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A standalone novel about one girl's fight for freedom, and one boy's chance to stand out.

The day that Grace turned eighteen, she was finally able to escape. She packed a bag, tiptoed out of her
kitchen door, and ran away from her home, leaving behind a world of hurt. She was chasing the one thing
that she'd dreamed about her whole life... Freedom.

Jackson was a star. He was popular. He was loved. He was the opposite of Grace in every way. He'd never
known what it was like to be different or misunderstood. If he wanted something, he got it. It was that
simple. Until her... It would take more than a slick one-liner to make Grace fall for his charms.

Grace may have only carried one bag when she ran away, but her heart was weighted down with the heavy
baggage of her past. Her secrets would come out eventually, and when they did, it would take an awfully
strong person to help carry her load.

I belong.
I am me.
Don't judge.
Just see.
Let me live.
Don't hold me back.
I'm not fragile.
I won't crack.
Just because,
You think you know.
You've cast me out.
And kept me low.
Please don't hurt me.
Let me be.
For the first time,
I am free...
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From Reader Review I am free for online ebook

Jenna Brooklyn says

Regina always knows how to capture my heart with her words. Grace is such a beautiful character inside and
out. She can move past her rough childhood and be a good person. She has truly learned from her hardships.
Grace and Jackson are two people you will want to get to know. The "goody-two shoes" and the "sports
Jock". A pair you would not think would meld well. Yet, they both learn so much from one another and learn
to be their true selves. I would HIGHLY suggest this book to anyone and everyone.

Nerdy Dirty & Flirty says

Regina Bartley starts Grace's story in a way that had me in tears, that's how you know your are heading into a
great book. When the author has the power to pull you in from the very beginning, you just know you won't
be putting this book down until you have read every page of it. This was my first book of Regina's and I plan
to go get her other books asap and had them to my TBR.

Grace's story starts so sad and heartbreaking, but ends with a strong woman, who has something a lot of
women don't ever have let alone at the age of 18, she loves herself, she loves who she is and even though she
knows she is different from everyone else she has no plan to change who she is to please anyone else. She
dresses different and is very innocent, due to the way she was raised. Her father had very strict rules, she was
not allowed to wear pants or shorts, she could only wear long skirts, and collared shirts, no swimsuits, and
never showing any skin, she had to dress very modestly and didn't have any friends outside of the families
very tight circle of friends, but no real friend she could talk to or hang out with. She was also home schooled
so she wasn't socially mature either. The day she turned 18 she knew that was her chance to get free, and she
did everything she could to be free.

Jackson is the typical popular star athlete, only concerned about his reputation and what people think about
him. That causes some problems though when he meets Grace for the first time, he wants to accept her but
he knows his friends wouldn't, and they would make fun of him as well as her if he acknowledged they knew
each other. They got close but only when not in public, he knew Grace was very innocent and knew that he
couldn't lead her on when he knew he couldn't give her what she wanted in public. Grace had a lot of life to
learn, and she was excited to learn everything she could. To experience the things she didn't have growing
up. Jackson thought he had life figured out, knew how he was supposed to behave and how to keep friends
and keep his popularity. What he didn't realize is how much growth he needed to achieve as well. How much
of the real Jackson he was hiding behind his popularity.

Not only did I fall in love with the main characters but I loved the extra characters in this book, Kennedy
who became Graces first best friend, was also Jackson's older brother. Kennedy is full of spirit and a good
laugh, that helped Grace come out of her shell. Jackson and Kennedy also had another older brother, Tucker,
who is a laugh, but is like a big brother to Grace in the end. I would love to see more books on these
secondary characters, and get more of Jackson and Grace in the mix as well. If you are like me and have not
experienced any of Regina's previous books, you will not regret this purchase, and I think you will fall in
love just as quickly as I did. And if you have read Regina's other work you know you will not be



disappointed in this new book. So GO get your copy today, do not wait any longer and put this at the top of
your TBR list today.

For Our Pleasure Book Blog says

Yet again Regina did NOT disappoint!! Grace is such a beautiful person inside and out. She has been
through so much in her childhood yet she does not let that affect her as a person. She sees the world in such a
beautiful light. She has hope and knows that the whole world is not so bad. She doesn't allow others to
influence her nor make her feel bad about being who she is. Regina captures every emotion in both Grace's
and Jackson's heads. You feel their pain and joy. I can not wait to get my hands on the physical copy.

Melyssa Winchester says

Title: I Am Free
Author: Regina Bartley
Genre: New Adult, Contemporary Romance
Series or Standalone: Standalone
Rating: ★★★★★

Review

After reading 15 Years to Life, I knew beyond a shadow of a doubt that I needed to get my hands on
whatever Regina Bartley put out next. And just like with that book, she did not disappoint.

I think what I enjoy most about her writing is that her characters are beautiful despite not being perfect and
more than that, they’re incredibly real. I know that people use fiction as a means to escape, at least I know
that I do, but when I enter into a book, I’m hoping for that real connection with the characters I’m reading
about. It can be something small and insignificant, but I need to connect and I did that here, multiple times.

Gracie’s life isn’t easy. In fact, it’s brutal. She’s living an existence that I wouldn’t wish on my worst enemy.
So, what does she do? She makes a plan to get out. A plan to start over, but more than that a plan to be free.
Given a place to be by her aunt and saving every bit of the money that had been given to her over the years
on birthday’s etc, she sets out on this plan to be free.

And she succeeds, but not without gaining a few things along the way that deep down I don’t believe she
ever thought she was worthy of having based on the way her own family had treated her over the years and
how their treatment had engrained itself into not only her mind but her heart as well.

Gracie gained a family. A true family. She gained her freedom. Ability to make her own choices and become
the person that I just know deep down she was always meant to become and last, but not least, she gained



Jackson.

She also wasn’t your typical heroine and I think that may have been what I loved most about her apart from
everything else. She honestly didn’t care what people thought of the way she dressed, the simple way she
was. She was just happy to be able to finally be her and from the moment she got out to the moment she was
finally free, I was pretty damn happy that she was able to be her too.

Jackson in a lot of ways could be explained away as typical college playboy. He’s got his basketball, he’s got
access to girls and parties, a good home life and money. He’s even got the typical piece of work girlfriend.
But much like Gracie when we meet her, he doesn’t have what he truly deserves or what he’s actually
worthy of.

Jackson, like Gracie is so much more than what he looks like on paper. So much more than the details and
even though it took quite a bit of time here for him to screw his head on straight on what he did deserve, the
type of guy he really was (the one that Gracie could see easily) and what the right thing to do is, when he did
realize it, it was a beautiful thing to witness.

I enjoyed seeing them both come into their own almost as much as I did watching the two of them fall in
love. It was gradual, not forced on the reader, but spun in such a way that you weren’t driven crazy by the
wait. I would venture to say that the amount of time that it took for them to work through their own things
and get together in the way I wanted them too was masterfully paced and done.

But I can’t review this story without mentioning the parts that aside from the romance really stood out to me.
And there were a lot.

First, Jackson’s family. They weren’t typical at all in terms of the way that people from wealth are depicted.
This was a home where love was more paramount than money and each family member brought their own
unique part to it, but I have to admit that while I did enjoy Kennedy and Jackson’s mother Claire, it was Nick
and Tucker that stood out the most. They made me laugh, they made me cry but more than that, both of them
in certain instances made me feel, just as much if not more at times than Jackson himself did.

Aunt Darcy. What an incredible character. What she did for her niece and continued to do even after she’d
gotten Grace away from the abuse was inspiring and amazing. Every child in the world deserves to have at
least one family member like her, and I enjoyed learning in the end that just like everyone else seemed to end
happily, so did she.

Grace coming into her own was by far the most moving experience for me though, apart from the romance. I
saw this girl start out buried in this shell and the more time that went on, little by little she really did break
free. Making the title of this book perfect for the story within its pages. It was a beautiful thing to witness
and something I am so glad I got to witness.

Regina Bartley, you have outdone yourself with this book, in a million different ways and it was such a
pleasure to experience not only Grace’s story, but Jackson and the rest of the gang’s as well. You wrote one
hell of a set of characters and it’s my hope that somewhere down the line we can see more of them in the
future.

An incredibly moving, emotional and sometimes downright funny and real story and one that I’m so
overjoyed that I took the chance on. It hit every mark, every time. I Am Free is a must read for everyone.



Amy Shelton says

Independent reviewer for Archaeolibrarian I Dig Good Books.

5/5 (Exceptional)

One thing, upon many, that Regina Bartley does well, is write a book that constantly pulls as your heart
strings. She writes a book with a great story line, a great plot, great details and descriptions, and writes dark
stories very well. She writes happy stories incredibly well also and this story features more of a dark story
line but there are happy moments as well.

I would say that this story has a trigger warning though for anyone that has suffered any kind of abuse;
physical, emotional, or verbal. Keep this in mind if you these categories can affect you negatively.

The male lead character is a superficial snob and jerk. He is also very sweet and loving - it just takes a while
for that side to take over him. I started out the story and really didn't care for him but the more I read the
more his character started peeling back layers of my heart.

The female lead character Grace is the type of person so many should take a lesson from. She doesn't care
what anyone thinks and is OK with being different. She is brave considering her circumstances. She is
simple.

I loved this story. I wish I would have read it much, much sooner. It's the type of story you want to read in
one sitting. You won't want to put the story down. It holds your attention and drags you in. If I haven't
stressed enough, it is emotional at times. It's absolutely incredible. I would definitely recommend you to read
this story.

Shelby (Book Lovers Have More Fun) says

5 stars!!!

Grace was raised in a very strict and sheltered household. Her father would become abusive to her whenever
she would disobey him. As soon as she turned eighteen she ran away to stay with her aunt. Her aunt from
then on protected her by keeping her whereabouts a secret from her parents and giving her the love she had
always deserved. On Grace's first day on her new job at a library she meets her future best friend, Kennedy.
Kennedy proves that she's beautiful on the inside and out by accepting Grace for who she is. One day after
work when Kennedy's brother, Jackson, shows up to pick her up that when things really start to happen.
Jackson is a basketball star with a girlfriend. As soon as sees Grace's face he's mesmerized by her innocent
beauty. He then becomes hot and cold to her. He starts to really like her, but he cares about his popularity
and what people think of him more than actually being with her. I actually felt this was very similar to A
Walk to Remember by Nicholas Sparks in those aspects. While Jackson and Grace struggle with their
feelings towards each other, Grace also worries about being found by her dad.



This book was AMAZING!!! I've been a fan of Regina Bartley for awhile now. In fact my favorite that she
wrote has always been Moonshine. I'm thinking that this book has now surpassed it and is now my absolute
favorite of hers. I loved everything about the book, I just wish it didn't have to end. Grace was such an
inspiring character. She went through hell growing up only to not let any of the abuse and restrictions deter
her at all. She knows that she doesn't dress or act like everyone else and she's okay with that. She doesn't let
anyone get her down. She has such a positive outlook on her life that people can look up to her when they
need some encouragement. I really enjoyed the other characters in this book as well such as her aunt and her
best friend Kennedy along with her family. At first I didn't really like her love interest Jackson since he was
kind of an egotistical jock, but he became different when he got to know Grace. She made him be the best
that he could be. Grace left a horrible family only to gain an amazing one that was mostly non-blood related.

This story was told in first person through Grace's and Jackson's POV.

Jae Lu says

Parents who thinks punishing their kids until they're black and blue are heartless human beings. I am with
disciplining kids but not when parents have no regards of how in pain they're kids, body mind and soul.

Kathleen Williams says

Free to love

My first time reading of Regina Bartley's work and I'm very happy that I did, that I'll be definitely be reading
more of her books.
I am free was a beautiful story that makes me wish I could be that free as Grace's character. Definitely a must
read (will need tissues).

Clare Hart says

I was recommended this book by Micalea Smeltzer on a Facebook post of hers I wasn't sure because I
haven't read of your stuff before but love Micalea books so I tried a sample and then finished that and bought
it straight away started reading finished the next morning, even though I had 5 pre-ordrered books sitting on
my kindle thanks to authors supporting each other I found a new authoutr to follow, loved it well done
looking into more of your work xxxxx

Erotic Romance Book Blog with Sandy says

This is the first book I've read by author Regina Bartley and I was given the opportunity to experience her
writing style and creativity with the offer of an ARC for an honest review. For the many who would not
know; I only share extremely high quality books on my FB book blog page as a review. I will be sharing a
review about this book!



She had me from the first sentence and never once lost me! It sucked me in and didn't allow me a minute to
escape back into reality because it is that good! This is not a book for you if all you want is hot sex, look
somewhere else. This is a book of heart, emotional conflict, strong wills, and a female character that is true
to who she and will fight to live her life her way.

This won't be the last book of Regina's I read. I am going to go look and see some of her other books and
pick a new read to enjoy! This is a solid 5 star read! It is an Oh My Goodnes! May I have my breathe back
please book.

Emmi says

What a wonderful touching book – I love everything about „I am free“.
The prologue made my heart hurt so much for Grace and with every page I fell in love with this strong and
amazing girl more and more. She is definitely one of my fav book characters.
I think what I loved the most about her is, that she didn't run away and changed completely, she just added
little things like the red lipstick. She had learned to love who she is and this is just a beautiful message to all
girls.
„I love me, all of me. I love my shoes that have laces and my plain white socks. I love my skirts and my
sweaters. (...)“

I love the friendship between Grace and Kennedy and I love Jackson – yes he struggled but it only made him
more real and when he did finally get his head straight, he was just...awww <3
The writing was great, I really like Regina Bartley's „flow“, her books are always hard to put down and I
loved the dual POV and the epilogue!

I'm so happy that Grace has found such a great family and I wouldn't mind if Kennedy would get her own
book so I'd get to read more about these characters sometime in the future ;)
This emotional story is one of my fav reads 2015 and one I need to add to my little paperback collection.

Lindy Lu Reviews says

All Grace wants is to be free! Free from all the abuse and control she grew up with, so at the first chance of
freedom she jumped. Now she is in the real world no longer sheltered and she has to try to fit in but what if
she doesn't want to?

I love Regina Bartley's books! She does a great job in telling a fabulous story. I loved this one because it was
so sweet and it showed strength how she overcame her horrible situation. Did not like her dad! He was so
terrible, and mean && evil.

I loved Grace! She was such an awesome character strong and courageous. She was different and wasn't
going to change, either you liked her or you didn't. If you didn't she did not care, she just walked with her
head held high. She befriends Kennedy and then meets Kennedy's super hot basketball star brother, Jackson.
But Jackson was so full of himself and even though he was attracted to the beautiful Grace her differences
made him ashamed to be seen with her in public.



I loved Jackson too even though he was hot and cold it showed how he needed to be free too. Even though he
wasn't abused, he was under the bondage of popularity, having to keep up his image just so people don't talk
about him. Being with Grace wasn't an option, he had this image to keep so her nonchalant perspective on
life didn't fit with his hottie persona. Will Jackson stick with the status quo or will he give into his feelings
and go with his heart.

Chelsea says

The story was okay. However, the editing was awful and made it hard to get to the end.

Candice Hayden says

I think it is a really good book...However, there were just some parts that could have been thought over more
about how fast Grace changes, and how she acts towards some despite the abuse she had from her father. I
feel like she would have changed slower and been more scared...but then who knows.

Mary says

What a great read!!!

Regina hit the head with I am free!! Absolutely, felt like I could relate with Grace. She stood up for and
believed in herself. Everyone has probably felt they didn't "fit in" because of looks or the way they dressed
but Grace doesn't care, she's her own person. I loved that she knew who she was and didn't care what others
thought, everyone should be like that. She was comfortable in her skin. She faced her demons and her
family, to be set free!


