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A call for help draws wizard Alexander Taylor into an adventure that he knows nothing about. To save a
friend, Alex must travel to the land of Nezza, aland where war is part of daily life, where adventurers are
imprisoned, and where all magic is believed to be black.

Chance brings Alex into contact with young Rallian, a prince who might just be the true king of Nezza, and
Alex's desire to do good sets loose a spell that could drive the land into all-out war. Alex must find away for
Rallian to be crowned king while also bringing peace to the land, but his magic and wizardry alone cannot
make peace happen. His task is made more difficult when he learns that a group called the Brotherhood is
actively working to keep the people of Nezza divided.

Join Alex and some familiar friends in their search to unite the land of Nezza in this new adventure that will
test their courage to the very core.
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L aura says

| really like this series, but this one is not my favorite. | miss Alex being part of the quest. He goes to Nezza
to save afriend and pretty much is on the outside of the group and on his own for alot of the book. | keep
waiting for him to meet some of hisréatives, but still nothing in this book. A good read, just not as good as
the last one.

Charles says

| had agreat joy in yet another reading by M.L.Forman. This new book completes what Alex needsin al the
other books. These books are a great read to just read through at home. Reading this book has given me a
new sense of adventure at that. But While meeting Rallian, Alex learns that Rallian is the true king of nezza
and needs to be crowned so there can be peace in the land of the sand.(Forman 134) how do we know what's
the difference between the truth and fiction, because in the book after Rallian told Alex that he was the true
king he didn't believe him but after the trials they faced and pulled through he found not to be fiction. He was
truthfully the king and a great one to bring peace to their lands. | would recommend this book and the rest of
the series to readers who enjoy mystery and plot filled adventurous books.

Drew says

| can not wait its so close. Thisismy new favorite series after lord off the rings.

Will_IIl says

| really liked this whole series, and this book is no exception. It isawonderful addition to the series. | realy
like the whole idea of magic bags, and the author portrays how magic works. The author did an awesome job
on this book, and the rest of the series.

Onething | have to admit, isthat Alex (the main character) gets way to powerful. Like, too powerful. But, in
the end, it sounds like their are a couple people out there who can match his power, and challenge it. Also,
the prince iskind of annoying. At least heisn't in the end though.

Another thing | really liked about this series, is that honor is a pretty big deal, and | like how Alex isreally
humble. Even with all the power he has, and all the chances he has to make more money, he isn't greedy, and
heisn't too prideful. It is also cool how Alex iswillingly to sacrifice hislife, or even his honor, to save his
friends or do the right thing.

I would recommend this book, (if you haven't read the rest of the series, start at the first book obviously) to
any age of any gender, aslong as you love fantasy, dragons, quests, adventure, and everything else awesome.
Itisaredly exciting and awesome book, and it is very fun to read.



Sloan says

The 4th book by M. L. Forman in his Adventurer's Wanted series, Alex is once more whisked away onto an
adventure when afriend from hisfirst adventure calls for his aid bringing him to the far off lands of Nezza.

NOTE: | read the audiobook version of this and alarge part of my critique will cover the actua narrator of
the book.

This book was an exciting addition to the series, and while overall agreat story, there definitely parts that left
me wanting for /less/ in this case. While it was continuing the build of brought through from book three
(Albrek’s Tomb), it felt way to rushed. Something i think happens to authors once they have all but said their
character is the 'chosen one'.

Though I will giveit some leway asthisis achildren's book series, so pacing of the storyline tendsto be
different. A single quest can't take more than one book, et cetera.

Alex has already excelled in many ways, proven to be an ultra quick learner and sort of jack-of-all-
tradesman. But his progression in the last book and this one was so fast it |eft me feeling queasy in some
areas. But all around, not really far off from what | was expecting.

However, while certainly things that were disappointing in this book it was also completely different and a
lot of thingsi really enjoyed:

This book was Alex's second real adventure on his own as a 'true wizard'. He was confident enough that he
didn't rely on Whalen so heavily except when he just needed honest advice or just passing along information.
It was nice to see Alex finaly feel comfortable enough not to go on and on about how he had ‘only just
become awizard', et cetera.

It also brought adventures to the large scale, larger than even Horn of Moran, in the lands of Nezza. Alex
was doing something on his own as afriend and also as awizard, that wasn't as a member of a group. But
because he had been called to do something. It gave Alex, and the readers, a broader scope of the
overarching plot of what is happening in the known-lands.

Asfar asthe narrator for the audio version: R. C. Bray... Disappointing.

That isto say, Bray did adecent job and if you did not compare his work to the first three books you would
have had a pretty dang good job. Except thisis a continuous series, and when the first three books have the
same narrator and is suddenly switched.. it does need to be taken into account.

The overall production quality lacked in this book, even if you don't count Bray's work compared to to E. B.
Stevens. There were effects, like in the first three but they were by no means consistent from the first three
let alonein this one book itself.

Bray felt like he wasjust... reading. Which, sounds silly when heis anarrator but very often his voice and
tone didn't match what was going on. Alex sounded uncertain of himself nearly constantly even when he was
clearly confident and sure of himself. His voicesto differentiate between characters was lackluster and



women's voices (while few) all sounded exactly the same (soft, timid, nasaly).

| of course, hope they bring back Stevens, if they can. Bray just felt like he was reading flatly from the book
with little interest as to what was actually happening. Emotions- if there- didn't match what was happening.
Production quality clearly went down- asif it had an entirely new time all together with only post it notes of
random things to reference.

But | would still recommend this book. It's an excellent, if mildly rushed, addition to the series and it has me
excited to move on to the fifth book (The Axe of Sundering) slatted to come out later thisyear. | just hope
that maybe Forman took afew steps back and decidesto slow down and that Shadow Mountain either works
on overall production or just brings back Stevens at the very least.

M agila says

2.5

I'm sorry, but | really have to say that thisinstallment fell short of the mark. | know the author spent a great
deal of time on this, and the editors and publisher required some significant revisions. It should have been
awesome. | have no ideaif the changes resulted in something better, or what the readers were delivered.

The book was a quick, easy read. Unfortunately, it lacked any twisting, turning, or interesting elements that
would make it greater than ok. The story was highly predictable and eh. The main character turned from
someone who was growing into his own to areal life living legend. The character development fell short.

| was totally bummed that the story didn't live up to my expectations. It felt like maybe because there was
supposed to be learning points and discussion topics, it detracted from the flow and creation of a solid
narrative. The fact it wasn't that great won't stop me from picking up the next book, or recommending the
series. | can only hope the author gets back in his groove and avoids a second book like thisin the series.

KaDee says

Was at Desert Book the other day, and when | saw this on the shelf, | just about died of fangirling.

And, oh, it was SOOOOO worth the wait! 1t was absolutely amazing.

But there was one problem....

Now that | know about Alex's sweet dragon powers, some strange part of my brain thinks that he needsto
use them for EVERY THING.

Can't open that jar of pickles?



I'll be adragon could.

Andit'sreally getting ridiculous. It's like:

Look! Alex got captured by some soldiers! How's he going to get out of this one?
Turn into a dragon and eat them all!

Oh no! It'sagiant snake! What's Alex going to do?

Turn into a dragon and eat it!!

AAAHHH!! An evil wizard!!

Turn into a dragon and EAT HIM!!!

| dunno. | guess I'm just weird that way (that doesn't make Alex a cannibal, doesit?

Y eah...no. No, we're not going there)

Uh, yeah....anyhoo....* awkward smile*

The book was soooo AWESOME! Just no other way to put it. So, if you need me, I'll be over fangirling in a
corner till the next one comes out. Tal

Bethany says

| first want to say that this series has had potentia from the beginning. It is funny, moral, clean, and
engaging, and it drew mein from the first. Forman clearly also have alot of creativity and originality--1
would simply like to see it lose the copying from other literary masterpieces. | love the premise, Alex is
pretty interesting, and there are just enough "plot balls' thrown into the air that | want to see how they fall.



("Plot balls" are something that afiction teacher once told me about. Authors juggle plot balls--aplot here, a
subplot here, and another one there--by throwing them into the story at different times and resolving them at
different timesaswell.) | still want to know what's going to happen, even though | have been somewhat
disillusioned by the series by now.

There are some interesting premisesin this series. | like the whole idea of adventurers, and the concepts are
pretty unique--adventuring bags (oh, wait, that was in Fablehaven), wizardry, the Wall, and the Oracles.
(Okay, so maybe not ENTIRELY unique.) And Alex isaparagon. Heis, after all, adragon, adragon lord, a
dragon dayer (are those compatible?), part-human/dwarf/elf (with a good dose of missing parent syndrome),
asuperhero wizard, a healer, an adventurer, a prophecy-fulfiller, a mini-Oracle/sage, awarrior, araven-
whisperer, a shadow-slayer, and a perfect person in every way. | like agood hero, but there is such athing as
going too far. Plus, whenever Alex goes to the wall (the border of death in this book), it is consistently
described as difficult to go to because it is so compelling, but he never has any trouble with it. Instead, he
saves lots of people from being pulled over the wall into the shadow of death. If someone is perfect already,
where in the world can he go? There isn't even a shadow of potential for real character development. In this
book, the character development is limited to discussions about Alex's identity as a wizard--meaning, heisa
wizard and doesn't try to hide it at all. Don't get me wrong--1 love the adventures Alex has, and everything
really isvery exciting and is frequently well-written enough to hook me, but the two-dimensionality of the
protagonist is frustrating for me as areader. Maybe I'm not the target age for this series, but | like books that
can honestly appeal to multiple age levels. The Chronicles of Narnia, for example, iswell written, is deep,
and is understood AND adored by children, teens, and adults alike. Maybe that isn't afair comparison, but |
really like books that have multiple target audiences and are appropriate for those groups. (For contemporary
Y A books, The Scorpio Races and The False Prince are two very different books that fulfill that criterion.)

| also don't actually see Alex changing. He is avery two-dimensional character for me; he sometimesis[sort
of] tempted to stray off of the right and moral path, but he easily conquers such temptations because heisa
god. Or not. The closest he getsto real temptation is through the villains spells, BUT because heisatrue
wizard (remember?) he can throw such spells off easily. But redlly, he doesn't actually have any real internal
struggles, and he destroys everything in his path with no effort whatsoever. The worst that happensto himis
that he gets redlly tired and has to take a nap for three days. Two of his acquaintances are violently killed and
he emerges without a single scratch. Just exhaustion. Plus, we can't even empathize with his acquaintances
because they had no real role. | don't remember their names, any hint of an actual appearance, what they did,
why/how they died...because | didn't care.

The main problem with this seriesis that it often seemsto openly plagiarize The Lord of the Rings series. We
have seen the LOTR pattern since the beginning, ever since Alex faced off atroll and turned it to stone by
exposing it to sunlight (refer to "The Hobbit"). He found aring. He has been traveling with a band of
adventurers--the Fellowship--, and in the first book, he fought a dragon with the elvish-made sword
Moondlayer (Sting, the elvish-made sword) while protected with atrue silver (mithril) vest. The second and
third books were alittle better. There was, of course, a continuation of the past ideas and motifs, but Forman
expanded hisideas alittle. There were more adventures without so much obvious dependence on J.R.R.
Tolkien'sinspiration.

But this...

First of al, it isNOT aright to have a chapter entitled "Many Meetings." If we're talking about plagiarism,
don't chapter titles count, too? That is one of the most memorable chapter titlesin the LOTR series (The
Fellowship of the Ring, Part |1, Chapter 1). And who isn't familiar with the song from the Peter Jackson
LOTR moviesthat has the same title? If you don't believe me, go to thislink:



http://m.youtube.com/watch?v=Y 800f CKPbdE. 1'd bet that you know it.
And then we have the cameo that Alex makes for a certain young lady. Isit just me, or isthat from Eragon?
Remember, that series blatantly plagiarized from LOTR aswell, so thisis borrowing from a borrower...right?

Correct meif I'm wrong.

But the worst oneis that we finally figure out that the ring Alex has been carrying around truly is"The One
Ring to Rule Them All," meant for the Returning King [of Nezza].

Oh, | can't wait to find out who Sauron is, since we've already met Saruman (Magnus).

Jiten says

3.5 stars

Better story line then the first three.

Benjamin Crawford says

Alex isat his new house when he gets a message that hisfriend isin danger and he needsto get there as fast
as he can. when he gets there his friends have been captured and he has to free them. While freeing his
friends he frees the true king of Nezza, who had been missing for along time. War starts because nobody
knows who the king is until the true king gets the ring, then ge gets the ring and everything is good.

Orcal-i think it is a person who knows alot.

Weir lights- Lights that obey your command until you forget about them

Conjured- to make something

The theme of this book can be awhole lot of things. As humans we tend to do things without thinking. In the
book alex does that alot but in the end gains control. We can gain control by thinking before acting.

My opinion of the book isthat it was agood book. i liked how aex had to go through many challenges and
he succeeded at al of them. i also liked how he can change his form. The book was just overall good

Lisa Nocita says

I have enjoyed this series very much, as have many students I've recommended it to. | stopped after book 3,
not bearing the thought of finishing book 4 with no book 5 in sight. Now that Forman hasrallied from an
extended ilIness and the series has completed, I'm eager to seeit through. That said, this book is probably my
|least favorite in the series. The characters and action felt stilted and not animated in the least. Alex, in
particular, who has aways seemed too good to be true, just doesn't seem to have any flaws, making his hero's
journey implausible. It seems he has nothing to overcome and too many talents and giftsto accomplish
whatever challenges may come hisway. He has no self-doubt, not a scion of ego, and no flaw of judgement.
And he's never defeated or setback. The Sands of Nezza sets up the final wizarding battle of the series, the
triumph of good over evil. The outcomes seems foregone, the only question being if the tension will feel real
and satisfying.



M.L. Forman says

Just a quick note here. I'm note sure how anyone has rated this book already, as I'm still working on the final
version. Very strange? With alot of work and alittle luck | believe thiswill be out in May. Yes, | know you
don't want to wait that long, but | am going al out to get the final fixed version to my editor by March 17. |
am sorry for the delay, but | would rather have it come out later than planned and good than come out on
time and be... well, wrong. -Mark

Devin says

Are we there yet?:(
Ahhhhh so close yet so far!!! | want it......

So | would like to know why people have rated a book that has not been released yet?

Haley says

SPOILER ALERT

This book was fantastic! 1t was about as amazing as the first book! | never would believe how important the
ring turned out to be though, and it pleased me that Mr. Forman added an antagonist that could pose abig
problem in the future. | have severa questionswhich | will probably ask later on Forman's blog, however |
will have to wait a month or two so most people will have time read the book.

| still don't like how powerful Alex is, it'sreally cool about his dragon form and how much his magic has
come, but it feels like he can do anything and that there is no more walls that can come up against him. |
hope that in the books to come, there will be amajor struggle for Alex to face. However, this book did hit
some of that and he did have his struggles here and there, | really like this one alot better than the last two
(don't get me wronged | love those books as well) because it was fast paced and events were happening all
the time instead of two chapters of traveling on the road.

Very well done, | wish M.L. Forman the best of | luck in his 5th book.




Vanessa says

3.5 stars

The Sands of Nezza was exactly what | was expecting. The writing has been consistently simplistic (but still
carries the good voice throughout). Each chapter is exactly what it saysit will bein thetitle, and eachisa
little like its own mini adventure. And Alex isjust out of training, but even before now he could defeat
anything.

These books are fun for other reasons. For my brother and | we try to guess which fantasy novels heis
pulling tropes from (other than Tolkien). And | actually even enjoyed The Sands of Nezza more than the
others because it was more original than the first three (my brother lovingly describes them as abridged
versions of the Hobbit that are longer). The Adventures Wanted books can be fun, and are an easy read. |
actually look forward to afifth book because | have hopes we will see another more original storyline.




