVNKE ATIPAUTA TOIPIOCT? UE TA
YO?0TA HOL. 2XEl YP2PEL KOl VA OK2UA aUTORIoYPa@K? BIBA?0 yia TO TIAIK? TOL XPVId, LE TOV
T?tA0 "Slegpaway School", aAA? dev €l £€7000V WWOT? EKE? 2w, EV? €Al AT?BAVO va
METAQPOOTE? OTA EAANVIK?. TOUA?XI1OTOV HOL d7BNKE N ELKAIP?0 VA dIAB?0wW OVT? TO TIOA? WPA 70
BiBA?0, O€ EEIPETIK? LET2PPOTN.

Mary says

Can | giveit more stars, please?

Brad Bell says

When | had heard about this book | wastold it was araw look at homelessnessin New Y ork and it does not

disappoint. It's ugly, honest and brutal in its portrayal of drug abuse, guilt and a broken system that seeks to

fix homelessness by not treating the i ssues these people face but by implementing temporary fixes that never
take.

Lee Stringer was adrug addict, for 12 years he stumbled through the streets of New Y ork always looking for
his next opportunity to cop some money to buy drugs. He was also a articul ate editor of aweekly newspaper
“Street News’, creates by and sold by the homeless population of New Y ork. The book, written by Stringer,
doesn’'t sugarcoat the redlities of life on the street. From tales of sleeping under the terminal at Grand Central
Station to fellow crack addicts ripping him off to quench their own habits, he doesn’t paint the men and
women on the street as misunderstood stand up citizens but people who are struggling.

I’m guilty of it aswe all are of looking through homelessness in the hopes of we ignore it we don’t have to
deal with the redlity of it, these are people who through one way or another are trapped in job prospects, or
addiction and the help doesn’t exist for them. We tend to dehumanize them which is something Stringer talks
about in the book and the devastating effect that has on a persons psyche, there can be no improvement
without understanding and this book is a revelation of showing the unfiltered truth behind that statement.

Y ersinia Pestis says

Grand Central Winter (1998)

Interessante fino a che non ha sentito I'esigenza di diventare edificante; non racconta la cosa pitl importante,
cioé come hafatto a smettere




Méanie says

Presgue un coup de coaur, j’ ai vraiment adoré cette lecture!

Christine says

| wanted to give this 4 stars but | only gave it 3 because of the disjointed feel at the end and the lack of any
satisfying conclusion. | grew to feel compassion for the author and hope for better things for him. He tells of
his life on athe streets addicted to crack trying to keep his humanity and even support himself (and
unfortunately his drug habit) by collecting cans and selling hewspapers. He ends up becoming the senior
editor of the newspaper but it would be more time before he became clean and sober.

The last few chapters were his musings on our perception of homelessness, policies, the human condition
and so on. He alluded to his recovery and breaking the cycle of addiction and his search for God but it was
only mentioned in passing as he recounted one of his more shameful nights on the street. | would've liketo
know what finally made him want to turn his life around and what exactly helped him in hisrecovery. | felt
that this would've been something that truly could've helped others that maybe are where he once was. He
demonstrated throughout his book that much of homelessness has more to do with addictions like drugs,
mental illness, and people that are trapped by circumstance than just needing a placeto live. In my opinion
an account of how he recovered and pushed beyond this cycle of self-destruction would've helped me as a
reader feel that there was something positive that came from his suffering and feel hope that others can
change aswell.

George Mavronisiotis says

@oBep? BIPA?0 V1A TIC DIAKOTIC 0OC KOI TIC OLUVAT?TNTEG TIOL KP?BETAL U200 00 ¢ - TIPOC BE0? KA U0
0X70N UE Ta oLVNBICUAVO OKOUTI?DIO AUTORO?0E1a¢ TIOL TAAG?povTal oav BIBA?0 oTa
OOUTEPU?PKET — AT? TOV Al ZTPAKED.

Z070€ O€ YIO 0UTOOX 2010 TP?0 0TO KPOAVT ZVTPAA -TOV GTABU? TV TPAVWV aTnV 42n Agw@?po
NG N?20¢ Y ?pKNG OTO KEVIPIK? MAVX?TOV - OXUPWHAN HE XOPTVI KAl EPNUEP?IEC KAL 2TAV AA(
BeTepVOC TOL KPOK KAl EKT?C ATI? TNV TI2I TOU KOLPBAAO?0E TTAVTA VA HOA?BI KaB?¢ xpetal 7tav
K?Tl OKANP? yia vo KaBap?(el Ta UTIDAEUPATO TIG TI2TOG VIO TNV TEAELTA 0 AYwvI 20N pou@néL?. To
HOA?BI 2ZKave BOLU?010 OUT? T BOVAEL?. 7p0E VA KP?0 BP7DL 2UWC TIOU dEV £?2XE KOBZA0UL KPOK
0?1€ KOV UTIOAEUPOTA OTNV TI2I0 TOU Yia va KaBap?oel. O Xpvog KLAO?0E apy? Kal oduvnp?. X1n
Ol 70607 TOU €?2XE LAVO IO 2XPNOTH T2, V0o LOA?BI KAl UTTPALKO XOPT? TIOL TOV Kpato?oe {eot?. O
AL T?TE IA TIP?TN QOP?, 2TCL VIA AVTITEPICTIOU?, ?0XI0E VA XPNOIUOTIOIE? TO HOA?BI KOl TO XOpT?
O2UQPUVO LIE TO OKOTI? YIA TOV OTIO?0V £7X0V €6aPX?¢ ONUIOLPYNBE?. ZXEON AU?0WC GLV PN K?TI
EKTIANKTIK?, K?Tl oav @uI 2110, Ol ?pEC TEPVO?00V ELX?PIOTA, NAOVICTIK? KOl 0 Al cuv?X1{E va
YP?PEL O€ PPEV?PNC PLBUO?C KA 200 TEPICC?TEPO YPAPE T?00 KOAA?TEPOC VIV?TAV, TOL UEPIKO?G
LVEC APY?TEPO ATTKTNGE LA WAVIUN GT?AN OTNV street news Kol 2KTOTE LTI?PX AV T?00EPA TP YUATO
TIOU 2KAVE K?0€ U?p0a: KZATI ia va By?AEl pKa, N €ao@?Aion TNn¢ 670n¢ TOU, TO VAU TN
T?2TIOC KO TO YPAPIUO, GTO 21MoI0 MVE T?200 KOA?C TIOU 0TO T?A0C PUEIVE V0 TOU.



Jennifer says

Thisis another book from my to-read shelf, abook I've owned for years and years but never read. Until last
night, home from an unusually busy and tiring day of work, having recently spent alot of time thinking
about homelessness, especially being homeless in Michigan in the winter, this book jumped out at me.

| read the entire book in a single evening.

Thisisn't the kind of book that is going to give alot of Answers. It doesn't explain why people are homeless
or what being homelessis like, but it does tell the story of one man who was homeless and addicted to crack
for along stretch in the eighties and early nineties. He is processed through shelters, arrested severa times
for vagrancy and other minor offenses, is sentenced to community service, sleepsin subway ramps,
witnesses crimes and commits afew (mostly trespassing, vagrancy, drug possession.) He also writes,
becomes the senior editor for Sreet News, intervenes in a mugging, appears on Geraldo, and survives years
of homelessness with wit and dignity intact.

Stringer is agood writer. There are shades here of Vonnegut (one of his earliest, most vocal supporters),
London, Bukowski. But in the end hisvoiceis al hisown. He succeeds in humanizing homelessness, and
also in showing us that most of the ways we respond to homel essness, both as a society and individually, are
pretty crap. Shelters that scam various systems, teaching the homel essness to become scammers themselves,
laws that penalize the powerless on behalf of the powerful, and the misguided, self-involved, and sometimes
downright mean ways people behave.

Thisis abook to expand your horizons.

Alan says

autobiographical account of a homeless man's various troubles. Written in the pencil he finds to clean out his
crack pipe.

C.M. Spivey says

I'm so glad to have found and read this book. Thoughtful and eloquent. Highly recommended.

TK421 says

| would have never read GRAND CENTRAL WINTER had | not heard Kurt Vonnegut speak about it on
CSPAN Book-TV afew years ago. My initia reaction was. another memoir about subject X. But as | went
about doing things in the house, keeping an ear on what Vonnegut had to say about this book, | soon realized
| had stopped doing my chores, and was now fixated on the life of Lee Stringer, the author and man that
chronicled hislife on the streetsin NY C. Mind you, thiswas the NY C before "a cop on every corner” was



implemented. Stringer spoke about his life with humility. When asked why he wrote this book, Stringer said:
| finally put down the pipe. (He had just found a broken pencil in the hovel he was occupying under Grand
Central Station and used a piece of discarded paper to record a few thoughts he had.) From this one moment
of clarity, Stringer chronicled an unforgettable tale of loss and woe, redemption and struggle, and slowly
began to turn hislife around. And Stringer holds nothing back—this story is populated with “unsavory”
people: pimps and prostitutes, drug dealers and other homeless peopl e that have either gone mad or are on
the brink of succumbing to their madness; but he gives not only a voice to these people, he gives them life.
Their stories explore what it meansto be alive in a city that looks at them as if they were ghosts. Parts of his
story are bleak; parts are laugh-out-loud funny. Every part is meaningful. This was a powerful story, and one
worth telling.

HIGHLY RECOMMENDED




