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A reader-favorite story of love, loss and finding family from #1
New York Times bestselling author Susan Mallery

Computer consultant Parker Hamilton's life is thrown into a tailspin when awoman named Erin Ridgway
suddenly shows up on his doorstep, claiming that he is the father of her four-year-old niece, Christie. But
how can Parker be afather? What will he say to hislong-lost daughter? And why is the beautiful Erin
suddenly giving him a chance to be part of Christie's life?

After Erin Ridgway's sister dies in childbirth, Erin promises herself

shelll do everything she can for her sister's baby, and that includes finding the baby's father. When she finally
meets the reclusive Parker, she wants to give him the chance to know his daughter, but what could alonely
millionaire know about raising alittle girl? And is she just imagining the chemistry between her and Parker?
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Amy says

| would give this 3.5 stars--it was really good but not quite amazing. | enjoyed the characters and the story
was unique. I'm not rating it higher because | didn't fully understand Parker's misplaced sense of
guilt/responsibility for Stacey and especially Robin's deaths. It seemed alittle forced, which is unusual for
Mallery's characters. I'm not sure how this connects to the other Hometown Heartbreakers books; it seemed
more like a standalone novel to me, but | enjoyed Christie and watching how Erin and Parker interacted with
her as much as | did seeing them interact with one another. Christie was definitely the center of this story and
she was adelightful, precocious child.

Suze says

FULL-TIME FATHER

The plot was fine, the characters were likeable- but this story dragged on and on. | usually enjoy this author,
but not so much with this book.

Dinjolina says

My oh my...the hero of this novel is one of those heroes that suffer from the saintly previous loveillness. It is
my least favorite type of 'the ex love' factor in aromantic story. But here? The hero overdid it for al the
other heroes that were weepy when some lame woman they loved died. He was so000 against even thinking
about other women,and somebody that could replace his dear dear dear Robin because he...brace
yourselves... he kills the women he cares for. He killed Robin by pneumonia and the heroine's sister by a
pregnancy. No, thisis not afantasy novel and heis not amagician! Heisjust so full of himself...oh pardon!|
mean heisso full of angst that he thinks the word evolves around him. Around the people he likes. Around
how he will treat women....him him HIM!!! Give me abrake. It went in to narcissism really. So when he
changes hismind | really didn't care because he already ruined the whole book.

Fiona Marsden says

Not sure why | picked this one up to read. | enjoyed Susan Mallery's Sheikh's but not so keen on her current
small town romances.

This particular scenario isone | usually avoid due to ick factor. Hero sleeps with heroine's sister and she gets
pregnant and later dies. Heroine is bringing up baby and finding out Parker is the father, Erin takes four year
old Christie to meet him. Thisis a surprisingly common trope so presumably I'm in the minority about
disliking the scenario.

The story itself iswell written enough with Parker full of angst over the death of hiswife not long before his



drunken one night stand with the sister, Stacey. Of course he has |ots of guilt attached to how callously he
treated her so altogether he thinks he's not a safe bet for any woman.

Erin isthe cautious sister and unwilling to go out on alimb to seize the day.
There is arather eccentric housekeeper who stirs the pot and provides some light relief.

The weirdest thing was the cover picture which shows a scene from the epilogue. Now | like my happy ever
after guaranteed but don't expect it to be so clearly illustrated.

Vikki Vaught says

Great book! | enjoyed the engaging characters and the great plot. Thereisalot of emotion that drove the
plot. The narrater was good as well. Happy reading/listening!

Jodi says

I don't know why thisis part of this series. It has nothing to do with any of the other books

Brandon says

2-1/2 stars.

Ginna Kaiser says

Eeh... Daisy Wheeler has a charming voice has a narrator, but that is about all | can say for this book.
Perhaps though, | am not interested in strictly romance novels. So if you are... giveit ago...

I am fine with romance, but only if it isincluded in a book about people and their lives. | am just not
interested in a book about one couple and the 2 of them getting together and 1 or 2 other people. So
obvioudly if that isyour thing... have at it...

Though, | must say, the writing is not stellar either, but that is just my opinion...

Gigi Ann says

Thisisthefirst time I've read a book by this author. It was not a favorite book for me. | found it very
predictable, repetitive, and | just wanted to tell them to move on and get over the guilt and angst! | was



hoping it would be afun summer easy read, but, found it a bit boring, especially with all the repetition.

Judy says

Susan Mallery books, for me, are either hit it miss. This one was a definite miss. The whole situation,
especially Parker's reaction to finding out he had a daughter, isridiculous. | just couldn't buy the basic
premise of the book.

Nancy says

Need to read more

Jack Vasen says

While the Goodreads title and other places claim this a part of the Hometown Heartbreakers series, there is
absolutely no tie to that series with the possible exception that it also takes place somewherein Northern
California, although not Glenwood.

| usually don't do synopsis, but apparently the publisher didn't write one.

One day Erin Ridgeway shows up at Parker's door and says thisisyour 4 year old daughter by my twin sister
Stacey who died from birth complications. Christie looks so much like Parker that he doesn't question it. Erin
has become Christie's mommy but knows she needs her dad and so they begin to work out a plan for joint
custody. For starters, they will spend a couple weeksin his huge house with him. Kiki, his housekeeper will
be an unofficial chaperone for the adults, for all the good that does. The two weeks turns into awhole
summer.

Christie is precocious and endearing. Erin is a generous and brave single mom. She doesn't ask for money.
Shejust wants Christie to have a dad. Parker fallsin love quickly with his daughter. Parker is not a bad guy
and probably hisworst fault is blaming himself for way too many things.

Erin's backstory is not too sad other than the loss of her sister and Erin's life as a single mom.

Parker's backstory is slowly revealed. It involves the death of hiswife, whom he loved, and a one night stand
with Stacey, but even when fully revealed they don't add much.

That's pretty much it. There is some humor and the two leads dance around their feelings for each other.
Thereisone brief bit of excitement, but even that is not earth-shaking. The charm of the book isin the

relationships and dialog. It's not bad, but it lacks any depth. It's also a quick read.

Mature themes: there is no violence, but there are a couple of explicit love scenes.




Gail says

Other than the fact that this hero had ongoing relationship / commitment issues, this book has absolutely
nothing to do with Mallery's "Hometown Heartbreakers" series. It isn't part of the series, but it shows as such
amost everywhere.

My issue with the book (meaning only 3 stars) isthe little girl, a 4-year old going on 30. There waslittle
childish about her.

The setting was lovely, northern California, abig, beautiful old mansion on the coast. Points for that. And
points for the heroine who was upfront honest and un-possessive about the little girl, regardiess of how much
she loved her niece.

Also the category romance cover is deceiving. It shows a couple - he's holding a child who looks to be 4-5
years old and there isayoung girl, 10'ish or so. Throughout the entire book there is only the young 4-year
old. Picky. Yeah, | know | am.

Sierra says

This book was just okay for me. | found myself getting sick of the hero's constant self-loathing. | believein
taking responsibility for your actions but he took complete blame and responsibility for everything and
everyone. | wanted to shake him and say 'Dude you are not the master of the universe so stop with the guilt
fest'. There were some funny parts (Purple condoms anyone?). | was glad when | finished and was satisfied
with the ending in general.

Zel Polev says

| thought thiswas just an aright book but it wasn't really that compelling. There wasn't anything new in this
book or particularly insightful, it was an entertaining but familiar read.

Hmm...I don't think I'm particularly fond of any scene. Christie was adorable but not enough to stand oui.

My most disliked part of the book is Erin being an armchair psychologist to Parker. | disliked it because she
was so biased. She had feelings for him and she was basically just lashing out over it being not reciprocated.
He didn't know she had feelings for him and he took her diagnosis to heart since she was the experienced one
when it comesto parenting. It worked out in the end | suppose but | really disliked that scene. If that
behaviour was applied to other scenes, she wouldn't come out smelling like roses.

Oh actually, | thought it was particularly weird that her sister's behaviour was brushed off as an act of
romantic. | do appreciate that Erin acknowledged her sister was being really selfish but it was glossed over
since people don't make a habit of speaking ill of the dead. However, she took advantage of Parker being
drunk and it was really scummy of her to lie about being in birth control. Also, twenty three year old is
plenty old enough to know what you are doing. | fedl like the account was sugar coated.

The story revolves around Parker, Christie, and Erin. Parker is a millionaire who was approached by Erin.



She told him she was the father of afour year old he never knew about. He was initially skeptical but a
picture of Christie convinced him. He was apprehensive over being a parent. He was closed off emotionally
due to his upbringing. The death of hiswife also affected him. He had a one night stand with Erin's sister. He
berated her the morning after since he felt guilty. She left and discovered she was pregnant. She died after
she gave birth and pushed all responsibilities of taking care of Christieto Erin. She also didn't tell her who
the father was, therefore, Erin didn't have any support.

Y ears later, Erin discovered it was Parker and wanted Christie to have afather. They have an attraction.
Parker is stuck in his emotionally stunted state. She falls for him. He loves Christie. He wants them both to
stay. Heisworried he'll mess Christie up. Erin struggles with waiting in the sidelines when it comes to
living. She decidesto go for it and stay with Parker. Parker realized he loves Erin and they stay together.

Five years|ater, they have a child and another one on the way. She is afamous artist whose profits go
towards charity for young mothers.




