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Lionel Young and his sister, Imogen, set out for the picturesque but remote High Valley in Colorado, leaving
their hometown in Devonshire, England behind. Lionel wants to take the share in Geoffrey Templestowe’s
cattle business. Imogen, owing to her prejudices against America and the American way of life, finds it hard
to adjust to life over there.

Clover Templestowe, now happily married and living in the High Valley, at first finds it very trying to get on
with Imogen.
A lot of events ensure in the course of which we meet again with Rose Red, get news from Cousin Helen and
of course meet Katy again…
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From Reader Review In the High Valley for online ebook

Meredith Galman says

Stiff English girl comes to Colorado, is won over by the wonderfulness of the Carr sisters. Notable for the
hint of homoeroticism when Imogen presses her gratitude on Clover, leaving Clover to exclaim that it's like a
declaration of attachment. Fortunately for the tender sensibilities of her innocent early-twentieth-century
readers, there quickly comes along the dull brother (Dorry) we haven't heard so much about to nip the same-
sex romance in the bud. Meanwhile, Imogen's brother marries the remaining Carr girl, leaving brother Phil
the only one unhitched.

CuteBadger says

The fifth and final Katy book (well, more a Carr book I suppose), in which everyone who has not previously
married is matched up and everyone moves out West who is not already there.

It's nice to have the series finished off, but I felt this was the weakest of the books as it's entirely taken up
with romances, mariages and babies. Characters who exhibit any (quite normal) personality flaws are made
to see the error of their ways and end up in the Carr way of thinking.

Susan Grossey says

I have been a Katy fan since I was little, and a few months ago my lovely husband came home clutching
"Clover" and "In the High Valley" - the two sequels that I had not read.

To be honest, they are not quite as engaging as the original three Katy books, and perhaps a little heavy on
the religious overtones, but it was such a pleasure to read about the early days of settlement in Colorado -
what an adventure! And there is always something so pleasing to see people paired off in happy couples - I
won't say who ends up with who, of course! Susan Coolidge's light style is still in evidence, along with her
humour and her sometimes waspish character studies... For any Katy addict, these book is well worth reading
- although there's not enough Katy in it for me!

J. Boo says

A dull close to the series. Imogen is jealous of Clover and behaves irritatingly until Coolidge's typical deus
ex machina of an illness sets her right, whereupon she becomes irritating in a pro-Clover direction.
Characters you recognize from earlier in the series show up explicitly to make a final bow. Some funny bits
(a description of New York as a frontier town subject to Indian attacks from an American pulling an
Englishwoman's leg, a few jokes about servants, etc) keep it above one star, but this is definitely is not
Coolidge at her best. Available on Gutenberg.



Jennifer Ricks says

I can't believe she's done it again!

I was expecting this to be a continuation of Clover, especially as it's about the High Valley, but instead she's
created another totally new story. I'm so impressed!

Starting in England and being in Imogene's perspective is so different and new. I know she'll tie into the Carr
family somehow in the end, but I'm still so excited to find out how. I'm going to be sad when the series is
over!

LATER
I loved that it was a travel story about crossing the U.S. I thought at first that it was a little far-fetched how
everything worked out perfectly between couples, but she convinced me that it was possible. It was cute and
sweet and new. This has definitely been a cute little series.

Alicia says

http://wordnerdy.blogspot.com/2015/08...

OK, I think I see why these last two weren't in print when I was a kid--they are super boring compared to the
first three. This last one in particular is kind of a dud. It introduces a couple of new characters, but one isn't
interesting and the other is pretty insufferable, at least until Clover teaches her otherwise, of course. And
they then inevitably get married off, also of course. There's no conflict in these last two books and there's
less cute stuff in this one, because Clover and Elsie are grown and married. What a disappointment this was!

Deborah says

In which Susan M Coolidge ties up all the loose ends by way of two English siblings (she does sibling
relationships very well). I'm not entirely convinced Miss Joanna Carr will settle properly in the High Valley -
she seems more of a society girl than Clover or Elsie, but maybe I've misjudged her.

Imogen is, frankly, a pain in the neck, but her home country is captured well (bits of Devon are still like that
today) and her misplaced superiority rings very true. Nice to see the awful (but amusing) Mrs Watson again -
she's a direct literary descendent of Miss Bates in Emma and I assume this is Susan M Coolidge's little
tribute to her own favourite author.

And I so want to go and see the canyons!

Duckpondwithoutducks says

This last book in the Carr family series, or What Katy Did series, is sweet like all the others. It pairs up all
the remaining family members who weren't married yet. The book starts out in England, following a



character named Imogen, and at first it only seemed like we would see the Carr family tangentially, but then
Imogen arrived in Colorado, and we did get to see the family. In this series, I prefer the first three books, I
think, but it was nice to read this series finale!

Karin says

Not as good as the other Katy books but a nice closure to the series.

It felt like i was being told about their lives rather than being pulled into their lives.

A.R. Collins says

None of the What Katy Did sequels lives up to the original for me, but this is something else. I did like the
setting, and the idea of running a ranch in a valley with only a few family members in close proximity (I
don't suppose for a moment that I've got what it takes to do something like that, but I love the idea all the
same). The historical context was very interesting too, with the setting up of settlements in the western USA.
Unfortunately, this wasn't enough to save this book.

For starters, there's Imogen Young. Her numerous flaws are blamed entirely on her 'Englishness', when
clearly Susan Coolidge nothing about British people and culture; and since Imogen's most lamented
characteristic is her prejudice against Americans, this makes the first half of the book pretty much one huge
exercise in hypocrisy. It comes to an end when Imogen finds redemption at the other end of a great ordeal -
the only way she could possibly redeem all the terrible qualities that come of being English.

There was also a pointless appearance about halfway through by Mrs Watson, last seen in Clover. She had
her role in that book, but not this, and if Coolidge thought I'd be amused to see her then she was sorely
mistaken.

Looking at this as a Carr family story, it's particularly disappointing. Clover and Elsie, as happy and helpful
ranchers' wives, might just as well have been anybody - I saw little or nothing of the characters I first met in
What Katy Did. When Johnnie turned up, she had become just as flat and generic. The treatment of the boys
was better; both Dorry and Phil had retained a little more character than their sisters, on the rare occasions
we saw them, but frankly not much.

Clearly Coolidge wanted to let her readers know what happened to the Carrs in the end, but couldn't come up
with anything very interesting for them. There came a time when I saw exactly where the story was heading:
right into a neatly packaged little ending where everything slots into place in the most dull, unoriginal and
contrived way imaginable. Very disappointing!

Lilian says

This was the least enjoyable of the five books in the series. Maybe it was because the (nominal) main
characters did not seem to be the subject of the book - rather the focus switched back and forth without any
true protagonist, but also without managing to make me feel quite as involved in any of the characters lives



as I have previously done. I also knew how the book would end very early on - with the other four, there was
an element of surprise that is sorely lacking here. Still, a very easy read, and it ties up some ends long-term
fans might have otherwise not realised were left loose. Elsie's character, in particular, blossomed out right
into its own.

Sue says

I didn't even know that this existed until I found it free for my Kindle. Fifth in the series about 'Katy' and her
family, this is set mostly in Colorado, and features a young English brother and sister, Lionel and Imogen,
who move out to work with Clover and Elsie's husbands. I very much appreciated the gradual culture
adjustment that Imogen struggles with, having gone through very similar feelings despite living nearly a
century later.

The plot inevitably involves a rather too tidy double romance and a delightful happy-ever-after (or at least
for the next year) conclusion, which makes it a fitting end to this series; I read and loved the first three books
several times as a child and teenager and always wished that there was more.

Kristi says

I loved the whole series, although this was perhaps my least favorite. I still enjoyed the book but it felt like
the author was frantically trying to marry everyone off and tie it all up with a nice bow. I thought that there
wasn't enough time and effort put into developing the relationships between the sweethearts. That said, I
once again enjoyed how the author takes high-minded concepts and brings them into real life situations. We
all like to think of ourselves as good people who are willing to help others ... until those others are pains in
the neck. It is hard to love the unloveable. Seeing it happen in this book is a good reminder to me. Real love
is not easy and that's OK. It is still worth doing, even when it hurts.

Hilary Tesh says

The final volume of the five Carr Family stories in which Lionel and his sister Imogen join the small
community in High Valley, where we are unsurprised to discover Elsie has married Clarence and the two
couples, with their children, are all living happily under one roof. This is a story about adjustment of attitude
and lifestyle, as Imogen finds it hard to settle into the valley at first but ...well to say more would to be to
give away an albeit predictable but happy ending! Yet again, Susan Coolidge writes vividly, clearly with first
hand knowledge, of the landscapes both of Devon and Colorado. She also waxes lyrical about all manner of
flowers, sending me to "google" to check out the many varieties she mentions!

Lillerina says

The sole purpose of this book was to marry off the remaining children. Whatever.




