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1792. As a teacher at her parents' Academy for Young Ladies in the heart of London, Madeleine Moreau has
lived her life sheltered from the outside world. But on the night of a dazzling Masquerade, tragedy strikes
and she is left alone in the world. Desperate to find the family she never knew, Madeleine impulsively
travels to France in search of them. But with war around the corner, and fearing for Madeleine's safety, the
enigmatic Comte Etienne d'Aubery offers her shelter at his home, Chateau Mirabelle.

Chateau Mirabelle enchants Madeleine with its startling beauty, but it is a place of dark and haunting secrets.
As the Revolution gathers momentum and the passions of the populace are enflamed, Madeleine must take
control of her own destiny and unravel events of the past in order to secure a chance at future happiness.

The Chateau on the Lake is a breath-taking historical novel set during the time of the French Revolution;
rich, evocative and immersive. If you love Philippa Gregory and Joanne Harris, you will adore Charlotte
Betts.
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From Reader Review The Chateau on the Lake for online ebook

Gemma says

A fantastic book that really picked up steam as you went along, until you were hurtling towards the
inevitable conclusion. The book packs a good few twists that i didn't see coming, especially surrounding the
lead male character in the book.

Though the book is absent from any really steamy sex scenes, the sexual chemistry between the two leads is
thick in the air. The author manages to convey more in a few looks or choice phrases that you can really tell
that they are into each other.

This is my first book by the author, but it will not be the last.

Rebecca says

Originally posted on http://beccasbooooks.blogspot.co.uk/

Since reading The Apothecary's Daughter by Charlotte Betts back in 2013, I have been incredibly looking
forward to delving into yet another stunning story by the author. If you fancy it, you can read my review of
The Apothecary's Daughter here! The author has released a couple more books since then, but with my to-
read pile continuously mounting, I just haven't been able to find the time! So, as you can imagine, I was
absolutely over the moon when I heard from Clara Diaz (Little, Brown UK) when she got in touch in regards
to Charlotte Betts' latest novel The Chateau on the Lake. It took me no more than a second to squeal an
excited 'YES!' as I tapped out my reply, I didn't even need to think about it. When I'd read The Apothecary's
Daughter, about two years ago, Charlotte's incredibly striking, evocative language completely whisked me
away to a time long before my own, and I've remembered the sheer power of her words ever since, which
was why I couldn't wait to begin reading The Chateau on the Lake. I just knew that I was in for a complete
treat!

Within The Chateau on the Lake, the reader follows Madeleine Moreau from tragedy, through discovery, to
chaos. Beginning in London, working alongside her parents in a three-storey townhouse which also homes
her father's Academy for Young Ladies, and then following Madeleine's journey to France to find her only
remaining family, this truly was a sensational step back in time, with all of the lush, exquisite lashings of
Charlotte's fantastic descriptions that I can only associate with this author, and this author alone. I felt, once
I'd finished reading The Chateau on the Lake, that I'd lived a separate life from my own. From heartache to
the heart-fix, I couldn't get enough of Madeleine Moreau's story, and I was hooked the entire way through,
which is something that I've found whilst reading Charlotte's work previously.

The one thing that never, ever fails to capture my attention when stepping into one of Charlotte's impeccably
created settings is that the author seriously goes to town when bringing her characters' surroundings to life. It
is divine. From the delicate clothing to the lavish furnishings of the homes of the time, reading a book by
Charlotte is like studying history. In The Chateau on the Lake, Madeleine Moreau's story begins during the
beginning of the French Revolution, and my oh my, was it incredible to feel as though I was living through
the past just by reading the pages of this book. Charlotte ensured that everything was included when she
began to bring forward the backdrop of the story. When in London, I could see clearly the horse-drawn carts



and the giggling girls of the Academy for Young Ladies. When in France at residing at the Chateau
Mirabelle, I could picture those stunning gardens shrouded with the early morning frost and gorgeous
interior of the grand home. Charlotte couldn't fail at this even if she wanted to. I'm sure I've said this in one
of previous reviews of Charlotte's books, but whenever I read this author's writing, I just have this image in
my mind of Charlotte stroking a paintbrush and having this delicate yet powerful descriptions sweeping
across the page. She is not only an author, but a talented artist of words.

Madeleine Moreau was the heroine in Charlotte's latest novel, and I warmed to her immediately. Right from
the very beginning, I could just sense this fieriness to her that was bubbling beneath the surface, but not only
that, she was genuine, loyal and kind. Throughout the book, Madeleine goes through a hell of a lot of
heartbreak, and at certain points within the novel, I actually couldn't believe that things were still going so
terribly wrong for her. As the story progressed, the setting of France became chaotic and dangerous, only
adding to this build-up of a tense, foreboding atmosphere that kept me hooked right the way through to the
end. It was obvious that something truly horrific was going to take place, and Charlotte definitely provided
on that front. My respect for Madeleine just continued to build and build. I just had no idea of how she'd
managed to make it as far as she had. Of course, whenever there's a heroine, there's a dark, dashing hero, and
in The Chateau on the Lake, this dark, dashing hero came in the form of Comte Etienne d'Aubrey. I adored
how these two leading characters in this book clashed slightly at the beginning, but as the plot began to
develop around them, the relationship seemed to follow suit, and it took my breath away repeatedly
whenever they came into close contact with each other. Charlotte provided me with such incredibly detail, it
was impossible not to see the story playing out like a HD movie in my mind. Every touch, every look. I
caught it all, and it was absolutely brilliant. Well, I really didn't expect anything less from this author, and by
the time I finished reading it, I couldn't believe what one hell of a journey Madeleine Moreau had been on. It
was pulse-raising, nail-biting, and absolutely, one hundred percent, devastating. There were a whole cluster
of secondary characters who did their part in making this story seem more real than ever. Some who I
enjoyed the presence of. Others? Not so much. But in the end, whether I like them or not really didn't matter.
Reading The Chateau on the Lake made me feel like I'd experience such an important time in history for
myself. I will never ever tire of Charlotte's writing. I've always been huge fan of history, even way back in
school, but reading Charlotte's writing is so much better than any of the lessons I remember having taken, so
much more vivid and real, too.

Becca's Books is awarding The Chateau on the Lake by Charlotte Betts with FIVE YUMMY CUPCAKES!
If I could have a shelf full of any author's work, then I think I'd choose Charlotte. I hope to catch up with her
previous novels that I've missed later on this year, because reading The Chateau on the Lake has just
reminded me of how much I absolutely bloody adore them! Charlotte, bring on the next novel! *no pressure*

Agi says

I love historical fiction, it's not a secret, especially when it's written like "The Chateau on the Lake". It was
my first book by Charlotte Betts and I really have no idea how come this author has slipped my attention but
after reading this book I am absolutely going to get better, and her previous novels are already on my wish -
list.

The story begins in London, where, together with her parents, Madeleine is working at Academy for Young
Ladies, teaching the girls, a school that was established by her father. After a tragedy when she lost both of
her parents, she and her best friend Sophie, who finds herself in a very uncomfortable condition, both young



women leave London and travel to France, where Madeleine is hoping to find her only remaining family -
uncle and grandmother, whom she's never seen before and heard very little about, because her father didn't
want to talk about them - why? Why did her father left France and did everything within his power to isolate
himself, his wife and daughter from his family?
Monsieur D'Aubery is accompanying Madeleine and Sophie on the way and, as the political situation in
France changes, the tempers changes and foreigners and the higher classes are not safe in France anymore,
all three travel to Etienne's family Chateau to stay there as long as necessary.

To be honest, I found the first few pages of the book very hard to get through, and the story started slowly
for me, but it very quickly gained speed and, after getting used to the writing style, the book has made an
effortless and incredibly gripping read. I immediately fell for Madeleine and my heart went out to her, and it
made me astonishingly sad to see how many tragedies and unfairness fell on this young girl, and yet she
always found enough strength in her to hold her head high, find a solution and go forward.

I've warmed to Madeleine immediately. She might have seem to be a little upright and tense through the first
few pages of the book but then she spread her wings and showed us her true face, which I absolutely adored.
She was fierce, she was clever, sharp - minded and - tongued and she wasn't a little madam, fainting all the
time and spoiled, oh no, she knew what she wanted and she went for this. She was a loyal and faithful friend
and I would say that she never lost her hope - even though the author has thrown many obstacles under her
feet and made her life more than complicated. When you though that nothing worse can happen to
Madeleine, then you turned the page and well, here it was, the next thing going so wrong for her. She was
way ahead of her times - not only was she educated but she was also thinking hard person.

This time our Madeleine has not one, but two, handsome heroes to her. The first one is the owner of the
Chateau Mirabelle, Comte Etienne D'Aubrey - at the beginning a very mysterious person, with a dark past
and I was not absolutely sure if I could trust him or not, but slowly, as the plot developed and the tension
grew, I was falling in love with him, with him being so honourable and fair and well, even sooner than his
story was explained, that was it for me, I was officially swooning and I wanted to nurse him by myself. I
absolutely adored how they teamed up with Madeleine, they were the couple made in heaven and the small
problems and clashing at the beginning just peppered the story a little.

Jean Luc Viard, Etienne's best friend, his estate manager, and there was so much more to him than meet the
eye, but again, the author has so incredibly well described his character, made him three - dimensional and
complex and my opinion about him was constantly changing, even though I had my own suspicions. Those
solidified at the end of the book but never, ever in a million year have I expected this what happened to Jean
Luc. He could for sure manipulate people and their minds, but on the other hand he had this other side to
him, he was gallant and adorable. Nevertheless, I personally was thinking all the time when he entered the
scenes that he is there to stir troubles, that he had ulterior motives. I can understand Madeleine's attraction to
him - well, Etienne's situation was not easy, his wife disappeared many years ago and people either thought
she run away with her lover or that Etienne has murdered her, but as her body was never found, Etienne was
not free and couldn't marry again, and so Madeleine, who was a young woman, dreamed of a family of her
own, and even though her gut feeling was telling her there is something not right with Jean Luc, she let him
to adore her.

There was also a great bunch of some background characters, many of them in fact, and all of them, even if
they only entered a scene for a short while, were people with their own lives, felt realistic and all of them
added tons to the story. I might have liked some of them, or mostly disliked, but I enjoyed reading about
them as much as reading about the main characters.



The Chateau on the Lake was a character of its own. The descriptions of it were absolutely realistic and I
could see it as if in a kaleidoscope, and it is incredible how much the house witnessed - it could tell more
than one story! Life there was so different to the rest of the country absorbed in revolution and civil wars,
and here again hats off to the author, who could so vividly describe the differences between countryside and
the capital city, between the lives of people living here and there. But as much as the Chateau could be
perceived by Madeleine and Sophie as a safe place where they could both hide together with their secrets, it
is full of secrets and danger.

This book is also a fabulously interesting lesson of history in a nutshell. It doesn't only regards the
Revolution in a one - sided way but the author gives us different views and options, without judging. She lets
us built up our own opinions about the happenings and people. She also incredibly well captured the
atmosphere of France encompassed by the revolution, no matter if it was in Paris or smaller towns, and the
tempers of the Frenchmen and Frenchwomen. Also, she is a champion in building the tension - it was almost
palpable through the pages and I could bet everything that something truly awful and dangerous is going to
happen - I only haven't expected what! Really, Charlotte Betts has so taken me by surprise...! The whole
book in fact is full of twists and turns and is packed with secrets, but the last part of it is an absolute surprise,
and when I thought there is no way out from some of the situations, Madeleine and Etienne proved me
wrong. When I though that Madeleine has already showed everything and done everything, there came a
situation that she again overdone herself and I couldn't stop but cheer her on and felt my respect for her
growing bigger and bigger.

As I have already mentioned, I haven't read any Charlotte's books before so wasn't sure what to expect. I
needn't have to worry because it was one of the best reads this year. This author has incredible way to bring
all the characters and their surroundings to life. It is not only the heroes in the book that are astonishingly
well and vividly described, but also everything that concerns them - clothes, food, homes. It's all fabulously
colourful and realistic, and I really felt as if I were reading a history book, but written in much, much more
interesting way.

There is a perfect mix of historical facts and fiction, and it's written in such an accessible, easy to follow
way, and I truly didn't want to leave Madeleine and Sophie's worlds for a single second. The author has
brilliantly captured the atmosphere, the terror people felt, and Madeleine witnessing a part of history being
made was written with incredible feeling.

The author in a very realistic way described the realities of Revolution and civil war, and especially the
scenes when beheading the King were described have haunted me for a very long time. Yes, you could say
those were gory details. But then we were quickly back in the idyllic chateau, far away (or so we thought!)
from the plotting, betrayals and spies. At first incredible difference, guillotine, starving peasants and riot
were seen only in the big cities, but now they are also slowly seeping into the countryside and nobody is
safe...

I've already said that the book started a little slowly for me, but when it gained speed, it didn't stop. As soon
as Madeleine and Sophie left London something new happened on almost every page, and there was so much
that I didn't see coming!

This book is a perfect mix of history, romance and drama and I am already making a place on my bookshelf
for Charlotte's previous novels. She has so seamlessly brought together the story of Madeleine, Sophie and
Etienne together with the historical background. The writing style is hooking, realistic and so very vivid and
the story was, in fact, unputdownable. I'd recommend it to all, no matter if you like historical fiction or not,
because it's one helluva novel!



Copy received from publisher in exchange for a review.

Deborah Swift says

I have just finished Charlotte Betts' latest novel, Chateau on the Lake, which is yet another gripping romance
from this award-winning novelist. I first came across Charlotte because she has written several books in one
of my favourite periods - the seventeenth century, but for this novel we are invited to explore the 18th
century and Revolutionary France.

After the death of her parents Madeleine Moreau must travel to France to search for the relatives she has
heard of, but never met. The meeting proves disastrous and she is given shelter at Chateau Mirabelle, a
breathtakingly beautiful castle which is home to the aristocrat Etienne D'Aubery. Of course there is a little
competition for Madeleine's affections, with the handsome Jean Luc, and plenty of dark and sinister secrets
in the Chateau's past.

Charlotte Betts recreates the detail of the period painstakingly, whilst still providing a pacy and satisfying
romance. The sense of the course of the French revolution with all its horrors - the guillotine, the starving
peasants, the mob violence - all these are faithfully depicted, whilst never losing the forward momentum of
the plot. It is a hard thing to do, to juggle romance against such gritty realism, but Charlotte Betts does it
seamlessly.

Catherinehaine Haines says

A good historical novel with plenty of twists and terms. I found the French revelotion as its background
interesting and at times informative about the dangers for the upper classes in this turbulent time.

Lauren Chater says

Great historical fiction! Beautifully realised characters and enough mystery and intrigue to keep you
guessing till the very end...

Venessa says

The opening sentence of Charlotte Betts latest book grabbed my attention, and this only increases with each
chapter: "It is often said that an educated woman is an abomination in the eyes of God".

An historical novel, the reader should be prepared to delve deep into the eighteenth century - beliefs, fashion,
travel, and inequality. This is all astutely obvious when we are taken to Vauxhall Pleasure Gardens for
masquerade and fireworks. However, our author provides us with a journey from London to Paris, and rather
subtly drops us back in time in a way that is comprehensible and enjoyable. Even when the climax of the
story has peaked and there was only the "wrapping up" left to do, I was unable to stop thinking about our



heroine, Madeleine. Having experienced life's rich pathway of ups and downs, our protagonist finally finds a
new home. In this way, the story has many similar points to that of a traditional fairytale. Charlotte Betts has
been able to bring the French Revolution to life with vivid descriptions and dialogue - I could hear the
crowds baying and the estate workers jeering. I could feel the anguish Madeleine experiences in the turret,
and desperation in the diligence to Paris. The reader is presented with sights, sounds and sensations, evoking
the emotions of the era.

Charlotte Betts has managed to dispel the myth that the guillotined aristocrats were powdered and pompous;
that it was a just revolution. Personally, having read lightly around the Revolution last year, it has re-ignited
my appetite for this period in French history. Our lovely author has provided further reading of her resources
for this book.

I have thoroughly enjoyed this book and look forward to her next novel.

Anne Harvey says

Charlotte Betts has the delightful knack of involving the reader in whatever era she is writing about. The
background to this on is the French Revolution. It might be said that enough had been written about the
French Revolution but this one is written from the point of view of a young woman who has never travelled
to France and has only a distant understanding of the politics behind it. When her French-born father and
English parents both die after a tragic accident, Madeleine Moreau decides to travel to France in an attempt
to solve the mystery of her father’s heritage. Accompanying her on this dangerous adventure is her lifelong
friend, Sophie, who is a ‘delicate condition’ following an ill-advised affair. The mysterious Etienne
d’Aubery offers them his protection and the use of the eponymous chateau. As the Revolution gathers
momentum, Madeleine must face the dangers not only from the revolutionaries, but from her so-called
estranged family and a supposed friend before she and Etienne can find happiness together. The character of
Madeleine is beautifully drawn and you really feel you get to know her in the pages of this lovely book.

Suze Lavender says

It's 1972 and Madeleine's parents own a school in London. It's a school for girls and Madeleine is a teacher
there. Her father is French and her mother English which means she's fluent in two languages. They've
always been a happy family, but then something awful happens and Madeleine loses both of her parents.
Because her best friend Sophie is in a difficult situation they decide to go to France. Together with the
French comte Etienne d'Aubery they're traveling to Paris where he has a house. It's the time of the French
revolution and it isn't safe in the big city. Etienne offers to stay with Madeleine and Sophie to make sure
they're all right, so they continue their journey and arrive at his countryside chateau, Château Mirabelle.

Madeleine and Sophie are staying in a beautiful cottage near the chateau and they're enjoying their time in
France. They can't tell anyone they're English, so they have to keep their identity a secret. Etienne has a
handsome assistant, Jean-Luc, and they're best friends, but even he can't know who Madeleine and Sophie
really are. Both men want Madeleine's attention, but there's only one of them she really likes... The
revolution also reaches the village and France is in turmoil. The country is at war and a lot of young men are
recruited to fight. Being nobility is dangerous. Will the castle still be a safe place to stay?



The Chateau on the Lake is a beautiful story about a woman who goes to France in a very dangerous time.
Madeleine wants to know more about her ancestors and she can't wait to find some information or to even
meet them. Fortunately Etienne is there to help her and Sophie. They don't have to travel by themselves.
Etienne is brooding and dark, but he also has a kind side. He has a difficult past and is not very
approachable. That made him such an interesting main character. I was intrigued by all the characters in this
book and I really liked Madeleine, I think she's a wonderful heroine.

I love reading books about France and think Charlotte Betts has written a story that is both interesting and
gripping. There are a lot of thrilling scenes because of the dangers of the revolution. The story kept me on
the edge of my seat most of the time. I could really feel the unrest and the fear, which was in complete
contrast with the tranquility of the amazing surroundings. I enjoyed the descriptions of the chateau and the
French countryside. The story is also quite romantic and I loved the clever plot. If you like historical fiction
this is a book you don't want to miss.

Magdalena aka A Bookaholic Swede says

The year is 1792 and young Madeleine Moreau travelers to France after a tragedy to find out more about
her father's family. She is not alone, she travelers with her friend Sophie who for her own personal reasons
need to go away from her family. Also, with them is Comte Etienne d'Aubery who offers them to stay with
him in France since the country is in turmoil.

If I have to read a romance book is a historical romance probably my first chose. But that probably quite
logical since I find historical books generally interesting. Especially if the subject is interesting and I have
always found the French Revolution interesting.

The Chateau on the Lake was a pleasant surprise because the story never got too cheesy. I can't stand
romance novels with a cheesy story or with characters that are not believable. But the story in The Chateau
on the Lake was really good, from the beginning to the end and the characters were well done and not flat.

There was a love triangle between Madeline, Etienne and his Jean-Luc, an old friend of Etienne who
works at Chateau Mirabelle. But the love triangle never got really frustrating irritating to read about.
Mostly because Madeleine's feelings for Etieene was hard to miss, at least I thought so.

I liked this historical romance very much, I especially liked that it took place during the French Revolution
which meant that both Madeline and Sophie had to be careful not to reveal that they are English and not
French. That made the story so much more fascinating. Madeleine and Sophie do what they can to blend in
and build up a life and at the same time they must be very careful not to reveal themselves to the people
around that doesn't know the truth.

Charlotte Betts has written a wonderful book and I'm looking forward to reading more books by her. It was
really refreshing to read a romance book with a strong female character and an engaging story.

Thank you Piatkus for providing me with a free copy for an honest review!



Daina Valeine says

Interesants v?stures posms un pietiekoši kvalitat?vs st?sts. Vair?k gan uz meiten?m orient?ts, bet reiz?m
pras?s ar? š?du las?mgabalu :)

Emma Crowley says

The Chateau on the Lake is the fourth book from Charlotte Betts. Charlotte is fast becoming one of my
favourite historical fiction authors alongside Lesley Pearse, Kate Furnivall and Lucinda Reilly. This book is
quite lengthy at well over 400 pages but this gave the author great scope to deal with her subject. Too often
historical fiction books can gloss over the facts and concentrate more on their imagined storyline. In this case
the story of Madeleine Moreau and her friend Sophie as they journey into revolutionary France was written
in a superb, spell-bounding way that I was sad to leave these characters behind. In fact I would hope
Madeline may feature in some future books even if an entire story could not be dedicated to her a follow up
novella would be lovely. It is refreshing to see Charlotte select a different period in history to write about. It
is a total change from her previous novels and it keeps the reader and also the author on their toes eager to
discover new and enriching details about such a significant period in history. Here the bloody, torturous days
of the French Revolution are captured perfectly. It is obvious a lot of in-depth research has gone into this
book as all the minute details are covered but slot seamlessly alongside the main storyline.

What an opening line 'It is often said that an educated woman is an abomination in the eyes of God'. This
made me stop and think what kind of female protagonist have we in store for us? I am pleased to say we
have a gutsy, strong, courageous woman in Madeleine Moreau. A woman well ahead of her time thanks to
the education provided by her father. Madeleine's life is thrown into disarray when her father is killed over
an incident Madeleine herself had become part of. Soon after, her heartbroken mother also dies. She is left all
alone in the world and the new owners of the school until recently run by her father are not the most
hospitable. Being a teacher has its advantages she has learned a lot and can put her talents to good use and
the skills she has acquired will become invaluable in the future.

Madeleine's father had had his secrets and a ring Madeleine wears could provide the clues she needs to take
the next step in her life. She decides to travel to France to uncover the past that has been hidden for many
years. Circumstances force her best friend Sophie to accompany Madeleine leaving her young son behind but
Sophie has gotten herself into trouble which if she remains behind could see disastrous consequences. How
brave were the two women to leave London at such a time of change and unrest in the political world?
Travelling into the unknown was extremely dangerous and if they had been thought to be aristocrats upon on
arrival in France surely they would have been killed? Etienne D'Aubrey himself owning a vast estate in the
French countryside is their saviour and at first I thought he was going to be an inconsequential character but
he proved his worth time and time again.

When France declares war on England it is impossible for the women to travel home and so they must face
head on the tensions, dangers and suspicion at every corner. Thankfully Etienne is an honourable man and
offers his home to the two women – Château Mirabelle. The descriptions of the château and its lake side
setting where rich, deep, colourful and evocative and in total contrast to the death and destruction ongoing in
the major French cities. This is one thing I liked about this book - the differences between countrywide
events and what was going on at the chateau. The chateau at first provided peace and relaxation for
Madeleine and Sophie and the book needed these down times. If it had been filled of war and gory



descriptions I would have been put off reading. It allowed for Madeleine and Etienne to learn more about
each other even though his wife had disappeared in mysterious circumstances years ago so he was not free to
marry. We see Madeleine's feelings develop as she does her best to help Sophie through her predicament but
at the same time wanting to forge a new life and new relationship. Madeleine was a woman who challenged
herself – setting up a school for the children of the estate workers and doing her best to integrate into French
life. She wanted to do the right thing she knew Etienne was not in a position for a romance so she becomes
friendly with estate manager Jean Luc Viard. I never felt this was real and he was sneaky and snarmy and
always acted as if he had ulterior motives. I'll go as far to say I hated him and was always suspicious of him
and knew he was not the man for Madeleine.

The book never really slowed down in pace from the time the two women left London and I loved that but
towards the end things took on a whole new level and all the action was like something from a film. A race
against time to solve problems and obstacles that all added brilliantly to the tension and overall storyline.
There was plenty that I did not see coming and at times I found myself shouting out urging the characters on
right until the very last word. I'm glad the entire storyline didn't feature Madeleine’s search for her lost
relatives because that has all been done before. In this case it was dealt with well and they came to
prominence at the right time. The later half of the book really allowed Etienne to come to the fore. At first he
seemed aloof and distant and presented himself as cold and arrogant but it was really a front as I suppose he
did not want to get hurt again after experiencing so much pain in the past. By the end I really wanted a man
like Etienne in my life.Charlotte has created one gorgeous, winning and handsome lead man that often
historical fiction novels can lack.

We've all learned about the French Revolution in history lessons but Charlotte Betts' writing is a triumph that
brings this momentous time to life in a vivid realistic way. If an author can make you feel through reading
their work that you are right there in a place where you have never been before then they have done their job
well. Charlotte Betts has achieved all this and more, this is a truly epic story that balances the gore of the
revolution with a thrilling storyline without ever loosing pace or drive. The added dash of romance helps too
and Etienne is a man who will make every woman swoon. Highly recommended for lovers of historical
fiction and for those who want to dip their toe into something new. Keep them coming Charlotte Betts I am
hungry for more of your fantastic work.

Megan Readinginthesunshine says

Having read and loved Charlotte’s previous novels, I was very excited to read The Chateau On The Lake.

1792. As a teacher at her parents’ Academy for Young Ladies in the heart of London, Madeleine Moreau has
lived her life sheltered from the outside world. But on the night of a dazzling Masquerade, tragedy strikes
and she is left alone in the world. Desperate to find the family she never knew, Madeleine impulsively
travels to France in search of them. But with war around the corner, and fearing for Madeleine’s safety, the
enigmatic Comte Etienne d’Aubery offers her protection at his home, Chateau Mirabelle. Chateau Mirabelle
enchants Madeleine with its startling beauty, but it is a place of dark and haunting secrets. As the Revolution
gathers momentum and the passions of the populace are enflamed, Madeleine must take control of her own
destiny and unravel events of the past in order to secure a chance of future happiness.

I thoroughly enjoyed The Chateau On The Lake. With reading Charlotte’s previous novels I fell in love with
her words and the way she writes, and with this novel it was like falling in love all over again. Charlotte
writes with such emotion, such passion and puts such life into her words that it is impossible not to be



completely swept up in her words and lost in the story.

Charlotte brings her stories to life and while I was reading it felt as though I had been transported there and
was watching every scene unfold in front of me. Set in 1792, I knew bits about The French Revolution and
what things were like at the time, but reading about it in The Chateau On The Lake really brought everything
to life for me, the atmosphere at the time as well as the effects it had on everyone. I was gripped to the pages
and was especially hooked to Madeleine and her journey….I didn’t put the book down as I was so desperate
to find out what would happen to Madeleine and where the story would take her. The descriptions were
excellent, everything was so richly described and vivid and I could see every scene happening in front of me.
Charlotte’s focus on detail is something that makes her stories so captivating to read because everything just
leaps from the pages into life.

I LOVED the romance in the novel…did I mention that Charlotte KNOWS how to write a fantastic
romance? I really enjoyed these parts and constantly looked forward to more! As well as Madeleine and
Etienne d’Aubery, there are a fascinating mix of characters to get to know. The Chateau On The Lake takes
you on a captivating and emotional journey with Madeleine, and it is a stunning story that has stayed with
me long after finishing the last page.

Lyndsey O'Halloran says

One of the best things about being a blogger and getting emails about books is discovering an author you
may not have read before. I'm not sure I would have picked up The Chateau on the Lake if it hadn't been for
an email or a press release but I'm so glad I know about it and Charlotte Betts now.

The Chateau on the Lake is set in 1792 when the French Revolution was just beginning. Madeleine Moreau
is a teacher in a school for girls which was not the norm for a woman of her age during the time. Women
were supposed to get married to someone suitable and start a family, not teach. But, Madeleine loves her job
and small family and wouldn't have things any other way. After the death of her parents, Madeleine takes a
risk and goes to France to seek out the family she never knew she had. It's dangerous but Comte Etienne
d'Aubery agrees to escort her and even give her a place to stay at his home, Chateau Mirabelle.

As the book beings in London there is a very strong contrast when the story moves through France. The
Chateau on the Lake is spent mostly in the French countryside but we also get to see glimpses of Paris during
the Revolution. Charlotte Betts' descriptions of both the setting and the atmosphere are vivid and the detail is
amazing. One particular scene of a beheading sticks out in my mind. Betts captures the feelings that a
woman of the time would have experienced by seeing this perfectly and also how the crowd reacted.

In regards to the plot, The Chateau on the Lake is both a romance, mystery and historical novel all in one.
Betts makes sure there is something for everyone in this book and it's also what made me not able to put it
down. I really enjoyed reading about the Revolution and how things changed over time. Chateau Mirabelle
and the people surrounding it were so interesting and there was a whole host of interesting characters to get
to know. Then there were the secrets. Oh how I loved the mystery in this book. It was woven in to the rest of
the plot so well.

I loved Madeleine as a protagonist. She was such a strong character with an exceptionally strong voice. She's
never afraid to voice her opinions and she always went for what she wanted. Madeleine stood out next other
ladies around her because she wasn't like them. She wasn't only interested in finding a husband but instead



wanted a life for herself first. What I liked the most about Madeleine was how brave she was. In a time when
war was looming, she travelled to France and it could have been extremely dangerous for her.

I am so glad I took a chance on a new author and The Chateau on the Lake. I couldn't put it down; I had to
take it to work with me because I didn't want to wait until I got home to carry on reading. Charlotte Betts is
an author I'll be looking out for in the future.

Priscilla says

The Chateau On The Lake takes place at a beautiful setting. It’s so beautiful that it makes me want to tackle
my travel bucket list and pull a Dora the Explorer. So why the two-star rating then? The historical fiction
novel is dreamy and richly atmospheric, but it lacks conviction.

Full review: Priscilla and her Books


