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What does it mean to be called as a husband, a wife, a parent, a child?

How does the grace of the gospel impact how we carry out these particular callings?

How does God's presence address the struggles that our own family faces?

Gene Veith joins forces with his daughter Mary Moerbe to explore these kinds of questions in light of
Christian vocation and its applications for family life. They show how the Christian faith is lived out
precisely in our ordinary relationships, and how a biblical understanding can equip us to move away from
common confusions and dysfunctions to persevere in love.

Written with sensitivity and wisdom, Family Vocation addresses the perennial problems and joys of family
life and provides a compelling paradigm for creating loving families in the face of cultural pressure.
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Tyrel says

This is a must read! Veith and Moerbe have delivered the standard work on vocation in the family. Readers
will gain a solid understanding of family vocation, and how each office works together in support of the
others. As a pastor, I'm privileged to have the opportunity to give this book to those preparing for marriage. I
would recommend it to anyone who wants to strengthen his understanding of God's design for marriage and
parenthood.

Luke says

An outstanding book and one that will need to be re-read. Applies the doctrine of vocation to family life;
vocations or positions God has called us to so that we can love and serve our neighbor. Our neighbor might
be our spouse, our child, or someone else. It is so enjoyable to see our powerful and solid Lutheran theology
applied to real life with real implications. It would help so many things go so much more smoothly if we
would apply these teachings! Read this book!

Jeremy Lee says

In this book, Veith and Moerbe apply the Lutheran doctrine of vocation to marriage, parenting, and
childhood. They define the doctrine of vocation as "God calls us to different roles that he asks us to play and
in which he is active...[it] has to do, above all, with the way God works through human beings." They also
make clear that vocation is more than simply our career; it includes whatever role God to which has called
us: brother, father, neighbor, employee, etc. The doctrine of vocation is valuable because it delivers us from
the sacred/secular divide. According to the Lutheran (biblical) view of vocation, all the work that God calls
us to do is sacred, in that, "Christ is loving and serving [our] neighbor through us."

The body of the book expounds each vocation biblically: marriage, parenting, and childhood. It also explores
the roles of husband, wife, father, mother, and child. In addition, the crosses of each vocation are discussed,
that is, "the occasions for Christians to deny themselves and to offer themselves as living sacrifices [for their
neighbor]." Readers will appreciate the authors' biblical expositions of pertinent texts and will benefit from
the emphasis on the gospel and grace. For example, "The doctrine of vocation shifts the burden away from
the individual's work and merit, which always fall short, to the work and merit of God, who accomplishes his
will regardless of the imperfection of his instruments." I highly recommend this book.

Alyssa Bohon says

Excellent book - concise (so many books, even good ones, about family issues are full of anecdotal fillers but



Veith says a great deal with wonderful brevity), distinctly Lutheran (different denominations offer
perspectives that can benefit all of us and this is definitely true in this case) and thoroughly Biblical. The last
chapter provides a valuable overview of the evolution of family forms with their issues throughout history
A.D. and ends with an exhortation to Christians to love and serve their families faithfully, trusting God to
work through their vocations. Very encouraging.

Krystle says

No better book on the topic! I read this for church (lcms) and we all discussed each chapter for Sunday
school. If it wasn't for my pastor I wouldn't have picked it up because I just dont read books as this. Every
week I learned ever so much, I was quite surprised. This is a recommend for everyone, Lutherans or not!
Grand!

Sarah says

Co-authored by my LJ friend leoetiquette.

Michael Plewniak says

outstanding book! Luther's doctrine of vocation and calling applied to marriage, parenting, etc... much
needed teaching for today.

Dakotah Gumm says

Absolutely changed my life. This book helped me understand what it is to be a wife, mother, and Christian. I
can't recommend it enough.

Becky F. says

This book was a good explanation of vocation in relationships. As a Christian, I have thought of many of the
things written in this book before, but it still had good reminders for me in my vocations as wife and mother,
and good thoughts for passing on my values to my children. Having a strong family is difficult as a sinner
and in the society we inhabit, but through forgiveness and remembering to love and serve our neighbors we
can find comfort in the cross of Jesus, that He has redeemed our failings and that He will help us along the
way.

Heidi Goehmann says



A truly good read. Non-fiction tends to take me a while. I like to sit and let the info simmer. This one is
certainly full of thought to simmer. A well- written explanation of the doctrine of Vocation in our lives and
particularly in our homes. It was well designed with sections for husbands, wives, children, extended family,
and an exceptional overview. Lots of great gems that had me underlining and dog earring left and right. I
have used parts of this in presentations on marriage and family. There are a few things that I'd like to
contemplate further and dig deeper into as well- isn't that the definition of a truly great read?

Cindy says

I purchased this book because I erroneously thought it was about families serving together, having a shared
missoin in loving and serving the lost. Instead, I found a book based on Martin Luther's writings concerning
vocation. For me, thinking of marriage, being a wife, and becoming a parent, as vocation was a new concept.
It has transformed the way I view these God-given roles and responsilbilities. If the point of any vocation is
to love and serve yourneighbor, then that first begins with your neigbors in the home - your spouse and
children.

Elizabeth Ahlman says

Mary J. Moerbe and Gene Edward Veith speak clearly, compassionately, and intelligently to the vocations
we have within the family. Reading this has given me comfort, clarity, and help in dealing with my own sins,
struggles and desires within my vocations of wife and mother. I am so thankful to them for this work, and I
would highly highly recommend it to all husbands, wives, mothers, fathers, grandparents, etc.

Kristin says

My husband and I read this book for our small group over the last several months and we loved it. Veith is
brilliant and gently guides & equips his readers through their vocations.
"If Christians can live our their faith in love and service to their spouses, children and parents, then the
institutions of marriage, parenthood and the family itself will be transfigured. Restored Christian families
could become a catalyst for the restoration of families throughout the culture." ~ Veith

Heather says

For now I'll just link to my review elsewhere: http://www.sisterdaughtermotherwife.c...

Jen says

Even if you don't agree that the idea of family is one that is falling apart in our culture today, most of us are
able to identify some aspect of our own family that is less than perfect. Many books out there will offer you a



bunch of steps to take to fix the problems, or (if they are from the Christian bookstore) rules to follow. This
book is different. Veith and Moerbe, a father/daughter team, look at the Biblical definition of family and the
doctrine of vocation. Instead of prescribing a specific style of parenting, or a specific way of communicating
with your spouse, they describe the relationships as they are echoes of Christ, and give general guidance as
to how we can fulfill our vocation in those relationships by loving and serving our neighbors. Time is taken
to explore the family in a historical context as well as some of the more pressing issues of the current day.

Instead of feeling like a judged mom with a few new tricks in her belt, this book has left me feeling restored.
I am refreshed in my vocation as wife and mother, with the assurance that God has given me these roles and
will sustain me in filling them. As His forgiveness covers the mistakes I will make, He will also protect my
daughter (I am probably not screwing her up as much as I sometimes feel like I am.)

This book is well worth reading, not just for married couples or parents (though it will probably become our
go-to wedding/baby shower gift), but for all of us, as we are all members of some family, however
dysfunctional it may be.


