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Six brothers, trained since birth to become great warriors, prepare to experience their first taste of battle
1033, the Norman/French border. The sons of Tancred de Hauteville are following in their father s footsteps.
Asknights, they have but one true purpose: to fight. But denied service with their duke, they are forced to
take employment as mercenaries: their unequalled battle skills are for hire to the highest bidder. Victory and
defeat, betrayal and revenge combine as the desperation to rule the wealthy Norman lands becomes an
intense battle, testing even the strongest of ties.”
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Mark says

Worth reading,

The book is very good, it maybe better to judge it after reading the othersin the series.

| gaveit 3stars but it may get more after reading the others.

The characters are in some ways a bit one sided, but this did improve as the book went on.

Fight and battle scene are not very bloody, in fact to me very clinical clean but this me who mainly reads
fantasy.

| will be reading the others.

Eileen Iciek says

Thiswas a nicely written book covering a neglected corner of history. A couple of issuesthat | had with it
were:

1 - Dating. There were no dates about when certain events occurred. | know abit about history from this
period and sometimes events didn't quite match up with my recollection. When | checked, it appeared that
the book covered events over about 10 years, when the book makes it seem like it happened over maybe 5
years at most. Also, he discusses the schism between eastern and western Christianity, which did not happen
for afew years after this book ends. In the author's note at the end he does admit to condensing certain events
for dramatic effect, so at least he knew what he was doing.

2 - POV characters. William and Guaimar were appealing characters but not given enough emotional depth.
They could have been more carefully drawn - they weren't just about land and money.

As Phillipa Gregory has said, the best historical fiction fillsin the gaps that history books leave. This book
did that for me.

Anne says

| found this book very interesting and above all easy to read. what worked for me was the type while | know
othersfelt differently. It is basically the stories of two families, Guaimar and Berengara, brother and sister
who have had their inheritance stolen by the evil Panulf. The others are the brothers of the family
deHauteville, Norman mercenaries. This book centers mostly on the first two brothers, William and Drogo. |
enjoyed the intertwining of the two stories, especially those of Guaimar and Berengara. | will probably
continue the series.



Ruth says

€2015: FWFTB: Normans, Italy, battle, betrayal, 1033. Its afunny thing but if the synopsis ‘promises
something then | expect to read of the events described fairly shortly after the story's opening. If this doesn't
happen, then | always seem to be just waiting for the key event to happen rather than enjoying reading the
build of characterisation and plot. It must be a highly skilled part of the whole publishing packaging -
something | know very little of. But | do know that the events mentioned in the synopsis of this book only
started to happen on P106 of the edition | read. Total number of pages - 412 - which strangely includes some
blank pages between the various chapters - so roughly athird of the book was the build up to an event that
you know is going to happen. Perhaps as a consequence | found the charactersto be rather clunky and the
dialogue a mixture of olde english and manly brevity. Although the cover mentions Conn Iggulden (and the
author's previous series - The Pillars of Rome - which | have not read)) - | am not sure whether that is
actually acompliment or an insult - and to which specific party in the comparison would be the more
insulted. Sadly, unable to recommend to the normal crew at thistime. "Our Lord of Montesarchio must
anticipate that his impertence will not go unpunished, and he is a bold fellow who claims to command fifty
fighting retainers. Make sure it is we who surprise him and not the other way around." *sigh*

Kim says

My mother bought this for me at a book sale, thinking it might be something I'd be interested in. It's about a
time period that | don't normally read much about, but | thought I'd give it a shot, even though if I'd seenit, |
probably wouldn't have given it a second glance. In the end, though, I'm glad | gave it achance. It was well
worth it.

Set in the decades when the (in)famous William of Normandy, the Conqueror, was still achild struggling to
hold onto hisinheritance, | found the story of the de Hauteville brothers to be the most interesting plot
thread. Steady, clever William and impulsive, hot-tempered Drogo were very intriguing as they | eft their
family home to make their own way in the world as Norman mercenaries. The events they became embroiled
in were ones | knew little about, but actually got me interested to know more.

Guaimar and his sister, Berengaria, were alittle less interesting for most of the book, but when their part in
the story began to join that of William and Drogo's, | became a bit more interested in them. Berengaria's
growth from anaive girl into afierce, opinionated woman was actually fascinating. It makes me wonder if
her hatred of the Normans will come into play in later books, maybe get her into trouble.

| definitely enjoyed the book, enough that I'll certainly look into getting the next books in the series.

Dawn says

| was not expecting to like this book as much as| did. | was expecting another half-assed, poorly written,
overly macho book similar to the rest of the boys own adventure historical fiction stories already out there. |
was surprised when | ended up liking the characters and finding the story quite compelling.

It hasit's issues with character development and the flow of the storyline but all in all | thought it good and



worth finding the rest of the trilogy.

Cathy (cathepsut) says

The writing is not bad, but after reading about 14% of this book | am bored and skimming. Thereisalot of
riding to and fro, arriving at camp, making camp, leaving, more riding, descriptions, descriptions and more
descriptions and explanations and generally very little happening. Not keeping my attention, sorry...

J. Jones says

Set in 1033 this book isthe first in atrilogy about 6 Norman brothers who seek fame and fortune working as
mercenaries. |'ve read many books about 1066 and its immediate aftermath but nothing about the Normans
prior to that, so this was an eye opener for me.

The book is nicely paced with agood deal of action and | thoroughly enjoyed it and will be moving on to
book 2 soon.

Deborah | deiosepius says

This book begins as six brothers, trained since birth to be Norman knights get ready for their first real battle
in 1033 on the Norman/French border. Aswell astheir first real battleit is an exposureto their first political
encounter with the duke of the area.

Asresult of that encounter the two oldest sons of Tancred de Hauteville decide to take the road to Italy
where they find employment as mercenaries since the battle skills of Normans are much in demand there.

Thisisan Italy divided into states, the politics are different but even more intense; the Eastern empire of
Byzantium claims some states, the Western Christians claim others, the Saracens have taken Sicily. Thereis
historical intrigue, battles and afew very interesting characters to follow the story through.

| enjoyed this book thoroughly and the icing on the cake was a mention of the Varangians at the end when
the brothers go to Sicily. | finished this book and hopped straight online to buy the next two. | can't wait for
more!

Beorn says

As| aready own the two subsequent books in the series | decided to make an effort with this book but it's
just so bland, relatively aloof and filled with semi-pretentious dial ogue that you neither empathise with any
of the characters, particularly care what happensin the plot or anything you read.

If | were to describe it as one of those bland MOR sword and sandal s epics that Hollywood churned out in



the 50s & 60s without any star appeal and little in the way of memorable content, that would sum up what |
thought of this book.

It saysit all when the strongest sentiment you have about a book is regretting buying it in the first place,
even when you only paid a couple of £ for it.

Disappointing.

Terri says

| find that when it comesto historical fiction not enough iswritten of this era or these people. The Normans.
What little is out there encompasses the events surrounding and including the Norman Conquest of England
more than anything else. There is also some scattering of historical fiction that is set with the Saxons pre
Conquest, and then the Normans post Conquest. But unless you are willing to skip over into the historical
romance and Chick lit historical fiction (which | am not), then even these are few and far between.

When | found Mercenaries | had little expectation and if | did expect anything, | did not expect much. | had
heard nothing about the book or the two following books that make up thistrilogy. | have never read a Jack
Ludlow either so that was breaking new ground for me as well.

Despite all my reserves going into the book | found that | actually enjoyed it and for me it was a4 out of 5
stars book.

Mercenariesis set in Italy mostly. Pre Conquest, pre everything that the majority of people associate the
Normans with. And in my experience, the majority of people seem to think they came from nowhere afew
years before they set sail for England and then assimilated and vanished soon after, which technically, in
regards to the vanishing, they did. Being Northmen and Vikings by blood, that's what the Normans did best.
Conquer, mix with the populace, assimilate and dilute their blood. They wiped themselves out by doing this,
which isn't exactly a bad thing mayhaps as | have heard some speak of the Normansin the same breath as the
word Nazis. | will give that debate a wide berth however.

Kicking off on the Norman and French border in 1033, we are introduced to our main characters as children,
William and Drogo de Hauteville. Sons of Tancred de Hauteville. Real characters from history brought to
fictional life. In fact most of Ludlow's characters are based on real men. Some | was familiar with, and some
| was not.

The book does not stay with William and Drogo as children for long and within a hundred pagesthey are
young talented warriors setting out to become mercenariesin Italy. They are successful in their new careers
and soon cross paths with Guaimar, the heir to Salerno. Another real life character who was responsible for
persuading the Emperor, Conrad Augustus, to clash with Pandulf of Capua.

Following this, William and Drogo find themselves moving on to new battle grounds against the Saracens,
where they cement their reputations as formidable |eaders and warriors.

The flaws of the book were not too aggravating. There is no flowery or poetic prose and | missed it. While
the writing is technically okay, it lacked in historical description and the characters were rather one
dimensional.

| also have a grievance with the edition | had. It was over 400 pages, but the font was more like alarge print
copy. Printed for those with poor eyesight. The spacing between lines was broad, and the font too big. | saw



another edition had about 288 pages and | suspect that is the edition | would have preferred to read as the
large font edition messed with my concentration. Took away some of my ability to absorb the story. This
factor does not reflect in my rating though.

There is promise of agreat trilogy here with the Conquest Series by Ludlow. And sincethisisan erathat |
have much interest in, which as mentioned earlier is oft neglected by historical fiction authors, 1 will
definitely be going on to read the next two booksin the trilogy.

Laurentiu Lazar says

I’m kind of clueless when it comes to the Normans, therefore early on in my reading everything seemed out
of place. Moreover, the author's style of writing is a bit frigid which made me feel morose and dull, and on
severa occasions | began questioning my decision to start this book. Fortunately, curiosity kept me going
and patience paid off in the end since the more | read, the more used | got to his style and | have actualy
enjoyed it.

“Mercenaries’ isthefirst installment of atrilogy. This book is broken into two storylines, one that follows
the fortunes of the remarkable de Hautville family, while the other is closely zooming in on Guaimar’s
struggle to take back histitles and land. Eventually both paths find the common ground, William& Drogo as
captains for Rainulf’s normans , while Guaimar in an alliance with Conrad Augustusin their way to defeat
prince Pandulf of Capua. Deflecting from “the Wolf” amutual win-win aliance is agreed between the
mercenaries and the emperor. After, ano fight victory against Pandulf, the theater moves to Sicily where the
“mercenaries’ join the Byzantinne force to drive the Saracens out. The book ends with the defeat of
Syracuse, the return to Salerno and sudden departure to Melfi into Apulia.

The characters are so flat and one-dimensional that | have felt no care for any of them —money and land
being their only goal. Each Norman leader seemed to show a particular inclination towards shrewdness,
being in a continuous “outwitting the rivals’ competition. The Battle of Witsl!

The actual battles weren’t bloody at all, not extraordinarily depicted either, but enough to make them
interesting. | particularly enjoyed the stand-off between William and the emir of Syracuse Rashid a Farza,
being the only true fight in the entire book with enough detail to satisfy my deep hunger. | could hear myself
shouting “Bras de Fer!!”.

What bugged me the most was the fact that | lost track of the timeline too often, duly to the author’ s rare
mention of months, years and so forth. It might not have been aproblem if | had a clue on the real historical
events, but my unfamiliarity made me feel like a*“sucker” since years were passing by and | was actually
many months into the past.

Asthe author stated “at the kernel is historical truth and the actual deeds of the brothers de Hauterville”,
therefore this book isworth it if you want to learn abit historical facts on a period unfamiliar to many
people. | recommend it to persons fascinated with history.




Tom says

| love to read historical fiction. Especialy if it isagreat story that follows rea history as close as possible.
This does both. | know little about the Normans or the Lombards but apparently they both existed in some
troubled times. In fact, the first time | heard about Normans it was Monty Python doing rasberries and
caltipulting a cow at King Arthur.

This story follows the large family of a Norman lord. But becauseit is alarge family he can't support them
all so they go do what Normans did back then, become soldiers of fortune. The two oldest sons head to what
isnow Italy to join other Norman mercenaries already there. Their ambition is kindled while there and we
will follow their quest for power and fortune in the next two novels.

Jerry Mercer says

Great Story

Ludlow has molded the historical events of the 11th century and some cleverly crafted fiction into avery
interesting story. The descriptions, characters, and scenes are all well-written.

Dean says

Pretty good book. Quick and easy read....Would be a good book for a day at the beach....




