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From Reader Review Dark Datesfor online ebook

Victoriahoward says

Witty and fast-paced, Dark Dates is an enthralling read. The lead character is a strong woman with plenty of
grit and feminist drive. Y es, she's sometimes ruled by lust rather than sense but | like that thisis a book
where women are allowed to show their sexuality without the stereotypical titillation. The writing is funny
and sarcastic and the supporting characters are well-developed. | can't wait to read number two.

Jacque says

Vampire dating agency? I'd like to say that is a new one on me but it's not. I'm following another series that
has a paranormal dating service (the title will remain anonymous) which iswhy | wanted to read Dark Dates.
| really am enjoying the other series and | wanted to see how they compare to each other. Would there be
similarities? Would it be cheesy? And my conclusion is...

| love Cassandra Bick! Oh my gosh, what aflipping riot. | laughed or snickered my whole way through. .
Here's a breakdown of Dark Dates. Cassandra runs a dating agency for vampires. Her assistance, Medea, isa
Wiccan and is very hot! Cass herself is a Sensitive: meaning she can sense Others (not human). Business for
her is doing well until she getsavisit. The PTB in town have taken notice of her services and they want her
to stop...or e se. There's a supernatural war that's coming to town and just when Cassandra thinksit can't get
any worse, her homicidal and vampire hating ex-lover shows up. Could things get any worse?

I knew from the very beginning, from the first words of the first chapter, | was going to love Dark Dates.
Anytime Buffy is referenced, you know the author has a sense of humor. By the end of that first chapter, |
knew | was going to want the rest of the series. The characters are engaging, flawed and yet completely
lovable. The story lineisfast paced and engaging. The humor is tongue in cheek and peppered with pop
culture references, which makes it twice as funny when you realize not everybody was quite up-to-date. That
will make more sense after reading the book. There's action, intrigue, and lots of biscuits to devour all
wrapped up it this wonderful Brit humor.

What really makes this story shineisits characters. Cassandrais witty,sarcastic and doesn't hold back. Of
course, since the story istold in her first person POV it's easily to assume sheisthe star player. Now while
she probably was, the others certainly were nothing to sneeze at. Medea is (annoyingly) unflappable and very
much just not arandom sidekick. Laclos (Vampire) is charming, witty, oh who am | kidding. He's aflirt and
so full of himself, but he can't help but fall in love with him and his ego. Cain is her ex (sort of) one again/off
again boyfriend? Not exactly sure at the beginning, but they do bump uglies, and heis easily my favorite
character. Cassisnot quite sure what heis, but that is a Otherness puzzle for her to figure out. | have got to
give props to the author when it comes to the sex scenes. She kept them sexy without going into details,
which made them all the more hot while my mind was allowed to fill in the blanks. . There'salot of banter
going on between all these characters, that is when you could get Cain to talk and you can get aword in
around Laclos naked ego. And what would a story be without bad guys. Y es, there are afew and it wasn't
until they were exposed did | figure it out.

Having never read Tracey Sinclair before, | had mixed feelings when | read the blurb but that changed
immediately after reading the first sentence in Chapter 1. | have found a new addiction in Cassandra Bick



Chronicles! No sooner did | finish reading Dark Dates, | immediately jumped into the next book. | anticipate
having afairly hefty book hanger once | finish the whole series. | am screaming from the rooftopsthisisa
series that must be read. Read. Dark Dates. Now.

| received this book from the JeepDivafor the express purposes of an honest review. The opinions and rating
of thisreview are solely mine.
Stars- 5, Flames - 2.5

Nina says

[ or two?? (hide spoiler)]

Mez says

| realy enjoyed Dark Dates. It had me hooked right from the start. So hooked that | couldn't put it down and
ended up reading the whole book in just one day!

Cassandra Bick, founder of the vampire/lhuman dating agency whose name gives the title to the novel, isa
very likeable hero. She's witty, strong-willed and doesn't suffer fools gladly. She also has a cat, loves cake,
and doesn't always think things through, which means she ends up in several nasty scrapes as aresult. What's
not to love?

Tracey Sinclair gives us abook with afast-moving, funny, engrossing plot. Despite its cast of ahero whoisa
sensitive, vampires, shape-shifters, monsters and all manner of "Others’, the story is written in away that
makes you think "Y ou know, this could really be actually happening!". I'm not sure how the author managed
that, but hats off to her for doing so!

| loved the book from start to finish and found myself laughing out loud at Cassandra's sarcastic comebacks;
even when her lifeis threatened, her humour defence mechanism doesn't fail her.

It's also great to have a strong femal e protagonist who is unapologetically "feminist” and alot of well-
developed supporting characters with their own storiesto tell, some of whom - vampire and non - are pretty
damn HOT, which makes for some steamy scenes, convincingly described, but never overdone and not a
sequin in sight!

I'd highly recommend Dark Dates to anyone who likes the paranormal urban fantasy genre, but also to
readers like myself who are relative newcomers to the vampire scene. I've never even watched Buffy, but
that didn't stop me from enjoying this book immensely and I'll definitely be reading the othersin the seriesto
find out what Cassandra gets up to next. The book |eaves us with afew intriguing question marks as to how
Cass's future will pan out.

Five very well-deserved stars!



L ouise says

Having just re-read this book, | have had to upgrade it from 4 to 5 stars as | had forgotten just how much |
enjoyed it! Great humour and brilliant characters, as well as plenty of in-jokes for fans of the genre; yes, it'sa
book heavily featuring vampires, which are usually full of clichés, but this book is also well aware of that
and plays off it to brilliant effect. A fantastic start to an enjoyable series!

ChrisChalmerssays

Odd to say but thisis my first vampire novel! Never been afan of those creatures of the fright, book, film or
any other way (....u aways know what's gonna happen, right?)... but | came across Dark Dates by Tracey
Sinclair on here, determined that | wouldn't be interested - and was completely hooked after reading 20 lines
of the sample! It'sfast and funny, dark as you'd expect and devilishly more-ish. Give it awhirl if you're that
way inclined, and take alook even if you're not. The lady writes like adream ...or just possibly, your very
worst nightmare. Recommended!

The Book Tart says

originally reviewed on http://thebooktart.com/book-review/re...

| love to read paranormal romance and urban fantasy. | pick up a book from the different genres with certain
expectations. The main one isthat the story will have an element of the fantastical in it. Magic, supernatural
beings, and/or psychic powers etc. The 2nd thing | expect is that in the PNR genre novel the romantic
relationship will play alargeroll in the story arc. And that the UF genre will be about the main protagonists
journey and doesn't promise you happy ever after. | like both types of stories. :)

Dark Datesis urban fantasy. | got a huge kick out of the heroine, Cassandra. Sheis a Sensitive and knows
things about people... This story iswritten in first person, so you're right there with Cass. | loved her humor
and snark. | felt like we could be friends. She liked so many of the things | do, like cake and pretty,
uncomfortable shoes and she must watch as much tv as | do with all her pop culture referencesto Buffy,
Angel's Wolfram & Hart and Supernatural's Winchester boys.

Cassandra owns a dating agency and uses her gift to help supernaturals find partners. | liked how she saw the
underworld as not too separate from the overworld (us). "l realized they weren't that different from anyone
else. Some are bastards, some are sweeties - set aside by their nature they may be, but for the most part they
arejust like us... they were also a great business opportunity.” 1ol So Cass interviews vampires and finds out
what they are hoping for then she and her assistant Medea (whom | adored!) throw mixer events for the
paranormal's and humans to connect. Now some of the powerful beingsin town don't like what she's doing
and start threatening her.

An old flame of Cassendra's come back into her life. From some reviews | had read, | really thought |



wouldn't like Cain. But | did. He has an attitude of anything necessary to get the job done. He reminded me a
tiny bit of Edward from the Anita Blake series. Casandra's relationship with him is hard to describe. There's
passion and emotion but he only visits her occasionally before he's off to fight other battles. Thereisalot of
chemistry between them and she enjoys his visits. (The erotic content is hot but alot more implied than
spelled out.) He is mysterious and some of his secrets made me want to shake him. Would it hurt to
communicate? :p He's come back to town because something bad is about to go down and she seemsto bein
the middle of it.

Vampiresin London are being murdered and the threats against Cass and her business start to escalate. |
loved watching her find strength and courage to stand up against the powers that are trying to take her out.

She even uses her purse and for another attack she uses an item from her kitchen! She's resourceful and
doesn't give up and keeps her snarky sense of humor. :)

Here are afew of my fav lines...
v"| pay my direct debit to Amnesty Inernational. I'm aware there are mean people in the world."
His mouch twitched into asmile.

"Mean people?’ | love how you can mix with monsters on adaily basis yet the worst you can say about the
evil the walks the earth is that there are 'mean people?"

The evil that walks the earth? Y ou see what | have to put up with?
"WEell, that's the whol e thing with you, isn't it?" | retorted, taking his bait, the same way | aways did. "You
don't hunt the bad guys. Y ou hunt avery specific set of bad guys, because you've decided their very nature

makes them 'evil' , so you're going al Winchester on their arses."

Helooks at me blankly. "I don't carry a Winchester. | carry a Glock."

v "Ah. my apologies, | am Laclos."

"Of courseyou are. Louis and Lestat being taken."

v"| think | may haveissues." | said into the phone. | swear, | could hear Medearoll her eyesin response.

"I think you may have to narrow that down alittle."

Dark Dates has vampires, witches, shapeshifters, daemons and angels oh my! | love Cassandraand | enjoyed
the secondary characters too, especially Medea and her partner. Laclos, the sexy, powerful, vampire with
rock star like charisma, intigued me and | want to know more of his story and of course, there's Cain. He is



not a comfortable man, but he's very compelling and there are hints at more emation then he shows on the
surface.... This story made me giggle and gasp in afew places. | recommend you give Dark Dates atry if you
enjoy first person urban fantasy with afiesty, sarcastic, not perfect, heroine, who doesn't give up or back
down. | can't wait to see what she does next!

(((hugs))) Kat

The Queen of Tarts

¢ eARC provided for review

Marisa says

First, let me thank the author for providing afree copy of this book to me for review. It was immensely kind
of her.

Second, | had a couple issues with the book (hence why thisisn’'t getting afive), but considering it got a
three, | till enjoyed reading it.

What | liked most was the main character and her humor. The references to Buffy and several other
vampire/supernatural/etc. themed TV shows made me smile because, like Cassandra, | probably watch a
little too much TV. | dso liked how Cassandra could hold her own. She didn’t kill the overall villain, but was
sufficiently able to defend herself when faced with adversaries (view spoiler), which won points with me
because | always like a heroine who can defend herself.

The main thing | wasn’t too keen on with this book was that Cassandra let her hormones get the better of her
sometimes. | can definitely understand not being able to think clearly in front of an attractive man (especialy
one without his shirt---or nothing---on), but there are some circumstances | would have liked her to focus a
little less on jumping a man’ s bone and alittle more on the problem at hand. (view spoiler)

Lastly, I'll say that | loved Medea. It's easy for friends in literature to become filler characters, though I'm
happy to say that isn’t the case with Medea. It didn’t escape my notice that Cassandra tends to surround
herself with people she knows hardly anything about (Medea, Caine...), but I am glad she got to know a bit
more about Medea throughout the book and that the two of them bonded atad. I’ m interested to see what
other secrets Medea is keeping from Cassandrain future installments.

Overal, I’d probably give this more of a 3.5 than aflat out three, but the writing flowed well and I'd
recommend it to anyone who's afan of the genre.

Nerdish Mum says

This book is so much fun! There were timesthat | laughed full on out loud (sometimes in not the most



appropriate of places... ahem). | loved al the characters and I'm already looking forward to continuing with
the series.

Cassandraor Cass | swear deals with everything the same way | do - sarcasm and food! She isthe perfect
mix of everyday woman and one who can defend herself with whatever is nearby even if it is by accident.
She feels so very real to me and | really enjoyed her honesty about what (*read who) she thought was hot
and how awkward she is around people on aday to day basis.

Medeais agreat sidekick character, sheis powerful, intelligent and beautiful and there is even more to her
than meets the eye. Katie who you meet later in the book, I'm still not 100% about yet, BUT sheis definitely
interesting and certainly surprised me.

Now to my absolutely favourite character - Cain. Yes heisacompletely heartless ab$hole at times, but he's
hot and he's a bad boy with a soft side and who doesn't want that in their fictional boyfriend? There are also
S0 many more interesting things | could say but | would be spoiling far too much so that will have to do.

| can see why people would like Laclos as heis basically lust personified and who knows what will happen
further into the series, but for now | am full on #teamcain.

The story isreally interesting as there is awar brewing in the vampire world and somehow Cass has got
herself mixed up in it and decides to try and deal with alot herself while the menfolk (Cain and Laclos)
preen and stalk about like peacocks. They do come in more than handy when they're needed though and
make up for lost time.

Throughout there are some brilliant references to pop culture and | loved that | could pick some out, though |
think | missed the Buffy ones as I've only ever seen the original movie but none of the TV series.

Overal areally, really good and enjoyable book and as | said | can't wait to pick up the next book in the
series. | know this has been more of aramble than usual, but this happens when | really like a book.

Tonya says

The story iswritten in alight, conversational style and is driven by a string of murders carried out in London.
There are afew spots where the time looping in her story-telling makes the story seem a bit repetitive, but
not enough to put it down or get frustrated. The meat of the story isthe mystery of why it seems Cass's
business and her clients are being targeted. The interesting motif about what constitutes Other and the debate
on the relative goodness/morality of both humans and Others isn't something you see al that often, and
Sinclair handles it with the same realism with which she paints the city the story is set in. She even has her
heroine pursue a different course than is standard. (And I'll leave it at that crypticism, to avoid more of a

spoiler.)

I'm happy to recommend this book to any fan of the paranormal. For those who like mystery or romance, this
has something for you too. It's a good summer read--especially this summer, as London isin the world
spotlight for the Olympics and Sinclair's vision of the city paints an additional layer on an aready-storied
city.




Julie Allen says

If you like vampires, biting sarcasm (see what | did there), mystery & a hot supernatural love triangle then
thisisfor you.

Kara-karina says

| would say that any fan of earlier Anita Blake or Darynda Jonesis going to loveit. This pure joyful digging
at ridiculous cliches of vampire culture... Anne Rice, LKH, mentions of Supernatural ad Buffy, - it was so
much fun!

Cassandra, the main character, is more Sookie than Anita. SheisaLondoner through and through, who helps
newbie vampires find dates. She even organises speed-dating between them and their meals.

Her secretary and best friend, Medea, isawitch and her lover strongly reminds me of Edward (not Cullen,
for God's sake! I'm talking about Ted Forrester here). Cain is a sociopatic hunter of monsters who doesn't
approve of Cassandra's business but who keeps popping in her life for infrequent bouts of sex.

Then thereis Laclos... Pale, dark long hair, gorgeous body, |eather trousers. He is like Jean-Claude but with a
healthy sense of humour. He is pompous and narcissistic, but at the same time doesn't forget that thisis all
for show, that he plays on cliches.

The plot is very straightforward, with avillain who iskilling all the young modern vamps in London using
magic and demons, while Cass and her friends are trying to stop him. On the other hand, Cassslovelifeisa
right mess and so is her business, but sheis funny and downright normal in her reactions like a young
overworked slobby professional woman who lives on takeaways and has a cat, and | do not question her
integrity. As acharacter sheisfamiliar to al of us. There are no Mary Suesin this novel.

Male characters are abit messier. Cain is pragmatic. That's why he doesn't want normal relationship with
Cass. With his occupation and other differences including differences of opinion, he leaves her a chance to
find someone normal. However, | don't think it's healthy for the woman herself.

Laclosisawkward asin | can't quite grasp his character yet, so I'll have to wait for another book to decide if
he is developed properly or not.

Medea and her girlfriend are charming sidekicks, especially because Medea's girl isan NHS nurse with a
huge grudge against the bankers and cuts NHS has to suffer because of the recession.

Overdl thisis a steady book plot-wise, but it definitely wins you over with plenty of charm and humour. |
would love to read book #2 when it comes ouit!

Nunya says

Currently reading, but finding myself walking away and then coming back in frustration when Cassandra
(and Cain but no so much) gets on my nerveslol SPOILERS! BTW thisislong and | have a habit of wanting



to get everything that | was thinking or feeling while | was reading out. | know its probably hard to tell from
my rants | did like reading this book and didn't want it to end.

Hmmm, what can be said? Despite not liking Cassandra and Cain, the plot and my own curiosity kept
bringing me back. As | got a better understanding of who they were as characters my dislike began to lessen,
but then it would get confirmed again. Sad to say that | would probably have given this book more stars if
the key main players weren't s0...50....* $%& " $*!

Cain | don't like him simply because he is the worst kind of extremist and he makes himself among others
the exception to the (his) rule. My understanding was that non-human=0Other. He is an Other, but ignores this
and refersto al Others as monsters. | HATE this. Also, he had the nerveto be al its not *what* | am but
*who* | am with Cass (hasn't she been arguing this very point always?) when revealing what he was
exactly. No shit, thats akind of common sense logical rule that seems to escape him when he's on the hunt.
Later onin the book | got the idea that he targeted Others that were a REAL threat, but then reading further |
got the idea that 'Naaaaah he doesn't discriminate on the hunt'. Maybe in the beginning it started that way as
them being evil (you know the very first Others), but he didn't really take their descendantsinto
consideration or something | don't know. Also there isthe usua 'l was done so terrible wrong by an Other(s)
that they are all the same and come from the same stock anyway so they must all be destroyed' plot. As much
as| didike him I like him and respect him waaaaaaaaay more than Cass simply because he has no shamein
who heis, his beliefs, and he was upfront with what he was about from the beginning (I'm not including the
messy relationship stuff. IMO he should have said he was married/separated even though he didn't really
lead her on either).

| can't stand Cass simply because the D must be THAT good. So good that she ignores her Sense or lack
thereof when it cameto Cain when it was an obvious flag. So good that she actually tells wannabe L estat that
she didn't know anyone who would want to kill or commit genocide against vampires and that if she did she
So good that she ignores that she is deeping with someone on aregularly irregular basis who has no issue
with Other genocide. So good | can imagine her saying its ok as long as you don't do it in front of me and its
not anyone | actually know or interact with. (She's the type that completely ignores everything wrong with
him, has a he can be changed idea, and an out of sight out of mind mentality) So good that she ignores the
genuine and out of character fear that her friend IMMEDIATELY had when meeting Cain. So good ignoring
that her friend's fear was justified since sheis an Other which Cain would have no problem killing (and he
might have even been or will be responsible for the death of her family or friends at some point) if it wasn't
for her association with her. Shoot he might even kill her any way later on down the line. So good that its
like everything he has done within the last 5 seconds could be erased with one touch. So good that she
ignores that he treats her like a booty call or FWB at least. So good that she ignores his harsh words, that he
kissed her the next day like nothing then kissed his wife later in the same day in front of her. Interesting how
flexible he iswith his vows and the interpretation of God's word but not so much when it comes to Others.
So good that based on her actions she forgets they're not in an exclusive relationship no matter how many
time she says they aren't and that she doesn't see him for YEARS at atime. He can say he's separated al he
wants but he is married and he even admitted that the love with hiswife was/is real and something that deep
doesn't just go away which is obvious by his actions. | get that he is millions/billions of years old but if
you're separated and those feelings and actions are still there that separation doesn't count so much and
considering hislife span or how long they've been married 400yrsisn't really that long.

| aso dislike how she began referring to all vampires as monsters like Cain and not really caring what
happened to them because of what has happened to her. | get it | do but still | actually thought she would be
stronger than that considering her arguments against Cain up to that point. Hate the fact that she was made to



feel guilty about her argument with Cain at the end of the book asif she made aterrible mistake or
something. | was like GTFOH with that! Seriously! | was all happy like finally she is breaking away from
the D, but then guilt and regret. For what | don't know. Other than their character flaws | liked this book. |
liked the idea of her services being needed in that community and seemed readlistic to me. Even though | can't
STAND those two | can't wait to read whats next and | HOPE HOPE HOPE for some more growth on their
part and introductions to more Other key players...that hopefully puts those two in their place lol sorry
couldn't helpit lol

Kathryn Allen says

Full of supernatural delights with characters who are funny and cool and way sexy.

Juls says

Cassandra, who has a sixth sense, just wantsto live her life in harmony. She knows there is more out there,
that we share this world with other beings and even dated a vamp herself. Even her assistant Medea is of the
paranormal variety. Knowing this she still wantsto seethe good iniit all.

Cassandra owns a dating service that catersto vamps. Little does she know that her own livelihood is what's
causing her to have run ins with unsavory characters. Not only is her company at stake but so is her life.

Sheisawitty and funny character that doesn’t take it from anyone laying down. She wantsto fight to keep
what she has and even though half the time she gets lucky, she is ableto physically fight off the bad guy.

Cassandra s love interest Cain has come to her every few years. He is a complete mystery to her but she will
take him when he' s available to her. But Cain is way more than she ever thought and there’s still more
secrets he' snot willing to reveal. There were afew shocking revelations regarding what heis and who Val is
to him. I’'m not sureif their so called relationship can handle the stress.

| really loved the relationship that built around Cassandra and her assistant Medea. They were just co-
workers but by the end of the book they became friends who kicked butt together. | cant wait to see more of

their adventures together cuz I’ m sure its not over ;)

Overadll it was afun read.




