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The Endless Quest...

Troubles and delays continued to mount as Garion, Belgarath, Polgara, and the company pursued Zandramas
across the known world. Possessed by the Dark Destiny, she had stolen Garion's infant son for aritual that
would destroy all that men valued.

She was always one step ahead, taunting and spying on them, flying over in the form of a great dragon. Her
armies, led by a Demon Lord, threatened on one side; on the other were the forces of Emperor Zakath,
seeking to capture them.

Somehow, as the Seeress of Kell had warned, they had to be at the Place Which Is No More for theritual at
the same time as Zandramas, or face disaster. But where that might be they till had no clue.
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S. Pear ce says

If you like fantasy, aren't troubled by uncomplicated plots, don't really mind that characterisation is pretty
thin, then you will like this book. Most of the characters are annoyingly smug. | think my favourite character
of them all isthe wolf, who appears towards the end of the book, because her simple understanding of the
world about her is afresh change from the frequent smarmy comments of the other characters. It might
sound like I didn't enjoy this book, but | did. Thisis because | read the book early in the morning, on my way
to work, when my brain has barely switched on, and the easy, reasonably predicatabl e storyline, the magic,
the monsters and demons, isjust what | need at that time of the day. Along with my cup of coffee.

Michelle says

| read the Bellgraid and the Malloreon about 10 years ago nhow, SO my memory isn't up to a synopsis of the
series or anything, but I did highly enjoy them then, they still grace my shelves now, and | hope to reread
them in the near future.

These books are great for the reader that enjoys fantasy series reading (so if you prefer a one off, try
something else). They develop an amazing story and history that kept me engaged. The two series are
intimately related/connected. The world is more of ahigh fantasy setting with magic and prophecies (lighter
than Tolkien's writing, but more in depth than Anne McCaffrey's).

| would recommend this book to teens and adult readers of the Harry Potter series, Tolkien fans, and Pern
fans.

Jonel Boyko says

I love the in depth history and geography that Eddings develops here. | could easily picture travelling
alongside the characters while they were on their quest. The sense of inevitability was inescapable. The
different uses of the will & the world kept me entertained as the increasing intensity of the plot had me glued
to the pages.

The characters were alot of fun too. | truly enjoyed the time | spent with them. | love how each of them
stood out on their own, yet really fit together as a group as well. The well-developed accents for each region

really serve to bring this world together while also allowing each person to stand out.

Thiswas avery entertaining tale that has me dying for the conclusion of this high intensity tale.

Sam says



Asthe fourth in the Malloreon series this book sees things get serious, setting up the characters and the story
for the finale to come. Here our intrepid crew manage to uncover an undamaged version of the Ashabine
Oracles, avital piece of the puzzle that |eads them to the next stage in their quest and the very thing that
allows Garion to see the truth behind what he might have to sacrifice to stop Zandramas' plans. As our heroes
continue their quest war breaks out amongst the various factions and races that have been stirred up by
Zandramas and her henchment as they lead the world to the edge of destruction. While the writing doesn't
offer much more than the previous novels, the story and the characters have become warm and familiar
making this ajoy to read despite its flaws and somewhat predictable events and outcomes. Bring on the epic
final book in all its good vs evil glory (as| bet that's exactly what it's going to be).

?Ruth? says

Still very much enjoying this five-book series and now look forward to the final denouement in the last of
this epic.

For anyone thinking of reading the Malloreon | would suggest you get the whole set, since each book isa
continuation of the story and they are more like five parts of the whole, than separate books.

Jennifer says

The ongoing challenges facing our Heroes continue to grow in danger and the levels of deceit reach new
heights. We meet a new disciple and anew prophet. Things are a changing!

Nate says

Fluffy, silly, and fun

The Malloreon books are, let's be honest, not incredibly well written. All the main characters have started to
sound the same, they all use the same idioms and expressions, and things got far too well for them. It'slike a
band of Mary Sues.

| still love this book.

It's fun to read, the events and writing are fun and good enough to be enjoyable. It's not war and peace, but
it's still afun read.

Mark Oppenlander says

Before starting this review, | read afew plot summaries of this book to refresh my memory (I've since started
the fifth book in the series and | didn't want to conflate them) and | also read afew reviews, just to see what
some other peopl e thought. These actions confirmed two things for me: First, that there isn't actualy all that
much plot in these novels and second, that thereis alot of repetition of themes and ideas.



The fourth installment of The Malloreon finds our heroesin the far Eagt, still traveling toward a
confrontation between the two destinies. As with previous books in the series, they travel to various locations
and have relatively brief encounters with avariety of people, seeking out information. In this case, they

travel through the island nation of Melcena, followed by Peldane, Gandahar and eventually Darshiva. They
meet up with a sorcerer who is covertly teaching at a college, a drunken Melcene noblewoman, a pig farmer
and aformer Grolim. In each case, they learn snippets of information that might be useful to them in their
eventual confrontation with Zandramas. But for the most part, it feels asif Eddings provides these scenes as
away of doling out exposition to his readers, one small chunk at atime.

Belgarion and his companions continue to travel just days behind Zandramas, the Child of the Dark. There
are only brief moments of action and in most cases the resolution of any given conflict, physical or
otherwise, is never really in doubt. The most momentous thing to happen in this volume is that Emperor
Zakath recaptures the traveling party and must be convinced to let them go. There is also a rather spectacular
revelation about Durnik near the very end, although it didn't feel like as big a deal as Eddings seemed to
make it out to be. We already knew Durnik was a sorcerer so why shouldn't he also be (view spoiler). | found
the reactions of the other characters alittle confusing on this score.

It'sinteresting to consider how popular these books were when they were first written in the 1980's and early
90's. Was thistruly the gold standard of the fantasy genre? Terry Brooks Shannara seriesis better than this
and, depending on your tastes, so are the The Chronicles of Thomas Covenant, although the latter probably
wouldn't be acceptable for younger readers. My guessis that these books were so immensely successful
because they read quickly, were easy to digest and the public was absolutely starved for fantasy content in
the wake of the renewed interest in The Lord of the Ringsin the late 1970's. Now, we have so many more
options for good fantasy - in awide variety of subgenres - that a mediocre series such as this probably
wouldn't past muster and get published. Or if it did, it wouldn't make much of a splash.

My biggest complaint at thistime (beyond the fact that the pattern of the books has become extremely
repetitive and that nothing much really happens in them) is that there are too many characters and Eddings
doesn't really offer us sufficient time with any of them. Although a part of the fellowship, Ce'nedra barely
appears in this book. Others, such as Sadi or Toth, get only incidental mentions. And a brief section that
takes us back to the lands of the West reminds us that there are awhole slew of other characters who are
languishing back there, including Queen Porenn and Barak. | felt that Eddings would have been better off to
commit to going deep into the exploration of two or three of these characters and willfully ignoring the rest
than trying to remind us that everyoneis still there. Instead, this felt like one of those massive superhero
movies where everyone's favorite characters are present, but each one gets about 30 seconds of screen time.
The characters who get the most attention (Polgara, Belgarath, Belgarion, Silk, Beldin and Durnik) continue
to behave in exactly the same ways they always have; there is nothing new here.

I'm eager to wrap this series up, but my hopes are not high for the final volume. These books offer very little
suspense and no significant emotional attachment for me; Eddings' seemed focused on episodic action and
world-building, however the emotional stakes and character development are thin. But perhaps | will be
pleasantly surprised with the finale.

Narilka says

Sorceress of Darshiva is the fourth book in The Malloreon by David Eddings. The never ending quest!
Trouble and delays seem to plague Garion and the party in their efforts with Zandramas always staying one



step ahead. With Demon Lords and enemy forces on one side and agents of Emperor Zakath trying to capture
them on the other, the party will need to hurry if they want to make it to the Place Which IsNo Morein time.
Assuming Belgarath can figure out what that phrase means.

Thisvolumeis all about setting the stage for the final book. It's not boring and the pacing is decent, just alot
of activity and travel happensin a short time. The constant threat to the world also feels a bit lessened in this
book due to the need to rush everyone from one task to the next so the bad guys, while there, aren't quite as
menacing as they were in previous installments. Thisis the book where Durnik gets a chance to shine, which
isnice as he's not really had his moment. His major scene is one of my favoritesin this series. Also love the
addition of the she wolf and her pup. It's too bad they weren't in the series more towards the beginning.

MrsJoseph says

| find it rather strange that The Belgariad and The Malloreon are my favorite series. | read this series every
year [at least] but | still see so many issues in the way women are characterized. But it’s still my favorite
series. When | have reading slumps or I’m feeling out of sorts, thisisthe seriesthat | alwaysturnto. | seeit’s
faults (characterization, slow pace, repetition, etc) but | ill loveit. And | recommend it (to people who like
old school Fantasy) quite often. So even though alot of the below are complaints, don't get it twisted: |
LOVE thisseriesand | will be reading it again in 2018 (ooorrrr maybe again in 2017).

With that said, let’s get started!!

Love this quote about Belgarion!

"There was some turmoil in Katakor, your Majesty - up around Ashaba. It was the sort of thing
one might associate with Belgarion - strange lightsin the sky, explosions, that sort of thing.
P21

So. Let'stalk Nadraks and sexism. Women - all women - are property in Nadrak. The way the authors made
this"ok" isthat the owners of the women aren't allowed to touch them, they just own them. *rolls eyes* The
Nadrak women all carry sharp knives that they use to cut any man who would dare touch her person without
permission. And because they're feisty! *rolls eyes* The woman also gets 1/2 of her "sale price" when/if her
owner decidesto sell her. The typical Nadrak woman does not get married until she's been with the man for
some time and (usually) have had at least 1 child by him. Though marriage can happen without children.

But because women are property — sometimes they are required to wear a collar and chain. Need | say more?

You know, | will! Let’stalk the characterization of [basically al] women who are designated antagonists.
Starting with this book and Zandramas, the current Child of Dark (she's the Big Bad):

"Anyway, among his [ Naradas] followers there was a young Grolim priestess named
Zandramas. She must have been about sixteen then, and very beautiful, 1've heard. Naradas
reintroduced the old forms of worship, and the altar in the Temple at Hemil ran with blood."
He shuddered. "It seems that the young priestess was the most enthusiastic participant in the
Grolimrite of sacrifice — either out of an excess of fanaticism, or innate cruelty, or because she



knew that this was the best way to attract the eye of the new archpriest. There are rumors that
she attracted his eye in other ways as well. She'd unearthed a very obscure passage in the Book
of Torak that seemto say that the rite of sacrifice should be performed unclad. They say that
Zandramas has a striking figure, and | guess the combination of blood and her nakedness
completely inflamed Naradas. |'ve heard that things used to happen in the sanctum of the
Temple during the rite | cannot be described in the presence of ladies."

P115

When Zandramas first became possessed by the Dark Spirit, she

"...reached the edge of the city, she stripped off her clothes and ran naked into the forest."
P115

What iswith constant association of “bad women™ and “ sexually active but unmarried?’ | haveto say it
doesn’'t pass the smell test.

For another example, we need to ook back at book two of this series, The King of the Murgos. The King of

the Murgos has another female antagonist, Chabat. Chabat also had sex with her Archpriest - aswell as
another Grolim priest while performing disgusting rituals. Chabbat was described as once beautiful (she

scarred herself for religion) but after her scarring ritual was referred to as “that scar-faced hag.” Chabat was

also innately cruel and delighted in blood. Hmmmmmm

And thisisjust another passing quote about Polgara being an Alorn — even though Belgarath the Sorcerer

will negate all of this.

"Polgaraisan Alorn? 'Zakath sounded surprised.

"Use your eyes, man. Her hair's dark, I'll grant you, but her twin sister was as blonde as a wheat
field. Look at her cheekbones and her jaw. | rule akingdom of Alornsand | know what they
look like. She and Liselle could be sisters.”

P198

Favorite Quote:

I'm very disappointed in you, Kheldar. Y ou're a spy, an assassin, and athief. Y ou cheat at dice,
you counterfeit money, and you're unscrupulous with married women. Y ou swindle your
customers outrageously and you soak up ale like a sponge. Y ou're the most corrupt man I've
ever known, but you refuse to transport afew harmless little compounds that will make your
customers very happy."

"A man has to draw the line somewhere," Silk reply loftily.
-31 Omnibus Edition



Sarah says

Have | mentioned how nifty it isto have the Main Evil Guy be, in fact, awoman? And not a shriveled old
crone of awoman, even?

| didn't know Leigh Eddings died in February of this year. Thank you, Leigh, for making sure we got as
many good female characters as males in these series.

Jane Jago says

Warming up nicely now. But | still wish Garion had a bit more side to him...

Bret says

A well written book. Enjoyed reading it.

Murat Kahveci says

Serinin 4. kitab?. Di?er 3 kitapta oldu?u gibi bu kitapta karakterlerin iyi iZlenmesi aralarda siirpriz olaylar
olmas?ile kendisini okutturuyor. Bu serinin bir filmi yap?sane giizel olurdu diye gegiyor insan?n akl?ndan.

Denae Christine says

Out of all the battles they had, someone finally got injured! Bruised. For a couple days. And it wasn't even an
important character.
Okay, so | find books more interesting when characters have to struggle through injuries every now and then.

Very repetitive. Attacks, storms, lots of traveling, any problems are solved in a chapter or two. It felt like a
bunch of miniature episodes of adventure instead of one super-duper long one. Not even a middling sized
one. If they had come up against the demons more, or Zandramas's competitors more, then it might have felt
more connected. Instead, the main characters managed to avoid alot of the fighting and hardly got involved.

Matt Braymiller says

Of the five book in the Malloreon series, this oneis probably the slowest. SO many things need to happen,
and Eddings shoved many of them into this volume to set up the final confrontation in the last book. As such,
this one can be a bit disjointed in its pacing. But, it has the epic scene with Durnik iniit, so of course | likeiit.



Onto thelast book! | wonder if it will end the same way asthe last time | read it?

Sotiris Karaiskos says

Shortly before the end, in the fourth book in the series, our heroes continue to roam in the war zone, trying to
make sense out of the various prophecies to be able to find the place of the final confrontation. Of course this
work isnot easy at al, but it slowly seems to be getting untagled and they understand what they have to do.
In short, there is not much happening and the book is more a preparation for the last one where everything
will be decided. In general, however, | feel that the series begins to lose momentum and somehow becomes
tedious and repetitive, so fortunately is completed the next book that 1'm sure will have more interest.

AY0 TIPIV TO T?A0C, OTO T2t PTO PBIBA?0 TNC OEIP?E Ol PPWEC LA EEAKOAOLOOV VA TEPIP?POVTAL
OTNV EUTIPAEUN (VN TPOOTOVTAC VA By?A0UV K pr) HE TICG Ol 2POPEC TPOPNTE?EC VIO VO UTIOP?00UV
va Bpouv ToV T?1o ?1mou Ba YVEl N TEAIK? avap?tpnaorn. PuoiK? aut? 10 ?pyo Toug dev VAl
KOB7A0U €7KOA0 OAA? O1Y? O1Y? @O VETAL TO TPYUOTO VO EUTAPKOVTAL KOI HE KATAAOBA 0LV TI
OKPIB?C TR?TEL VO KoLV, ME A0 A0 eV YVETAL KOl TOAA? TPYUOTA KAl TO BIA70 eval
TEPICC?TEPO U720 TIPOETOILAC?0 VIO TO TEAEUTO?0 210U Ba Kp1BoV Kal Ta TTAVTA. [eEVIK?TEPA, WG,
XW TNV a?200n0n 2t N oe1p? apx2(el va X VEL T SUVOUIK? TNC KAl K?2TwG VA YVETOI KOUPAOTIK?
KOl ETOIVOAQUBOVUEVN, OTI?TE EUTUYX ?C OAOKANPVETOI OTO ETTPUEVO BIBA?0 TIOL €2Ua1 GYOUPOC 2Tl
Ba ?XEl TEPLOC?TEPO EVAIAP?POV.

M attias says

Eddings Sagan om Mallorea &r ett intressant verk och mot slutet av serien blir det valdigt tydligt att ingen av
bockerna stér sig speciellt brafor sig sava. Att hela serien &r ett verk som ska betraktas och |&sas
tillsammans &r inte ovanligt, men extratydligt i det har fallet. | takt med att beréttel sen knyts ihop och
uppldsningen nalkas sa forklaras ocksa mycket av de handelser och skeenden som byggt upp de tidigare
bockerna. Lite ovantat, men det hér & en bra bok, och l&mnar en spénd forvantan infor uppl Gsningen!

Alan Gallagher says

| read these books as a kid and they were great then. As|'ve grown older, I've noticed the detracting factors
from the quality of writing to the originality of the story - but my nostalgiawins through. This series- The
Mallorean - does not have as many good qualities as the first, but again, nostaglia. This serieswill always be
aclassic for me. Will update once I've read them again.

Mollie Clarke says

A fitting lead up to the final book. A lot happens in this book, some of which will be ainteresting but
pleasant surprise to the reader. Nearing the end of their journey Garion and his friends find themselvesin a



lot of sticky situations in this book. An enjoyable and exciting read for a book which may be considered the
hardest to get right. | can't wait to read the last and final book of the series.




