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Allison Moore does her psychology research from the safety of the internet, where she can study her
subjects' lying ways without the need for pesky human involvement. Online games are the perfect place to
look for liars and have fun at the same time.

Seth Brantley is a fellow professor who can make even economics seem sexy. When he and Allison realize
they've been "researching" in the same game, a face-to-face meeting seems inevitable. After all, they're
practically neighbors-they've been working in adjacent buildings for years.

Fresh from a breakup and afraid to take a risk, Allison wants to keep her affair with Seth strictly electronic...
but she can't deny their virtual antics are hot enough to melt their keyboards. Can Seth convince her to give
up the safety of cybering and take a chance on passion in the real world?
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From Reader Review How to Tell a Lie for online ebook

Britt Marczak says

This was super cute, much like a lot of Del's books. Her books always guarantee me finishing a book with a
huge, silly grin on my face :)

Chasia Lloyd says

Zippy, hilarious, nerdy novella. Seth and Allison have so much fun chemistry between them. The cyber
scenes in this are among the most memorable pieces of smut I have ever read. I have never laughed so hard
during erotic scenes. Not because they were bad! They were so well-written and hilarious and honest.
Refreshing, wonderful read.

willaful says

I read this while traveling so didn't put together a review. Just a few random notes:

-- I loved Seth's screenname, "notmyrealname." This was totally in keeping with his decision to be honest
whenever possible.

-- Seth himself I found a little bland.

-- A scene in which the characters indulge in computer/phone sex while imagining what it would have been
like when they were teenagers was just amazing. One of the hottest scenes I've ever read and they can't even
really touch.

Jessica Alcazar says

I heart nerd love!! :) This little story had a lot of potential, but ...
As a reader, I wasn't really excited about the content, tho. You see, this is the story of  Allison Moore and
Seth Brantley  ... allegedly (lol)
I say allegedly, because it actually reads as the story of Allison getting past her relationship with her ex-
boyfriend, James, so she can try with Seth...so basically, entirely too much of the story revolved around what
James and Allison were instead of what Seth and Allison were becoming..
Which leads to my last little negative point ... the ending was a serious cliff drop! Not a cliffhanger, but a
drop. Like one minute were in a room talking nonsense and the next ...  BAM, ILY, The End ...(not kidding,
just like that!)
Suffice it to say, not only was I surprised at the ending, but I was shocked it was over. And not because of
content or anything (altho ILY came out of left field) but because of how it was presented to us....I'm pretty
sure I stared at my kindle for more than a few seconds just so I could process (lol).
But make no mistake, the Delphine Dryden magic touch is there. I've read several of her works, and every



time, I am captivated by her characters and the ease of her style. And this was no exception. I just wish there
was more Seth than James ....

Michelle(Chelle) aka Nightshade - Cake Whisperer says

This was a sweet little novella. I LOVED Seth. Allison was a little harder to get close too which is why I am
giving this one a 3 star as opposed to a 4 star.

Wollstonecrafthomegirl says

I really, really liked this. A short, snappy novella which did a lot within the word count. Allison is a
psychology professor studying gaming. Her research is based on the text interactions in those big multiplayer
role player style games (like World of Warcraft... maybe... I'm out of my element here, the last time I played
a computer game Lara Croft still had pointy boobs). She's entirely unsure of what she wants out of a
relationship having just got out of a serious one which was entirely wrong for her. She's a bit lost. Enter
'Notmyrealname', a man she's been chatting to online who turns out to be a professor at the same university,
Seth. Seth is perfect for her (perhaps, all round, too perfect) and together they have some amazing cyber sex
and some equally amazing real life sex. It's super, although there's a food scene and those don't work for me.
Allison is unsure despite their connection, everything they have in common and the great sex. She's lies to
Seth about her insecurities and lies to herself about what she wants and whether she's happy, but, with the
help of her friends (all of whom will get books of their own), realizes that fact and goes to Seth. There was
nothing too challenging about this. It flowed well and was an entertaining read, if not anything that will stay
with me for very long. Allison's reluctance about the relationship (her fear that she drifted along in her last
long-term relationship even knowing it probably wasn't right and might be do the same again) didn't quite
hang together for me, particularly given that Seth was so brilliant. Aside from that I've few complaints & I've
already purchased the next in the series.

Note: I'm not sure how it came about (I think I clicked something on Twitter) but received a free copy of this
book in exchange for an honest review.

Molly says

I liked this one, but felt that it could have been a bit more engaging had it been fleshed out to an entire novel.

Liz B says

Delphine Dryden is good--certainly good enough that even when her romances are a bit slow and perhaps not
that interesting, they're still pleasant to read. Good dialogue, good secondary characters--just not good
enough (in this case) to warrant 4 stars from me.

But I did buy the second one.



Ridley says

Great novella that tells a different sort of story and does it in an unconventional way. The hero and heroine
meet within a World of Warcraft-esque MMO and strike up a friendship and mild flirtation. When they
realize that not only are they both college professors using the game as part of their research but that they're
both professors at the same college, things get complicated. Only four months removed from breaking things
off with her fiance, Allison wants to keep their romantic relationship online, but Seth has other ideas.

The online gaming plays a major role in the plot and if the author doesn't play WoW herself, she certainly
did her research. Everything from their chats to each other being pink to the elf dancing like a stripper to the
frustration of dragging poorly-geared PUGs through a raid marked this as WoW to me, and I've been playing
it off and on for, what, eight years now? Their in-game chats grow in flirtatiousness as the story progresses,
and their chat-based sex scenes are charmingly awkward and scorching hot. All the chatting online shows the
couple talking through the wonderful process of discovery that is dating someone new. By the time they
connect in real life for the first time, they have the emotional intimacy of a couple that's been together for
months. This leads the reader to easily read the ending as an HEA, even if forever and ever isn't really
spelled out and would be sort of silly in context.

I have just one complaint. FOOD SEX IS GROSS. There's a long scene at the end involving chocolate
mousse, a paintbrush and lots of licking. This is not hot. In fact, the whole thing made me vaguely nauseated.
I don't know who wants to be coated in sticky food and saliva, but it sure as hell isn't me.

Adele Buck says

Light, fun, and hot. Also currently FREE.

Rosario (http://rosario.blogspot.com/) says

I picked this one up thanks to LizMc2's review, and I'm glad I did.

Allison Moore is a psychology professor. Her current research is on the cues that let you know when
someone is lying in written communications, and she's found massively multiplayer online games the perfect
arena to find research subjects (though how she figures out whether a particular player is, indeed, lying is
never explained... never mind, though, I was able to skip over that).

One of the people she's been chatting with for a while is a player who, her research tells her, is someone who
doesn't lie. As the book starts, their increasingly flirty online relationship turns into something more, when
they realise, through a couple of innocent comments about their respective favourite Indian restaurants, that
they work in the same university. In fact, Seth Brantley is also a professor there, and like Allison, he
originally came to the game for his research (which sounded pretty interesting to this economist, especially
given cases like this).

Their flirtation soon turns into something more, and it's clear from the start that these two are kindred spirits.



However, Allison has just come out of a relationship, and is feeling particularly skittish, so she's reluctant to
start another relationship.

There was a lot to like in this novella. The romance was lovely, in a very sweet, geeky way. Seth and Allison
really click, and they get each other right from the beginning. It was also quite hot, even their initial sexual
encounters, which take place online. Not only did I find these appealing, I thought they emphasised their
mental connection very nicely. I also loved their quiet moments, which showed just how perfect they were
for each other.

Something else I liked was the strong relationship Allison had with her female friends and with her father,
and I enjoyed the setting and the use of the characters' research in the story. Allison's research into lying,
especially, was used to very good effect.

The story wasn't perfect though. My main issue was that I really didn't buy Allison's reasons for being so
reluctant to get involved with Seth. Yes, she's recently come out of a relationship, and it wasn't a good one.
However, this wasn't because there was some sort of traumatic abuse there, but because her partner just
didn't get her at all. He didn't see her as an individual, and just projected what he wanted from a future wife
onto her. And Allison stayed with him much longer than she should have. She ended up leaving him, though,
and it didn't sound to me like she was particularly broken up about it. I just couldn't make the connection
between "I dated a guy who didn't know who I really was and didn't care" and "therefore I'm reluctant to get
involved with this sexy guy to whom I'm ridiculously attracted and who totally gets me". That was a little bit
frustrating.

In addition to this, the ending was terribly abrupt. The book just... ends, in what felt like the middle of things.
It really needed a little bit more there. I don't need everything tied up in a nice little bow, but sex - hurried
exchange of declarations of love - the end, is just not enough.

Still, a good one, and I will definitely try this author again. She does seem to have a few which are BDSM,
though, which is not my thing at all, so I'll need to avoid them.

MY GRADE: A B-.

Talltree says

Couldn't get past sample....boring

Maria Rose says

This sexy and fun romance (a re-release of a story first published in 2009) is the story of Allison and Seth.
When they meet in an online gaming forum, it's all fun and games - until they discover inadvertently that
they are both professors at the same school and are playing the game for research purposes (though truthfully
they are having a pretty fun time doing it). Given the chance to meet up in real life, can they take the
relationship they've built online and turn it into the real deal?

I loved this story! This is the first novel I've read where both characters are into online gaming in a really



hard core way, and the descriptions of the gaming and their online interactions felt very realistic. Allison's
psychology research involves discerning truth telling in online chats and she's searching for clues from her
anonymous participants in how they 'talk' online since she isn't able to get the normal visual clues that
indicate if someone is telling the truth. She's always thought that the man with the screen name
"Notmyrealname" (ha!) came across as an honest individual. Seth on the other hand is studying economics in
relation to game playing. Meeting up in person means they won't be able to use each other in their research
as the anonymity will be lost, but they get one better - the chance to meet in person someone they've
interacted with online, and discover that they have quite the attraction to each other. Allison is more reserved
than Seth, and when their computer chatting turns intimate, she surprises herself by jumping head first into
an affair (electronic at the start) with a man she hardly knows. But Seth is patient and sweet and generous
and she soon discovers that a real relationship with him is better than any she's ever had before. Allison has
trust issues, ones that make it easier for her to be more free in the privacy of her home than in person. But
Seth takes care to make Allison feel at ease. He comes across as a genuinely nice, friendly and caring person,
and I really liked his character. They share some pretty steamy scenes together both online and off, and I
swear, their chat scene where they re-enact what it would have been like if they'd been making out as
teenagers was spot on.

There are some very interesting secondary characters in the story as well (Seth's brother Drew and Allison's
cousin Tess in particular) whose stories I'm looking forward to reading in other books in the series. There is a
sweet and satisfying ending to the story, and I really enjoyed everything about it. A unique, sexy romance,
and one I had a hard time putting down once I started reading. 4.5 stars.

Note: a copy of this story was provided by the author for review.

Serena says

I was hooked by the premise instantly--two gamers who meet anonymously online turn out to be profs
working in the buildings across from one another--and read it virtually in one sitting. It's smoothly & smartly
written, the characters are loveable, and their neuroses and conflicts believable. Del's backlist, here I come!

Katrina Passick Lumsden says

Surprisingly good. Well-written, good characters, a proper amount of steam for the genre, and a good length
for this kind of read (there's a double entendre in there somewhere...).

Allison does kind of get on the nerves a couple of times with her silly indecisions, but thankfully her friends
are there to (figuratively) slap some sense into her, and since it's not a lengthy read, the reader isn't tortured
with her idiotic indecision for very long.

The ending, however, felt extremely abrupt.


