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A new heroinetowin readers hearts, joining theranks of Lydia Grace Finch and Elizabeth Brown

Sunday
Dear Diary

The luckiest girl on this good earth iswriting to you tonight -- my birthday -- made perfect a few minutes ago
by the present of a lace handkerchief. Mother had even hidden a tiny cake in her suitcase! 1've never been
higher than Aunt Clara's porch, or farther than Yooder's General Store, but this week my dreamis coming
true. I'mfinally in a big city! And more, I've escaped the farm and chores! After spending the morning
quietly in our room, Mother, her friend Maggie, and | went to the top of one of the tallest buildingsin the
world. How can | ever thank Aunt Clara for giving me her place on thistrip? Well, I'm sure to find a gift for
her by the end of the week. But for now, perhaps I'll dream of Aunt Clara and home.

Until tomorrow,
my silent friend,
good night.
Hannah

Beginning in the dark hours of morning, an Amish girl, along with two adult companions, sets off for the big
city for the first time. The reader receives nightly reports through young Hannah's diary, in which, with
tireless awe, she relates the significant events of the day. Each experience is decidedly new to Hannah -- a
trip to the top of a skyscraper, avisit to the aquarium -- yet in each she finds some universal element that
reminds her of home. Though she loves the city, atrip to the art museum on the final day of her visit clinches
Hannah's longing for family and familiarity; fortunately, the busis ready to take her back to the place she
loves most.

Sarah Stewart's text has the authentic ring of a smart girl's private thoughts, and David Small's pictures are
magnificent.
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From Reader Review The Journey for online ebook

Luisa Knight says

An Amish girl journeys to the big city and writes about her experiencein adiary.
Ages. 6-9

**|_ike my reviews? | also have hundreds of detailed reports that | offer too. These reports give a complete
break-down of everything in the book, so you'll know just how cleanitisor isn't. | aso have Clean Guides
(downl oadable PDFs) which enable you to clean up your book before reading it! Visit my website: The Book
Radar.

Kathryn says

Thisisastory written from the point of view of Hannah, an Amish girl who leaves her home in the country
to visit her aunt's home in Chicago. She writes about the wonderful sights she sees, and also the different
fashion everywhere. But All of this makes her realize how much she misses her home.

Thiswas agood little book. It was good to see ayoung girl writing in ajournal. | would read thisto my
students to encourage journaling, and traveling. | liked how it was written from the young girl's point of
view, indiary style.

Mar cia says

The Journey is about the anticipation and excitement of traveling to another place. Once we journey to that
other place, we can’'t wait for the journey back home. While we travel, we miss home, our friends, our
family, and everything that is familiar. The story also tells how gifts from our hearts mean more than
material items. | most enjoyed the illustrator’ s depiction of the scenes of Chicago contrasted with those of
the Amish community. The illustrations show the hustle and bustle of abig, crowded city such as Chicago.
These are followed by illustrations that show the serenity and simple life of the Amish culture. Theillustrator
uses soft watercolor washes to draw visions of lifein Chicago versus life in an Amish community. The
pictures are an integral part of the text. On one set of facing pages is Hannah's diary entry set against a scene
from Chicago. The following facing pages have no diary entry only avision of Hannah’s connection to
home. The content of the story is an excellent selection for having conversations with children that compare
and contrast the life style of people in urban and rural communities.

Cheryl says

If I hadn't loved other books by Stewart | never would have chosen this. The cover looks sad, like an
evacuation of arefugee or something. But no...! It's ajoyful exploration of the differences, and similarities,
between the Simple life and the Big City. And of ayoung girl's heart as she learns how she feels about both.



Briana Deleon says

This diary-style book records the memorable events of ayoung Amish girl's trip to Chicago. Hannah is awe-
struck when she witnesses the hustle and bustle of the big city. Although sheis surrounded by incredibly new
sights, sheis till reminded of her hometown. Kids can relate to a book that is written in the form of adiary--
the daily entries can make Hannah's story realistic. The illustrations compliment the text fantastically--this
can also make it agood read-aloud. This account of an Amish girl in anew, unfamiliar world can help
convey to children that there are different people with different upbringings in this world.

Angela says

Thisisabook about Hannah,an Amish girl, traveled to Chicago for the first time. She recorded her
experiencesin the big city in the diary form. Each day, thereis adiary entry accompanied by an illustration
of the experience. On the next page, there will be a matching illustration of the same experience but back in
the Amish community. The story and the illustrations work together wonderfully.

Eva L eger says

Thisis more deserving of an award or medal than Umbrella which we read around the sametime. | liked this
more than Juliathough. :( This story just couldn't hole her interest and it was obvious she was trying. | think
the diary format was the obstacle for her, which | happen to like very much in certain instances. But Julia,
being 6 years old, hasn't ever had adiary so knows very little and has had no experience getting used to it. |
may try to read this again with her in ayear or two.

There's adefinite "old" feel to each entry because of the sheltered life the main character, Hannah, has led.
Stewart nailed the entire feel of it.

Small'sillustrations are gorgeous - especially the full two page spreads. | lingered on each, taking everything
in.

I'd recommend The Journey in a heartbeat and 1'd love to find another like it. (If not to try with Julia, maybe
for myself.) :)

Simone says

The Journey by Sarah Stewart
Publisher and Date: Farrar Straus Giroux, 2001
Grade 2-3

Summary: Hannah an Amish girl leaves the country side to visit her aunt in abig city. The story iswritten as
diary entries. Each day, Hannah writes an entry in her diary about her new experiences buying groceriesin a

store and boat rides along skyscrapers.

Response: | thought this was a culturally generic book but has some good moments for students to make



connections. Thiswould be a good story to read to students when comparing and contrasting rural and urban
life. Although thereis not alot of vocabulary used in this story, students can easily identify similarities and
differences about living on afarm and in the city throughout Hannah's diary entries.

Daniel says

| didn't even realize that thisjourney to the city was such a big deal (because most of ustake it for granted)
until | was told that this was a story about an Amish girl. | loved how this story was told as diary entries from
the girl, who refers to the reader as her "silent friend". | also loved how the artist compared the city they were
in to the girl's Amish community, it was the classic "city and country" approach. | would love to have kids
compare their home to some place they have always wanted to visit (the jungle, the moon, the beach, that
amusement park their friend is aways talking about). What would/do they like about each place? What could
be better about them? Who would they take with them and who would they leave behind? | probably would
have liked the story more if | got some perspectives from others in her community who disapprove of lifein
the city. Oh well, life'sajourney.

M atthew says

Another cool book by Sarah Stewart. This one is about an Amish or Mennonite family that goes to the city
for the main character's birthday. She is completely enthralled by the entire experience. This book could be
read in conjunction with alesson on naticing. That's al that the girl does on every page. She writesin a
personal journal about the things she finds and connects them to thingsin her own life. Very well presented.
Similar to a couple other Stewart stories in the way that they were presented.

Paige Valensky says

| absolutely loved how the author touched at diversity. The main character, Hannah is Amish and is visiting
Chicago, which is of course like nothing she's ever experienced before. Each night, she writesin her journal
about the day. It puts the reader in the perspective of being an Amish child. | think many of us tend to look at
Amish people like they're crazy for living that lifestyle. Hannah, however, is so happy to be a part of that
culture and wonders why people need so many things. However, she does appreciate some thingsin the city,
like how colorful people and their clothing choices are. She's very amazed by that. Each experiencein
Chicago is compared to something that she experiences daily at home. | think by comparing and contrasting
the two environments, she in no way feels that she hasit rough in the Amish community.

Thisisagreat book to open up students eyes and really have them thinking before they judge another
culture.

(NS) Panagiota Angelos says

The Journey is astory about ayoung Amish girl named Hannah who takes her first trip away from home to
visit Chicago. | was drawn to this book because | briefly lived in Philadelphiawhere | often saw Amish
people in and around the city limits. | remember being unable to stop staring at them because | was curious



about their clothing, mannerisms and way of life. This book iswritten entirely in diary entries, which
describe Hannah's experiences. Hannah, her mother, and her mother’ s friend experience many exciting
activities in the city including going shopping, taking a boat ride, and visiting the aquarium and art museum.
In her journal entries, Hannah compares her experiences in Chicago with her home life. For example when
Hannah visits the aguarium she writes, “ There was glass between the fish and me, but at home there always
seems to be the whole lake between the fish and me when I'm trying to catch one for dinner!” This book
would be perfect to use in the classroom to show how Hannah is able to make comparisons and make
connections. A truly delightful book with wonderful illustrations to complement the text!

Tara Crump says

Asaseries of journal entries Hannah, an Amish girl, documents her experiences during atrip to Chicago. |
particularly liked the layout of the book; one page includes the journal entry and her current adventurein
Chicago and the following page is a reflective comparison of her Amish life told exclusively with images. |
think this book could be used as an introduction into studies about religious subculturesin the U.S.

Nancy says

Published: 2001, Farrar Straus Giroux

Age: 6-10

Thisisastory of Hannah, an Amish girl who visits Chicago. It is her first time away from her home on an
Amish farm. She writes about her feelings of the sights and sounds of the city to her “silent friend” in her
diary. Once in awhile she does something sheis proud of herself for, but she remembers that pride is one of
the seven deadly sins. However, she feels safe writing about it in her diary to her silent friend. Sheis excited
and mesmerized by the skyscrapers, cars, buses, and people and she compares them to her then when you
turn the page he contrasts it with a scene of her home on the Amish farm with no text. Through Small’s
panoramic details of the big city vs. the tranquil lifestyle of the rural Amish farm,the reader feels Hannah's
excitement but understands her missing her home and family.

Elaine says

Thisis asweet book about an Amish girl named Hannah that goes to Chicago for the first time with her
mother and her mother's friend. The story istold through diary entries that Hannah writes telling about her
day's experience in Chicago. One of thethings | love is how the pages alternate between double spreads of
Hannah in the city and a similar event that happened back in her small Amish town. When they arein
Chicago, the three females have black caps on, but when they are shown back in their hometown, the caps
are white. The illustrations are wonderful. Overall, areally great book.

Jo Oehrlein says

A visit to the city by an Amish farm girl. She contrasts what she sees with what she knows at home, while



narrating thingsin her diary. Explains how you can enjoy yourself and be homesick at the same time.

Linda says

This particular book by Stewart is about a certain week in ayoung Amish girl's life when sheis given the
privilege of atrip to abig city as abirthday gift from her Aunt Clara. Again, Small's watercolors add such
joy to the story, with amyriad of details that can be found in acity. The girl shares diary entriesto tell the
story. While she loves being there (she writes: "I feel like happiness has rushed up and grabbed me from
behind," the reader also sees that every glorious site in the city reminds her of the particular things at home
too. For example, when she looks over the city from the hotel balcony, the next page of the book shows
another view, the view that she has at home when looking out over the land from a porch. It's a sweet book,
emphasizing the theme of 'home sweet home'.

Patti Richards says

Today I'd like to recommend the writing team of Sarah Stewart and her husband and illustrator, David Small.
These Michigan authors combine their amazing talents to make beautiful and thoughtful picture books. This
particular book, "The Journey," (Farraf Straus Giroux, 2001) tells the story of ayoung Amish girl named
Hannah and her first trip to the big city of Chicago. She writes diary entries about all the amazing things she
sees and how they each remind her of home. The city iswonderful, but for Hannah, it can't replace al the
special things she loves about her simple farm life.

Another one of my favoritesillustrated by David Small and written by Judith St. George, is"So Y ou Want to
Be President?' | love the simple story told by the author, that gives fun information about Presidents
throughout history. Combined with David Small's cartooney illustrations, this book is a great way to explain
the Presidency and what it takes to make it to the White House.

David Small and Sarah Stewart are an amazing team and true Michigan treasures!

Lisa Vegan says

Thisis another superb book by the Stewart-Small picture book writer-illustrator team. | was particularly
touched by this story.

The story is about an Amish girl named Hannah who getsto go on a bustrip for aweek to Chicago, her first
timein abig city. The story istold entirely in diary form.

Each day of the trip has adiary entry by Hannah of what they did in the big city that day, with an
accompanying illustration, and then the next page shows a scene from back home that has some relation to
that day’s activities, with only the picture, no words.

Hannah enjoys all the activities she getsto do in the city, but thinks of positive things about home too, even
during her trip. | absolutely adore the gifts she ends up planning to bring home to her family, and | got akick
out of her surprise that she's missed even her brothers.



| tend to enjoy books about the Amish people and thisis an excellent, and simple, picture book about a
young Amish girl.

Small’ sillustrations are outstanding; | love his artwork! The way this book is constructed is very appealing,
and picture (over text) heavy.

Chelsea says

The Journey, written by Sarah Stewart and illustrated by David Small is aabook about the journey one
young Amish girl named Hannah goes on as she fulfills one of her life'sdreams: to visit alarge city. Told
through a series of diary entries and beautiful, full-page, water color illustrations, readers follow Hannah
from her small community through the bustling streets of Chicago. From shopping to museums and libraries,
Hannah, her mother and mother's friend Maggie explore the city and al the splendor that Hannah has always
dreamed of . But, throughout the week, each specia new thing or place within the city begins to remind
Hannah more and more of her home, and she misses her community deeply.

| enjoyed this book because of it's unique format. | had never read a story picture book that consisted
primarily of journal entries and large illustrations, and this book was captivating and beautiful! | also liked
this book because of the cultural aspects involved; as ayoung, Amish girl, Hannah is an interesting and
engaging protagonist. | would love to use this book in my first or second grade classroom.




