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The Weiser Book of the Fantastic and Forgotten features classic stories by masters of occult fiction including
Dion Fortune, Edgar Allan Poe, Oscar Wilde, H. P. Lovecraft, Bram Stoker, Marie Corelli, R. W. Chambers,
and more--the very authors and tales that inspired modern masters like Stephen King, Neil Gaiman, and Nic
Pizzolatto. Edited and introduced by leading occult author and scholar Judika llles, this selection of timeless
taleswill thrill and chill readers down to their bones.

Illes writes, "These collected stories are each powerfully evocative; forgotten in the manner of long-buried
treasure. | hope to remedy this situation, transforming the status of these tales from forgotten to favorite. |
confess: thereis not asingle story in this collection that | do not enjoy, even after repeated readings.

While wonderful if read silently, the tales reveal their nuances, humor, and suspense with even more
potency, if read aloud. During the dark, eerie hours, when the wind is blowing and the ghosts are roaming
outside, the night can be filled with pleasant terror."

While not all of the stories are forgotten, they are all fantastic. They make us think. They introduce and
explore possibilities: things that perhaps could happen.

They encourage our minds to venture beyond the mundane into the realm of the fantastic, to question and
redefinereality. Above all, they entertain.
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From Reader Review The Weiser Book of the Fantastic and
Forgotten: Tales of the Super natural, Strange, and Bizarre for
online ebook

Stewart Tame says

| received this book for free from a Goodreads giveaway. | don't believe that that affected my opinion of it,
but felt | should point that out, just in case ...

At first glance, | wasn't sure what to make of this book. Based on the cover, | was expecting some
compendium of esoteric facts and allegedly true tales of real hauntings and/or mysterious creatures and the
like. But, reading the back cover copy, | discovered that it was fiction, short stories dealing with the
supernatural and the bizarre. And what a collection of writers: Poe, Lovecraft, Oscar Wilde, Bram Stoker,
Arthur Machen, R.W. Chambers, and more! | think what sealed the deal for me was Lord Dunsany, whose
work I've found, over the years, is always worth reading.

Judikallles has done aremarkable job of curating this collection. The lineup is a pleasing mix of familiar
and unfamiliar names, and, in the case of the former at |east, she's chosen lesser known tales that only
hardcore fans of those writers will likely have encountered before--okay, yes, "The Monkey's Paw," is an
exception, but, as she points out in her introduction, while many people may be familiar with the general
story, comparatively few have actually read the original. Her brief introductions to each story are interesting
and highly informative--1 had no idea, for instance, that Algernon Blackwood had not only worked as an
artist's model, but had actually posed for a painting by Robert W. Chambers (both writers have storiesin this
book.)

Overall, thisis an excellent anthology of classic horror tales. It lends itself very well to being read aloud by
flickering candlelight. While | was previously familiar with the work of afew of these writers, | can see that
I need to seek out books by quite afew more ... Highly recommended!

Ryan says

Some very good, relatively unknown gothic horror in here. My particular favorites were Oscar Wilde's
delightful "The Canterville Ghost," the unnerving "The Y ellow Sign" by Robert W. Chambers, the very short
but powerful "The Guest" by Lord Dunsany, and the intriguing, well-spun tale of horror by Hanns Heinz
Ewers, "The Spider." There were afew other good ones, and a few duds, but this book definitely is agood
compilation.

Cassie says

| received this book through a Goodreads giveaway.

Overal | enjoyed thisbook. It isa collection of excerpts or short stories that are strange and largely
forgotten. If you read alot of classic horror books you may have already seen some of these. For example,



thefirst story is an excerpt from Dracula.

Therest of the stories were kind of a mixed bad. Some where |egitimately weird and interesting and others
were incredibly dull. However, | think the interesting stories made up for the boring ones.

Jennifer says

Great collection of short stories. Gave me a glimpse into some well-known authors that | had yet to read. The
last two stories were my favorite!

Ahmed Addnan Negim says

an Atlantean dose of the golden age of horrors, give us aloophole when we yielding to the atavistic side and
the offspring between the dark and the unknown

Jacqueline Valencia says

Find my review in Spiral Nature Magazine.

Sar ah says

| received this book through a goodreads giveaway.

| was really excited about receiving this book. | like strange stories that feature the supernatural, and | found
Judika Illes introduction to the stories really interesting. Anyone who is interested in the stories of H.P.
Lovecraft or other older writers who featured the supernatural would find this book interesting.

While | did not connect with all of the stories, | did connect with enough of them that | was able to enjoy the
book. This book is acollection of short stories, and as such their is alittle bit of something for everyone.
While | had never read any H.P. Lovecraft stories before, | have read comics inspired by hiswork, and |
have read other fictional stories from the same period. Most of the stories are easily readable even if you are
not used to reading older fiction, and | found that some of the stories felt as if they could have been written
just thisyear. | think thisis a good book for anyone looking to get into strange tales from the past and is a
good jumping off point for discovering authors that are not as well known. | liked that Judika llles chose
stories from those that are very famous currently, along with stories from authors who | had never heard of.




Elhoim Leafar says

Excellent! My first book in english! | Loved! | think... I'll read this again :)




