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support, a true friendship and eventually, deep, heart-stopping love. Until the day something pushed them
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Now, over the course of a day and a night, Jared and Mia will finally talk about how it all went wrong. How
something which seemed so perfect and true, was so easily broken. And just when they think they’ve found
their way back to each other, their love, will once more be put to the ultimate test.

Sometimes, you never realise how much you can hurt the one you love.
Sometimes, you never realise the lengths you’ll go to, to help someone you love.
And sometimes, you never realise just how stubborn love can be.
Because it’s impossible to let somebody go, when you never stopped loving them in the first place.
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From Reader Review Stubborn Love for online ebook

Trisha ❊ Devoured Words says

4 to 4.5 Stars.

I truly enjoyed reading the companion novel to the I Love You series, this was Mia's and Jared's story.
Their past and present, evolves with the two of them and how did everything go wrong. What is so
stubborn about their love or who is the stubborn love? The title just is what is says and it was
beautifully executed. It was in both their POVs so you get to be in their minds and see what makes
them tick. Which I loved. Jared is a sweetheart just LOVE him. Mia is a very complex heroine and
you'd understand that from the beginning.

We get to see Luke a lot and see Ash too. I loved that but this timeline basically ends to the end of I
LOVE YOU TO DEATH so you don't see the after which obviously will happen with I LOVE YOU,
ALWAYS. So yes. YOU MUST READ I LOVE YOU TO DEATH if you want to understand the
timeline of each story.

It was unique, beautiful, compelling and stubborn. I just LOVED it. Stayed up all night to finish it.

It was weaved so beautifully you just don't know where your emotions start and where it ends!

Looking forward to I LOVE YOU, ALWAYS.

Ellen ✦ Book Bellas ✦ says

So I am huge fan of 'I Love You to Death' and was thrilled to read an advance copy of ‘Stubborn Love’. Two
things you should know about this story: it take place parallel to ILYTD, and it moves back and forth
between the past and the present. Flashbacks can be difficult to write but Natalie Ward absolutely hits it out
of the park! The first thing I thought when I was reading Stubborn Love was that this book should be made
into a movie, pronto. The writing, the setting, the story, all perfection. I absolutely love Jared, who is
passionate, sexy and honest. What more can you ask for?

“Don’t ever think that I don’t want you Mia.”
“Because I do, more than you’ll ever know.”

This is Jared and Mia's story. Mia is Luke's sister from ILYTD, and Jared and Luke were roommates and
band mates. The story alternates between Jared and Mia's POV, which I loved. It is very difficult to write in
both alternating POV's and in flashbacks but Ms. Ward is an incredibly gifted writer and she effortlessly
switches back and forth between time frames and POV's.

Stubborn Love is an beautiful love story and has lots and lots of heat (like, a lot), passion and emotion. The
entire story really only takes place over 24 hours but you get to witness almost the entire lifespan of a
relationship because of the flashbacks. I was already a big fan of this author (sorry to repeat myself) and now



I can't wait to read more of her writing, when Luke's POV is released!

**ARC provided by the author in exchange for an honest review.**

Nikki Young says

Wonderful story about lost love and the rekindling of something that was always meant to be. Beautiful,
unique storytelling. Loved it.

Smitten's Book Blog says

★ COVER REVEAL ★
Stubborn Love, by Natalie Ward

Major, super big squeeee! I absolutely ADORED Natalie Ward's first book, I Love You To Death, so if you
haven't read that, get on it. it was one of my 5+ star reads last year! It's soooo sad, but soooo good!

So, obviously, I'm mega excited to read her next book, Stubborn Love, which is a spin off from ILYTD!
And here is the awesome cover reveal. What a beaut!

To celebrate, Natalie is hosting a giveaway, so don't forget to enter that at
http://www.rafflecopter.com/rafl/disp...

Links to both of Natalie's books below...

I Love You To Death (I Love You, #1)
UK AMAZON: http://www.amazon.co.uk/I-Love-You-De...
US AMAZON: http://www.amazon.com/I-Love-You-Deat...

GOODREADS >>> http://www.goodreads.com/book/show/16...

My review - http://smittensbookblog.wordpress.com...

Stubborn Love (I Love You, #2)
Release Dates: September 2013 (exact date to be finalized very soon)

Fanny says

Holy shit.



Excuse me while I fangirl a little LOT about Jared & Mia's story. That was beautifully magic

I loved it, loved every seconds of it! It's an heartbreaking story, and you can see all the hurt and anger
through the characters. They love each other but so many things is going on between them it's crazy how
they restrain themselves.

I was so happy at the end because they finally find a way to get through this shit.

Fist, Jared. Wow. So, um, he's yummy. And the way he talks. Sighs. So sexy. I wasn't expecting to like him
so much, but I do, oh damn right, I do.

Mia. Oh Mia. You broke my heart into pieces. Literally. I was like that the whole time you talked.

.

I CAN'T HANDLE YOUR PAIN. I AM SORRY

So, basically, between crying, laughing my ass off and drooling over Jared, I found this book pretty
awesome.

I still love I Love You to Death more tho, because I have the feeling (maybe it's just me and my weirdo self)
that Stubborn Love is a lot more about lust and desire than love. I know, I know, they loved each other, I
can see that, but you compare it to the love shared between Luke and Ash, it's completely different, and I
love, yeah I do, Luke & Ash better, at least their story.

Anyway, awesome read, I'm so not disappointed, I love you Natalie, you're an amazing author.

And the soundtrack, damn, it's like she put all my favorit songs on it.

Mia Asher says

This book...I have to write a review for it still but I'll tell you one thing about it...or a few, lol.
It's smart.
It's sexy.
It's beautiful.
It's stubborn...
It's brilliant.

LOVE IT.

Full review to come...



Lisa Kane says

Mia is Luke’s sister from I love You to Death. Jared is Luke’s roommate and fellow band member. The story
is told in a series of flashbacks going back 4 years and is in alternating POV’s between Mia and Jared. In the
present Mia and Jared have broken up and Mia is heartbroken and trying to make amends. Jared is trying his
best to ignore her and to just keep going. That’s where the flashbacks begin.

“I want her arms to wrap themselves around my shoulders as I pick her up and take her down to the
beach, to a hidden spot where I can kiss her all over. Where no one will find us, where we can pretend,
for just a minute, that nothing else, including all of our problems, even exists.But I don’t. I do nothing
but stand here, watching our reflections in the glass door.
Unable to move at all.”

Four years ago Jared called Mia to tell her Luke had been beaten up by their father. Mia flew to Boston to be
with Luke and she and Jared formed a bond, this connection was something that pulled them towards each
other despite their long distance lives. One drunken night, Mia attempts to seduce Jared and as much as he
wants her, he wants her sober. They never talk about it, but their feelings for each other are there. As Luke
healed and Mia left to go back home they stayed in touch and formed more of a romantic relationship.

Back and forth Mia travels and with each visit she and Jared fall for each other a little more. When they
finally give in and become intimate, let’s just say they make up for lost time! But Mia is determined that
Luke not find out about them. She doesn’t want to strain the friendship that Jared and Luke share. Luke has
worked hard at getting away from their father’s control and she doesn’t want to ruin the life he has built. In
the meantime, Luke has met Ash and more of his time is taken up with his relationship with her.

“I wonder if this time, our kiss isn’t going to go a whole lot further. I trace her cheekbone with the
same thumb. “I want to as well, Mia,” I tell her. “I’ve always wanted to.” “So kiss me Jared,” she
whispers. “Kiss me like you want it.”

The flashbacks shift to the present and we see the progression of Mia and Jared’s relationship. As close as
they became, there are forces determined to keep them apart. Mia’s art career is taking her to Chicago and
Jared and Luke’s band is starting to make a name for itself. There are secrets Mia is keeping from Jared and
they are creating cracks in their foundation.
As the reasons for their break up become more apparent from the flashbacks, Mia is making some headway
into getting Jared to listen to her and understand how sorry she is and how she wants their relationship back.
The last year has taken its toll on both of them. It seems that things may finally fall into place. Mia’s
revelations are heartbreaking and once again her father is at the root of their problems. Even if they can
overcome their pasts, is there some other evil waiting to end things for all of them?

“I never lost him, but can I have him back. Can I really have him back after everything I did to him?
Can he ever really forgive me?”

I enjoyed this book. I was a big fan of Ward’s ILYTD and loved that she paralleled this story with the events
of the first book. The ending drama of ILYTD is also a game changer for this one. I can’t wait to read Luke’s
POV.



ARC provided in exchange for an honest review

Christy says

3-3.5 Stubborn Stars!!!

Stubborn Love is Jared and Mia’s story. Jared is Luke’s best friend. Mia is Luke’s sister. We are introduced
to both characters in I Love You to Death. Much of this story runs in sync with ILYtD, just from Jared and
Mia’s pov. Mia and Jared meet under not so ideal circumstances. They quickly fall for one another, but they
keep it a secret for a while, because of Luke. When Luke finds out, it’s all good. Their relationship lasts for a
long while, then it falls apart. We don’t know what happens at first, but their story tells it all...

There isn’t a day that goes by that I don’t regret my decision or any of the things I did. There’s
not a day that goes by that I don’t wish everything could be different.

?Mia wants Jared back. Jared. The one guy Mia has ever loved. The one guy she pushed away.

He was my best friend, my whole world, the love of my life, and I pushed him away.

?

To this day, Jared has no idea why his relationship with Mia fell apart. She ended things rather abruptly. All
he knows is that it hurt. It’s been a year and he’s never really gotten over her. Going back and forth, Mia and
Jared explain all that happened in the past and present. We also get an update on where Luke and Ash are.
Mia wants to work things out, Jared still loves her but he’s not moving forward without an explanation. And
he wants the whole story.

My favorite quote:
 

Life is too short to live without the things you want, to not to fight for the things you love...

I Love You to Death was such a fantastic book for me. I gave it 5 stars, I loved the characters, loved the story.
This one fell a little flat for me. It wasn’t that I didn’t like it, I just wanted more from Jared and Mia’s story.
It had a slow start. Once it picked up, it got better. I loved the dual pov. The story went back and forth from
present to past, both pov’s which meant there was ton of repetition. I found myself skimming. A lot. I felt
like I was reading the same scene from the other characters pov way too often. Jared was great. I loved him
in ILYtD. Mia frustrated me. I get the whole reason she did what she did, but after all the build up, it felt
anticlimactic. I liked the book, I just didn’t love it near as much as the first. I will say, Natalie Ward’s writing
is fantastic. I will definitely read more from this author.



Kirsty says

I'm so sad that I have to give this book a low rating, and truth be told I'd say it was more 2.5* but I
just can't give it anymore.

I don't know what went wrong here, but from the beginning I just wasn't feeling the story, the characters or
the writing. I'll start off with the story..

I was a mahoosive fan of I Love You to Death, everything about it was so amazing, and so of course when I
knew Natalie Ward was writing another book about them I was so excited.. it was going to be Luke's book
and I couldn't wait. But then Natalie changed the course of which she was writing, Jared and Mia were
calling to her and they had to come next, I wasn't so excited about them. I couldn't remember their part in the
story and wasn't interested at all. So, on to the actual characters. I had no issue with Mia or Jared, well
maybe I did Mia a little bit. Jared was fine, I actually felt sorry for him (woohoo for some kind of emotional
connection), but Mia? Nope, I had nothing. If I heard her say words along the lines of..  "I want to make it
up to you, I want to explain to you, or I'm sorry for pushing you away"  then I was going to freaking
scream. JUST SPIT IT OUT ALREADY, WOMAN. I knew from the off that when the 'big reveal' finally
came out I was going to be disappointed. I just knew it. The amount of back and forth Mia and Jared went
through to get to the point of her telling him was far too much. I lost interest.

And on to my issues with the writing.. ugh it really pains me to have to write any of this because I really
bloody loved I Love You to Death and I had zero issues with the writing that time around, but here? It didn't
work for me at all. To begin with, the present chapters were told entirely from Mia's POV and that was fine,
and then going back to the past was told in Jared's, again, I had no issue with that. But then as we got on, for
some reason, we were being told the same scene from both of their POV and it got horribly boring. If I read
it in one POV first, I didn't want to read again, I skimmed to try and get the story moving along. It just
bored me.

Oh I don't know why this one didn't work for me like this, but it really wasn't my book at all. Maybe others
will love it, I've certainly seen some shining reviews and that's fine. I totally respect everybody's opinions
and I hope that others love this book, it just wasn't for me. I will continue with the story, and when Luke and
Ash's next book comes out I will be reading.

After thinking about it some more, I've come to realise half the issue (for me) was the length of the book. I
think had this been a novella, a lot of the repetitiveness could have been avoided and I wouldn't have felt so
bored whilst reading. A novella could have achieved more emotional impact by not having all of the back
and forth. Maybe?

Míss Núñez says

This was sadly an excruciating 2.5 Stars for me ....I absolutely loved ILYTD... But I just couldn't connect
with this book at all... I tried ...I really did ... But lord did it drag ... Mia's reasoning for leaving Jared was just
fucking lame!!! I'm so disappointed ,.. I had to force myself to finish it!! Half the time a had to skip through
pages because it was just so repetitive !! I seriously wanted to gouge my eyes out!!!



Gitte TotallyBookedBlog says

Jointly reviewed: http://totallybookedblog.com/2013/08/...

Gitte: What brilliant and clever writing by Natalie Ward. I absolutely loved ‘Stubborn Love’ – loved Mia
and Jared’s story. Loved the fact that I spent one of the most intense days listening to them as if I was in the
same room, sat on tenterhooks wanting them to be okay. Because they’re not okay, they have a lot to sort out
and work through.

“I want him, I need him. I want what was between us….I want that back.” – Mia

“…I’m beginning to realise this girl is just as fucking stubborn as her brother.”

Mia is Luke’s sister and Jared is his best mate; we met them both in book #1 and their story is given to us
through both pov’s and past/present jumps. Some pov’s overlap which I thought was so well thought out, as
we got both reactions to the same scene. As I said; brilliant. It was flawless and so very unique I was glued to
my kindle.

So, ‘Stubborn Love’ runs alongside ‘I Love You to Death’ (I Love You #1) timeframe wise, which at first
confused me slightly, however, I was soon up to speed with where and ‘when’ everything was story-wise.
However, I would recommend either reading book #1 again or refreshing your memory somehow. Though,
perhaps that was just me, as it’s been a long while since I read book #1. What do you think Jenny?

Jenny: I agree Gitte. For those of you who read I Love you To Death a year ago like us, maybe a skim
through is in order before heading into this one. But as you said, once you realise the gist of what is going in
regards to the parallel story and timelines with ILYTD you are in awe of how Natalie Ward did this. My
head was spinning at how she tied everything into that timeframe.

“He told me that life is too short to live without the things you want, to not fight for the things you
love…”

Gitte I love it when a book makes you think. When it tests you and isn’t handed to you on a platter and that is
exactly what Natalie Ward gave us with Stubborn Love. I love the fluidity of her prose and this book was so
beautifully written and so cleverly executed that you are not only gifted a new story and a new
understanding, a new awareness of the characters involved, but you’re also afforded a new perspective on
some of the events which unfolded in I Love You To Death and I was hooked!

I was so excited when I heard we were getting Jared and Mia’s story. They intrigued me in ILYTD. I wanted
to know what caused the animosity and coolness between these two. Just what had transpired between them
that brought them to that point.

“I want whatever is there, waiting to happen between us, to be real. Because at this moment, the
feelings I have for her are the most real thing I have ever felt.”



By allowing us to be with them in “real” time as they shared their pain and stories to the flashbacks where
we witness their relationship develop, well, I have to say I fell in love with these two and their story really
did captivate me.

Gitte: So, Mia and Jared shared a beautiful love a love that grew throughout our peeks at their past history.
A love that started out as a secret in fear of hurting and upsetting Luke, a fear that turned out to be avoidable
and unnecessary.

“I turned her down at a time when she needed someone, something to make her feel good, feel
wanted…”

Their love never faded or died, but their relationship did when Mia put a stop to it for reasons only known to
her.

“He’s fighting for me, fighting to keep me, but I can’t let him.” – Mia

So we join them in the present when an intensely fateful day/night takes place. Mia opens up to Jared and we
hear just why. She didn’t let him or us in easily though, the emotion was palpable and so intense I think I
needed a drink or two to carry on. The flashbacks were beautiful and so very passionate that the balance was
just perfect.

“I know I’ve messed things up and I know I have a lot to be sorry for, but I want him to know that I
am sorry. I want to ask for his forgiveness. I want to try and fix things, no matter how hard it’s going
to be.” – Mia

“…all I feel is regret…” – Jared

Her pain and anguish really did get to me Jenny. I hate when love gets interrupted, but I love second chance
love too, so phew…..My heart ultimately broke for Jared though, because he had no clue as to why or
anything, did he Jenny?

“…it’s his eyes and what I see in them that really kills me. They are filled with hurt. Hurt and regret
and misery and it hits me, like a hard punch in the gut, all the things I’ve done to this man, to this
amazing, beautiful man who I love, so much.”

Jenny: Oh Gitte I felt so sorry for Jared. I adored this man. He was open, honest and really did wear his
heart on his sleeve so you were in no doubt whatsoever about the love he felt for Mia.

“Don’t ever think that I don’t want you Mia.”
“Because I do, more than you’ll ever know.”

The fact that she ostracised him the way she did, the confusion he felt over her coldness towards him really
did throw him for a loop. He honestly had no idea why she acted the way she did.

Listening to them both pour their hearts our via alternating POV’s of the same situations really did make you
feel every bit of anguish, sorrow and complete despair at the miscommunication, the misunderstanding and
the sheer waste of time they spent apart feeling resentment and hurt towards one another.

“God, I miss him. I miss him so badly that it physically hurts. A deep ache, which permanently lives



inside my chest…”

In saying that I did finally understand Mia’s reasoning. She thought she was being selfless but had
misconstrued the situation. Seeing their feelings laid bare to one another, sharing their pain, their hurt, their
love and their anger felt real and it felt raw and I was completely riveted to every minute of it.

“What about me? What about making me fucking happy?”

I cried a few times through this book at the realness of the emotions I felt through the pages.

Gitte: So overall, despite my initial confusion, I absolutely loved this story and all the characters. It was
beautiful and so emotionally intense. Oh and ummm Jared…you naughty naughty man!! That….is…..all…..

“All of the wasted time apart, the misunderstandings and my own stupidity and cowardice, drive us
together, drive us into each other….” – Mia

Jenny: Following this story as it culminated into the tragic events of ILYTD ruined me. I can tell you
now….Luke’s book will KILL me. My heart broke for this beautiful man and the life he had lead. How he
turned out so kind and so loving is beyond me. A true testament to the man himself.

The underlying relationships explored through Stubborn Love were so engaging and beautiful. To witness
the depth of the bond between Mia & Luke was just wonderful. Mia carries so much guilt over Luke’s
childhood and these two have a really special relationship that I loved exploring further in this book.

But this was Mia and Jared’s story and what a story it was. It was heart-breaking. It was frustrating. It was
painful and it was sad.

“For the first time, I can see that both of us have been hurting because of this.”

But it was also beautiful, passionate, intense and extremely moving. I was completely in love with this story.

“It was like I meant nothing to you, as though we and everything we had together, meant nothing to
you.”

You know you’ve loved a book when you finish it with a smile on your face and you need to take that
moment to absorb, to reminisce and you never want to let go of the characters. Yep! That was me with
Stubborn Love.

Oh and yes and I agree G. Jared, you naughty, sexy man!

Gitte: 4.5 Stars
Jenny: 4.5 Stars

ARC Supplied by author in exchange for an honest review

Aubrey says



Everyone knows I have a total lady-boner for Natalie Ward. What can I say? She created Luke.

Now if she had passed on that neat little accent to Luke, she would likely need a restraining order.

Anyway, somewhere in my public declarations of love she decided to throw me a bone, and include me in
this early review business. I may have screamed a bit. How can you have Mia without Luke?

Hey, don’t judge me. Desperate times call for desperate measures.

Little did I expect, I walked away feeling like I need to apologize to Luke for being a dirty whore. But I’m
okay with that, because I became Jared’s dirty whore.

Yes, ladies, Jared is that good.

Stubborn Love is Mia and Jared’s (fittingly stubborn) story. It coincides with ILYTD, but there is
background given as well. For those that are drawing a blank, Jared is Luke’s BFF and roomie. Mia is his
fiery sister. And I heart these two. So. Hard.

Even if the bitch made me cry. A-fucking-gain.

Anyway, what I really like that Natalie did was make this entire book span the length of 24 hours, a rather
significant 24 hours. It’s intense, and definitely stressful, but they aren’t fucking around. We also get both
POVs; Jared in the past, and Mia in the present. We need the past to make sense of the present, and I think
it’s really artistically done.

Way to raise the bar, Natalie. All authors thank you.

Throughout the book we watch them fall in love in the past through Jared, and then fall apart and a desperate
attempt to salvage it through Mia. But she takes her time getting to the why she ended it with Jared, without
any explanation or apparent care. He’s waited a long time to understand how their story went from perfect to
nothing, because Mia just walked away. And unlike us, who can burn their house down and never see them
again, Mia and Jared always have Luke bringing them together.

When Mia finally drops the bomb, it’s a doozy.

"But I can’t, there are no do-overs, only second chances and right now, I’m working hard to convince myself
to try for that second chance before the only thing that’s left is regret."

However, what I wasn’t expecting was Jared’s secret. Holy. Fucking. Shit. I completely forgot what Mia was
going on about when we discover what Jared is hiding – fuck, Natalie.

I needed a drink after that one.

What I love most about Jared, aside from previously mentioned secret, is that he makes Mia work for it. This
isn’t just an apology for some poor choices, he wants her to finally explain it all. And she does, taking us all
on an emotional ride.

And, most importantly, angry Jared is hot.



“I wanted to be everything to you, Mia,” he says, his head falling back against the wall again.

Overall, Stubborn Love is beautiful. It’s real. We watch this couple go through so many emotions, we watch
them scream, cry, and most importantly, we watch them laugh. We watch them heal, both together and apart.
We also watch a little bit of Lukie, and let’s be real, that’s why I even agreed to it in the first place.

We get a little of Luke’s past, because it’s part of Mia and Jared’s story. The love and respect Mia has for
Luke makes me heart them both even more.

"He told me that he hadn’t run away to hide at all, he’d run away to live."

Luke is a big piece in the Mia/Jared puzzle. For the obvious reason of Luke being the link between them, but
Luke and Mia’s past is constantly haunting them, because they’re constantly trying to make up for the
actions of others to one another.

"Escaping from our father changed him, but music and Ash, those two made him. Made him into the person
he is now"

See, Lukie? I’m still eagerly stalking you. But I wasn’t expecting Natalie to turn me into a stalker².

In the end, I decided that Natalie can write. ILYTD was not a fluke, thank fuck. I wasn’t sure how I was
going to explain to my future in-law that she was actually talentless. Dodged that one.

Oh, I almost forgot. This book is hot. Like you’re going to need a cold shower and a drink hot. So, you
know, have the boyfriend or hubby on stand-by.

This amazingly bitchin book will be released on SEPTEMBER 5th, so make sure you take the day off.
You're going to need it.

J *deep in the heart of Texas* says

3--Hated the Conflict--Stars!!

Stubborn Love runs parallel to I Love You to Death. It is Mia and Jared's story. Mia is Luke's sister and
Jared is Luke's BFF. It's told in alternating POVs and alternates between the past when Jared and Mia meet
and fall in love (Jared's POV) and the present when Mia finally tells Jared why she pushed him away (Mia's
POV).

Note: I did not do a re-read of ILYtD and I didn't feel lost or anything in this story.

Jared and Mia meet after Jared calls Mia when Luke is beaten by their dad. She comes to visit Luke and their
relationship develops from there through visits to see Luke over the years. I actually really liked the
development of Jared and Mia's relationship. It felt real and they had some really sweet and steamy
moments.

 “I want whatever is there, waiting to happen between us, to be real. Because at this moment, the feelings



I have for her are the most real thing I have ever felt.”

However, the story really seemed to drag for me and with the alternating POVs we got some repetitive
scenes. Jared would tell an event from the past and then it would be re-told by Mia in the present as a thought
or flashback. So we had the same conversations and dialogue. I just didn't feel it was necessary or brought
anything to the story.

But my biggest problem came with the conflict, or the lack there of. Mia's reasoning for pushing Jared away
was (view spoiler).

So you are willing to just say eff you to your own happiness and Jared's happiness and your happiness
together because your relationship MIGHT come between (view spoiler)??

So this was Mia's excuse for the majority of the book. And I'm sitting there thinking that can't be it right??!?!
I mean that's just

Thank goodness there was more....only it's an even worse excuse then the whole (view spoiler) thing. Now
she's saying that her (view spoiler).

Okay....I see. Yeah, no....I don't. At. All. (view spoiler)

Huh??

At this point I would have been pissed if I was Jared. Pushing him away for no good reason at all. Someone
please tell me I am not the only one that feels this way??? Please!!!

So now at this point Jared and Mia have made up....and I don't get what changed to make Mia decide that
now she was willing to fight for Jared and them being together. (view spoiler)

Jenny - TotallybookedBlog says



4.5 Stars

Gitte: What brilliant and clever writing by Natalie Ward. I absolutely loved ‘Stubborn Love’ – loved Mia
and Jared’s story. Loved the fact that I spent one of the most intense days listening to them as if I was in the
same room, sat on tenterhooks wanting them to be okay. Because they’re not okay, they have a lot to sort out
and work through.

 “I want him, I need him. I want what was between us….I want that back.” – Mia

“…I’m beginning to realise this girl is just as fucking stubborn as her brother.”

Mia is Luke’s sister and Jared is his best mate; we met them both in book #1 and their story is given to us
through both pov’s and past/present jumps. Some pov’s overlap which I thought was so well thought out, as
we got both reactions to the same scene. As I said; brilliant. It was flawless and so very unique I was glued to
my kindle.

So, ‘Stubborn Love’ runs alongside ‘I Love You to Death’ (I Love You #1) timeframe wise, which at first
confused me slightly, however, I was soon up to speed with where and ‘when’ everything was story-wise.
However, I would recommend either reading book #1 again or refreshing your memory somehow. Though,
perhaps that was just me, as it’s been a long while since I read book #1. What do you think Jenny?

Jenny: I agree Gitte. For those of you who read I Love you To Death a year ago like us, maybe a skim
through is in order before heading into this one. But as you said, once you realise the gist of what is going in
regards to the parallel story and timelines with ILYTD you are in awe of how Natalie Ward did this. My
head was spinning at how she tied everything into that timeframe.

 “He told me that life is too short to live without the things you want, to not fight for the things you
love…”

Gitte: I love it when a book makes you think. When it tests you and isn’t handed to you on a platter and that
is exactly what Natalie Ward gave us with Stubborn Love. I love the fluidity of her prose and this book was
so beautifully written and so cleverly executed that you are not only gifted a new story and a new
understanding, a new awareness of the characters involved, but you’re also afforded a new perspective on
some of the events which unfolded in I Love You To Death and I was hooked!

I was so excited when I heard we were getting Jared and Mia’s story. They intrigued me in ILYTD. I wanted
to know what caused the animosity and coolness between these two. Just what had transpired between them
that brought them to that point.

 “I want whatever is there, waiting to happen between us, to be real. Because at this moment, the feelings
I have for her are the most real thing I have ever felt.”

By allowing us to be with them in “real” time as they shared their pain and stories to the flashbacks where
we witness their relationship develop, well, I have to say I fell in love with these two and their story really
did captivate me.

Gitte:  So, Mia and Jared shared a beautiful love a love that grew throughout our peeks at their past history.



A love that started out as a secret in fear of hurting and upsetting Luke, a fear that turned out to be avoidable
and unnecessary.

 “I turned her down at a time when she needed someone, something to make her feel good, feel wanted…”

Their love never faded or died, but their relationship did when Mia put a stop to it for reasons only known to
her.

 “He’s fighting for me, fighting to keep me, but I can’t let him.” – Mia

So we join them in the present when an intensely fateful day/night takes place. Mia opens up to Jared and we
hear just why. She didn’t let him or us in easily though, the emotion was palpable and so intense I think I
needed a drink or two to carry on. The flashbacks were beautiful and so very passionate that the balance was
just perfect.

 “I know I’ve messed things up and I know I have a lot to be sorry for, but I want him to know that I am
sorry. I want to ask for his forgiveness. I want to try and fix things, no matter how hard it’s going to be.” –
Mia

“….all I feel is regret…” – Jared

Her pain and anguish really did get to me Jenny. I hate when love gets interrupted, but I love second chance
love too, so phew…..My heart ultimately broke for Jared though, because he had no clue as to why or
anything, did he Jenny?

 …it’s his eyes and what I see in them that really kills me. They are filled with hurt. Hurt and regret and
misery and it hits me, like a hard punch in the gut, all the things I’ve done to this man, to this amazing,
beautiful man who I love, so much.”

Jenny: Oh Gitte I felt so sorry for Jared. I adored this man. He was open, honest and really did wear his
heart on his sleeve so you were in no doubt whatsoever about the love he felt for Mia.

 “Don’t ever think that I don’t want you Mia.”
“Because I do, more than you’ll ever know.”

The fact that she ostracised him the way she did, the confusion he felt over her coldness towards him really
did throw him for a loop. He honestly had no idea why she acted the way she did.

Listening to them both pour their hearts our via alternating POV’s of the same situations really did make you
feel every bit of anguish, sorrow and complete despair at the miscommunication, the misunderstanding and
the sheer waste of time they spent apart feeling resentment and hurt towards one another.

 “God, I miss him. I miss him so badly that it physically hurts. A deep ache, which permanently lives
inside my chest…..”

In saying that I did finally understand Mia’s reasoning. She thought she was being selfless but had
misconstrued the situation. Seeing their feelings laid bare to one another, sharing their pain, their hurt, their
love and their anger felt real and it felt raw and I was completely riveted to every minute of it.



 “What about me? What about making me fucking happy?”

I cried a few times through this book at the realness of the emotions I felt through the pages.

Gitte: So overall, despite my initial confusion, I absolutely loved this story and all the characters. It was
beautiful and so emotionally intense. Oh and ummm Jared…you naughty naughty man!! That….is…..all…..

 “All of the wasted time apart, the misunderstandings and my own stupidity and cowardice, drive us
together, drive us into each other….” – Mia

Jenny: Following this story as it culminated into the tragic events of ILYTD ruined me. I can tell you
now….Luke’s book will KILL me. My heart broke for this beautiful man and the life he had lead. How he
turned out so kind and so loving is beyond me. A true testament to the man himself.

The underlying relationships explored through Stubborn Love were so engaging and beautiful. To witness
the depth of the bond between Mia & Luke was just wonderful. Mia carries so much guilt over Luke’s
childhood and these two have a really special relationship that I loved exploring further in this book.

But this was Mia and Jared’s story and what a story it was. It was heart-breaking. It was frustrating. It was
painful and it was sad.

 “For the first time, I can see that both of us have been hurting because of this.” <?i>

But it was also beautiful, passionate, intense and extremely moving. I was completely in love with this story.

 “It was like I meant nothing to you, as though we and everything we had together , meant nothing to
you.”

You know you’ve loved a book when you finish it with a smile on your face and you need to take that
moment to absorb, to reminisce and you never want to let go of the characters. Yep! That was me with
Stubborn Love.

Oh and yes and I agree G. Jared, you naughty, sexy man!

ARC Supplied by author in exchange for an honest review

Chris- Bookaddict says

Amazing!!!!! Review to come !!!!


