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Island Fog is a collection of linked short fictions by veteran storyteller John Vanderslice. The eleven stories
of Idand Fog are connected by both geography and theme. Every story is set on Nantucket Island,
Massachusetts, and together they span a period of Nantucket history from 1795 to 2005, with four different
centuries represented. Some of the characters the reader meets along the way include an 18th century
wigmaker accused of a notorious bank robbery, a 19th century "whaling widow" who has newly awakened to
important aspects of her sexual nature, aformer whale ship captain who once had to resort to cannibalism to
survive an extended period at sea, a 20th century plumber whose wife jumped off the Hyannis to Nantucket
ferry with her infant child in her arms, and a 21st century ghost tour leader who is being metaphorically
haunted by aformer lover.

Raobert Hicks (author of The Widow of the South and A Separate Country) declares that "lsland Fog is for
anyone who loves good stories, beautifully told, with a good dlice of the twisted history of humanity thrown
in." David Jauss (author of Glossolalia and Black Maps) notes that Island Fog "brilliantly parses the soul of
America. . . It will open your eyes, and your heart." Finally, Garry Craig Powell (author of Stoning the Devil
and Other Stories) saysthat "Vanderslice is awriter of vision and thisis a haunting, essential collection."
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Tonya says

Wow! Not what | expected at all. Each short story stands alone but the location ties them together over
centuries. Some of the stories haunted me... | had to finish one in daylight .

Diane says

| thoroughly enjoyed this collection of short stories - al engaging, some chilling, al giving aflavor of the
place (consistent through the book) and the time (over a span of more than 200 years). Highly recommend.

Darlene says

3.5 stars

Originally posted at: http://www.peekingbetweenthepages.com...

Island Fog by John Vanderdlice is an intriguing and dark collection of eleven short stories and since | enjoy
the darker side of things | enjoyed it. The stories of Iland Fog are linked together by the setting of Nantucket
Island and the theme of the stories themselves and they range from 1795 to 2005 so the historical aspect of
this collection is especialy interesting. Island Fog is a novel to savor slowly — pick it up, read a story, and
then reflect on it before indulging in the next one. The dark tone has made many of these stories hard to
forget.

Thefirst five stories are historical in nature. They deal with the Quakers, Native Americans, racism and
more. The following six stories focus more on the island and itsinhabitants. | really enjoyed these stories and
the disturbing quality to some of them. Of course | liked some of the stories more than others but a few
personal favorites were On Cherry Street which is about a woman who decides she may not be as distressed
about being awidow as she should be. Another was Taste which is avery twisted story and that’s all | can
say about it without giving away something important about it. Needless to say it is still foremost in my
mind. Thelast I'll share as afavorite was called Island Fog. This one combines magical realism and illusion
with what one perceives as their true desires and just what they’ll give up to achieve them. Y et another story
that has stayed in my thoughts.

John Vanderdlice definitely has an exquisite way with words, thoughts, and feelings. Even in a short story he
manages to draw you fully into the story and the characters portrayed in it. As much as these stories are
centered on Nantucket Island they are also about people and the things that drive usin our lives.

Recommended for those who enjoy short story collections and literary fiction. | very much enjoyed it and
look forward to reading more from the author.



Kathleen Kelly says

Island Fog Nantucket is an island south of Cape Cod, state of Massachusetts and thisis where Island Fog
takes place. A series of short storiesthat all take place on thisisland starting in 1795 to 2005. A chilling
range of stories that feature believable characters, interesting plots and above al great writing. A very unique
take on an idand and it's people. The themes of the stories were about bigotry, jealousy, duplicity,

greed, religious oppression, and murder.

Thisisabook that you will want to read in one sitting if you can. Each stories just gets better overall written
by an accomplished author who knows how to tell a story and definitely knows the history of Nantucket. |
really enjoyed it!

Becky says

John Vanderslice's collection features eleven tales centered around the island of Nantucket and the people
who live there. Thefirst half are historical, the rest are set present day (more or less) and all of them excedl in
giving the reader a strong sense of theisland and its residents.

From early whalers and their widows, Quakers, Congregationlists, and Native Americans to a widowed
plumber, an expectant father, and more, Vanderslice offers up snapshots of life through the eyes of avariety
of Nantucketers. Stories like "On Cherry Street" and "Morning Mea" offer up nice paralels - in the former,
awiferesigns herself to widowhood and finds that she's maybe not as stricken about it as she should be. In
the latter tale, however, a man reexamines and possibly refuses to accept the realities of his own widowhood.

| liked some stories more than others - "Guilty Look" was a personal favorite - but al of them are strongly
character driven. Even the island itself becomes a character of a sort as the overall theme and connection
between each piece.

Island Fog feels a bit voyeuristic in its offerings (like peeking through a neighbor's window or reading
someone's diary). It's also a thought-provoking read, especially in the case of stories like "King Philips War."
With the collection, Vanderslice proves he is a strong writer with atalent for connecting his readers to his
characters.

Nancy Oakes says

I'm become very leery in the last few months at taking on works from a press |'ve never heard of, but in this
case it was a gamble won. More than anything, | loved the disturbing tone of these tales that often (especially
in the last story, "lIsland Fog") move into the realm of the strange; the historical aspect of this collection also
appealed to mein abig way. It's definitely a book that will stay with me for avery long while.



There are eleven staries in this book that are united by the virtue of being set on the island of Nantucket,
where history moves from 1795 to the present. Another binding element is that the main charactersin each
and every story come to some sort of personal and yet disturbing revelations about themselves that |eave the
reader feeling just a bit off kilter afterwards, and this tone establishes itself in the first story and doesn't let up
for amoment. It's also a book that istinged with more than hints of sadness and despair.

| won't go into each and every story, but the first tale, "Guilty Look," setsthat tone in atale about (of all
things) an investigation into a bank robbery, one based on atrue event. This story should end up leaving its
reader with hackles raised on hig’her neck as he/she realizes exactly what's happening here. My personal
favoriteis"Taste," the story of an ex-whaling ship captain who, when faced with death on the high seas, has
done what many a sailor has done in his place. Think Philbrick's In the Heart of the Sea: The Tragedy of the
Whaleship Essex or Owen Chase's firsthand account The Wreck of the Whaleship Essex, and you get the
drift. Yearslater in 1846, this poor man still hasn't gotten over the incident, suffering from the equivalent of
PTSD for years and leaving his emotional traumato manifest itself in avery bizarre, horrific and ultimately
heartbreaking way.

Five of these stories are definitely more historical in nature: "Guilty Look" deals with area robbery but it
also incorporates the irony of the slow-building Quaker domination over all aspects of society; "King Philip's
War" relives the clashes between Native Americans and white settlersin its own way; "On Cherry Street”
and "Taste" center around Nantucket's whaling industry, and "How Long Will You Tarry" raises the ugly
specter of racism. The others have a more personal, less-historical flavor but are as well written as the first
group of stories, athough my favorites were most definitely among the first five. All of these stories manage
to get into the heads of the characters -- and it is never pretty. Who would have thought that an island where
the beautiful people go for pleasure would hide so much darkness?

recommended

Melinda says

A provoking literary collection of eleven short stories ranging from 1795 to the present all taking place on
the intriguing island of Nantucket. Tethering the storiesis an apparent psychological edge allowing the
reader to enter the mind of the protagonists with an understanding of various epiphaniesindividual characters
discover about themselves. Each story leaving the reader disquieted and bristled.

The first five stories are historical based addressing Quaker dominance, Native American rifts with whites,
whaling industry, and racism. The following six possess an intimate feel with topics such as depression,
paranormal aswell as reflection on life. Vanderdlice again alows the reader entrance into the mind of the
characters with privy to thoughts and feelings causing great affection.

Vanderslice demonstrates his adept writing with seamless ability to aternate varying eras and character
voices. A well crafted collection filled with plenty of history, mystique and intrigue Nantucket holds. All
eleven stories stirring the reader along with much to contemplate. Highly recommend.

D.E. says



Island Fog is a collection of short stories that take place on the island of Nantucket off Massachusetts. The
stories are written in chronological order. This allows the reader to follow the historical social and economic
developments of Nantucket, which are, of course, also applicable to the American population in general. As
alover of al things historical, | found this approach interesting even though not every story was easy to read.
Thefirst story, for example, features religious bigotry. | found this emotionally difficult to read as1'm
currently living in aregion of the world that is on the knife's edge of religious extremity.

Vanderdliceis agifted writer. His proseis beautiful. | sometimes found myself rereading passages just to
enjoy the beauty of the words he has managed to elicit when putting pen to paper. Although many of the
stories are very short, he still manages to create characters that develop and change with the telling of the
tale. | especialy enjoyed the element of supernatural that was sparsely sprinkled into the mix of stories. My
only criticism of the collection isthe final story. Asalawyer, | couldn’t enjoy the tale as much as | would
have liked due to the inaccuracy of the legal elements contained therein.

Tanya says

I've been looking for this book for months -- | keep telling everyone, | need some GOOD fiction-- something
well crafted, with some heft, some gravitas, and maybe some surprise. Island Fog has all of that, and some
good, dark New England history, characters, and, well, fog.

This collection of stories, al set on Nantucket |sland between the eighteenth and twenty-first centuriesisthe
kind of book that makes you jealous of its author. It's one of the books you wish you'd written, or even been
able to imagine the idea of. Each new story, each surprising plot twist, each insightfully drawn character,
makes you (me) wish you (1) had even one of these storiesinside of you (me).

Absolutely must read -- if you can takeit.

Bill Lavender says

"Thisidand feelslike some mad doctor’s lab experiment”—so says one of the fictional residents of
Nantucket Island, the setting of John Vanderdlice's extraordinary story collection Island Fog. But
Vanderdlice is by no means a mad doctor, though he is definitely one insanely talented writer. In the eleven
literary experiments that comprise his book, he brilliantly parses the soul of Americafrom 1795 to 2005
through the microcosm of Nantucket Island. To borrow the words of yet another of his characters, he
conveys “the awful weight of history pressing down upon the island” and conveysit so viscerally that we
feel that “time has stopped or has circled around on itself” and we are “back inside that living spiraling body,
that awful protean force” that was, and is, not just the island but America. Thisis abook that anyone
interested in the grand, failed experiment that is America should read. It will open your eyes, and your heart.
—David Jauss, author of Glossolalia and Black Maps

John Vanderslice' s debut collection is awhopping cycle of beautifully crafted stories spanning over two



hundred years of Nantucket history, each emerging from the fog of the past crystal clear, complete, and
poignant. Reading Vanderdlice s stories, it's asif Ishmael has never boarded the whaleship Pequod in
Nantucket, asif he's remained island-bound to tell these far-reaching, masterful tales. In agripping, surrea
novellareminiscent of Kafka s The Trial, Vanderdlice opens the collection in 1795, during which a
consortium of religious oligarchs use a bank robbery as akind of witch hunt to consolidate power. In “King
Philip’s War,” the narrator challenges a Native American boy in afootrace whose outcome is more onerous
than he can imagine. From the travails of whaling widows, to a ship’s Captain who must resort to
cannibalism to survive on the high seas, to an African-American school teacher stalked by her students, we
see Nantucket' s earliest European and native inhabitants struggling to find a place in thisisland community.
In part two of the collection, beginning in 1999, Nantucket transforms from a site of colonization and
industrial whaling to atourist town, dead and haunted in its off-seasons, a crossroads for people running
from others, and from themselves. A carpenter struggles with a*“fog of soporific recollections’ at the death
of hiswife and child. A man flees alove affair in Boston to establish a company giving ghost tours, only to
be haunted himself. Jamaican immigrants find veiled resentment. The titular novella bookends this richly
realized collection. Init, ayoung man flunking out of U Mass finds himself on a purgatorial visit to
Nantucket, where he is hired to participate as an actor in “Hopes and Promises’ tableaus that reenact
customers' past moments of deepest desires and regrets. Read this book! Rarely have | enjoyed a story
collection with such artistic and historical sweep, one so quintessentially and vibrantly American.

—Wendell Mayo, author of The Cucumber King of Kedainiai: Fictions

John Vanderdlice's Iland Fog is far more than just a collection of stories. Tied together by a place and its
history, the collection tells the story of Nantucket Island through the desperate lives and conflicts, hopes and
sorrows of itsinhabitants. | began reading the collection assuming it was for folks who have known or loved
Nantucket and by the third story | was convinced that Island Fog is for anyone who loves good stories,
beautifully told, with agood slice of the twisted history of humanity thrown in.

—Robert Hicks, author of The Widow of the South and A Separate Country

In this quirky yet captivating collection of ten stories and two novellas, all set on Nantucket, theisland is
both microcosm and prism, through which the reader catches illuminated glimpses of American life, from the
hard, dangerous times of the whaling community to the present-day tony resort of the super-wealthy—and
yet the same problems beset the inhabitants through the centuries: racism, class exploitation, sexual identity,
envy and fidelity. The essence of all thefictionsis “the awful weight of history pressing down upon the
island”, and in atwenty-first century America struggling to reconstruct its identity, the reader cannot but
hope that the idyllic and mythic island might give us a clue about who we are. And yet in the final novella,
“Island Fog”, a chilling tour-de-force worthy of Chesterton or Borges, we find ourselvesin a place so far
from reality that, like its hapless and trapped protagonist, we wonder if we are doomed to play partsin
someone else’s fantasies forever. John Vanderslice is awriter of vision and thisis a haunting, essential
collection.

—Garry Craig Powell, author of Stoning the Devil




Bruce Gargoyle says

| received adigital copy of thistitle from the author in exchange for an honest review.

Ten Second Synopsis:
A collection of stories centering around Nantucket and its residents, stretching from the 1800s to roughly
today. Intrigue, manipulation and emotion are weaved through each story.

| read a reasonable amount of short story collections and the thing that really stood out for me about I1sland
Fog was the way that each story held its own as part of the group. In fact, each story felt like anovellain
itself and as | made my way through the collection, | certainly felt like | was getting some bang for my
metaphorical buck. Each story focuses on a different set of characters and a different time period and so the
stories read like little time capsules, transporting the reader into a particular slice of Nantucket society,
before moving on to the next. On finishing each story, | definitely got the feeling that | had experienced
something significant in the lives of the particular charactersin that tale.

The stories run the gamut from friendship dramas and finding one's place and power as a young person, to
rocky relationships and the different griefs of death versus abandonment, and the magical realism of having
one's hopes fulfilled at the price of accepting atwisted reality. There is definitely something here to satisfy
lovers of both historical and contemporary fiction, which isanicely unusual touch for such a collection.

| suspect this collection will have particular appeal for those who live in close proximity to Nantucket, as
sense of place in anarrative is always enhanced, | find, when combined with actual experience of the place.
For those of us who know nothing about Nantucket save for its appearance in avery famous limerick, |
suggest you give this collection atry. The author manages to evoke a certain atmosphere in the writing that
gave me avery clear image of Nantucket as a place that had more going on than would appear at first glance.

I recommend this book to those fond of short story collections where the emphasisis soundly on the "story"
rather than the "short", and those who like both historical and contemporary fiction that embraces mystery
and intrigue in the everyday.

Stacey Jones says

| really enjoyed this book! (Disclosure: The author is a creative writing prof in my MFA program and a
friend.) | loved the idea of the stories all taking place on Nantucket, but thisisn't anovel in stories; there are
no linking characters except the island itself. The stories are all really different from each other, and yet all
are fully realized and imagined, the characters very real, the conflicts and epiphanies relatable and
compelling. | also enjoyed how Vanderslice separates the stories into two sections, long past and
contemporary.

| found something to recommend each story, but some of my favorites are "King Philip's War," "Haunted,"
"Managing Business," and "lsland Fog." The stories have that Munrovian characteristic | really value, in that
they are true to the ambiguities of life, not afalse, fictional structure. (Though the final story, or novella, is
more fantastical in amagical realism vein.)

I recommend this book to anyone who enjoys short stories, Americanaor travel fiction. My husband and |



read it aloud and both enjoyed it, and | gave a copy to my mother, and she also thought it was engaging and
well crafted.

Oh My Bookness says

Island Fog by John Vanderslice is a collection of short stories set in Nantucket Island, M assachusetts
spanning through the decades of 1795 to more present 2005. A collection of short stories, set in within a
historical fiction setting with the first half of the book. With historical fiction the setting is the most
important literary element. The reason for this is because the author is writing about a particular timein
history so the information that he is writing about must be accurate, authentic or both. The time period must
be thoroughly researched create a authentic and accurate setting in the book. The author must get the idea,
the feeling, learn how the people ate, what kinds of homes they had and artifacts that are common. John
Vanderdlice has done just that. He portrays "the awful weight of history pressing down upon the island” with
the feeling that "time has stopped or has circled around on itself”.

The other half of the book is more contemporary. The author portrays a sense of realism within his characters
aswell asthe situations that are depicted. Y ou get a sense of the situations that depict our world and society.
Confronting personal and social problems and coming to understand themselves and others in a complicated
and difficult time.

books are love says

| received this book in exchange for a honest review.

where to begin. First this book is amazing. John Vanderdice has created stories that have the musings of
Hitchcock and even in some instances Twilight Zone while giving the stylistic writing of Edgar Allen Poe.
Very chilling and very engaging. How can | say the musing of Hitchcock and Twilight Zone well some of
the stories will remind you of movies and shows of Hitchocks and others have that feel of the twilight zone
where you feel you have been brought somewhere alternative in nature. thisis particularly true of the last
story Island fog. that one was just really really intriguing but made you feel like you werein anew world
while everyone el se was somewhere else.

Like Poe's stories there is a theme and a reason behind the madness or even lesson to be learned. Also like
Poe you are drawn in and left dangling until they feel the time isright to take you off the hook and reveal the
real meaning behind everything in chilling detail sometimes. Vanderslice only revealsthingswhenitis
necessary and when it is desired. He draws you in keeps up the creep factor (Haunted and Taste are in this
areafor sure) has you on the edge and slowly ever so slowly reveas the tale. Whether it be about alover who
haunts you, the idea of finding your humanity and how far people will go to carry out illusions and desires,
the desire to start over or to show lessons that needed to be learned by othersit is entailed in these stories. All
take place in Nantucket or around there and span decades even centuries. Each unique in what they are
teaching you and entertaining you with and yet intertwined in one way or another.

One shows usthat al isn't asit seems when it comes to who is guilty and who isn't. but also show usthe
religion of the day and it's influence. While ancther is alesson in savagery and learning really about trust and



respect in away. Whether we are learning about our inner demons and how one bad event can change us into
something we never wanted to be or about wanting escapes from our lifeit is seen in these telling and
chilling stories that will rivet you until the eery and tell tailing end.

Sharon Martin says

A series of short stories around Nantuckett island. The stories are told over two hundred years starting in
1795.

The style of writing reminds of John Steinbeck and Conan Doyle, very unique and keeps the reader totally
enrapt. As you follow the series the descriptive narrative paints an excellent image, the nostalgiainvolved in
some of the tales reminds me of my childhood and as we move through the years, the changes in society and
the movement of peopleit is very poignant. The novelist always leaves atwist to the end of the tale which
provokes thought and let's you decide the possible outcome.

The interesting thing | found about this book is as we move through the ages people and their thoughts and
morals stay the same even if everything else is changing around them. The historic and geographically
knowledge and research the author has put into their writing has to be commended.

Interesting tales, descriptive characters, excellent places, makes an intriguing and thought provoking read
done in anew and refreshing style, which | hope will lead to more stories. If you like good solid tales built
around an interesting place with plenty to think and ponder about thisis the author for you.




