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A writer's retreat seemed the perfect chance for Dee Whittaker to take her mind off her marital difficulties.
However, she meets five of the most hideous writers ever to have mastered a qwerty keyboard, and her
problems quickly multiply. Things escalate further when the handyman winds up dead. After fleeing from
the island, Dee attempts to get her life back on track but begins to notice that something strange is going on.
The stories written on the island are coming true and hers is next - complete with a murder. Her estranged
husband makes an unlikely sidekick as the two of them try to stop the literary copycat killing an innocent
woman. Packed with topical references, Pompomberry House provides a satirical look at the emerging world
of indie publishing.
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From Reader Review Pompomberry House for online ebook

Kath Middleton says

This is a warm, knowing and very funny elbow in the ribs of the epublishing community - writers, readers,
forums, reviewers, all get a nudge and a wink in this clever spoof. A group of writers from a kindle forum
meet at an Island retreat to produce and anthology. Afterwards, stories from the book begin to happen in real
life. Spooky. Scary in fact, since some depict murder. The author has caught the excitement of the new era in
publishing, and the desire of budding and experienced authors to establish themselves in that world and be
appreciated for their talent. There's also a side-swipe at reviewers! Moreover, she has written it very cleverly.
Dee, the first person narrator, tells her tale at times in a slightly self-conscious 'writerly' fashion, as though
trying to sell us her story. Rosen Trevithick's own voice sings through though, in some extremely funny lines
and memorable phrases.

This book is a truimph. We will all recognise some of the characters but wince in horror at some of the
monstrous exaggerations she has turned some of them into. The story itself carries us through to a rollicking
ending. So far I have only read a few of Rosen's short stories but enough to tell that whatever her subject, she
is a talented writer. This contains that extra spark that has me jumping up and down, waving things in the air
and shouting 'Five stars, five stars!'

Paul says

I must admit this is not the sort of book I would usually read but it was certainly entertaining enough for me
to consider reading another by the same author.
A group of writers descend on Pompomberry House to write an anthology of stories.
While the seagulls swoop and soar the events begin to take unexpected twists and turns as the authors suffer
the fates which befell the characters in their books.
Or do they.....?
This book is one where the moment you think you have worked out whodunnit your hopes are dashed and
you find yourself down another blind alley.
A satirical book written about those who write for the kindle and the emergence of the independent publisher
and who will do anything to boost their sales.
Most enjoyable!

Kathleen says

I loved this book! At a time when it is sometimes difficult to find books without witches, vampires or magic;
this books was a wonderful treat.

The characters were so richly built that their "unbelievable- ness" was actually totally believable. They were
such vile people that I couldn’t wait for the author to provide me more.



The plot was perfectly twisty without being trite or unbelievable. A great who-dunnit mystery that I
thoroughly enjoyed. Kudos!

Julie Powell says

I loved this story from the start - the humour, the satire and the way it flowed. The twists and turns were
fabulous, leaving us not quite sure what was going to happen. It was clever and at the same time insightful -
especially where self-publishing is concerned...maybe this is what 'indie writers' should do! No, I don't mean
that - I think!

I have to say that I adored the humour best of all, especially the descriptions and opinions of the '5'. That's all
I will say because I don't give spoilers.

This book is highly recommended for its humour and wonderful storyline.

A must read!

Joo says

Pompomberry House by Rosen Trevithick is one of my most anticipated book in my Kindle-owning being.
So was it worth the wait and the hype and the teasing? ................ Yes, yes, yes, yes.

I'm sure I recall Rosen actually getting the idea for this particular book from a forum, where she couldn't
decide between one story or the other and decided to do both. It is the tale of Kindle forum life and Indie
authors, but on a much exaggerated scale (I hope ;p).

As a whodunnit, you are kept guessing all the way to the end. The characters are wonderfully larger than life
and if you are a forum member, you do wonder where she got her characters from.

A wonderful easy read. If you like any of Rosen's other works, you'll adore this one.

PS, I am the proud owner of one of the seagulls on the cover :D

Michael Brookes says

This is the story of a group of indie authors who go on a writing retreat and basically things go down hill
from there. I won't go into any more details as you should really read it for yourself. Comedy is a difficult
thing to write and the author does a great job. The scene in the cafe writing the love scene had me laughing
out loud.

As well as a good comedy, it's also a fun, if twisted, thriller. I loved the characters and the indie author scene
observations are quite amusing.



Overall I loved it.

Jane McBride says

This book strikes a chord with me, probably because I am an Indie author. I think a lot of the reviewers that
gave this a low rating don't get satire, which is unfortunate because their confusion drives down the rating of
a good author. Anyway, every Indie nail was hit right on the head! The need to do your own editing and the
resultant paranoia about mistakes-especially if the reviewers are the ones who are finding those mistakes in
your 'finished' product. And then the reviews! A bad review makes you write out your will and consider
jumping off a cliff, while a good review reduces you to a giggling, gushing teenager. Then there are the
reviewers, who sometimes deliver terrific zingers in their reviews and seem to forget that there is a flesh and
blood person on the other end of it. It's all online, it's all a fun game, right? And the other authors! Logically,
we all know that no matter what, there are going to be some people who just won't like what we write, and
yet we still think that really, everyone should like what we write or have a very good reason for not liking it.
And so, we all have attitude of, "We're all in the same boat!" So we all help each other with give aways and
guest blogging and sharing and liking. The truth is, we aren't really all in the same boat-we're all in the same
OCEAN, each of us rowing in our own little boat.
This book had a lot of well placed humor that any struggling human should be able to appreciate. I
recommend it!

Kath says

I have been waiting for the release of this book ever since the author started teasing about it on some of the
forums we both visit... I watched the cover being designed, took part in the quizzes and eagerly watched the
trailer which was released a few days before the book itself. Was I worried that the book wouldn't live up to
the hype and my expectations... well, yes and no. Yes cos I did build it up in my head a tad and I do tend to
get overexcited about things and No cos the author's track record speaks to quality writing imo.
Did it actually live up to my expectations...? Well, I'd have to say No again there - cos quite frankly it
exceeded every one of them. I always find Ms Trevithick's books easy to read, and this one was no
exception. It took the proverbial out of the whole indie-publishing scene - authors, lovers, haters, reviewers,
forum members with so much tongue-in-cheekness that at times I was crying with laughter.
Not only was it a blast character wise, but there was also a pretty nifty story crossing quite a few genres -
action, adventure, crime, humour and a little bit of horror thrown in (hate seagulls too) to name but some.
The author engaged me as a reader so much that I burned my dinner and also forgot my bedtime, I was so
into the book and just HAD to finish it to find out what had actually happened cos there were so many curve-
balls and bits of misdirection that I seriously didn't have a clue.
I do like a book that I can emote with and I did go on quite a roller-coaster ride with this one. I laughed, I
cried, I cringed, I shouted at most of the characters loads too.
Honestly, if I could give this book more stars I would.

Andrew Lawston says

Self-published authors have gained more public attention in the last couple of years than ever before, as
ebooks have reduced the cost of production, and increased the scope for distribution. Now, you can debate



the extent to which this is a good thing, but there's an undeniable curiosity about the phenomenon. Rosen
Trevithick - already a successful self-published writer, has taken the zeitgeist's pulse, looked at her fellow
authors (and, I suspect, at herself), and judged that the time was right to satirise the growing trend of self-
published writers.

Pompomberry House, however, has wider aims than just satirising the pompous, deluded arrogant writers
who think they're bringing down a centuries old publishing industry with hackneyed romance and thriller
novels. Hilariously observed as these parts of the book are, these grotesques are an easy target for mockery,
and probably self-indulgent to boot. So Trevithick combines this 300 page satire with a sinister murder
mystery, and a dash of chick-lit flustering.

The plot twists and turns, and regular readers of mystery fiction will spot some of the twists, but by no means
all of them. There is real humour and heartbreak among the disappearing evidence, sinister clues and huge
red herrings. Everyone gets a dig in the ribs, from the deluded authors themselves, to fanatical readers and
acerbic reviewers. Whatever the future has in store for books and publishing, Pompomberry House is an
entertaining and solidly written snapshot of the 'indie' scene as it exists now, and far more accurate and
plausible than some readers (ie, other authors) will like to admit.

Dava Stewart says

Once again, I find myself wishing there were degrees between three and four stars. This book is entertaining.
It made me laugh a few times, and I ended up describing the plot to my husband which is a sure tip off that it
was on my mind. I also couldn't predict the ending and was fooled by a little false foreshadowing.

So why not four stars? There was some weird stuff. There were a few places where the characterization was
so uneven I stopped enjoying the story to try and figure out what I had missed. There was also the strange
focus on the hats belonging to the main character. I don't know why that bothered me, but it did.

One other oddity was how much the style changed toward the end. Chapters would end with lines like "And
then I was shot and I died." Then the next chapter would start with "Except not really, I was just playing
dead." I felt like the author was sort of making fun of soap-opera-style cliffhangers, and if ONE chapter had
ended like that it probably wouldn't have bothered me, but several chapters ended like that. If those endings
had been scattered throughout the book instead of clumped together right at the end...

While I have listed some things that bugged me, I don't mean to imply that Pompomberry House isn't worth
reading. It is. It's funny, the subject matter is timely and amusing (indie writer forums and the weird
characters you encounter there), and it's well-written. It's also pretty tough to guess whodunit, and you are
left wondering if the narrator will get back together with her husband - so that it is almost two mysteries in
one. I just couldn't quite give it four stars. Maybe I'm becoming a grumpy, hard-to-please reviewer like Enid
Kibbler in the story.

Mary Grand says

A great read..if you are an indie author you'll love the references but this is a book for everyone to enjoy.
Light, refreshing and good fun, also very well written and great story.



Tim says

This is the story of a story. Dee Whittaker is an Indie writer. At the last minute, after someone drops out, she
manages to get a place on a writers retreat at the tiny, remote cornish Pompomberry island. There she meets
an array of the most pompous, grotesque, self-absorbed, hideous people you could possibly imagine. And a
rather buff handyman. When, the next morning the handyman is found murdered, the authors (one of whom
surely must be the murderer) are all i favour of a cover up. Dee flees the island in horror. WHen she goes to
the police, not only do they not believe her, but the island is deserted with no sign that anyone was ever
there.

The Book of Most Quality Writers is the spawn of this retreat, and it is published without Dee's knowledge or
permission. If that wasn't bad enough, the events in the stories start coming true, and Dee's story (which we
get to read in the prologue) is up next. And it's a murder. There's still the unsolved murder on the island, and
Dee is convinced the murderer is still at large and will strike again...

The first thing that came to mind when I was reading this book, was Agatha Christie's And then there were
none., also set on a remote island.
It works well as a murder mystery. There are clues and red herrings and plot twists aplenty.

It also works well as a satire of the Indie writing and publishing scene. Yes some of the characters are
grotesque and overblown, and somewhat alarming as we go from laugh-out-loud funny moments to heart-
wrenching, to sheer terror and back to plain ordinary mayhem. And that Christie image turned out to be
strangely prophetic.

This is the first Rosen Trevithick story I've read, and I thoroughly enjoyed it. Go on, read it: You won't look
on Indie writers the same way ever again.

Lubna says

Over the past one year or so, I’ve been interacting with Indies a lot. Be it via GoodReads – or rather various
discussion groups in GoodReads, on LinkedIn groups or email interactions while agreeing to review or god
forbid – not review their books.

Fortunately, most of the Indies I’ve interacted with are kind, generous, creative souls, willing to learn from
each other and share their knowledge. Only a few whom I encountered had the most pompous egos ever and
a critical pin-prick could have them shoot from their chair up in the air like a wailing balloon, designed to
screech as it soars upward and slowly deflates.

Dee, the main protagonist in this book and an Indie to boot, is not as lucky as I am. Hoping to run off from a
chaotic personal life – rather a jobless, careless husband who refuses to grow up, she heads off to a writer’s
retreat pretty much in the middle of no-where. If being glared at and mocked at by evil sea-gulls wasn’t
enough, she finds herself surrounded by larger than life whackos, who presumably are gathered here to let
their creative juices flow and pen an anthology.



If Dee hasn’t read their book – she just isn’t well read, if Dee doesn’t lust for one of them – well something
must be wrong with her. The book is dripping with humour and is an enjoyable satire on Indies, it is replete
with fearsome critics and Kindle book review groupies.

Dee is one of the first arrivals at Pompomberry House, where the retreat is being held. She anxiously waits
for others to arrive and lustful, well presented Annabel, who has splashed her photograph all over the cover
of her book is the first Indie she meets. Her claim to fame? ‘Falling for Flately’ is a number one best seller.
“It got to the top of Welsh contemporary romantic suspense fiction priced at under two pounds for three
hours.” When Dee asks what the book is about, she learns it is about a girl who falls for a man called Flately.
The twist in the story – Flately is her boss. “Otherwise it would be so boring,” explains Annabel. The others
arrive, some of them, like the handsome Rafe prefer to make a grand entrance - each of them, Dee included,
are well-conceived characters bursting with Indie pride.

They settle down and the workshop begins. Each of them pulls out a piece of paper from a hat stating
something about someone in the group. Predictably, they have to guess who that person is. Dee picks up a
chit that reads: I die tomorrow! Biff, the care-taker dies. Dee flees from the island, even as the others decide
to hush up this murder. Unfortunately the police do not believe her.

The wild carnival ride continues, as the stories in the anthology begin to come true (Dee’s contribution was
published without her knowledge and is in first draft, but let me not digress). So, a pig jumps over a cliff (it
is rescued), a marriage is staged for a garden gnome with a China doll, a human foot is washed ashore and
Dee gasps as she realises the story she had contributed is about a murder! There are darker stories contained
in this anthology, will these also come true? The only person Dee can turn to is her estranged husband –
Gareth.

The author in this well written satire spares no one, not the egoistic Indie writers, nor the self-acclaimed
critics (some of whom live to criticise), nor the forum members. Adding an element of whodunit provided
the right measure of spice. An enthralling read, but my Indie friends (and that goes for me – perhaps a wanna
be Indie author) do need to have the ability to laugh at some hard truths cleverly captured in these pages.

I would say it is a must read for all Indies, or at least for those who have a sense of humor. Non-Indies will
also enjoy this book.

I am so glad that I won this book as a GoodReads Giveaway. Thank you Rosen for shipping it all the way to
India.

Jacqueline Hopkins says

This book was not what I expected after reading the reviews and it is normally not the kind I read, but I felt
the plot was well written and thought out that I couldn't put the book down. Though the items I mention
below as to what I found wrong with the book, all of it combined didn't not stop me from wanting to find out
who did what to whom.

There were a couple of places in Chapter 1 that I didn't understand. A couple of paragraphs could have been
left out and we wouldn't miss the story line; I didn't understand what the elderly people had to do with her
being followed. And I had a problem with omniscient POV by the killer bothersome when we see what he is



thinking about why he wants to kill Delilah; it seemed so out of place and could be removed without
hindering the story line.

I had a huge problem with the author using parentheses in a fictional novel; they are so out of place as are
table of contents in my opinion.

At the end of Chapter 2, I was confused as to who was talking in the second to last paragraph. In Chapter 3,
there is so much dialogue with many characters in the scene that you do not know who is talking. I am one
for using very little dialogue tags, but there are times when there are more than the two main characters in a
scene that we need a little more of them or we start getting confused.

I also had a problem with the formatting and it did bother me. It is so much more easier to read when the
paragraphs have a definite distinction of when they begin by indenting them more than one or two spaces. A
half of an inch is much clearer. In some places the author did indent more, but most of the time the indents of
the paragraphs were hardly there to notice.

There were some grammar errors, but not many, though another pass by a proofreader would't have been a
bad idea. I am not sure how a body can sink into a table after they have rolled their eyes. I have to ask what a
'tingle panther' is? This is how it was used: It sent a tingle sprinting down my spine like a tingle panther.
Since this was written in British English, this cold be British working I am unfamiliar with, but I am a
curious person, so had to ask. And I liked this sentence, though I am hot sure why: My heart fell out through
my vagina.

All in all this was a compelling read and I couldn't stop reading until I found out who the killer was. I liked
the humor and loved the idea about the Macarena and who was going to perform it. Overall, I recommend
this book and would read another book by this author. I rated it 4 stars just because of the plot and the
mystery held my attention.

Maggie says

I think this book could best be described as a light-hearted black comedy, both amusing and entertaining and
an easy read. The story, which is completely unbelievable, concerns six self-publishing "indie" authors, five
of whom are extremely O.T.T. and all of whom are obsessed with how high their books are in the Amazon
top 100 chart. There are also a lot of references to Kindles and I can't decide whether the author approves of
them or not but, for the record, I read it on my Kindle.


