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LEGO(R) Chain Reactions is packed full of ideas, instructions, and inspiration for 10 LEGO machines that
spin, swing, pivot, roll, lift, and drop. Each machine alone is awesome, but put them together and you get
incredible chain reactions. Then, combine the machines in any order you like to create your own chain
reactions. Our team of experts worked with educators and 11-year-olds to invent the machines, then wrote a
book that teaches the skills (and some of the physics behind the fun) kids need to create their own amazing
chain reaction machines.
Our book includes 33 special LEGO elements that combine with basic bricks from your collection to make
your machines go. But don't worry that you won't have the right bricks; we worked with the folks at LEGO
to make sure you'll need only the most common bricks, and that there are plenty of substitutes. The result is a
chain reaction of fun, as one thing leads to another... and another... and another.
Comes with: 78 page book, 33 LEGO elements, 6 LEGO balls, 6 feet of string, 8 paper ramps, 2 paper pop-
up signs, 1 paper funnel ramp, 1 paper flag, 1 paper bucket, 1 platform
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From Reader Review Lego Chain Reactions: Design and Build
Amazing Moving Machines for online ebook

Louis says

This is a very different LEGO product, it is about using LEGO system and Technic pieces to build simple
machines, so it as much learning about simple machines as it is about building. And the fact that the end
result is not a static object but a series of motions is a big plus in our book.

The LEGO Chain reaction set is a book with 10 plans for building a structure that supports a combination of
simple machines. The assumption is that you have the LEGO system pieces (the standard bricks and plates)
and it provides you with a few Technic pieces (beams and pins). For each project, there is an introduction to
the project, instructions to build the project, instructions on how to work the project once it is done, and an
explanation of how it works. What links the 10 projects together is use of either moving pieces or plastic
balls that go in motion and becomes the trigger for the next project.

My four year old son and I have gone through all 10 projects. And we have done sequences of up to four of
the projects in a row. In making the projects, we actually ran out of bricks and had to do substitutions and use
Duplo blocks to get enough volume to build up the structures. With every project, I have him read the text on
the project, then have him explain to an audience (mommy and any lucky visitors) what the project(s) are
doing.

The fact that the projects are so different, and that after making them, they are very playable is the appeal of
this. My son enjoys making the completed projects work, and especially making the chain, then trying to
explain what it all means.

In the end, my assessment is that this is a great use of LEGO, build things that then have actual use, and use
it to engage and educate the builder. It combines engineering and language (explaining why the projects
work the way they do). And abstract enough that the builders may be able to apply these designs in new
ways. Highly recommended


