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Jaded bounty hunter Bryan Kelly is head-over-hormones in lust with awoman. . .and what she doesto his
sensesis criminal.

Double Trouble

Bryan Kelly has afew rules. Rule #1: Women are for fun, not commitment. Rule #2: He'll do anything for
his twin brother, even switch places with him to find out who's sabotaging his charity. But playing arealy
good guy isn't easy around aluscious Shay Sommers. Which brings him to Rule #3: If you can't avoid
temptation, succumb with abandon...

Society pagesicon Shay Sommers has made her name in charity work. And shelll go to any length to help
these girls from the inside out. It certainly won't be hard to act the street siren with the gorgeous man who
runs the place, even if he does seem less like a shepherd and much more like awolf...one with a hungry look
that's making Shay feel she might be his next dinner...
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From Reader Review The Secret Life Of Bryan for online ebook

Melyssa Winchester says

Bryan is definitely the kind of preacher | want in my life.

Crasstaking, alphatype male in the possessiveness he has with Shay early on and throughout the book, but
one that also has more of what | like in him, in terms of the heart of gold he displays. The way he wantsto
help these women who heis now in charge of while keeping secrets from them in order to protect his
brother.

He was a great hero just as Shay, with her stubbornness, assertiveness, and downright sassiness at times,
made for agreat heroine.

This story is pretty formulaic of the genreit finds itself in, with romantic suspense, there was nothing in that
regard that stood out, but it is aso very true to other books this author has written before this one and even
after, which honestly makes it work for me. I know what 1'm getting with this author. She always delivers,
only thistime, she delivered on the best "man of God" ever.

Also, | would beremissif | didn't mention the part that the ladies play in this book. The ones Bryan's brother
Bruce, along with Shay and Bryan are trying to save and protect. They brought the best elements of humor to
an otherwise stressful situation and | enjoyed that almost as much as | did these two stubborn people finding
love.

Mom says

Bounty hunter Bryan Kelly has afew rules. Rule # 1. Women are for fun, not commitment. He's been jilted
too many times for that. Rule #2: He'll do anything for his twin brother, even switch placesin order to find
out who wants to sabotage the naive preacher's charity organization. Playing benefactor to a bunch of sassy,
flirtatious prostitutes means that Bryan will have to be his brother - in every way that counts. But then, he
hadn't counted on Shay Sommers. Keeping his cool around the luscious lady of the night with the big heart is
doing nothing to keep his thoughts pure, which brings him to Rule #3: If you can't avoid temptation,
succumb with abandon...Being mistaken for a hooker. Well that's certainly a new one for Shay. The society
pages icon has made her name in charity work. Still, this could be her chance to help these girls from the
inside out, if she can play the part just right. It certainly won't be hard to act the street siren with the gorgeous
preacher who runs the place, even if he does seem less like a shepherd and much more like awolf in a
clerical collar...one with ahungry look that's making Shay feel she might be his next dinner.

?lleskelle - teamSgren? ?I like big bOOks? says

Callie Carmen says



| loved the entire Visitation, North Carolina series. From the mountain & lake setting to the fun, likable, and
sexy characters.

Alexis says

We met Bryan Kelly in Say No to Joe? Thistime around, the sexy bounty hunter is posing as his identical
twin brother, Bruce - who just so happens to be a preacher. This job doesn't require him to deliver sermons,
however. No, like his brother, Bruce is more into field work. In this case, that involves running a safe house
for prostitutes. Someone has been targeting Bruce, and after a particularly violent attack leaves him in the
hospital, Bryan stepsin to protect his brother and figure out just what the hell is going on.

Enter Shay Sommers, a society widow who uses her fame and money for charity. She's avery caring women,
and determined to help anyone she can. When Bryan mistakes her for hooker onerainy night, sheis
delighted. She'd been trying to figure out how to help more prostitutes find better lives for themselves, so she
goes with him to the safe house, thinking it will be a perfect way to do some research and get ideas.

Of course, there's an immediate attraction between Bryan and Shay. But he thinks she's ahooker and he's
pretending to be a preacher. She's not really pretending to be a hooker, but she lets him think sheis. She also
doesn't pretend not to be attracted to him, which makes things very uncomfortable for Bryan. Due to some
recent bad press and Bryan's dislike of rich folks, Shay hides her identity from him. And so, with both of
them lying to each other, they have areally great foundation to build a relationship on, right?

Yeah, it'stotally ridiculous, but Bryan is a pretty interesting character. So is Bruce, who spends most of the
novel making fun of Bryan's predicament and sneaking around, showing that some of his brother has rubbed
off on him, too. The prostitutes who live in the house are entertaining, as are Shay's interactions with them.
Conflict arrivesin the form of an outside party who is determined to undermine the efforts of the safe house -
making things not so safe for Shay or Bryan. And when secrets get revealed, we get the Big
Misunderstanding that the book just wouldn't be compl ete without.

Overadl, | found that Foster's writing style showed improvement with this book, and the characters were
likable. We also got to see more of Visitation, NC and the characters from Say No to Joe? Overall, it was
entertaining, if ludicrous.

M ar sha Spohn says

Reviewed at Romance Is Ageless

When | first encountered Shay in Fantasy she was the strong-willed, loving sister of Brandi and | will admit
to hoping that Shay would get her own story one day. She is so determined, driven and certain of her path in
lifethat | knew, even then, that she' d need a hero who was even stronger than sheis. Then Bryan showed up
in Jo€' s story and my imagination went... hmm, | wonder if. It would be hard to find a more stubborn,
stronger, driven hero than Bryan. Together they are explosive — two strong, stubborn people who are not
exactly who or what they reveal to each other.

Now, to be frank, I’'m not a huge fan of the “living alie for agood reason” romance. Evenin fiction, loveis



afragilething and lies upon lies just damage that emation for me. Oh, don’'t get me wrong, | completely got
why Bryan and Shay were pretending to be what they were not naturally. It's simply at some point those lies
are going to come back to bite them on the butt... and it's gonna hurt, big time. Yet, it truly did work well
for this particular couple... it added an edge to an already tense storyline —mainly because the reader is
constantly thinking “Tell her or Tell him” knowing what that lie will mean to the relationship. As expected,
the truth blows up in their faces at the worst possible moment. | understood Bryan's reaction, even if | did
think it was a bit hypocritical since hislie was just as bad. Shay’ s devastation can be felt so clearly, and |
hurt for them both in that moment.

We get the chance to meet up with Joe and Luna, and others from the earlier stories... and of course, Jamie.
Aswell as some hints for what isto come. | completely enjoyed my time with Bryan and Shay in The Secret
Life of Bryan. They are hot, hot-headed, tender and prickly, and exactly what the other needsin their life.
There are villains to figure out, some might not be as obvious as others, areally good, believable twin switch
situation and lots of steamy moments. | was captured by several elements of this story and | believe you will
be, too. I'd recommend The Secret Life of Bryan and the entire Visitation, North Carolina series to any
Contemporary Romance reader who loves a good romance, believable characters, a host of secondary
characters who bring the story alive and a puzzle to figure out. A romance doesn’t have to be ‘ hot off the
presses’ to capture my attention or guarantee my enjoyment, and this classic proves that very well.

I own aKindle edition of this story,

Kathy says

Setting: Visitation, North Carolina; bad section of New Y ork; settlement safe house;
Theme: protection; mothering; mentoring; love

Characters:

Shaina Shay Sommers: newspapers dubbed the Crown Princess; abandoned first by mother, than by father;
in foster care/orphanage, but adopted by a wonderful couple when 7 years old, and they gave her alittle
sister to love; middle class; met an older man at a charity event, loved him, though not with passion, and they
marry, and spend hismoney... and he dies, and she is spending his money as he would want... but when one
of her shelters turned away a pregnant woman, she is dubbed Crown Princess ... Once taken to the safe
house, decides she wants to stay incognito, to learn what needs to be done and to be with the Preacher. She
looks for the silver lining, and is sunny, and comfortable around people.

Dawn: one of the street kids whom she personally helped — grew up to be her assistant and her best friend.
Preacher / Bruce Kelly : atwin; runs a safe house for prostitutes; beaten up pretty badly; agreesto let his
twin brother impersonate him until culprit tries again and can be stopped. Heis a big hearted, positive,
hardworking man... who enjoys the disguise, the watching over in secret. Anti rich, snooty people.

Bryan Kelly (faking to be Preacher): a bounty hunter; strong; steps into brother’ s shoes — and does a good
job with the women — supportive, friendly, accepting, protective — a natural; sees Shay one stormy night, and

thinks she is a hooker, and when the lights go out, and rowdiness starts, he takes her to the safe house.

Morganna/ Amy / Patti / Barb: hookers at the safe house... become Shay’ s friends, and allow her to shape



them — manners, clothes, make up, job interviews.

Jamie Creed: from Visitation; has visions of the future; tells Bryan to be careful, awoman will betray him;
then tells him he has found the one.

Joe and Luna: Bryan'sfriends from Visitation (from the first book) — help protect Shay, and take down the
bad guy.

Freddie Baker / Chili — pimp and muscle; 3 of their ‘girls' are under the Preacher’ s care —why he beat the
Preacher and wants to stop him once and for all.

Summary:

Shay flourishes with the women at the shelter; and for the first time she feels a deep attraction to Bryan, and
does what she can to force him to notice her. She doesn’t lie to him, nor does she tell the whole truth...
Bryan tries to stay away, but can’t... and finally takes her to bed. But then finds out who she s, feels
betrayed... 2 weeks later, his brother tells him to get his head on straight... and Denise tells Shay she just
needs to kiss Bryan over and over, not letting him berate her, until he takes her back in hisarms. Thereisa
fire at the house she bought (near the kelly’ s shelter), Bruce gets to the first, with the intention of telling the
truth of himself and Bryan — but she starts kissing him, not letting him say anything... until Bryan catches
up, pulls Bruce away, and she seesthey are twins... and he kisses her, and she knows which iswhich...

And they talk, and they understand... and they come up with aplan... to go to visitation, letting al the
women know — they think Amy is the one who snitches on them... but it ends up to be Barb — older, jea ous,
and who feels sheislosing her place in the house... Barb & Chili / Bryan and Shay / with Joe as backup are
in visitation, on Bryan'sland... and when push comes to shove, Barb stops the bad guy, taking the bullet
meant for Shay... and they go with her to the hospital, assuring her they understand, and will help her not
make that mistake again... hmmm

And they marry... and plan to live on hisland... and she' s turning over the charities to Denise, and investing
in Visitation.

Memorable scenes:
“ Softness touched him everywhere, the softness of her body, her scent, her hair, her breath — and her
compassion.”

Jane Stewart says

Ok, but | can't recommend buying it.

| loved Shay's personality and her actions. | did not like how the author separated Shay and Bryan after they
got together. The plot was ok, but nothing surprised or delighted me. | can't put my finger on what was
missing, other than the feeling that the author was just churning out another book, similar to her prior work.

Story brief: Shay isaweathy contributor to charitable causes. Sheisin a seedy part of town one evening,
and the rain makes her clothes appear see-through. Bryan sees her and thinks she is a prostitute and takes her
to anearby safe house. Bryan is abounty hunter, pretending to be his twin brother, Bruce, who is a preacher.



Bruce had been beaten up, and Bryan istrying to find the bad guy. Bryan lets Shay think he is a preacher.
Shay initially lets him think she is a prostitute. Shay wants to stay in the safe house for awhile to see how she
can help the other women.

CAUTION SPOILERS:

I loved Shay's honesty and directness. Initially she lets Bryan think sheis a prostitute, but soon after she tells
him sheis not. When he asks her name she says "I can't tell you." He asks why. She says "Becauseif | told
you the truth, you'd hate me. And you were being so niceto me, | didn't want you to send me away. | wanted
to get to know you better." Later, when he asks again, she says she will tell him later. To me, thisis
honorable. Sheisnot lying. Sheissimply telling him that she chooses not to tell him for awhile. | loved it.

What | did not like was the author's method of separating the couple after they had sex. A reporter called
Shay by her namein front of Bryan. Bryan was mad and said "Y ou lied to me." (because she hadn't told him
her name.) However, per the previous paragraph, she had been open about not telling him. Besides, he had
gotten to know the real person who was different, wonderful and much better than the Shay negatively and
incorrectly portrayed by the media. Bryan then left her and stayed away from her which was wrong and
illogical. She grieved because of this.

I loved Shay's directness. From the very beginning she was the one to initiate the first kiss, and later kisses
and to say that she wanted him. Toward the end, she was the first oneto say "l love you." She said it matter-
of-factly without expecting any words back from him. She was a neat |ady.

Sexua language: strong. Number of sex scenes: four. Setting: current day Ohio and Visitation, N. Carolina.
Copyright: 2004. Genre: contemporary romance with alittle suspense.

I sa says

Menos de veinticuatro horas en leer una novelita que pensaba que no seria nada del otro mundo.

Craso error.

Me han conmovido tanto Shay como Bryan, los protas, pero también un buen grupo de secundarios como
Brucey las chicas.

Buenos didlogos, escenas calientes que me han encantado (y reconozco que ho soy fan de ellas), dulzuray
unatrama que los envuelve y que, sin ser demasiado compleja, esta bien.

Estoy sorprendida, eso estodo (parabien, claro).

No eslo que suelo leer ni lo que suele gustarme, pero se merece las cuatro estrellas.

Danielle says

Unlike most Lori Foster books, this one took me areally long time to get into. A really long time. | don’t
know what it was but | just wasn’t connecting to it, the storyline, or the characters. Just something was off
for me.

| think the big thing for me was that both Bryan and Shay were basically deceiving each other of who they
truly were. Bryan by pretending to be his twin brother and Shay pretending to not be afamous socialite that
Bryan admitted not being to crazy about based on what he heard in the papers about her. | could handled it



better if it was just one was doing the deception, but it was both. | understood why they did what they did,
but | just felt it was too much, and | thought that Bryan was being way too hypocritical when he found out
the truth about Shay.

Also | wasn't too find with the storyline either with the prostitutes either. It wasn't the subject matter per say,
and | liked that Shay wanted to help these women, but the fact was that part of the story took up too much of
thefirst half of the book, and there was less build up in the romance portion of the book. The attraction and
connection were there, but it wasn't overly romantic either. Usually Lori Foster creates a balance between
the outside storyline and the romance, but in this case, at least in the beginning, | just felt that took over to
much of the story. | wanted more of Bryan and Shay together.

The story got much better once the romance came on display, and that started with them coming together in a
very passionate love scene. It was very hot and sexy yet at the same time there was meaning between them at
that very special moment. Thiswas where | could see them as a couple, and them actually working as a
couple. They had insane chemistry that translated into the their first time together. 1t was worth all that first
half of the book, and it was so satisfying. Also that was where the focus became after that point from the last
third on.

| did like Shay and Bryan, and once they were together as couple | liked them even more, but | have to admit
that Shay was alittle too over the top in the beginning. She was almost too forward especially with Bryan,
even when she thought he was a preacher. Now, | am all for a heroine to know what she wanted and going
after it hard, but in this case it was just alittle too much. Too in your face. It wasn't until her vulnerabilities
and insecurities were on display that | enjoyed her awhole heck of alot more. She just felt like amore
complete person. | could aso understand more about her and appreciate her forwardness in the beginning.
But | liked her mostly because of her heart of gold and just how far she was willing to go to help these
women. She did things without expecting anything in return just out of the goodness of her heart. She wanted
to do more in the world, and she did. So once the complete picture came into display with her then | liked her
alot more.

Asfor Bryan | really liked him, even from the beginning. | loved seeing the interaction between him and his
brother Bruce and just that bond they had. Bryan went undercover for his twin because he wanted to know
who was going after his brother so he was willing to put himself in danger in order to do so even if that
meant being a preacher. Bryan had a gruff and rough and tough side to him, but there was also a sweetness
and tenderness to him that | couldn’t help swoon over. He had a Rae aly caring heart, and | liked seeing that
sideto him aswell as his protective side.

Even though | was disappointed for amagjority of the book, | did enjoy it. Thelast third of the story, in my
opinion was the best part of the story. It was the turning point that really got me there, and all the stuff that
had happened previously was almost worth it to get to that point in the story. If that turning point hadn’t
happened, then | don't think | would have liked this book or its story. | was so happy that a stuck it out and
made it al the way, which just made it all the more satisfying. Once Bryan and Shay were a couple and
building this relationship together was when | finally got it, and it turned my entire prospective around about
this book. This may not have been my favorite Lori Foster book, but it was still good.

Can’t wait to read Bruce' s book when it comes out in the near future. I’ m definitely curious to see how his
love story will play out especially since he denied that in hislife for quite awhile. It should be an interesting
ride.



KimKirt says

| really do like Lori Foster's books and this was the first I've read in the "Visitation™ series (my library didn't
have #1 so | started here). The only problem | had with this one, is that everything about Shay and Bryan's
romance was based on lies and deceit, and | got really tired of the "I'm going to tell him, but not yet . . . "
scenario. Won't stop me from reading more in the series though.

Pamela(AllHoney) says

The second book in the Visitation, North Carolina series by Lori Foster. Bryan Kelly is a bounty hunter we
met in the first book of the series, Say No To Joe. Bryan is posing as his preacher brother, Bruce, to catch the
person who has attacked his brother. Shay Sommersis awidow who triesto help prostitutes get a better life.
Bryan thinks she's a prostitute and she thinks he's a preacher. | enjoy Ms Foster's blend of romance and
humor with the suspense element. It works for me.

Serena Miles says

pues €l libro me ha gustado mucho.... aunque menos que el dejoe...
lo malo del libro, es que bryan me cansa hablando de joe como s fueradios...
aun asi, hasido un libro muy muy entretenido

mi notaun 7.5

Maura says

Bryan Kelly, bounty hunter from the previous book in the seriesis pretending to be his twin brother, Bruce, a
preacher who runs a safe house for women in need. He's trying to find the person who assaulted his brother
by acting as bait while "being" Bruce. Unfortunately, Bryan is no preacher and this showsin hisinteractions
with the prostitutes living in the safe house and with one woman in particular, Shay Sommers (who we met
in the introductory novellato this series). Shay aso helps women in need, but she's uber-wealthy and Bryan
mistook her for a prostitute before revealing his prejudices against the wealthy and particularly his
perspective on her after all her media coverage. So Shay, who is determined to help and equally determined
to get to know Bryan in and out of bed, continues to pretend to be awoman in need, so she can stay in the
safe house and with Bryan. But her secrets may come back to bite her in the ass. As Bryan becomes closer
and closer to Shay, Shay's deceit could have an even greater impact.

Not my favorite story ever, but it was engaging for the most part. In a different twist, we have the heroine as
the aggressor and poor Bryan trying to do the right thing, remember he's supposed to be a preacher and keep
his hands to himself. Shay refuses to take no for an answer and gets pretty assertive about her wants and



needs. Likewise Bryan is also on the receiving end of alot of attention from the prostitutes living in the safe
house...which was a bit of a bother for me, mostly because the author portrays these women as either scared
and broken or brassy and vulgar. In fact, she pretty much insinuates that prostitutes are sexually needy and
are seeking out sex when they're not "working." These women are definitely stereotypes. Which has me
wondering how Bryan didn't immediately see the difference with Shay...for such a smart detective like type,
he kept himself pretty ignorant about who Shay was. All it would have taken was allittle bit of digging and
he'd have known al her secrets, but he doesn't do it. Which didn't strike me asin character for him. | also
couldn't help but wonder how Shay didn't realize that Bryan wasn't actually a preacher...I mean sure there are
preachers who are okay with swearing, but not many men of God would have a box of condoms on their
nightstand table and be totally fine with having premarital sex. That would be a dead giveaway 1'd think.
These little things all added up and made this just an average story for me. I'm curious about Bruce though,
and will continue the story. I'm mostly curious about Jamie. That man intrigues me, so well done author.

Anna'sHerding Cats says

The Visitation, North Carolina series by Lori Foster really isn't turning out at all like | expected. When |
picked up this set of books | thought they would be light, humorous reads. Nothing too serious. Just lots of
silly, laugh out loud moments. There still are some really funny moments and absurd conversations and
situations that get you snickering but the books are much more serious than | would have guessed. With
serious subject matters that society tends to push under the run. You really just can't judge abook by it's
cover. Even though they've been abit of a surprise I'm enjoying the series so far.

With The Secret Life of Bryan we get a preacher in hiding, a bounty hunter pretending to be a preacher, a
fake hooker and a bunch of lusty, flirty, grabby ex prostitutes all thrown in together which ends up in some
rather odd conversations and situations.

"Y ou look great, too, Morganna."

"I know, sugar. | can't help it." She winked. "It's not the digs, but the body underneath.”

"Exactly," Bryan said, agreeing with her.

She gave an evil grin. "'l probably shouldn't tell, but it's only the top layer that's spiffed up anyway, because |
ain't giving up my sexy undies for no one. | just wouldn't be me without alittle leopard print or peekaboo
lace or leather.”

Bryan raised a brow." L eather?"

"Y eah, you think that's sexy, doncha?"

Patti swatted at her. "He's a preacher, idiot.”

"He's still aman.” She drawled that out, trying to make Bran blush, Shay knew.

Instead, he said, "Actualy, I'm more partial to cotton. Soft cotton. But every guy is different.”

The women went mute for a single second before Morganna roared with laughter. "A simple man, huh?
Well, as you said, to each her own."

"Y ou should wear whatever you want underneath, Morganna." he said in encouragement. "Whatever makes
you feel good.”

Patti giggled in coy, rehearsed delight. "Nothing at all makes me feel good, so I'm bare as a baby
underneath.”

Bryan looked dumbfounded.

"Shay said it was okay, long as | remember not to bend over--"

"So Bryan," Shay rushed out, interrupting Patti's awesome admission.

After histwin brother, Bruce, is attacked Bryan takes over his brother's identity so he can figure who is after
both his brother and the charity he runs. His brother, the Preacher, runs awomen's safe house for ladies



trying to turn their lives around and get themselves off the streets. Bryan has his hands full, to say the least,
with these ladies while trying to act the part of the innocent preacher. Not an easy thing for a bad ass, foul
mouthed bounty hunter.

Bryan and Shay are both great people. She's anatural nurturer and spends her time helping women get their
lives back. She becomes friends with all of the women staying at he safe house and uses her own resources to
help build their confidence and find good jobs. She looks out for them, greets them when they get back
home, gives them hugs and sees that meals become a group affair. Just shows them that someone does care
about them and that they're worth it. Even though he doesn't always see it Bryan is just as good with the
women. He's the first man who doesn't want anything from the women and is actually there for them when
they need help, protection or just afriend. It was touching to see the changes in the women at the safe house.
How excited they were about getting the chance for a decent job, going to the library, celebrating birthdays
and just experiencing normal every day life experiences they've never really gotten a chance to have.
Knowing they were safe and someone cared about them and what happened to them.

Rel ati onship-wise things were pretty steamy between Shay and Bryan. I'm really not afan of the hidden
identity storyline and both characters were doing just that even if they were doing so for a good reason. It
always blows up in their faces at the worst time and just grates on my nerves alittle. When things finally did
come out in the open | was pretty disappointed in Bryan and his reaction to the news especially since he had
been just as dishonest with Shay. He compl etely abandoned her to the wolves even though she really needed
him. Very hypocritical of him and alet down since he really isn't the type of man to leave awoman in need.
Shay definitely handled Bryan's deception much better than he did and | was pretty proud of her for that. The
reveal of who the real preacher was and Bryan and Shay's reunion was entertaining. Has me interested in
Bruce too.

"Don't tease, Bryan." And again she wigled close enough to kiss him. When he tried to pull back, she bit his
bottom lip.

It was... quite erotic. Who knew? Biting. Hmmm.

Suddenly the driver's door opened and Bryan dlid in. His brother looked like a thundercloud. "Get off her,
Bruce."

Bruce ailmost sputtered. "I'm trying."

Shay jereked back but retained her hold on Bruce.

With aknowing look, Bryan growled, "Honey, let my brother go before he faints."

She looked ready to scream. Or pass out. Or both.

The villain behind the attacks on the charity and Bryan's brother was somewhat easy to figure out. There was
one little surprise that | didn't see coming right there at the end but for the most part it's easy to see what's
coming. | don't read Foster for the great suspense though but instead for the wonderful characters she creates
and The Secret Life of Bryan did not disappoint.

Originally posted at Herding Cats & Burning Soup




