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From Reader Review Things I Would Like To Do With You for
online ebook

Alec says

I absolutely loved this book. It is simply beautiful. Several passages made it into my wedding vows.

Shelli says

We started this book as soon as we got it right around the beginning of 2016, and are still slowly working our
way through it, but please don't mistake the loooooong reading time for displeasure or boredom! Rather, it's
because we feel it to be a valuable, finite resource, and therefore we utilize it judiciously, reading little bits at
a time so we don't run out. There's just this way we have of knowing when it's time to pull out this wise,
warm, vulnerable volume and read it outloud to each other. Remarkably, yet still somehow unsurprisingly, 
Things I Would Like To Do With You  nearly always meets us exactly where we are and tells us just what we
need to hear in that particular moment.

It's just icing on the cake that it's also beautifully printed: a rich red cover embossed in gold, a pleasing
weight, heft, and luxuriousness in the hands, and Waylon's practiced calligraphy and sweet illustrations
scattered throughout. It is a book that will forever live on our bedside bookshelf.

For anyone who has ever been in love, for anyone who's ever wished they were in love, and for anyone who's
ever had their heart broken, this book's gentle prose will touch the very simple, basic, root emotions of
romantic relationships that are common to them – and to us all.

Full disclosure: Author Waylon H. Lewis is a friend of mine, but I paid full price for the book! And of
course, as always, my reviews are completely honest no matter what.

Bess O'Connor says

What a beautifully written book. Romantic, erotic and extremely touching! Reading this book feeds my soul.

Casey says

Lovely. Delicately worded but harsh and real at the same time. Everything I needed to read.

Giulia says

At the beginning I thought this book was talking about love, and then I understood: this book IS love. I
enjoyed it slowly, and I will for sure come back to it again!



Lisa says

I so very much wanted to adore this book. I love elephant. I follow the author on social media and had
previewed snippets of the book. Unfortunately it is not really about a romance or relationship. It has a good
chapter early on and then super random insightful observations. Otherwise it comes across as: smug, self
righteous, pretentious, hipstery, elitist and snobby in a vegan environmentalist bicyclist who thinks little of
humanity as a whole.

If that were the end I might have skipped the review. But he also has 'nice guys finish last' syndrome which
alternates with some creepy lack of self awareness about how a relationship (or lack) is progressing or not.
He gets genuinely angry with a potential suitor for moving on to others. His words are nasty and judgmental.
He also reveals that this 'relationship' consisted of maybe 10-12 evenings before it soured. The way it is built
up before that it seems much more significant. He has pretty sexist notions for such a free thinker.

I found myself thinking 'smug' and 'self righteous' and 'selfish' repeatedly. NOT worth the price for the gift
set at all.

Liz says

Beautiful. I've read it through once, and now I think throughout this year I will read small bits of it over
again, as it is the kind of writing that does you well if you let it sit in your head and contemplate it.

Kelly says

A heartwarming and heartbreaking journey through life's most gift: love!

I adored this book, the moments of clarity it offers, the notion that we are all searching for someone to
simply share life with and the fact that yes moments of loneliness are unavoidable opportunities for growth
and healing and joy.

Kailee Eidson says

I was skeptical about reading this book because I am as far from a hopeless romantic as they come. I love
Waylon Lewis though and the things he does for the world so I dove in. I was definitely not disappointed.
Waylon is a hopeless romantic but he's also a realist. He combines longing, independence, hopelessness,
hopefulness, sacrifice, the power of loves (all different types) through different seasons of one's life in a
beautiful way. His desire to make the world better and to encourage others to is heroic. A book that I will
pick up again and again in different seasons of my life.

Endless quotes but the one I haven't been able to let escape from my brain:



"A life of gentle smiles in all weathers"

Julia says

This book just became my yearly Christmas read! Thoroughly enjoyed it from cover to cover while sipping
from my extra-large tea mug and hugging Pinky - this pink, duh!, oversized elephant that keeps me warm
during winter time ... only until He makes his way into my life or till I will know he is He!
It's the story of every love, a dedication to all past loves and future ones, ardent with desire and plans for that
one "last" love. We all dream about that person, about how life together would be like, and feel like, and
smell, and taste... enjoy this fabulous read and fall in love with Love over and over again!

Cynthia says

Man oh man, where to start...

I stumbled upon this author back in June when I was going through a break up. His YouTube videos on
Buddhism and relationships really struck a cord with me and I had an instant "crush". You only need to read
through the comments on his social media to know that his "anti-romance romance" appeals to a lot of
women. I started to share his videos with all my friends, mostly girlfriends. I ordered this book. It cost a
fortune to purchase and although I love the eco-friendliness of it the contents sadly do not live up to the
prohibitive costs. More on that later.

There are some really beautiful lines in this book that I feel are very insightful. Yet, the more I circulated
videos of his to friends, the more I followed Elephant Journal, the more I followed his post on social media,
the more I read of this book, the more I started to feel uncomfortable. I even poked at him in jest a few times
on social media out of a sense of this uncomfortable.

Now, I think uncomfortable is good. It's where you learn. So I started to question, why is this person rubbing
me the wrong way?

Here are things that really stood out to me:

A - The girlfriends whom I circulated his videos to saw right through him. They thought he was full of shit.
These are strong powerful women in egalitarian relationships with a strong sense of self. See, I'm not good
with men: I chase after narcissistic childish man boys, in-love with their sense of freedom and unwillingness
to suffer the compromise necessary to make a life with someone. Waylon, although I think a good person,
seems to think he knows a lot about love for someone in his 40s seemingly unwilling to compromise in any
kind of substantial way. He appeals to women as a man who refuses to compromise for his "ideals" which
includes his eco-warrior approach, yet ultimately he truly seems like a player in disguise as a Buddhist monk.
Yet, I do not think it is sex that he ultimately chases (although he seems to get a lot), I think it is "love" but a
deranged uncompromising love. A love that is all about "his perspective". That is what this book is:
everything from his perspective. There is very little mention of the woman's perspective in this book. The
way he idealizes his lovers and turns them into mythological creatures, yet all the while trying to profess a
mundane every day exchange with them, is a form of objectification. He focuses on "the little things" yet
obviously the little things are truly not as valuable as he pretends given his continuous singleton status.



B - Elephant Journal, owned by Waylon, he is editor-and-chief, is a flipping chick flick! I signed up at first
appreciating the articles on relationships due to the break up I was going through. After about a month
though, I was fucking annoyed that every time I logged onto my Facebook or Instagram I was bombarded
with articles all about relationships. It claims to be this eco-warrior "journal" but the content is like a chick
flick starring a tarot card reader on acid. Really out of control. THEN at one point, he actually lashed out at
the writers of his own journal! Basically accusing them of being full of shit. Is he not editor-and-chief???
Why is he not ensuring the content that he is publishing is in line with his mission statement? It was very
bizarre. Given that most of the writers of his journal are women, he professes to be a kind of feminist, I
found it quite aggressive for self-proclaimed Buddhist. It seems as though he has completely detached
himself from his journal, hiring people who complete his "academy" (I'm not certain he is qualified to be
teaching) to run the show while he rides his bike around walking his cute dog chatting up women.

C - His social media presence has confirmed for me that he has "issues". The final straw for me, as a mother,
was when he published this quote, he publishes quotes by himself almost continuously (if it is his staff doing
that it kind of goes to show how much he needs to be "worshipped" by them), comparing the act of writing
with being a mother. This confirmed for me that he does not "get women" AT ALL. To compare the act of
carrying a child, birthing and caring for a child, very selfless, exhausting, identity shattering act, an act solely
accomplished by women (who by the way do all that and write too!!!), an act completely devalued by society
as akin to writing a self-absorbed novel about all the times you got laid is disgusting. That was the "block
delete" end for any association I will have with Elephant Journal, or Waylon.

The conclusion that I came to was that the reason why this person rubs me the wrong way is that he is very
similar to the narcissist I had just broken up with. A wolf in different sheep clothing, in Buddhist monk
robes! I actually have a lot of compassion for him (it may not seem like it here but I do) because he is
obviously deeply hurt somehow. All narcissists are. Yet, sadly, narcissists are incapable of recognizing that
they are one. This is evident in the way he lashed out as his female writers about all the articles they were
writing on his journal about empaths falling in love with narcissists. He doesn't believe in it because he
himself is one, a narcissistic black hole out of control, churning and churning, requiring so much narcisisstic
supply from empathetic women who fall for his exaggerated faux idealistic claims he has literally made a
career out of it. Sorry Waylon if you are reading this but it's true.

So, if you are considering paying the absorbitant amount of money for this book or paying to join Elephant
Journal you may want to take all of this into consideration. I do not think this person is of the position to
offer any true meaningful insights into the kind of love we all deserve: unconditional, compassionate,
passionate love. A love that requires some form of compromise. A love that is not all about him, his
perspective, his uncompromising ideals, but about her too, her perspective, her needs that yeah, may require
giving up something.

Tricia says

If I could give this book 6-stars, I would!

This book is love. This book is about love.

Mr. Lewis, the editor of the popular web magazine Elephant Journal, began this book by writing an article
for Elephant and when published on the site, met more popularity than anything else he had written. It went
viral in the days when viral was possible for us little people.



So he turned it into a book where he explores a love for a new generation.

 "[...] a love replete with intimacy and trust, a love with room for change and independence, a love without
ownership."

This is a radical love. This is not the kind of love you will find portrayed in most romance novels. It is a
better love, in my opinion, because this love is not looking for redemption, it is looking for authenticity and
it’s willing to wait until we're ready to show up, truly as we are, with our hearts open.

 "This story is not true, but it is not fiction. This story is my heart’s life."

Mr. Lewis has this wonderful style of writing in prose mixed with poetry and quotes.

 "And I must remind you that none of this is serious, it is only daydream, occasionally hot to the touch. If
you are not here, you will only hear a bird’s too-loud cheery morning song.

But one of you may strike a match to light up these dreams and these words may become real. Here are
the scraps of paper: each chapter tells of past relationships until now, so that you will know all of me and
so that I may let go of all and so that we may leap into our unknown futures."

So he writes to you, for you, to the one he is waiting for, for the one he is waiting for.

I volleyed between a wide range of emotions reading this… from pain and sorrow to joy and giddy. It was
one of those magical reads that kept my heart open regardless, that made me want to be vulnerable so I could
embrace the love he wrote of fully, to stay that way long after finishing the read.

It is a book I will read again and again (hence the 6th star) for it opened me up to a love I knew I sought but
wasn't able to articulate. Mr. Lewis gave me the blueprint and I will have to go back to it now and then to
remind myself that this is the love I deserve.

And I stand to give Mr. Lewis an ovation for his high level of consciousness, being in service, and finding
the resources to take "indie" to the full extent.

 "The book you hold in your hands is about the quiet power of Nature and true love. I therefore could not
print with a Big Publisher (they print plastic, toxic, overseas). So we went our own way. Our hard-won
achievements include: printing in the USA (and locally!—22 blocks from my home); keeping the cover
plastic-free; using 30% recycled, 100% chlorine-free, 100% sustainably-managed carbon sucking paper
with veggie-based inks; and offsetting every book and its shipping with a donation to save an orphaned
elephant baby (Sheldrick Trust)."

AND, not using Amazon to distribute the book.

 "[…] Amazon is a book bully: bad for publishers, authors and readers (google “New Yorker: ‘Cheap
Words’”)."

I highly recommend you check this out because we are all worthy of this kind of love.



Katie Phillips says

I was really excited for this book. I had read nothing but good reviews. Maybe it just wasn't the right book
for me. The author does write beautifully, but I feel the book itself was extremely repetitive. Halfway
through I felt like I was reading the same thing over and over again.

Britt says

I feel like I've waited forever for this book to be published when really think about it it was only one year.
But the wait was worth.

I made it a point to only read a chapter a night to let Waylons words,dreams, fantasies and warm fuzzies seep
in. Beautiful play with words along with a beautiful representation of what love for another and for oneself
should represent. I will now refer to this book as my bible regarding all things love.

Ely Cortez says

I loved soooo many parts of this book and endless parts were beautifully written. The only reason I didn’t
give it 5 stars is because it eventually started to feel repetitive. Beautifully worded but very repetitive. The
author also seems to boast and continuously remind the reader he has had many lovers. Parts were Magic but
I felt as a book it lacked a few things. As a blog or article it would have been gold!


